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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

8/24/26 
Conducting: Pres. Jeanne  
Invocation and Pledge: Keith Thomas 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here, (Check out  
                                                                                                                                                                      Tom’s cool “halo” effect in today’s  
                                                                                                                                                                       pictures!) 

Mic duty:  Bruce Pope 
 Newsletter:  Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 

  week on our website and on our Facebook page  
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jackie Thornhill, although technically not a visiting Rotarian, 
joined us today. She is a former member of the Las Vegas Club 
where she served as President in 2019-2020 after which she 
served as an Assistant Governor for 2 years.  She is from Mt. 
Airy, North Carolina where she also was a member of Rotary.  
She is looking to get back involved in Rotary and has expressed 
interest in joining LVSWR.  Welcome, Jackie! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
None today. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that the next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/sjBnYQ1SvyUgzoPB6
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacqueline-thornhill-864a7b256/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89117 (Charleston and 
Hualapai).  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Eric Colvin (in absentia) announced that it is hard to believe another Football Season is 
upon us. Which means it is time to sign up for Sunday and Monday Night Football.  Here 
are the particulars in case you forgot: 
 
Each square on Sunday or Monday costs $100 ($5.88 per game for 17 games) and you can 
buy as many squares as you want (subject to availability). You can invite friends and 
family and the contest runs for 17 weeks with new numbers every week. 
 
Payouts are $50 for 1st and 3rd Quarter and $100 for Half and Final. Payouts are all done 
at end of regular season just in time for the playoffs. 
 
Proceeds of the contest will go to support our clubs Vocational Services which include: 
$10,000 scholarship to a Nevada institution, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards), 
TLC (Teen Leadership Camp), Dan Stover Music Contest, 4 Way Speech Contest. 
  
Contact Eric to select your square(s).  Please note that if you have played in the past, you 
get first dibs on your prior year’s square(s). 
 
Thanks for supporting the Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club, since 2016 we have raised 
just over $100,000 to support Rotary. 
 
Toni Kern announced that she supports an organization called “Green our Planet” that 
will be having a Farmers Market on 10/14 at the Clark County Government Center.  Click 
here for more information. The event will run from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm.  There is also a 
tour of their headquarters scheduled for this Wednesday at 2:00 p.m.  Contact Toni for 
details. 
 
Pres. Jeanne announced that the annual “Safety Officer Award Recognition” event is 
scheduled for September 21st at City Hall.  Pres. Jeanne and Jordana Lane are on the 
committee and Jordana ws in charge last year and Pres. Jeanne is in charge this year.  
The event is sponsored by all the Rotary Clubs in the valley.  The event begins at 8:30 
a.m. with coffee and snacks with the presentation from 9:00 to 10:30. 
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced the upcoming RYLA , December 4-6, 2026, and asked if 
anyone knew any 10th or 11th graders that would be interested.  We have a deadline to 
submit applications coming up in a couple of weeks. 
 
Greg Mottau and Keith Thomas are going to Puerto Vallarta 2/16/27 to 2/26/27 for the 
International Water Project our club has participated in the past five years.  If anyone else 
is interested, contact Greg or Keith.  Arrangements and reservations are currently being 
made. 
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Fred Fukumoto was recognized for his birthday on 8/21 and asked how he and Gwen 
plan to celebrate.  He said that this next Saturday they are going to go out to eat at his 
favorite restaurant.  Pressed as to which restaurant, he said “oh, just a little restaurant in 
Amsterdam.”  Not bad for someone who is 82!  While there they plan to visit three 
different countries.  He said he would probably only bring back one mug as it is hard to 
keep them from breaking in your luggage. (Of course, he could hand carry it as did a 
certain other unnamed LVSWR member did recently on his trip to a faraway country.) 

https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
https://www.rotary5300.org/service/youth-service/ryla/
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Frank Abbott was asked about his recent whereabouts since he had missed a few meetings.  He said that he 
was in the process of selling businesses so doesn’t have to work so much.  He said they have been taking some 
time to travel, including to Amsterdam, Alaska, and the Middle East. 
 
Francesca Gilbert was called upon to report her recent doings.  Not much, she said, just working.  She said 
she has already closed 15 sales this year.  She also said that the National Association of Realtors reports that 82 
percent of real estate agents won’t sell one home this year. Congratulations, Francesca! She also said that her 
daughter, Natalie, is starting Harvard Law School on Wednesday and that her other daughter, Alyssa, is two 
months into her new job.  She said her only other family member at home, Nala, is still her favorite dog and 
still ruling the roost. 
 
