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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

10/26/26 
Conducting: President Jeanne 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Bruce Pope – (see attached or click here.) 
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter with photos is  
  posted each week on our website and on our 

 Facebook page    
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 

GUESTS 
 

Matt Fournier joined us again.  He is a financial advisor with Ameriprise and will be the 
financial advisor to the LVWR 501c (3) foundation. He has also expressed interest in 
becoming a member of the club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/FoiRBhcXzufKrg398
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Announcements carried forward: 
 
1. Greg Mottau has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul Harris Fellow 

points and the friend is willing to match up to $500 for any member who would like 
to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg for details. 

2. Shaun Ochsner is starting a social media project and is looking for volunteers.  
Sign-up sheets are in the red book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute video 
segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then posting it on our 
Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 

3. RYLA  is coming on December 4-6, 2026, let us know if you have any 10th or 11th 
graders that would be interested.  We have a deadline to submit applications coming 
up in a couple of weeks. Contact Amber for details about becoming a volunteer.  
Click here for the application which is due by November 6th. Check out the 2025 
RYLA video by clicking here. 

4. The scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is available on the 
homepage of our website as well as in the Vocational Service section of the site.  
Click here to go straight to it. 

5. Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for 
the International Water Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If 
anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.   

6. All the Rotary Clubs of Southern Nevada and District 5300 are invited to a “Party in 
the Park” on Saturday, November 7, from 11:00 AM–3:00 PM at Lone Mountain 
Regional Park – Area H. Come for the picnic. Stay for the purpose! Bring your 
family, friends, prospective members and colleagues for an afternoon of good food, 
great people and stronger communities. DJ Entertainment. Oversized games for the 
youth. BYOPB – Bring Your Own Picnic Basket. Alcohol permitted.  Small 
businesses are welcome to participate as vendors for just $50.  Most importantly, this 
is an opportunity to connect, introduce others to Rotary, and showcase the difference 
we make in our communities. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us — and 
encourage someone who may be interested in Rotary to come along! Let's make 
Party in the Park a great day for Rotary, fellowship and community! There is no 
charge to attend other than vendors. Register NOW for District 5300 Rotary Party in 
the Park Picnic. FOR ALL NON-ROTARIANS, they can register here.  See fliers 
attached to the newsletter. Pres. Jeanne would like our club to do a potluck for our 
members.  She is volunteering to bring the hamburgers and hot dogs if someone will 
bring a BBQ.  Let her know what sides your would like to bring. 

7. Here is an update on our Club Rotary Shirts. We have quite a list of members who 
would like to order shirts.  The question came from some members that they wanted to 
look at what other options of shirts were available.  So, Deb Scheffer provided a link 
for you to look at some other options. We are only reviewing Polo shirts.  If we can 
narrow it down to maybe 4 options, she can order some samples and bring them to a 
lunch meeting for our members to check out.  We will then be able to have her cost 
them out so you can make a final decision and be billed for your order.  Please let her 
know if you have any questions.    

 
 

Pres. Jeanne made the following announcements:  
1. The club sponsored a table at the Foster Care Chamber fundraiser on Saturday, October 24th at Vic's Las Vegas 

(355 Promenade Place). Pres Jeanne, Bruce MacKenzie, Raluca Petre, and Victoria Moran attended on 
behalf of our club. The Mayor of Las Vegas did a Proclamation for October 24 and made it Foster Care 
Chamber of Commerce Day. The mission of the FCC is to break the foster care to prison pipeline by providing 
access to local resources and opportunities that support aging-out foster youth — collaborating with leaders, 
businesses, and programs to prepare young people ages 16–24 to become productive, connected members of 

https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77957522
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYI7_0QHoA
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77957384&UserID=800261335
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77957384
https://www.sanmar.com/Polos/c/polos?perPage=48
https://www.sanmar.com/Polos/c/polos?perPage=48
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Las+Vegas+(355+Promenade+Place?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Las+Vegas+(355+Promenade+Place?entry=gmail&source=g
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society. Pres. Jeanne, and Southwest Rotary, received a special shoutout during the luncheon in recognition of 
our club’s recent donation of dorm room kits for kids aging out of foster care and moving on the college.  
Click here to see pictures from the event. 

2. The club recently donated feminine products to “The Coalition for Empowered Women Veterans” for its 
upcoming “LV Women Veterans Stand Down”.  Deb Schaffer also donated lip balm for the event.  We are 
currently planning to have a table at the event. They are still putting together essential items that they are 
putting in backpacks.  They are in need of feminine items, i.e. sanitary pads, tampons, sanitary wipes, feminine 
wipes.  They need 300 of each.   The non-profit is dedicated to restoring the mind, body and spirit of women 
who have served in our US Forces.  They provide a comprehensive continuum of support - including peer 
connection, trauma-informed therapy, crisis intervention, restorative retreats, and holistic wellness services-to 
ensure every woman veteran has access to healing, safety, and community.    Click here to see a picture of 
Pres. Jeanne dropping off our donation for their backpacks. The standdown has been rescheduled for 4/27.   

