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VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jackie Thornhill, although technically not a visiting 
Rotarian, joined us again today. She is a former member of 
the Las Vegas Club where she served as President in 2019-
2020 after which she served as an Assistant Governor for 2 
years.  She is from Mt. Airy, North Carolina where she also 
was a member of Rotary.  She is looking to get back involved 
in Rotary and is in the process of joining LVSWR.  Welcome 
back, Jackie! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carl Davis joined us today from the Rotary Club of New 
Orleans.  He is in town to have a little “Vegas” fun and 
brought along his mother who he said couldn’t be at 
today’s luncheon because she is out “…spending his 
inheritance”.  Welcome, Carl, we love your sense of 
humor.  Please visit us again.  
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/yUu2JkpLVcw859Jo9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacqueline-thornhill-864a7b256/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/6033
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/6033
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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 GUESTS 

Monika Bertaki joined us today as a guest of our speaker.  
She joined the Clark County Department of Aviation in 
January 2023 as the Chief Aviation Marketing Officer. In 
her role, she oversees all communication efforts, including 
branding, media relations, advertising, and social media for 
Harry Reid International Airport, along with the four 
general aviation facilities in the Clark County airport 
system. Additionally, she oversees the airport experience 
program, which aims to deliver an enriched experience for 
guests, team members, and the Southern Nevada 
community. She has more than 10 years of experience 
cultivating community and corporate partnerships, as well 
as implementing large campaigns in both the public and 
private sectors. Prior to joining the Department of 
Aviation, she held several media, marketing and creative 
positions at the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada and Caesars 
Entertainment. She earned her bachelor's degree in communication studies and master's 
degree in rhetoric from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV). She has also served 
as a public speaking instructor at UNLV and is fluent in three languages. Welcome, 
Monika! 

Kaylee Lane joined us today as a guest of her 
mom, Jordana 
Lane.  She was 
playing hooky 
from school today 
but had a good 
reason since she 
was helping mom 
with the SOAR 
award ceremony.  
She is a junior at 
Coronado High 
School and is also 
a standout soccer 

player.  And she is growing up way too fast. Here is a 
picture from last year (ok, maybe it was more than just last 
year, but it sure seems like it.) 

Brad Stewart joined us as a guest of Keith Thomas.  He 
was in attendance to receive a donation from our club for a 
special program that he has for special education students at 
his school.  See below for more information.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Announcements carried forward: 
1. The next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, 

NV 89117 (Charleston and Hualapai).  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
2. Greg Mottau has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul Harris Fellow points and the friend is 

willing to match up to $500 for any member who would like to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg 
for details. 

3. Thurman White Elementary School in his Henderson neighborhood has a food pantry that ran out of food 
over the summer.  If you have canned goods or other food items that you would like to donate, please contact 
Tom Novotny and he will come pick them up. 

4. Shaun Ochsner is starting a social media project and is looking for volunteers.  Sign-up sheets are in the red 
book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute video segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then 
posting it on our Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 

5. RYLA  is coming on December 4-6, 2026, let us know if you have any 10th or 11th graders that would be 
interested.  We have a deadline to submit applications coming up in a couple of weeks. Contact Amber for 
details about becoming a volunteer. 

6. The scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is available on the homepage of our website 
as well as in the Vocational Service section of the site.  Click here to go straight to it. 

7. Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for the International Water 
Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.   

8. The next board meeting will be next Monday at 11:00 a.m. 
9. Toni Kern supports an organization called “Green our Planet” that will be having a Farmers Market on 10/14 

at the Clark County Government Center.  Click here for more information. Sing up to help set up from 7:30 
pm to 9:00 pm. Signup sheet is in the red book.  Also see attached flyer. 
 

