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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

8/17/26 
Conducting: Pres. Jeanne  
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here,  
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Jodie Wilkerson joined us as a guest of our speaker, Wally Swenson.  She is the 
Assistant Director of Communications for Nevada HAND. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that the next Greenspokes is scheduled for 10/7/26 at 

DONATE  
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DeMarco’s Pizza at 9785 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89117 (Charleston and 
Hualapai).  It will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Eric Colvin announced that it is hard to believe another Football Season is upon us. 
Which means it is time to sign up for Sunday and Monday Night Football.  Here are the 
particulars in case you forgot: 
 
Each square on Sunday or Monday costs $100 ($5.88 per game for 17 games) and you can 
buy as many squares as you want (subject to availability). You can invite friends and 
family and the contest runs for 17 weeks with new numbers every week. 
 
Payouts are $50 for 1st and 3rd Quarter and $100 for Half and Final. Payouts are all done 
at end of regular season just in time for the playoffs. 
 
Proceeds of the contest will go to support our clubs Vocational Services which include: 
$10,000 scholarship to a Nevada institution, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards), 
TLC (Teen Leadership Camp), Dan Stover Music Contest, 4 Way Speech Contest. 
  
Contact Eric to select your square(s).  Please note that if you have played in the past, you 
get first dibs on your prior year’s square(s). 
 
Thanks for supporting the Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club, since 2016 we have raised 
just over $100,000 to support Rotary. 
 
Toni Kern announced that she supports an organization called “Green our Planet” that 
will be having a Farmers Market on 10/14 at the Clark County Government Center.  Click 
here for more information. The event will run from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that the annual “Safety Officer Award Recognition” event is 
scheduled for September 21st at City Hall.  Pres. Jeanne and Jordana Lane are on the 
committee and Jordana ws in charge last year and Pres. Jeanne is in charge this year.  
The event is sponsored by all the Rotary Clubs in the valley.  The event begins at 8:30 
a.m. with coffee and snacks with the presentation from 9:00 to 10:30. 
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Bruce Pope called for recognition of Jordana Lane for completing 20 years in the real 
estate business. 
 
Ron Reynolds was recognized for his recent birthday and was asked if he had any 
advice for the club.  He said, “Never give advice to other people”.  (Wait…isn’t that 
what he is paid to do as an attorney?)  Asked how he celebrated, he said that they 
ordered a 16” Grimaldi pizza, a chocolate milkshake, and watched TV. 
 
Joe Wittenwiler also celebrated a recent birthday and said that he and Taryn’s birthdays 
are just one day apart so they went to the Durango Casino Happy Hour and then to 
“Swingers Golf” at Mandalay Bay.  He also said they went to Bend, Oregon to compete 
in a marathon which for Taryn turned into a marathon plus inasmuch as she strayed off 
course and went an extra 10 miles or so. When she didn’t show up at the finish line at 
the expected time, Joe said he approached the medics and rescue personnel who 
reassured him that she would either show up or they would find her.   She finally found 
her way to the finish line none the worse for wear.  While in Bend, they visited the last 
remaining “Blockbuster” store in the world. 
 

https://domdemarcos.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.swingers.club/us/locations/las-vegas?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23980346391&gbraid=0AAAAAoi65z9H632LhQmwCVKYmvGYD1fco&gclid=Cj0KCQjw4orUBhCjARIsAIbF3qw0oIVShXmv6hTwgGPc45IHZXcedqZMP5q2caVUes189aHTgy6tlbEaAga8EALw_wcB
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Joe Wittenwiler – What do you call two blackbirds that stick together…”Velcrow”. 
 
Tom Martin – A hillbilly family took a vacation to New York City. One day, the father took his son into a large 
building. They were amazed by everything they saw, especially the elevator at one end of the lobby. The boy asked, 
"What's this, Paw?" The father responded, "Son, I have never seen anything like this in my life. I don't know what it 
is!" While the boy and his father were watching in wide-eyed astonishment, an old lady in a wheelchair rolled up to the 
moving walls and pressed a button. The walls opened and the lady rolled between them into a small room. The walls 
closed and the boy and his father watched small circles of lights above the walls light up. They continued to watch the 
circles light up in the reverse direction. The walls opened again, and a voluptuous twenty-four-year-old woman stepped 
out. The father turned to his son and said, "Go get your maw!" 
 
 
 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Justin Hamada was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Rebecca Collett presented Pres. Jeanne with a mug the origin of which unfortunately escaped the bulletin 
editor’s notes.  Nonetheless, it is a cool mug with an interesting saying… 
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Paul Gustilo said that he and Nancy spent some time in Albuquerque and Santa Fe, New Mexico where they 
took in a flamenco show.  Turns out Albuquerque and Santa Fe are the heart of flamenco in North America, with 
year-round tablaos, and the largest annual flamenco festival outside of Spain across these two New Mexico cities.  
 

 

 
 
 
Joe Wittenwiler brought back a unique mug from his trip to Bend, Oregon.  As mentioned above, he and 
Taryn visited the last remaining Blockbuster store in the world where he was able to pick up a branded yellow 
mug. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=tablaos+flamenco&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1198US1198&oq=tablaos&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgCEAAYgAQyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIKCAgQABiABBiiBDIHCAkQABjvBdIBCDU2NzdqMGo3qAIIsAIB8QXI17Qd8SCUFg&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8
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Keith Thomas said that he has been traveling; to Utah for his granddaughter’s wedding, and to Thailand for 
his granddaughter’s honeymoon.  He said he spent two weeks in Thailand and came back with a ton of gifts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see pictures from 8/12/05 when our Southwest Rotarians traveled to Southern California for the Pageant 
of the Masters. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/UzTNN95j3egg3aFbA
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PROGRAM 
 
Our program was presented by Waldon Swenson. Wally serves as the Vice 
President of Corporate Affairs for Nevada HAND, the state's largest provider of 
affordable housing. 
 