 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 7 football pools (your newsletter editor added the Monday Night 
results since he didn’t get the newsletter out until after the game.) 
 
SNF – Chiefs-Seahawks    MNF –- Cowboys-Eagles 
1st quarter   Yvonne Hall  1st quarter  Josh Thomas       
2nd quarter   Yvonne Hall  2nd quarter  David Bustamante   
3rd quarter    Brian Schumacher 3rd quarter  Richard Senez 
4th quarter   Evan Dickson  4th quarter  Richard Senez   
   

 Joe Wittenwiler announced that he is again supporting the Women’s Council of Realtors in their annual “Bras for 
a Cause” fundraiser.  Click here or on the “Model Spotlight” picture below for more information about 

sponsorships, tickets, etc.  
Joe is again sponsoring a 
fundraising team called the 
“Pink Ponies”.  Click here 
or on his “muscle picture” 
below to donate directly to 
his team. The soiree is going 
to be held in the Bel-Aire 
Lounge at the Durango 
Casino and Resort on 
Wednesday, October 28th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Lori Clarke volunteered that her dad’s home in Wyoming is finally in escrow and should be closed soon.  (Does 
that mean she will be able to afford a big fine in the future???) 
 
Bryan Dziedziak (pronounced “Jay-Jack” ������) was welcomed back after a long absence.  A former Southwest 
Rotarian and Past President (2000-2001) and current honorary member, he is now a happily retired CPA and he and 
Caryll are currently living in Scottsdale, AZ  He said they have been doing lots of traveling, particularly to Denver 
and San Antonio to see grandkids.  He is still involved with a few trusts here in Las Vegas but is not missing the 
days during the first quarter of the year when he would be working 70 hours a week.  Welcome back, Bryan, 
always good to see you. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Je2o51dJZZs1tWQx8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kSasE5iN4SXiid7c9
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-bras-for-a-cause-hosted-by-the-womens-council-of-realtors-las-vegas-network
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/7500-E-Boulders-Pkwy-UNIT-69-Scottsdale-AZ-85266/8034061_zpid/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-bras-for-a-cause-hosted-by-the-womens-council-of-realtors-las-vegas-network
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026
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Pres. Jeanne called herself out and said that her weekend included UFC fights at the Palms Hotel.  We knew she 
was “bloodthirsty” but thought it only applied to “fining” during the meetings. ������ 
 
Shaun Ochsner said he had been in Parker, AZ over the weekend filming the Parker Enduro Boat Races.  He also 
said he filmed a fashion show (no mention of what kind of fashion show!)  He is now headed to Memphis to film a 
television show.   
 
Duncan Lee and Ken Cox were called out for their weekend activities.  Duncan said that he invited Ken to 
accompany him to the Raiders game where they spent the entire game being pampered in the Howard Hughes Suite 
and hobnobbing with the CFOs of Foley Enterprises, Foley’s liquor business, and the Golden Knights.   
 
Keith Thomas was unexpectedly given a $50 credit.  Probably because of his incredibly handsome good looks and 
awesome intellect and penchant for working tirelessly on behalf of the poor and downtrodden (ok, ok, it is probably 
just because Pres. Jeanne took pity on him for his incessant declarations of poverty.) 
 
Chris and Jack Woodcock were featured in one of the photos last week with a request for suggested captions.  
Here are a few that came in (no names to protect the guilty): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Just because you’re wearing a fancy suit doesn’t mean you’re better than me!”  “Yes, it does.” 
 
“When Pres. Jeanne says, ‘I have just one more announcement.” 
 
“I think we’re safe. No one will suspect a couple of old guys.” 
 
“Jack, if you think that dollar bribe will get you served prime rib instead of the fish we get with these yellow cards, 
you've got another think a commin'.” 
 
“Two Rotary legends, and one table that’s seen better days.” 
 
“The check arrived. Suddenly, everyone has an urgent committee meeting.” 
 
“The good news is, we got a great table. The bad news is, we can’t remember why we came.” 
 
“The secret to looking important is to stand next to a table and look concerned.” 
 

https://rpmracingent.com/parker-enduro
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Chris Publow recently returned from his summer home in Michigan and had reported that they didn’t drive the 
Tesla this time and instead returned by airplane. Your intrepid newsletter editor did some investigation and 
determined that the reason must have been that his Tesla truck wasn’t up to the trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOKES 
 
Scott Baranoff – Hmmm…once again, some editing is necessary to maintain our “G “ rating…” …parental passwords, 
parental attempts, parental rebuffs, parental remorse, parental alternative.” 
 