Pres. Jeanne then called upon herself to deliver a lengthy soliloquy about her pet tortoise who is currently 30 
pounds and expected to get up to 100 pounds.  I believe she said it was gifted to her younger daughter by 
Gordie, Rebecca’s husband. She then regaled us with a vivid description of the turtles eating and excretory 
habits relating to pumpkins and the subsequent aftermath requiring a fence because of the productive nature of 
the turtle’s excretory habits and its proclivity to eat the fruits of its labor (you had to be there to understand 
what all that means!) At any rate, “Ninja tortoise” is doing well. 
 
Pres. Jeanne then called upon Toni Kern to come to the podium.  As you know, Toni, was recently inducted 
into our club.  Pres. Jeanne presented her with her official “Certificate of Membership” in the Las Vegas 
Southwest Rotary Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 



4 
 

 
Tom Martin – For a high school dance, a boy asked out the girl he liked.  To get flowers for her, he had to stand in a 
line outside the florist for an hour.  To make things worse, he had to wait another hour in a line outside the tuxedo 
shop.  Finally, he goes to the dance with the girl.  The girl wanted to have some apple punch so he went to get it, but to 
his surprise, there was no punch line. 
 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Fred Fukumoto was today’s winner. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
 
Toni Kern brought back a mug from their trip to the Shakespeare plays in Cedar City, Utah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Frank Abbott brought back several gifts from his recent peregrinations, including a visit to the Van Gogh 
Museum in Amsterdam where he found a couple cool items.  He also brought a deck of cards from the 
exclusive Pacific Union Club in San Francisco. The Pacific-Union Club is an ultra-exclusive, private social 
club located at 1000 California Street atop Nob Hill in San Francisco. Housed in the historic James C. Flood 
Mansion, it is famous for its strict privacy, traditional etiquette, and elite membership. It is a men's club and the 
men are overwhelmingly old and white and rich and conservative (hmmm, sound like Frank????)   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://puclub.org/web/pages/login
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Greg Mottau said he and Sandi spent a couple of weeks in Portland visiting family.  They planned to stay 
three weeks but after the first two weeks the smoke from the wildfires became overwhelming so they decided 
to come on home.  He did bring back a cool rodeo mug and a bracelet (undoubtedly a nice bracelet, after all 
Greg’s dad was a jeweler and undoubtedly passed along an appreciation for finer things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see pictures from 8/12/05 when our Southwest Rotarians traveled to Southern California for the Pageant 
of the Masters. One of our then Southwest Rotarians kept a boat moored there which is where we met for drinks, etc.  
Last week, the question was, “Can anyone name the Southwest Rotarian? “  Fred Fukumoto correctly identified him 
as Joe Byers. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program was presented by Jason Bailey.  He has worked within Public 
Services for the Southern Nevada Water Authority for the past 10 years. 
Prior to that, he worked at the Springs Preserve.  

 
He has a wife and three boys and he 
told us about his three boys who each 
were given turtles as pets.  Since it was 
during the time of the Ninja Turtles, the 
oldest boy named his Leonardo, the 
middle boy named his Donatello, but 
the youngest boy apparently has a mind 
of his own as he eschewed the obvious 
name of Michelangelo and instead named him “Sheldon”.  Which, of course, 
makes a lot of sense. 
 
Jason helps support the Authority’s mission of providing reliable water resources 
and educating the community about water conservation and sustainability. His 
decade of experience reflects a strong commitment to public engagement and 
helping Southern Nevada residents understand the value of one of the region’s 
most important resources. 
 

A copy of his presentation is attached. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/UzTNN95j3egg3aFbA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jason-bailey-6a17915/


6 
 

 
Thanks so much for a very interesting discussion, particularly the Q&A after the presentation! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
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Jason Bailey
PUBLIC SERVICES

WATER UPDATE



Regional Water System

Supporting:
• 2.4 million residents
• 41 million annual visitors
• Approx. 600 square miles (metropolitan area)
• $110 billion in Gross Domestic Product

2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The regional water system includes major infrastructure:
Two drinking water treatment facilities
Three drinking water intakes
A water quality laboratory and research center
Pumping stations and major reservoirs
Transmission laterals




Las Vegas is the driest metropolitan area in the United States.
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The Colorado River is shared 
among seven Basin States and 
the country of Mexico.

4

Nevada accesses its Colorado 
River allocation through 
facilities in Lake Mead.



Nevada receives the smallest share of Colorado River water.

1 acre foot= 325,851 gallons
5



Severe and sustained drought conditions continue to impact critical 
storage reserves in the Colorado River Basin.

