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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

8/31/26 
Conducting: Pres. Jeanne  
Invocation and Pledge: Jack Woodcock 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here, 
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
  week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jackie Thornhill, although technically not a visiting Rotarian, 
joined us again today. She is a former member of the Las Vegas 
Club where she served as President in 2019-2020 after which she 
served as an Assistant Governor for 2 years.  She is from Mt. 
Airy, North Carolina where she also was a member of Rotary.  
She is looking to get back involved in Rotary and has expressed 
interest in joining LVSWR.  Welcome back, Jackie! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric Schimmoeller joined us today as a guest of the club.  
He was instrumental as the coordinator between UNLV and 
the “dorm kit” project and he helped get the UNLV “swag”.  
Eric is a member of the Las Vegas Rotary Club and is 
UNLV’s Senior Director for Gift Planning. Pres. Jeanne 
expressed the club’s appreciation for his help and gifted 
him with a couple Lawry’s gift cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bgvUsQBYbEioyvVw7
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacqueline-thornhill-864a7b256/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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GUESTS 
 
None Today 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that the next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at 
DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89117 (Charleston and 
Hualapai).  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Greg Mottau announced that he has a Rotarian friend in Sedona who has 250,000 Paul 
Harris Fellow points and the friend is willing to match up to $500 for any member who 
would like to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  Contact Greg for details. 
 
Pres. Jeanne announced that our next Happy Feet service project at William Feron 
Elementary School is on Wednesday, September 16th, at 8:00 a.m.   
 
Tom Novotny announced that Thurman White Elementary School in his Henderson 
neighborhood has a food pantry that ran out of food over the summer.  If you have canned 
goods or other food items that you would like to donate, please contact Tom, and he will 
come pick them up. 
 
Shaun Ochsner announced that he is starting a social media project and is looking for 
volunteers.  Sign up sheets are in the red book.  He will be filming a one-to-two-minute 
video segment about why you are involved in Rotary and then posting it on our 
Facebook/Instagram pages.  He is also planning to start a You Tube channel. 
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced the upcoming RYLA , December 4-6, 2026, and asked if 
anyone knew any 10th or 11th graders that would be interested.  We have a deadline to 
submit applications coming up in a couple of weeks. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that the annual “Safety Officer Award Recognition” event is 
scheduled for September 21st at City Hall.  Pres. Jeanne and Jordana Lane are on the 
committee along with Tom Novotny, Toni Kern, and Shaun Ochsner.  Jordana was in 
charge last year and Pres. Jeanne is in charge this year.  The event is sponsored by all the 
Rotary Clubs in the valley.  The event begins at 8:30 a.m. with coffee and snacks with the 
presentation from 9:00 to 10:30. 
 
Joe Wittenwiler said the scholarship application has been revamped and updated and is 
available on the homepage of our website as well as in the Vocational Service section of 
the site.  Click here to go straight to it. 
 
Toni Kern announced that she supports an organization called “Green our Planet” that 
will be having a Farmers Market on 10/14 at the Clark County Government Center.  Click 
here for more information. The event will run from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm.  There was also a 
tour of their headquarters last Wednesday that she and Keith Thomas both attended. Click 
here for pictures. 
 

Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for the International Water 
Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If anyone else is interested, contact Greg or Keith.  
Arrangements and reservations are currently being made. 

https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2027-Las_Vegas_Southwest_Rotary_2027_Scholarship_Application_FINAL_ALL_PAGES.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wCqLEnLNYCEctWnY7


3 
 

 
Pres. Jeanne reminded everyone that another Football Season is upon us. Which means it is time to sign up 
for Sunday and Monday Night Football.  Here are the particulars in case you forgot: 
 
Each square on Sunday or Monday costs $100 ($5.88 per game for 17 games) and you can buy as many 
squares as you want (subject to availability). You can invite friends and family and the contest runs for 17 
weeks with new numbers every week. 
 
Payouts are $50 for 1st and 3rd Quarter and $100 for Half and Final. Payouts are all done at end of regular 
season just in time for the playoffs. 
 
Proceeds of the contest will go to support our clubs Vocational Services which include: 
$10,000 scholarship to a Nevada institution, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards), TLC (Teen 
Leadership Camp), Dan Stover Music Contest, 4 Way Speech Contest. 
  
Contact Eric Colvin to select your square(s).  Please note that if you have played in the past, you get first dibs 
on your prior year’s square(s). 
 