Tom Martin – “Make me one with everything,” says the Buddhist to the tofu hot dog vendor.  Then, after getting his tofu 
hot dog, the Buddhist hands the vendor a $20 bill.  The vendor takes the money and begins helping the next customer.  The 
Buddhist looks puzzled and asks the vendor, “Where is my change?”  The vendor replies, “Change comes from within.’ 
 
Bruce Pope - A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbor and says “Please come help me, I have a killer jigsaw 
puzzle, and I can’t figure out how to get started.” Her neighbor asks, “What is it supposed to be when it’s 
finished?” The lady says, “According to the picture on the box, it’s supposed to be a rooster.” The neighbor 
decides to go over and help with the puzzle. She lets him in and shows him where she has all the pieces spread all 
over the table. He studied the pieces for a moment, looks at the box, turns to her and says, “First of all, no matter 
what we do, we’re not going to be able to assemble these pieces into anything resembling a rooster.” He takes her 
hand and says, “Secondly, I want you to relax. Let’s have a nice cup of tea, and then,” he says with a deep sigh, 
“Let’s put all the corn flakes back in the box.” 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS (Full 2025-2026 calendar attached to newsletter)  
  
11/2/2026     Wen Chen, Scientist @ Caltech  Chinese Medicine & Meditation 
11/7/2026   District 5300 Party in the Park – Lone Mountain Park 
11/9/2026   DARK - VETERANS DAY    
11/16/2026   Richard Lee (Duncan Lee's son), AI Discussion/Prediction Markets  
11/23/2026  DARK - THANKSGIVING   
11/30/2026  Cynthia Sanford, Clark County Museum, History of Brothels in NV-Working Women 
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12/7/2026   Jon Ralston, Nevada Independent 
12/10/26               Holiday Party at Eric and Jessica Colvin’s.  
12/14/2026  Kelvin Watson, Clark County Library District - Exec Director, Update of Library Programs 
12/21/2026   DARK- CHRISTMAS   
12/28/2026  DARK - NEW YEARS   
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Jack Woodcock said he just returned from meetings at Lake Tahoe and came across a mug that celebrates Pres. 
Jeanne’s affection for fantasy football.  Turns out it is a special “one-of-a-kind” mug (check out the picture of the 
tag attached to it. 
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Bruce MacKenzie said he and Kim made their maiden trip to Pahrump a couple of weeks ago to attend the 
Pahrump Rotary Club’s Extravaganza (Bruce is an AG and Pahrump is one of his clubs).  They sell tickets for 
$100 and the winner gets $10,000.  Since they had never been to Pahrump before they decided to stay overnight 
in one of the luxurious hotels there.  He said he didn’t want Keith Thomas to be the only one that brings back 
hotel coffee cups so he looked in his room but lo and behold none were to be found.  The only cups, and coffee, 
were found in the lobby so he brought back a plastic cup.  He did, however, bring back a nice Pahrump mug. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Michael Krokower was today’s winner.   
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see pictures from the Southwest Rotary trip on 8/1/2008 to Tuacahn in St. George, Utah, to see The Sound of 
Music -- Former Southwest Rotarian Pepe Charles' daughter was starring! 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://pvrotaryclub.org/events/extravaganza-2026
https://photos.app.goo.gl/RLG4NQcwFTGwDH819
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PROGRAM 
 
 
Nicole Redler, West Coast Public Affairs lead for Zoox, was our speaker today.  
Zoox is an autonomous ride-hailing company with a growing presence right here in 
Las Vegas. 
 
Zoox built its robotaxi from the ground up, with no steering wheel or pedals and a 
cabin where riders face each other. Since September 10th, the service has been open 
to the public in Las Vegas, and it now offers pickups and drop-offs at the airport. 
 

She walked us through who Zoox is, how the 
vehicle keeps riders safe, the features that make it 
fun, and the technology behind the fleet. 
 
