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 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
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VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 

GUESTS 
 
Victoria Moran joined us again as a guest today.  She is the recently installed Executive 
Director of the Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas (formerly CASA). She recently 
moved to Las Vegas from Florida where she was a 
member of the Rotary Club of Winter Haven and 
where she was a Senior District Executive for 
Scouting America. She is looking to get back 
involved with Rotary.  She introduced their Angel 
Wings program designed to make the holiday 
season brighter for children in foster care in Clark 
County.  Click here to see how you can help and 
also see their newsletter which I have attached.  
Welcome back, Victoria.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wWyfeFZsMQMmMgN87
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://cflv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WinterHavenRotary/
https://cflv.org/angel-wings-2026/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Announcements carried forward: 
 
1. Greg Mottau has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul Harris Fellow 

points and the friend is willing to match up to $500 for any member who would like 
to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg for details. 

2. Shaun Ochsner is starting a social media project and is looking for volunteers.  
Sign-up sheets are in the red book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute video 
segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then posting it on our 
Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 

3. RYLA  is coming on December 4-6, 2026, let us know if you have any 10th or 11th 
graders that would be interested.  We have a deadline to submit applications coming 
up in a couple of weeks. Contact Amber for details about becoming a volunteer.  
Click here for the application which is due by November 6th. Check out the 2025 
RYLA video by clicking here. 

4. The scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is available on the 
homepage of our website as well as in the Vocational Service section of the site.  
Click here to go straight to it. 

5. Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for 
the International Water Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If 
anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.   

 
Pres. Jeanne made the following announcements:  
1. Here is an update on our Club Rotary Shirts. We have quite a list of members who 

would like to order shirts.  The question came from some members that they wanted 
to look at what other options of shirts were available.  So, Deb Scheffer provided a 
link for you to look at some other options. We are only reviewing Polo shirts.  If we 
can narrow it down to maybe 4 options, she can order some samples and bring them 
to a lunch meeting for our members to check out.  We will then be able to have her 
cost them out so you can make a final decision and be billed for your order.  Please 
let her know if you have any questions.    

2. She also advised the club that it is sponsoring a table at the upcoming Foster Care 
Chamber fundraiser. If you would like to attend and get a free lunch, please contact 
her as soon as possible as there are only a few seats available. They are holding the 
fundraiser at a luncheon this coming Saturday, October 24, 2026, from 11am-1pm at 
Vic's Las Vegas (355 Promenade Place).  Individual seats are $75 (unless you are 
lucky enough to score one of the free seats at Pres. Jeanne’s table) and there are 
sponsorship opportunities.  You will also have an opportunity to buy raffle items at 
$5 per entry. Here are links for the lunch and raffle items. 

     https://givebutter.com/together-we-thrive2026 
https://givebutter.com/together-we-thrive-raffle-2026.   

3. The date of the LV Women Veterans Stand Down has been moved to Feb 2027.  So 
that gives us time to participate with a table at the event. They are still putting 
together essential items that they are putting in backpacks.  They are in need of 
feminine items, i.e. sanitary pads, tampons, sanitary wipes, feminine wipes.  They 
need 300 of each.  Click here for more information.  

4. Thank you to everyone who came to the Paul Harris Fellow Presentation to Margaret 
Putnam at her retirement party as Principal of William Ferron Elementary School 
(home of our Happy Feet program for over twenty years). Click here for pictures. 

