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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

10/05/26 
Conducting: President Jeanne 
Invocation and Pledge: Jack Woodcock 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here, 
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  
 
   DON’T FORGET WE ARE DARK NEXT WEEK FOR COLUMBUS DAY. 

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 

GUESTS 
 
Silvia Avanzini joined us as a guest of today’s speaker, Kevin James Parks.  She is the 
Head of Communications at Vay and is truly a “multi-national”.  She received her 
Bachelor’s Degree at Istituto Universitario (Italy) and her Master’s Degree at University 
of Greenwich in London.  Welcome, Silvia!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rvSNY9UEQmEDhsj99
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://greenwich.ac.uk/
http://greenwich.ac.uk/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/


2 
 

 
Victoria Moran joined us as a guest today.  She is the recently installed Executive 
Director of the Children’s Foundation of Las Vegas (formerly CASA). She recently 
moved to Las Vegas from Florida where she was a member of the Rotary Club of Winter 
Haven and where she was a Senior District Executive for Scouting America. She is 
looking to get back involved with Rotary.  Welcome, Victoria.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Announcements carried forward: 

1. The next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. 
Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89117 (Charleston and Hualapai).  It will begin at 
6:00 p.m. 

2. Greg Mottau has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul Harris Fellow 
points and the friend is willing to match up to $500 for any member who would like 
to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg for details. 

3. Shaun Ochsner is starting a social media project and is looking for volunteers.  
Sign-up sheets are in the red book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute video 
segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then posting it on our 
Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 

4. RYLA  is coming on December 4-6, 2026, let us know if you have any 10th or 11th 
graders that would be interested.  We have a deadline to submit applications coming 
up in a couple of weeks. Contact Amber for details about becoming a volunteer. 

5. The scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is available on the 
homepage of our website as well as in the Vocational Service section of the site.  
Click here to go straight to it. 

6. Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for 
the International Water Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If 
anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.   
 

 
Keith Thomas announced the winners of the Sunday football pool (your newsletter editor 

added the Monday Night results since he didn’t get the newsletter out until after the game.) 
 
SNF –Lions-Panthers  MNF – Falcons-Saints 
1st quarter Evan Dickson  1st quarter  Pres. Jeanne        
2nd quarter Jack Woodcock 2nd quarter  Sammy Dong   
3rd quarter Timmy Dong  3rd quarter  Eric Colvin 
4th quarter Julie Brutch   4th quarter  Yvonne Hall     

https://cflv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WinterHavenRotary/
https://www.facebook.com/WinterHavenRotary/
https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
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Pres. Jeanne announced that the board of directors has approved Jackie Thornhill to be a member of the club.  
She is a former member of the Las Vegas Club where she served as President in 2019-2020 after which she served 
as an Assistant Governor for 2 years.  She is from Mt. Airy, North Carolina where she also was a member of 
Rotary.  She is looking to get back involved in Rotary.  Welcome, Jackie! 
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced that she received an email from Dr. Jim Justus Nyamu, last week’s visitor from 
Kenya with information about Fair Trade Safaris, an Africa-focused travel company committed to responsible 
tourism and creating meaningful travel experiences that connect travelers with Africa’s wildlife, conservation 
initiatives, and local communities.  A copy is attached to the newsletter. 
    
Tom Martin announced that Elliot Cohen passed away on September 30th.  He is the spouse of long-time former 
Southwest Rotarian and past-President Adrienne Cox.  Adrienne will be holding a private family celebration of 
life at a later date. Elliot was a regular attender at our social functions and a great supporter of Adrienne’s Rotary 
activities. On behalf of all of us at Southwest Rotary, please accept our condolences on your loss.   
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Duncan Lee was welcomed back in town.  He said he was celebrating his 65th birthday in New York at Rutgers 
University.  He said that last weekend he attended three football games: the first at Meadows HS (his son’s alma 
mater) in LV, and the next day in LA for USC (his alma mater) v. Washington, and then back to LV for the Raiders 
game.  Now, there is a football fan. No fine, Pres. Jeanne? 
 
Sean Tanko was welcomed back to town whereupon he said he hadn’t been anywhere and in fact had been in 
attendance last week.  Pres. Jeanne simply ignored his protestations and asked what he and his family had been up 
to.  He said they are staying busy; his son is in chiropractic college in Overland Park, KS and his daughter is 
working in his office.  They do have a few trips planned including a wine country trip to Healdsburg, CA to 
celebrate their 26th wedding anniversary. Pres. Jeanne assessed a $2 fine. 
 
Lori Clarke volunteered that she would be attending a Steelers football game and to look for her in the crowd.  She 
may have said something about wearing special headgear but my notes are fuzzy (much like the headgear she will 
be wearing???)  Again, Pres. Jeanne, no fine? 
 