Francesca Gilbert announced that our Happy Feet service project at William Feron Elementary School last 
Wednesday was a great success.  We put 75 pairs of shoes on the entire first grade.  Thanks so much to the 
Rotarians, spouses, and volunteers who helped out.  Many hands made light work. Click here for pictures. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that the annual “Safety Officer Award Recognition” event this morning at City Hall was 
another resounding success.  23 different departments were recognized.  Jordana and Pres. Jeanne are on the 
committee along with Tom Novotny, Toni Kern, Lori Clarke and Shaun Ochsner.  Jordana is the president of 
the committee and Pres. Jeanne is vice-president. The event is sponsored by all the Rotary Clubs in the valley.  
The event began at 8:30 a.m. with coffee and snacks with the presentation from 9:00 to 10:30. Click here for 
pictures and click here to see the program.  Great job, Jordana and Jeanne!  Shaun was the official photographer.  
Click here for his pictures. 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Sunday football pool (your newsletter editor added the Monday Night 
results since he didn’t get the newsletter out until after the game.) 
 
SNF – Colts-Chiefs 
1st quarter     Sammy Dong 
2nd quarter     Brad Middaugh 
3rd quarter     Matt Middaugh 
4th quarter     Mary Ann Berry 
 
MNF – Giants-Rams 
1st quarter     Jack Woodcock 
2nd quarter      Brian Shumacher 
3rd quarter     Bruce Pope 
4th quarter     Timmy Dong 

 
 

https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xvfEpEXY8Jt5BDQU8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/gA1Y3MyjXoUvSsNcA
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/26th-Annual-SOAR_2026_02.pdf
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RECOGNITIONS 
 
Scott Baranoff was welcomed back from his most recent three-month sojourn in the Philippines. He said he 
brought gifts (see below). 
 
 
 
JOKES 
 
Scott Baranoff – Uh, since it was a bit ribald, here is a “synopsis”. You will have to “Google” it for full details. The short 
version…” a young man, his girlfriend, his new sports car, a request fulfilled, consequences of said request, and a 
subsequent misunderstanding about the depth of the problem.” 
 
 
Tom Martin – Uh, another “synopsis”.   Again, use “Google” for full details. The short version…” Frank, Fiona, a van, a 
request fulfilled, consequences of said request, and a doctor’s diagnosis (van aerial disease).” 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bruce MacKenzie was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Shaun Ochsner said that he just returned from Washington, D.C. where he was filming action scenes for a TV 
show. He found an appropriate coffee mug to bring back. 
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Scott Baranoff brought back two very cool coffee mugs from the Philippines 
and a beautiful scarf sent by the past-president of the club he attends while he 
is there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred Fukumoto recently returned from abroad where he visited Barcelona.  Instead of bringing back a coffee mug 
he brought a lizard.  He said that the significance of the lizard in Barcelona is rooted in El Drac (The Dragon), a 
famous colorful mosaic sculpture created by the modernist architect Antoni Gaudí. The Iconic Mosaic Lizard (El 
Drac) sits on the grand stairway at the main entrance of Park Güell in Barcelona. It was designed by Antoni Gaudí 
in the early 1900s and built in collaboration with Josep Maria Jujol and is decorated using trencadís—a signature 
Catalan style made from asymmetric, broken ceramic, marble, and glass mosaic shards. Beyond its artistic value, 
the sculpture cleverly functions as an overflow drain for the park's underground cistern.  While the sculpture is 
locally called El Drac (Catalan for "the dragon") and links broadly to Catalan dragon myths and Saint George (Sant 
Jordi, the patron saint of Catalonia), Gaudí originally intended it to represent a natural Mediterranean lizard or 

salamander symbolizing fire and water resistance. Over the decades, the mosaic 
lizard has transcended Park Güell to become a defining visual mascot for the 
entire city of Barcelona, widely featured on souvenirs, keychains, and postcards. 
Touching the colorful mosaic lizard is a popular tourist tradition widely believed 
to bring good luck. 
 