Thanks for supporting the Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club, since 2016 we have raised just over $100,000 to 
support Rotary. 

 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 

 
Duncan Lee was welcomed back after missing a couple of meetings. Asked where he had been, he said they 
have been summering in Park City, with a break to take a cruise down the Rhine River where they 
occasionally had to take a bus due to a shortage of water in the river. He said even Tuscany was short on 
water. He said they just returned yesterday and are headed back to Park City to cool off. 
 
Tom Llewellyn was asked about his recent whereabouts.  He said they flew out last Friday afternoon to 
attend their oldest granddaughter’s wedding.  He said he remembers most of it and plans to be back in shape 
for a trip they are taking in a month or so to Switzerland and the Netherlands. 
 
Lori Clarke missed a meeting or two but had a good reason.  She was back in Star Valley, Wyoming for the 
celebration of life for her dad and his wife.  She said they had a lot of people in attendance who told some 
good stories about “Gibby” (her dad and former long time Southwest Rotarian, Gib Oswald, who joined 
Southwest Rotary in the 60’s as one of the youngest ever to join the club.).  Even her brother had some good 
stories about the old Westgate Drug days.  She said maybe the fact that it was an open bar contributed to the 
attendance and stories. 
 
 
JOKES 
 
Lori Clarke said that in her dad’s effects, she found a compendium of his Rotary jokes over the years.  
Since most are somewhat ribald, she selected one of the mild ones for today…”A delivery boy delivered a 
prescription to a little old 74-year-old lady, and while talking, proceeded to eat up all the peanuts on her 
buffet table.  “Oh, I’m so sorry,” he said when he got ready to go, “Maybe I better buy you some more 
peanuts since I ate them all while talking.”  The little old lady said, “Oh, never mind sonny, at my age all I 
can do is suck the chocolate off of them anyway.”   (Lori followed that up with a story about one of her 
daughters who liked to suck jelly beans but not eat them.  Unfortunately for Lori, her daughter would put the 
“used” jelly beans back in the back and you can imagine what happened next.!) 
 
Tom Martin – Patrick and Michael were the best of friends. One day they decided to go bicycling together, 
but they only had one tandem bicycle. Since Michael was much stronger, he offered to sit in the front seat 
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and steer while Patrick took the back seat. They eventually came to a massive, incredibly steep hill. Michael 
started pedaling with all his might, straining his muscles, sweating profusely, and puffing like a steam 
engine. He pedaled and pedaled until his legs felt like jelly, but he kept pushing until they finally reached the 
very top of the hill. Exhausted, Michael collapsed over the handlebars, gasping for air. "Man, Patrick," he 
panted, "that was the toughest climb of my life! I thought we were never going to make it up that hill!". 
Patrick wiped his brow, nodded in agreement, and said, "I know, Michael! It’s a good thing I kept the brakes 
slammed down the whole time, or we would have slid right back to the bottom!" 
 
Bruce Pope - Two grandparents agreed to take turns driving their 7-year-old granddaughter to school. Grandma took 
her on the first day, and Grandpa took her on the second day. As Grandpa was dropping her off, the little girl said, "I 
didn't meet any new people today. “Grandpa asked, "What do you mean? “The little girl replied, "Well, when I rode 
with Grandma yesterday, I saw at least 4 morons, 2 or 3 blind ladies, a numbskull, several freaking idiots, and about 
3 people who drive like some guy named Stevie Wonder!” 

 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bruce MacKenzie was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Duncan Lee gifted Pres. Jeanne with an ornate coffee mug from Deer Valley, Utah (near Park City) that 
includes a map of the mountain inside the mug. 
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Cynthia and Justin Hamada just returned from attending the ASEA Convention in Salt Lake City and 
brought back a one of a kind mug not available anywhere else. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Anyone know where this memorial plaque is located?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a hint. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=asea+convention+salt+lake+city&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1198US1198&oq=asea+convention+salt+lake+city&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABiABDIICAIQABgWGB4yCAgDEAAYFhgeMggIBBAAGBYYHjIICAUQABgWGB4yCAgGEAAYFhgeMgoIBxAAGKIEGIkFMgoICBAAGKIEGIkFMgcICRAAGO8F0gEJMTU3MzVqMGo3qAIIsAIB8QWANnmO-xOoeA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8


6 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was presented by Dan Harutunian.  He currently serves 
as the International Chair for the Westlake Village Sunrise club and is his 
club’s President Elect for 2027-2028.   
 