5. She also announced that all the Rotary Clubs of Southern Nevada and District 5300 are invited to a “Party in 
the Park” on Saturday, November 7, from 11:00 AM–3:00 PM at Lone Mountain Regional Park – Area H. 
Come for the picnic. Stay for the purpose! Bring your family, friends, prospective members and colleagues for 

https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77957522
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYI7_0QHoA
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
https://www.sanmar.com/Polos/c/polos?perPage=48
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Las+Vegas+(355+Promenade+Place?entry=gmail&source=g
https://givebutter.com/together-we-thrive2026
https://givebutter.com/together-we-thrive-raffle-2026
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4sJi6UvCxVtbP37G9
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an afternoon of good food, great people and stronger communities. DJ Entertainment. Oversized games for the 
youth. BYOPB – Bring Your Own Picnic Basket. Alcohol permitted.  Small businesses are welcome to 
participate as vendors for just $50.  Most importantly, this is an opportunity to connect, introduce others to 
Rotary, and showcase the difference we make in our communities. Please mark your calendar and plan to join 
us — and encourage someone who may be interested in Rotary to come along! Let's make Party in the Park a 
great day for Rotary, fellowship and community! There is no charge to attend other than vendors. Register 
NOW for District 5300 Rotary Party in the Park Picnic. FOR ALL NON-ROTARIANS, they can register here.  
See fliers attached to the newsletter. 
 

Bruce MacKenzie reported that Greenspokes at DeMarco’s Pizza last Wednesday was a success with about 30 
people in attendance.  Eric Colvin and Tom Novotny gave great presentations about our scholarship programs 
and our RYLA/TLC programs.  Check out the 2025 RYLA video by clicking here.  All kinds of pizza, salad, 
chicken fingers, meatballs, and, of course, libations of your choice were enjoyed by everyone. Thanks so much to 
Bruce and Lori Clarke for organizing a fun evening.  Click here to see pictures. 
 
Toni Kern thanked everyone who helped set up for the Green our Planet/ CCSD Farmers Market at Clark County 
Government Center Southwest Rotary last Wednesday, 10/14/26. There were 44 schools with tables and displays 
so there was a lot of prep work to get ready before they arrived.  Our club was well represented with Toni Kern, 
Jackie Thornhill, Jordan Lane, Amber Fuhriman, Fred Fukumoto, and Keith Thomas all helping out along 
with Rotarians from other clubs here in the valley.  Toni did a great job directing the volunteers and it was a 
beautiful day.  It started out a bit cold and windy but by start time the weather was perfect.  Click here for pics. 

 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 5 and Week 6 Sunday football pool (your newsletter editor added 
the week 6 Monday Night results since he didn’t get the newsletter out until after the game.) 
 
SNF – Ravens-Falcons    MNF –- Bills-Rams 
1st quarter  Fred Fukumoto  1st quarter  Eric Colvin       
2nd quarter   Brad Middaugh  2nd quarter  Mary Ann Berry   
3rd quarter  Mike Rogers   3rd quarter  Minerva Toller 
4th quarter  Sammy Dong   4th quarter   Karl Maisner   
   
SNF – Cowboys-Packers    MNF –- Commanders-49ers 
1st quarter  Jackie Bergener  1st quarter  John Bray       
2nd quarter   Jackie Bergener  2nd quarter  Bryan Dziedziak  
3rd quarter  Rebecca Collett   3rd quarter  Joe Wittenwiler, Sr. 
4th quarter  Greg Mottau    4th quarter  Joanne Blystone    
   

 Joe Wittenwiler announced that he is again supporting the Women’s Council of Realtors in their annual “Bras for 
a Cause” fundraiser.  Click here or on the “Model Spotlight” picture below for more information about 

sponsorships, tickets, etc.  
Joe is again sponsoring a 
fundraising team called the 
“Pink Ponies”.  Click here 
or on his “muscle picture” 
below to donate directly to 
his team. The soiree is going 
to be held in the Bel-Aire 
Lounge at the Durango 
Casino and Resort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77957384&UserID=800261335
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77957384&UserID=800261335
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77957384
https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/avenues-of-service/vocational-service/
https://www.lvswr.org/avenues-of-service/vocational-service/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYI7_0QHoA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/W2SuJCiuLSFktMJA6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/HTwrRQc88bWQ5KFa6
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-bras-for-a-cause-hosted-by-the-womens-council-of-realtors-las-vegas-network
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2026-bras-for-a-cause-hosted-by-the-womens-council-of-realtors-las-vegas-network
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/model-joe-wittenwiler-bras-for-a-cause--2026