So, Fred, did you 
touch the lizard? 
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Keith Thomas said that when they were in Idaho a couple of weeks ago, Sherrie found out he had bought a mug 
in a second-hand store (which he brought last week) and told him he had better get something better, so he 
searched all over and found a very expensive “Idaho” mug to bring back (along with the obligatory hotel coffee 
cups) and an “Idaho Spud” candy bar that he picked up on his travels in Idaho. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Reynolds said that he was recently in McClean, VA and while passing through Dulles Airport found an 
appropriate coffee cup to bring back: 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Fred Fukumoto alerted the club to a newspaper article about Patsy Darnell/Darnell Elementary School that appeared 
in the Review Journal last week The school was named after former Southwest Rotarian Marshall Darnell (RIP). Click 
here to see pictures from the dedication of Marshall Darnell Elementary School on 4/16/02.  A copy of the article is 
attached to the newsletter. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
Keith Thomas introduced Brad Stewart who was in attendance to 
receive a donation for a special book program he has developed for 1st 
and 6th grade special education students at the school where he teaches. 
 
Brad then provided some comments about his program…” This past 
year, we read Charlotte's Web, and I used the themes from the books 
purchased with last year’s Southwest Rotary donation to create several 
hands-on learning experiences throughout the year. One day, a student 

mentioned that she 
had visited a farm, 
and I realized that 
every other student in 
the class had never 
been to one! So, I 
brought in samples of 
hay, straw, wood 
chips, and even dry 
manure for the 
students to see, touch, 
and smell. We also 
sampled fresh apple 
cider from Gilcrease Orchard while learning about farm life. 

 
The highlight of the year, though, was when a local pig farm visited our school! They brought several pigs for the 
students to pet, and the farmers spent time answering the students' questions. It was an incredible experience for our 
elementary Special Education students, many of 
whom had never had an opportunity like that 
before. We also tied the experience directly into 
our writing instruction by having the students 
write about their visit afterward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1PYXGAzRhnpKp22P6
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One of the books I'd like my students to read this year is Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. As I started thinking about ways to make the story come 
alive for them, I contacted Ethel M Chocolates here in Henderson about the 
possibility of bringing my students to tour their chocolate factory. I've 
confirmed with Ethel M that they can accommodate our group, and the 
factory is only about 15 minutes from our school! 
 
I also spoke with our 5th-grade general education teachers, who were very 
enthusiastic about the idea. We believe we could schedule the trip during our 
intervention/enrichment time so that it could become part of our Special 
Education instruction without students missing their core classroom 
instruction. 
 
Rather than simply reading about Willy Wonka's chocolate factory, our 
students could actually visit a chocolate factory! We could prepare for the 
experience through reading and classroom activities, observe the chocolate-
making process firsthand, ask questions during the visit, and then bring the 
experience back into the classroom through writing and other activities 
connected to the book. 
 
The Southwest Rotary Club’s donation for this year's classroom book project will support the books and experiential 
learning activities connected to our reading instruction, including transportation and any related expenses for the Ethel 
M Chocolate Factory field trip! 
 
The students genuinely look forward to receiving their own books, and I've heard from several families how much they 
appreciate the opportunity to build a small library at home. Combining those books with experiences like this gives my 
students an opportunity not only to read about something, but to experience it, talk about it, and write about it.” 
 
Pres. Jeanne then presented him with a check on behalf of our club.  
 
Good job, Brad, and we look forward to reports about how it goes. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PROGRAM 
  

Our speaker today was James C. Chrisley.  He was appointed 
Director of Aviation for Clark County, Nevada, in 2025, bringing 
more than three decades of leadership experience across 
commercial, general aviation, and military airport operations both 
nationally and internationally.  

In his current role, he oversees one of the most dynamic aviation 
systems in the United States, managing five airports: Harry Reid 
International Airport (LAS), Henderson Executive Airport (HND), 
North Las Vegas Airport (VGT), Jean Sport Aviation Center and 
Overton-Perkins Field. Under his leadership, LAS continues to rank 
among the top 10 busiest airports in North America. 
 
