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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

9/28/26 
Conducting: President Jeanne 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here, 
Mic duty: Eric Colvin 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Dr. Jim Justus Nyamu joined us today.  He is a member of the Rotary Club of Juja. Juja 
is a fast-growing municipality and university town located in Kiambu County, Kenya, 
about 30 kilometers north of Nairobi along the Thika Superhighway.  He is the Executive 
Director of the Elephant Neighbor Center, which is a grassroots conservation organization 
based in Nairobi, Kenya, focused on protecting African elephants and promoting human-
wildlife coexistence. He is in the process of walking from Oakland, CA to New York to 
raise awareness about his cause. **California-to-New York Ivory Belongs to Elephants 
conservation walk** - the 20th Edition of the Ivory 
Belongs to Elephants Awareness Campaign Walk.  Jim 
walks and talks about elephants—their survival, their 
habitats, the threat of poaching and the illegal ivory 

trade, and the 
urgent need for 
people to protect 
wildlife.  
Welcome, Dr. Jim, 
good luck and be 
safe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/VQ9NMJZwecck5VNx8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.jujarotaryclub.com/
https://elephantcenter.org/
https://elephantcenter.org/all-walks/
https://elephantcenter.org/cause/walking-for-giants/
https://elephantcenter.org/cause/walking-for-giants/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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Jackie Thornhill, although technically not a visiting 
Rotarian, joined us again today. She is a former member 
of the Las Vegas Club where she served as President in 
2019-2020 after which she served as an Assistant 
Governor for 2 years.  She is from Mt. Airy, North 
Carolina where she also was a member of Rotary.  She 
is looking to get back involved in Rotary.  Welcome, 
Jackie! 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 GUESTS 

Marjorie Cohron joined us today as 
guest of her fiancé, Scott Baranoff.  
Welcome, as always.  We love to have 
you visit us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Fournier also joined us again.  He is a financial advisor with Ameriprise and will 
be the financial advisor to the LVWR 501©(3) foundation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacqueline-thornhill-864a7b256/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Announcements carried forward: 
1. The next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, 

NV 89117 (Charleston and Hualapai).  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
2. Greg Mottau has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul Harris Fellow points and the friend is 

willing to match up to $500 for any member who would like to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg 
for details. 

3. Shaun Ochsner is starting a social media project and is looking for volunteers.  Sign-up sheets are in the red 
book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute video segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then 
posting it on our Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 

4. RYLA  is coming on December 4-6, 2026, let us know if you have any 10th or 11th graders that would be 
interested.  We have a deadline to submit applications coming up in a couple of weeks. Contact Amber for 
details about becoming a volunteer. 

5. The scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is available on the homepage of our website 
as well as in the Vocational Service section of the site.  Click here to go straight to it. 

6. Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for the International Water 
Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.   

 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Sunday football pool (your newsletter editor added the Monday Night 
results since he didn’t get the newsletter out until after the game.) 
 
Pres. Jeanne read a thank you card received from “Dementia Friendly”, the recipient of our weekly speaker 
donation.  A copy of the card is attached to today’s newsletter. 
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced the receipt of correspondence from the District 5300 Rose Bowl Float Committee 
(see attached). Check it out.  You can also volunteer to help decorate the float, which is a lot of fun (ask Keith 
Thomas, as he and Sherrie have been past decorating volunteers). 
 
SNF – Rams-Broncos 
1st quarter    Josh Thomas    
2nd quarter    Sammy Dong  
3rd quarter    Julie Brutch   
4th quarter    Sammy Dong   
 
MNF – Eagles-Bears 
1st quarter    John Bray    
2nd quarter     Dave Thaler  
3rd quarter    Dave Thaler 
4th quarter    Mike Rogers  
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Keith Thomas was thanked for writing an article about SOAR for the District 5300 Newsletter. He was also gifted 
a few Lawry’s cards!  A copy of the article is attached to today’s newsletter.  
 
PDG Tom Novotny was recognized for responding to Pres. Jeanne’s recent plea for volunteers. She had said that 
Scott Willett's niece is going to school to be a phlebotomist and she needed people to draw blood from.  Scott had 
already gone and said she did a great job.  Tom said that he was greeting by a number of people all ready to 
experiment on him.  Apparently, all went well since Tom lived to tell the tale.  He was also gifted a few Lawry’s 
cards. 

https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
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Melissa Brooks was congratulated for passed the last section of her CPA exam!  Well done, Melissa.  (Hey, no 
gift cards???) 
 
 
JOKES 
 
Tom Martin – Britain’s oldest woman turned 114 today.  When asked the secret to her longevity, she attributed it to taking 
a walk at midnight every night.  When quizzed on whether she was concerned about the increase in muggings in recent 
years, she said that she was not, and would continue mugging people as long as her health holds out. 
 