4 
 

RECOGNITIONS 
 
Keith Thomas was recognized for a big celebration this weekend in Toquerville, Utah attended by all his kids, 
grandkids, great grandkid, siblings, cousins, and sundry other family members.  He is turning 80 in two days!!  
They celebrated with t-shirts, tattoos and lots of food and Diet Coke.  One of his kids even put together a fun video 
but only watch it if you have about 20 minutes that you don’t want back ������.  He even presented Pres. Jeanne with 
one of the t-shirts that everyone wore at the party.  For all this, he was fined an exorbitant amount too large to be 
mentioned. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Micheal Krokower was asked about his recent whereabouts and he said that he had 
unfortunately come down with Covid so he was out of action for a while.  But he 
came back with a vengeance thereafter spending nine days in Seattle attending a 
family member’s bar mitsvah and enjoying the beautiful weather there.  After that he 
spent three days at the Monterey Jazz Festival.  Pres. Jeanne had mercy on him and 
actually gave him a $50 credit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Publow was welcoming back after summering at his home in Frankfort, 
Michigan known as the "Cherry Capital of the World". He was asked how the drive 
was and said that this time they “flew” (apparently, they are waiting for the new flying 
Tesla to become available.)  He said that he was bringing some of the famous 
Michigan cherries, but they were so tasty he ate them all before he made it home. 
Another exorbitant and unmentionable fine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/MfBd1jwy6nx8DH619
https://photos.app.goo.gl/MfBd1jwy6nx8DH619
https://montereyjazz.org/festival/schedule/
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JOKES 
 
Joe Wittenwiler related a story of a missing appendage caused by a “misdemeanor” crime. (Joke edited for publication 
������). 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS (Full 2025-2026 calendar attached to newsletter)  
  
10/26/2026   Sara Lasner, ZOOX  
11/2/2026     Wen Chen, Scientist @ Caltech  Chinese Medicine & Meditation 
11/9/2026   DARK - VETERANS DAY    
11/16/2026   Richard Lee (Duncan Lee's son), AI Discussion/Prediction Markets  
11/23/2026  DARK - THANKSGIVING   
11/30/2026  Cynthia Sanford, Clark County Museum, History of Brothels in NV-Working Women 
12/7/2026   Jon Ralston, Nevada Independent 
12/10/26               Holiday Party at Eric and Jessica Colvin’s.  
12/14/2026  Kelvin Watson, Clark County Library District - Exec Director, Update of Library Programs 
12/21/2026   DARK- CHRISTMAS   
12/28/2026  DARK - NEW YEARS   
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Eric Colvin spent some time in Oahu where they visited, among other sites on the island, the USS Arizona 
Memorial where he picked up a cool mug. 
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Paul Gustilo spent a few days in California where they attended the taping of America’s Got Talent” at the 
Pasadena Civic Auditorium.  He said they even made it on screen (well, at least the back of their heads, that is.)  
He did bring back a nice mug. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tom Llewellyn just returned from a cruise from Basel, Switzerland to Amsterdam, Holland.  He said Amsterdam 
is filled with bicycles which always have the right of way, watch out!  He did find a cool mug in Amsterdam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pasadenanow.com/weekendr/americas-got-talent-semifinal-comes-to-the-pasadena-civic-tuesday/
https://www.pasadenanow.com/weekendr/americas-got-talent-semifinal-comes-to-the-pasadena-civic-tuesday/
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Joe Wittenwiler said that they went to Nashville for the 2026 “Spartan’s” race where they picked up a “Dolly 
Parton” book and then later they were in Big Bear for the Kodiak Half Marathon where they picked up a cool 
mug. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Bruce Pope said they were recently in Detroit where he found nice Michigan mug.  On the flight home, he asked 
the flight attendant if there was some sort of suitable gift the airline could provide for our erstwhile club president.  
Southwest Airlines happily obliged with a deck of cards and a set of “Captain’s Wings”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.spartan.com/en/races/nashville-tennessee
https://kodiak.utmb.world/races/21k
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DRAWING 
 