Keith Thomas volunteered to take a fine in return for making an announcement.  He invited everyone to watch 
NBC tonight at 10:00 p.m. for the next installment of “Line of Fire”, a new television series about a family of law 
enforcement agents that bridge differences and cross boundaries as they take cases for the FBI, U.S. Marshals, 
Secret Service, and Department of Justice. Keith’s daughter Rebecca directed the pilot episode and the first episode 
and is currently in New York directing the 8th episode.  She is also one of the executive producers of the series.  
Keith’s fine???  $1,000,000!!! 
 
Cynthia Hamada was asked about her whereabouts and she said that she has been enmeshed in home repairs, inept 
repairmen, and all that home improvement entails.  In other words, crazy busy!  Pres. Jeanne must have been 
feeling compassionate because no fine was assessed! 
 
 
JOKES 
 
Scott Baranoff told a story of a clothing mishap, a military analogy to correct the mishap, and the subsequent clarification 
of any visible elements of said clothing mishap. (You’ll just have to google it, I guess.) 
 
Tom Martin – I was in my garden when I got the news that my father had fallen from a 20 feet ladder and was in the 
hospital.  I rushed to the hospital expecting that my father had some major fractures, but he was alright except for some 
minor cuts.  When I told him the it was a miracle, he disagreed and told me, “Son, I had just fallen from the first step of the 
ladder.” 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacqueline-thornhill-864a7b256/
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS (Full 2025-2026 calendar attached to newsletter)  
 
10/12/2026  DARK - COLUMBUS DAY/ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY   
10/19/2026  Kelly Schwarz, Big Brothers Big Sisters  
10/26/2026   Sara Lasner, ZOOX  
11/2/2026     Wen Chen, Scientist @ Caltech  Chinese Medicine & Meditation 
11/9/2026   DARK - VETERANS DAY    
11/16/2026   Richard Lee (Duncan Lee's son), AI Discussion  
11/23/2026  DARK - THANKSGIVING   
11/30/2026  Cynthia Sanford, Clark County Museum, History of Brothels in NV-Working Women 
12/7/2026   Jon Ralston, Nevada Independent  
12/14/2026  Kelvin Watson, Clark County Library District - Exec Director, Update of Library Programs 
12/21/2026   DARK- CHRISTMAS   
12/28/2026  DARK - NEW YEARS   
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Cynthia Hamada was today’s winner (her first win ever, she said!) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Keith Thomas said that they spent the weekend in Toquerville and while there, Sherrie spotted a cute Halloween-
themed mug and told Keith to buy it to try and make up for some of those motel cups he has been bringing lately. 
For his efforts, Pres. Jeanne said she would cut his previous $1mm fine by half.  (Wait, doesn’t that still leave…?) 
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Rebecca Collett gifted Pres. Jeanne with a very cool paddle ball setup.  What many of you might not know is that 
Pres. Jeanne was a tennis player in college. 
 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Here is a picture that surfaced during last week’s board meeting.  A huge prize awaited anyone who could identify at least 
six of the people in the picture. Here are the ids except for two (I suppose a huge prize awaits anyone who can id the 
missing two): 

 
Left to right in back row – Joanne Blystone, Shari Farkas, Andy Katz, ???, Willie Robinson 
Left to right in front row – Dennis Morgan, ???, Josh Satterlee 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
  
Our speaker today was presented by Kevin James Parks, who is the Director of 
Expansion for Vay Auto.   
 
 Vay is a Berlin-founded mobility technology company developing a different path 
toward driverless transportation: instead of waiting for fully autonomous vehicles, 
Vay uses remote driving to operate vehicles without a safety driver inside. Its 
consumer service is currently live in Las Vegas, where customers can request an 
electric rental car through the Vay app, have it remotely delivered, drive it themselves, 
and then either park it or have a Remote Driver take it away. Vay says the approach is 
intended to provide the convenience of personal-car ownership without the cost and 
hassle of owning a vehicle, while also creating a foundation for increasingly 
autonomous mobility.  
 

Kevin is focused on helping Vay grow its footprint and integrate its service into 
local transportation ecosystems, particularly in Las Vegas and elsewhere in the U.S 
Their headquarters is located in the old City Hall/ Zappos Campus office. 
 
He is also a multi-national being from 
Quebec and studying at universities 
in Quebec and Germany. 
 
Welcome to Las Vegas, Kevin, and 
thanks for a very interesting 
presentation.  As evidenced by the 
plethora of questions, his presentation 
was a thought provoking and 
fascinating look at the future of 
transportation in Las Vegas and 
elsewhere.  Thanks, again!! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vay.io/
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
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