TODAY
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Lake Powell

23%

Lake Mead

27%

Elevation: 3,522 ft
Storage: 5,376 kaf

Elevation: 1,041 ft
Storage: 7,044 kaf

Total Colorado River System Contents:  18,904 kaf (32%)
Total Colorado River System Contents Last Year: 22,744 kaf (39%)
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Reservoir Status

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes: Total System Contents includes Upper and Lower Colorado River reservoirs, less Lake Mead exclusive flood control space.
Source: USBR- https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/weekly.pdf
Last Updated: 5/25/2026
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/weekly.pdf
Excel Workbook: Historical_Unregulated_Inflow.xlsx
Percent of average values based on the 1991-2020 average of 9.60 maf




CLIMATE CONDITIONS
U.S. SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK

9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php




LAKE MEAD: 24-MONTH STUDY PROJECTIONS

10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Updated: 5/18/2026



Colorado River – Ongoing Negotiations

11



Southern Nevada has 
spent decades ensuring 

the reliability of water 
supplies for Southern 

Nevada
Storing water supplies for the future

Working with partners & developing 
comprehensive plans to manage supplies

Incentives, programs, regulation & 
pricing

Constructing major facilities and asset management

WATER BANKING

RESOURCE PLANNING

CONSERVATION

INFRASTRUCTURE

12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





875 ft. Intake

895 ft. Dead pool

13

Infrastructure, such as Intake No. 3 – a 3-mile tunnel to the deepest area of Lake Mead 
– and Low Lake Level Pumping Station (L3PS), ensures Southern Nevada’s access to 
water despite declining lake levels.

13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Intake 1 at 1050'; Intake 2 at 1000'
Even at Deadpool, there is still about 2.5 million acre-feet of water above our intake.
While deadpool would be a disastrous situation, it does make us the most water-secure city in the Southwest.



Water Banking

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000
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2,500,000

ICS
954,000 AF

California Bank
330,000 AF

So. NV Bank
342,000 AF

Arizona Bank
614,000 AF

198,000 AF

2025 Colorado River 
Consumptive Use

SNWA Banked Resources

Southern Nevada has stored 
2.2 million acre-feet of water.  

This is more than 10 times 
Nevada’s 2025 consumptive 

Colorado River water use. 
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Return Flow Credits

We recycle nearly all of the water 
used indoors, thereby extending the 
availability of our resources.

15



Following a period of increasing 
water use, the SNWA Board 

established a new water 
conservation goal in 2021:

86 gallons per person per day
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No new golf courses

Golf course water budgets

Cool to warm season grass

Non-functional grass 

Park improvements

Large Water User Policy

Leak Resolution

Asset Management

Septic Conversion Program 86
GPCD

GRASS

NEW DEVELOPMENT

GOAL

Cooling Standards

Pool Standards

Limit new grass

Septic Standards

Cooling Rebates

Grass Rebates

Tree Incentives

Tree Canopy Investments

ADAPTATION

Conserving resources is a community effort.

EFFICIENCY
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Colorado River Consumptive Use

When everyone contributes to conservation, we see the results.

New 
Conservation 

Goal Established
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Since 2002, Southern Nevada has made significant conservation 
achievements, but work remains to reduce consumptive uses.
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Las Vegas is getting hotter

20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide Details: 
But the warming atmosphere is not only changing how much water the atmosphere can hold, it is changing where and how much precipitation is falling.
Extreme 1- day precipitation events are on the rise in most regions, but especially those regions in green in the map.
Higher average annual precipitation totals are occurring in some regions, while others are drying.
The Southwest US is drier than the past.
The Midwest and Northeast are wetter. 

Source: https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-us-and-global-precipitation#ref1
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). (2024). Climate at a glance. Retrieved March 25, 2024, from www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance



Mitigating rising temperatures

Urban development creates heat islands.

The SNWA supports increasing programs 
that increase canopy coverage to help 
curb urban heat island effect. 

SNWA Tree Enhancement Program
• WSL participants installed more than 2,600 new 

trees in 2025, creating more than 1.1 million sf. 
of new tree canopy at maturity. 

ImpactNV Partnership
• Installed approximately 1,330 trees in high-heat 

low-income areas. Several new planting 
projects are currently underway.

21



LOOKING AHEAD

22



The SNWA’s Water Resource Plan considers a 
variety of planning scenarios to meet long-term 
demands.

Meeting the conservation goal requires land use 
planning that considers water use.

• Maintain water-efficient development codes
• Further reduce existing consumptive water uses
• Avoid new high-consumptive water uses

11.0 MAF Natural Flow
Upper Demand 
86 GPCD (Conservation Goal Met)

11.0 MAF Natural Flow
Upper Demand 
93 GPCD (Conservation Goal Not Met)

SNWA uses a scenario-based planning approach
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Southern Nevada is partnering 
with the Metropolitan Water 

District of Southern California 
to invest in the project in 

exchange for water resources.

Southern California Pure Water Project

24



On June 3, the Bureau of Reclamation 
and water agencies in California, 

Nevada and Arizona signed an MOU 
to advance discussions to develop a 

framework for interstate water 
exchanges.

Memorandum of Understanding

25



HOW CAN  YOU CONSERVE?

26



Follow the watering schedule.

27



28

Report water waste.



Remove nonfunctional grass.
29
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