Raluca Petre was today’s winner.  Keith Thomas announced that there was a special water bottle on each table to go to 
each table winner.  He said the Provident Community Garden, which has been the recipient of various of our grants, had 
recently received a case of water bottles from an organization supporting water projects in Madagascar.  Each bottle has a 
QR code and every time you scan it, two cents is donated to the project by the organization. 
 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.providentcommunitygarden.com/
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to read the newsletter from 10/23/98. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
  
Toni Kern introduced our speaker, Kelly Schwarz, CEO of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Southern Nevada, who shared insights into the important work this 
organization is doing to strengthen the lives of young people in our 
community. Established locally in 1973, the organization has impacted the 
lives of more than 20,000 children and their families over the past five 
decades. Its mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring 
relationships that ignite the power and promise of youth. The organization 
believes that every child has the potential to succeed and that a caring, 
dependable adult can make a lasting difference in helping a young person 
develop confidence, build positive relationships, and envision a brighter 
future. 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters accomplishes this through carefully matched 
mentoring relationships that connect adult volunteers, known as “Bigs,” with 
children, known as “Littles.” Through community-based and school-based 
programs, mentors provide friendship, encouragement, academic support, and 
positive role modeling. These relationships help children strengthen their 

social skills, develop 
educational goals, and 
make positive choices. The 
organization also works closely with parents and guardians and provides 
ongoing support to ensure that mentoring relationships are safe, 
effective, and meaningful. Its success depends on the generosity of 
volunteers, donors, and community partners who believe in investing in 
the next generation. As Rotarians committed to Service Above Self, we 
recognize the value of this work and the power of one caring individual 
to change a young person's life. 
 
Thanks so much, Kelly, and as you could tell from the plethora of 
questions, your presentation was well received.  Again, thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/19981023-bulletin.pdf
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  

 
 



Obadiah Dogberry <obadiahdogberryesq@gmail.com>

CFLV Angel Wings for Newsletter

1 message

CFLV <info@cflv.org> Mon, Oct 19, 2026 at 2:52 PM

To: "cynthiahamada@gmail.com" <cynthiahamada@gmail.com>, Jeanne Radde <jeanneradde@gmail.com>,

"obadiahdogberryesq@gmail.com" <obadiahdogberryesq@gmail.com>

It was a pleasure to see you all again today! Here is the information regarding Angel Wings:

The Children's Foundation of Las Vegas, formerly known as CASA Foundation, is a local nonprofit
dedicated to supporting foster children/aged out youth and families in Clark County by providing
resources, assistance, and meaningful opportunities that help the youth feel supported, valued, and
cared for. Each year, we work to make the holiday season brighter for children who may otherwise go
without, and our Angel Wings event is one of the special ways we bring our community together to make
that happen.

This holiday season, we would love to invite the Southwest Rotary Club and any individual
members/businesses to partner with us for our Angel Wings event, and we’ve made it easy and flexible
for businesses to participate in whatever way works best for their team.

Here are a few simple ways you can get involved:

Sponsor a Child’s Wish List – $75 per wish list – You can choose specific wish lists you’d like to sponsor,
and we’ll provide your team with a packet containing the children’s wish lists and a bag to place them in.
Your team will shop for the requested items themselves and bring the gifts back to us or coordinate for
us to pick up the gift bag from you.

Let Us Do the Shopping for You – If you’d prefer an easier option, your members/club can simply choose
how many wish lists they’d like to sponsor. At $75 per wish list, we’ll take care of purchasing the
requested gifts and making sure each child receives what they need. You simply let us know the number
of wish lists you’d like to sponsor and we’ll handle the rest.

Host a Gift Box at Your Club/Individual Businesses – We’ll provide a collection box for your team to place
in your businesses. Your team members, clients, or community members can donate unwrapped gifts
and we’ll return after Thanksgiving to pick up the box and donations.