Rebecca Collett - On their way to get married, a young couple was involved in a fatal car accident. They found themselves 
sitting outside the Pearly Gates, waiting for St. Peter to process them into heaven. They wondered if they could get married 
in heaven and asked St. Peter when he arrived, who replied he would have to check and left them waiting for months. After 
three months, a bedraggled St. Peter returned to confirm they could indeed get married. When the couple immediately 
asked if they could also get a divorce in heaven if things didn't work out, an enraged St. Peter slammed his clipboard down 
and shouted about how long it took him just to find a priest. 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS (Full 2025-2026 calendar attached to newsletter)  
 
10/5/2026   Kevin James Parks, Vay Auto  
10/12/2026  DARK - COLUMBUS DAY/ INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY   
10/19/2026  Kelly Schwarz, Big Brothers Big Sisters  
10/26/2026   Sara Lasner, ZOOX  
11/2/2026     Wen Chen, Scientist @ Caltech  Chinese Medicine & Meditation 
11/9/2026   DARK - VETERANS DAY    
11/16/2026   Richard Lee (Duncan Lee's son), AI Discussion  
11/23/2026  DARK - THANKSGIVING   
11/30/2026  Cynthia Sanford, Clark County Museum, History of Brothels in NV-Working Women 
12/7/2026   Jon Ralston, Nevada Independent  
12/14/2026  Kelvin Watson, Clark County Library District - Exec Director, Update of Library Programs 
12/21/2026   DARK- CHRISTMAS   
12/28/2026  DARK - NEW YEARS   
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Karl Maisner was today’s winner. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Dr. Jim Justus Nyamu presented a memento t-shirt to Pres. Jeanne. 
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Paul Gustilo said that he and Nancy just returned from a short trip to London, where they also visited Stonehenge 
and found an appropriate coffee cup. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tom Novotny said that he just returned from his 55th high school class reunion which was held in Custer State 
Park in South Dakota.  Not only did he bring back a cool coffee cup but he also brought home a “chaser” which, if 
you will notice from the picture below, was apparently already chased and caught at the reunion! 
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Lori Clarke said she has only been going to Wyoming lately so she decided to bring back a “small” coffee mug 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Here is a picture that surfaced during today’s board meeting.  A huge prize awaits anyone who can identify at least six of 
the people in the picture. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
  
Our speaker today was our own Scott Baranoff.  He has been a member or Southwest Rotary since 5/1/87, earning 
him the No. 7 spot on the list of current Southwest Rotarians who have been members the longest.  He retired two 
years ago as a urologic surgeon and currently he and Marjorie split their time between their home in Boulder City and 
their luxury condo in Manila. 
 
He spoke to the club about the water filter project spearheaded by the Rotary club that he attends while he is in Manila 
and which our club helps support.   
 
Click here for pictures in Manila, the Rotary Club of Makati Dasmariñas, and videos of the water project and, of 
course, his luxury condo.)  His condo overlooks the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial, the cemetery that holds 
the largest number of U.S. military dead from World War II. 
 

Thanks so much, Dr. Scott, for an interesting and 
enlightening presentation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/LdMXrVwmg3QzsvuA8
https://rcmd3830.org/
https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/about-manila-american-cemetery/
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
 

 



 
 

Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

9/22/26 
 

Southern Nevada Rotary Clubs Honor Its Quiet Heroes Through SOAR 
 

On September 21, 2026, the Rotary Clubs of Southern Nevada celebrated 
the 26th Annual Safety Officer Award Recognition (SOAR) Ceremony, honoring 
public safety professionals who exemplify Rotary’s motto, “Service Above Self.”  

The program, developed by a joint committee of Southern Nevada Rotary 
clubs (headed by Southwest Rotarians Jordana Lane and Jeanne Willett), 
recognizes individuals whose daily service protects, strengthens and improves our 
communities. 

SOAR began in 2000 through the efforts of retired Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Captain Bob Wood and Janie Lynn, then president of the Sunset Rotary 
Club. From its beginning with eight participating agencies, the program has grown 
to involve 23 agencies and has recognized more than 1,000 men and women for 
their service. 

The program intentionally focuses not only on extraordinary acts of 
heroism, but also on the “quiet heroes” who consistently perform their duties 
with professionalism, compassion and dedication. 

The 2026 honorees represent the remarkable breadth of public service in 
Southern Nevada. Their stories include firefighters saving lives, law-enforcement 
officers protecting vulnerable victims, investigators combating elder exploitation 
and human trafficking, officers responding to life-threatening emergencies, and 
professionals whose leadership strengthens their organizations and communities. 

The common thread is service. Whether responding to an emergency, 
mentoring a colleague, protecting a child, assisting a victim or simply performing 
demanding responsibilities day after day, these honorees demonstrate what 
Rotary means by “Service Above Self.” 

SOAR is more than an awards ceremony. It is all of the Southern Nevada 
Rotary Clubs working together to say “thank you” to the men and women who 
serve our communities every day—and reminding us all of the powerful difference 
that service can make. 

Click here to see a copy of the program which full descriptions of the 
honorees.  Click here to see an album of pictures from the ceremony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/26th-Annual-SOAR_2026_FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bxW5jiGCAr14xdjS7
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