Dan’s passion for the world around him, regardless of political borders, 
started with a childhood spent in Europe, the US and the Middle East, and 
continued onto college where he was among the first group of American 
students permitted to study in the Soviet Union. 
 
Along the way, he earned a B.A in Economics and his Masters in Law from 
Texas A&M University and now works as a Certified Financial Planner 
(CFP) with Tarkenton Financial. 
 
Aside from his love of his clients, he loves to travel, collect old menus and enjoys speaking on Rotary’s International, 
Youth and Peace Building initiatives. 
 

He spoke about an important hospital grant coming up in the Republic 
of Armenia. It's designed to help refugees from a war in the 
neighboring country. 
 
He also spoke about global grants in a general sense and about some 
of the projects they are doing.  He is also working on a Global Peace 
project that allows students to play a peace game with each other. So 
far, they have Interact clubs in 3 different countries signed up.  
 
A copy of his presentation is attached. 
 
Thanks so much for a very interesting discussion, particularly the 
Q&A after the presentation! 
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
 
 
 



 

 

Dan Harutunian is a proud Rotarian and currently serves 

as the International Chair for the Westlake Village Sunrise 

club.  Dan’s passion for the world around him, regardless of 

political borders, started with a childhood spent in Europe, 

the US and the Middle East, and continued onto college 

where he was among the first group of American students 

permitted to study in the Soviet Union.  

Along the way, he earned a B.A in Economics and his 

Masters in Law from Texas A&M University and now works 

as a Certified Financial Planner (CFP) with Tarkenton 

Financial.   

Aside from his love of his clients, he loves to travel, collect 

old menus and enjoys speaking on Rotary’s International, 

Youth and Peace Building initiatives.   

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary BIO 

Dan Harutunian 

The Rotary Club of Westlake Village 
Sunrise 
Email: danharutunian@yahoo.com 
Cell: (818) 825-1911 
Office: (661) 339-3265 

 

mailto:danharutunian@yahoo.com














Dan Harutunian 

• PE Westlake Village

• International Services 

• BA Economica CSUN 

• MJP Texas A&M Law

• 32 Years as a Financial Planner
• AIG, Great Western Bank, Home Savings Bank

• Currently Ensemble Wealth Partners 



Rotary Club of 
Westlake Village 
Sunrise





Stuff We’re Doing

• Internationally
• CalFIRE/BAJA Mar
• Uganda FAST/World Vision

• Rotary Global Grants
• Trans Caucusus/Niger/Mexico/Venezuela and Uganda

• X-Ray Machines, Nomad Midwifes, Hotel Room, Batwa Tribe 

• Interact Rotaract Peace Game 





Finance Accelerating 
Savings Group 
Transformation 



International/Peace/youth Project

• Peace 2030 Moonshot

• Interact Students
• Promote Peace and Conflict Prevention

• Work with International Clubs
• Montreal (Francaphone)

• Armenia

• Mexico

• United States

• Lebanon 

• Students Can Earn a Bronze, Silver or Gold Medal 



Peace Builder International and Youth Services Opportunity 

RC Montreal, RC’s 2452, 5280 and 5240 
5300?



Why Am I a Rotarian?

• A Loaf of Bread, a Woman Who Tried to Kill Me and the Lady Who Told me to Give Up





Armenia
2,900,000
Oldest Countries 860 BC
6,200 Year Old Wine
Kim Kardashian
Cher
Alvin and the Chipmunks
Coach Tarkanian
Coach Parsaghian 

Independence 1991

Major Earthquake 1988

2020/23 War 112,000





Goris Medical Center 

Goris City 21000
Syunik Province 142,000
Refugee Population 
20,000
Equipment Averages 25 
Years old or older

No Ultrasound Available 
1 Ventilator (rest by hand)
No Patient Monitors
No Gastro Colonoscopy 











Rotaract Club of Yerevan 





Goris Medical Center Needs 

• 1 Ultrasound Machine

• Colonoscopy/Endoscopy

• ICU Monitors

• We are asking for your support!

• Grant is approximately $70,000  



If You’d Like to Support 

• Any Amount GG DDF Match 

• Recognition on a Plaque 

• Please Contact Dan Harutunian 

• 818 825 1911 
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