We’re very flexible and want to make participating as easy as possible for club/businesses of all sizes.
We also have opportunities for your members to volunteer with us during the Angel Wings event, which
will be held on Friday, December 11th and Saturday, December 12th. It’s a wonderful opportunity for
Rotarians and business partners to get involved directly and experience the impact their support makes
in our community.

As a thank-you for partnering with us, we’ll help promote your club/businesses as a community partner
by displaying your logo prominently on the front page of our website and including your business on our
sponsor board at the Angel Wings event, where it will be visible to participating families and members
of the media.

We would be honored to have the Southwest Rotary Club and any individual members/businesses join us
in making the holidays a little brighter for foster children in our community. Whether you choose to host
a gift box, sponsor one wish list or many, have us do the shopping for you, or bring your members out to
volunteer, every contribution makes a difference.



If you’re interested in partnering with us or would like to discuss which option would work best for your
club/businesses, please reach out to us at info@cflv.org or 702-588-2272.

Thank you for considering partnering with the Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas. We hope to work
together to make this holiday season special for the children and families we serve!

Warmly,
Victoria Moran
Executive Director
Children's Foundation of Las Vegas
o:702-588-2272
info@cflv.org

CFLV.org

The Children's Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit

2 attachments

Sponsor a Wishlist.pdf

2645K

Gift Drive Flyer.pdf

2636K

mailto:info@cflv.org
mailto:info@cflv.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=083d16d04e&view=att&th=1a15626cd64c5cf4&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=083d16d04e&view=att&th=1a15626cd64c5cf4&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=083d16d04e&view=att&th=1a15626cd64c5cf4&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=083d16d04e&view=att&th=1a15626cd64c5cf4&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


The Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas, formerly CASA

Foundation is committed to making a difference in the lives of

children who are in or have been in foster care in Clark County for

over 40 years!

Host a gift drive box at your business.

We’ll provide a collection box for your

team to place in your business. Your

team members, clients, or community

members can donate unwrapped gifts

and we’ll return after Thanksgiving to

pick up the box and donations.

Questions? 

Please email info@cflv.org or call 702-588-2272

Visit www.cflv.org

Together we can ensure ALL youth in foster care

receive gifts this holiday season. 

How YOU can make this happen!

Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas

 is a 501(c)(3)Non-profit 

 Gift Drive

CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION OF LAS VEGAS



 Sponsor a Wishlist

Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas 501(c)(3)Non-profit

Tax ID: 94-2920606

Together, we can ensure that our foster youth receive the holiday gifts they wish to enjoy.

The Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas (CFLV), formerly CASA Foundation is committed to

making a difference in the lives of children who are in or have been in foster care in 

Clark County for over 43 years! 

You will receive a wishlist and are

asked to spend at least $75 per child

to ensure fairness for all. Please

purchase new and unwrapped gifts.

CFLV will provide an envelope with the child’s

first name, corresponding wishlist number, gift

instructions and sticker label. Once you have

completed your shopping, place your items in

the gift bag and please deliver it to your

participating organization or call CFLV at 702-

588-2272 to arrange for pick-up.

ALL WISHLIST ITEMS MUST BE

COLLECTED NO LATER THAN

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2026

Questions? 

Please email info@cflv.org or call 702-588-2272 | visit www.cflv.org

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of Clark County’s foster youth! Your generosity will make the

holiday season brighter for children in care and those who have recently aged out. Enjoy your shopping!













Keith Thomas
Text Box
Most creative caption sent to newsletter editor wins a huge credit.

Keith Thomas
Text Box
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	The Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas, formerly CASA Foundation is committed to making a difference in the lives of children who are in or have been in foster care in Clark County for over 40 years!
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	ALL WISHLIST ITEMS MUST BE COLLECTED NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2026
	Together, we can ensure that our foster youth receive the holiday gifts they wish to enjoy.
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	Please email info@cflv.org or call 702-588-2272 | visit www.cflv.org
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