Prior to joining the CCDOA, he served more than 21 years in the 
U.S. Air Force as a Civil Engineering and Mission Support Officer 
supporting military operations worldwide. He holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, and a Master of Science in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Texas at Austin. In addition, he is a Certified Member 
(CM) of the American Association of Airport Executives and serves 
as an Associate Director on the Nevada Aviation Association 
(NvAA) board, supporting statewide aviation initiatives. 

 
He has been married to his wife Sunny for more than 27 years, 
raised three children and is the proud grandfather of two. In his 
spare time, he enjoys golfing, camping, playing racquetball and 
cheering on his favorite sports teams – the Raiders and Vegas 
Golden Knights. 
 
Thank you so much, James, for a very informative discussion. 
 
Click here to see his enlightening presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/airport-presentation-ppt-to-pdf-to-jpg-to-pdf.pdf
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
 

 





Making the grade

Darnell Elementary School advances from 1 to 5 stars in

two years

Chase Stevens  Las Vegas Review-JournalFirst grade teacher Christine O’Neal, right, hugs Patsy

Darnell on Thursday after being presented with a $1,000 check to put toward school supplies at

Darnell Elementary School. Darnell is the widow of the school’s namesake, Marshall Darnell.

By Spencer Levering Las Vegas Review-Journal

Improving a school’s rating from one to five stars is a challenging feat. But one Las Vegas

school did just that in only two years.

Darnell Elementary School in the northwest valley skyrocketed to a five-star rating last

school year, up from the one-star status they earned in the 2023-24 school year. Star

ratings are calculated by the Nevada Department of Education based on factors such as

assessment results, chronic absenteeism and graduation rates.

Darnell Principal Kim Gray said she arrived at the school just three years ago with two

questions: “What do our kids need?” and “What do our teachers need?”

Image 1 of 4 NEXT IMAGE

javascript:void(0)


Gray said she found that, for students to thrive, her teachers needed to become more

familiar with the high-quality instructional materials they had been provided. By

developing her staff’s teaching skills, Gray said her students started seeing results.

“Teaching is an art, and anyone can deliver a curriculum, but these teachers who come to

us as professionals have the ability to make sure that they’re implementing strategies,

supports and scaffolds for kids that are effective,” Gray said. “Our growth in our

proficiency are definitely outcomes of that purposeful work.”

Third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students at Darnell Elementary raised their math proficiency

rate to 61.1 percent last year, up nearly 22 percentage points from just two years ago. Their

English Language Arts proficiency rate made a 21-percentage-point jump to 64.7 percent

proficiency in the same timespan.

“From my first day on this campus, I knew this was not a one-star school,” Gray said. “We

have the same educators. We are in the same community. Nothing really has changed other

than providing everyone what they needed.”

She added: “These teachers have always built incredible relationships with our community,

our kids and our parents.”

The academic improvements were a delight to Patsy Darnell, the widow of the elementary

school’s namesake, Marshall Darnell, who spent about 30 years as a Clark County School

District educator and administrator. A former high school employee in Las Vegas, Patsy

Darnell said she has seen how important a child’s elementary school years are.

“The first few years is a foundation that means everything to the student for the rest of their

life,” she said. “I’m just so proud of them.”

To celebrate the academic improvements, the College Football Playoff Foundation

provided lunch to the school’s staff and awarded first grade teacher Christine O’Neal with

$1,000 to buy classroom materials. Gray called O’Neal “one of the heartbeats of the

school.”

O’Neal, a Clark County School District employee for 31 years, said her math instruction in

recent years has focused on getting kids to be confident in knowing their numbers, while

her English instruction centers on phonics. She said she plans on using the award money

to purchase prizes for her students to earn.

“I think the success here is because the teachers really all are working together, and we

have a very supportive administration. If we didn’t have that, I don’t think we could be as

successful,” said O’Neal, who has worked at Darnell Elementary for 12 years.

Gray praised the efforts of Darnell’s teachers and staff over the last two years.

“They’re incredible,” Gray said of her school’s staff. “The work that they put into this is

outstanding. I’m incredibly proud of them.”

Contact Spencer Levering at slevering@reviewjournal.com or 702-383-0253.
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