Thanks, Nicole, for an interesting and informative 
presentation and discussion about the future of 
transportation here in Las Vegas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
 

 

https://zoox.com/las-vegas
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­�c����T�²�]Q�_�c��� �����OQ�_�c���¦¢����¦��T���e����T��\e��� 
����������������� C67'86>'�³����?58'K�6&�'�%�?58� µ́µ�¶·̧�¹º¶»¼½�¾µ¿ÀÁ�ºÂ�Ãº¿¶·̧¼Ä�Å̧Æ»Ç»�»ÄÇ�ÈÉÁ¶¼ÉÊ¶�ËÌÍÍ�»¼̧�ÉÄÆÉ¶̧Ç�¶º�»�ÎÏ»¼¶½�ÉÄ�¶·̧�Ï»¼ÐÑºÄ�Ã»¶¿¼Ç»½Ò�ÅºÆ̧ÓÀ̧¼�ÔÒ�Â¼ºÓ�ÕÕÖÍÍ�́×ØÌÖÍÍ�Ï×�»¶�ÙºÄ̧�×º¿Ä¶»ÉÄ�¹̧ÚÉºÄ»µ�Ï»¼Ð�Ø�́¼̧»ÛÜ�¾ºÓ̧�Âº¼�¶·̧�ÝÉÊÄÉÊÜ�Ã¶»½�Âº¼�¶·̧�Ý¿¼ÝºÁ̧Þ�ß¼ÉÄÚ�½º¿¼�Â»ÓÉµ½Ò�Â¼Ȩ́ÄÇÁÒ�Ý¼ºÁÝ̧Ê¶ÉÆ̧Ó̧ÓÀ̧¼Á�»ÄÇ�Êºµµ̧»Ú¿̧Á�Âº¼�»Ä�»Â¶̧¼ÄººÄ�ºÂ�ÚººÇ�ÂººÇÒ�Ú¼̧»¶�Ý̧ºÝµ̧�»ÄÇ�Á¶¼ºÄÚ̧¼ÊºÓÓ¿ÄÉ¶Ȩ́ÁÜ�Èà�áÄ¶̧¼¶»ÉÄÓ̧Ä¶Ü�âÆ̧¼ÁÉã̧Ç�Ú»Ó̧Á�Âº¼�¶·̧�½º¿¶·Ü�ßäâÏß�Ø�ß¼ÉÄÚ�äº¿¼�âåÄÏÉÊÄÉÊ�ß»ÁÐ̧¶Ü�́µÊº·ºµ�Ý̧¼ÓÉ¶¶̧ÇÜ��ÃÓ»µµ�À¿ÁÉÄ̧ÁÁ̧Á�»¼̧�å̧µÊºÓ̧�¶º�Ý»¼¶ÉÊÉÝ»¶̧�»Á�Æ̧ÄÇº¼Á�Âº¼æ¿Á¶�çËÍÜ��×ºÁ¶�ÉÓÝº¼¶»Ä¶µ½Ò�¶·ÉÁ�ÉÁ�»Ä�ºÝÝº¼¶¿ÄÉ¶½�¶º�ÊºÄÄ̧Ê¶Ò�ÉÄ¶¼ºÇ¿Ȩ̂�º¶·̧¼Á�¶º�¹º¶»¼½Ò�»ÄÇÁ·ºåÊ»Á̧�¶·̧�ÇÉÂÂ̧¼̧ÄȨ̂�å̧�Ó»Ð̧�ÉÄ�º¿¼�ÊºÓÓ¿ÄÉ¶Ȩ́ÁÜ�Ïµ̧»Á̧�Ó»¼Ð�½º¿¼�Ê»µ̧ÄÇ»¼�»ÄÇ�Ýµ»Ä�¶ºæºÉÄ�¿Á�è�»ÄÇ�̧ÄÊº¿¼»Ú̧�ÁºÓ̧ºÄ̧�å·º�Ó»½�À̧�ÉÄ¶̧¼̧Á¶̧Ç�ÉÄ�¹º¶»¼½�¶º�ÊºÓ̧�»µºÄÚÞ�Ù̧¶éÁÓ»Ð̧�Ï»¼¶½�ÉÄ�¶·̧�Ï»¼Ð�»�Ú¼̧»¶�Ç»½�Âº¼�¹º¶»¼½Ò�Â̧µµºåÁ·ÉÝ�»ÄÇ�ÊºÓÓ¿ÄÉ¶½Þ�ê·̧¼̧�ÉÁ�Äº�Ê·»¼Ú̧¶º�»¶¶̧ÄÇ�º¶·̧¼�¶·»Ä�Æ̧ÄÇº¼ÁÜ�¹̧ÚÉÁ¶̧¼�Åâë�Âº¼�ÈÉÁ¶¼ÉÊ¶�ËÌÍÍ�¹º¶»¼½�Ï»¼¶½�ÉÄ�¶·̧�Ï»¼Ð�ÏÉÊÄÉÊÜìâ¹ Ù́ÙÅâÅ¹âế¹í́ÅÃ¶·̧ Ê»Ä¼̧ÚÉÁ¶̧¼·̧¼̧ Ã̧ Â̧µȨ́¼Á»¶¶»Ê·̧Ç¶º¶·̧ Ä̧ Áµ̧¶¶̧¼
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