Prior to his leadership role at Nevada HAND, he served as the Director of 
Communications and Marketing for the Illinois Housing Development Authority. 
His public affairs background includes serving as the Director of 
Intergovernmental Affairs for former Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner and Deputy 
Campaign Manager for U.S. Representative John Shimkus, alongside directing 
numerous successful state legislative campaigns. 
 
Recognized early in his career as one of Chicago’s "30 Under 30" by the Publicity 
Club of Chicago, he is also a proud graduate of the Leadership Las Vegas Class of 
2023. He actively lends his time and expertise to the community by serving on the 
Nevada Housing Coalition Policy Committee and the NAIOP Southern Nevada 
Government Affairs Committee. He holds both a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 
and a Master of Arts in Communication Studies from Eastern Illinois University. 
 
A copy of his slide presentation is attached along with some brochures and other information about NH. 
  
Thanks so much for a very interesting discussion, particularly the Q&A after the presentation! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
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BUILDING 
STRONGER 
COMMUNITIES:
AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATES

WALLY SWENSON
VICE PRESIDENT OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS



AFFORDABLE HOUSING & 
NEVADA HAND OVERVIEW



HOUSING CONTINUUM

Image Credit: Huron County website



THE NEED:
NEVADA’S HOUSING CHALLENGE

No state has an 
adequate supply of 
affordable rental housing 
for the lowest -income 
renters.

Nevada’s ratio of 
supply to need is the 
worst in the nation.

Source: Low -Income Housing Coalition Gap Report



LOW -INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT (LIHTC)
The primary federal vehicle for attracting private equity to finance affordable rental housing. Rather than 
relying solely on direct government subsidies, LIHTC incentivizes private investors through dollar -for-dollar 
reductions in federal tax liability.

Since its creation in 1986, LIHTC has financed the development or preservation of more than 3.3 
million homes nationwide , serving approximately 8 million low -income households. 

Impact of LIHTC in Nevada 1986 - 2024 
• 39,073 affordable homes developed or preserved
• 92,508 low -income households served
• 65,793 jobs supported for at least one year
• $2.68B  in tax revenue generated
• $7.42 B  in wages and business income generated

Source: The ACTION Campaign



WHO AFFORDABLE HOUSING SERVES

Who lives in affordable housing?

• Seniors on a fixed income.

• Working adults.

• Families.

• Households earning 30% to 60% of the 
Area Median Income.

• Household income range from less 
than $20,000 up to $85,000 a year.

Professions include:

Teachers and classroom aides, healthcare 
workers/caregivers, childcare workers, delivery 
drivers, sales associates, hospitality workers, 
restaurant staff, landscapers, office managers, 
authors, coaches, artists, and more.



WHY AFFORDABLE HOUSING MATTERS

Affordable housing is good for the economy, your 
community, and your wallet .

• Preventing homelessness and reducing pressure on the 
social safety net saves taxpayers  significant money. 

• A sustainable local workforce with affordable housing 
supports  business growth and tax revenue.

• Stable housing is a major factor in improved academic 
outcomes for school -aged children.

• Helping seniors on a fixed income remain healthy and 
independent reduces healthcare costs and increases 
consumer activity.

• Financially stable households show increased rates of 
economic, social, and civic engagement.

• Economic stability and improved prospects for working 
families – including homeownership – creates 
a stronger future for our entire community. 



WHAT AFFORDABLE HOUSING LOOKS LIKE
Typical Amenities:

▪ Community Room

▪ Pool

▪ Fitness Center

▪ Parking

▪ Pets allowed

▪ Appliances provided

▪ On-site Resident 
Services 

▪ For seniors: free fixed -
route transportation 
services



NEVADA HAND OVERVIEW

Nevada HAND is the largest provider of affordable housing in the state, serving low -income seniors and families. 
We have been a 501(c)(3) non -profit in Southern Nevada since 1993. Today, we serve over 8,300 low -income 
residents in 5,400 units of affordable housing across 38 communities. 

Real Estate Development: 
We are intentional about where we 
locate our homes, so residents have 
access to schools, transportation, 
and other daily needs.

Construction: 
We build high -quality, energy-
efficient, and attractive apartment 
homes with amenities that benefit 
seniors and families.

Property Management: 
We are dedicated to ensuring our 
communities are well -maintained and 
responsive to resident needs.

Resident Services: 
A hallmark of Nevada HAND’s housing 
model is our program of personalized 
wraparound services and resources 
designed to help residents thrive.



SINCE I LAST SAW YOU IN 2024



OPENED 2024
Rome Pines Senior Apartments

220 units of affordable senior housing 

on Rome Blvd between N Goldfield and N 5th. 



OPENED 2025 
Buffalo Cactus Senior Apartments

125 units of affordable senior housing 

at the corner of Buffalo Drive and Cactus Avenue



New construction of 60 units  of senior apartments on 
existing property plus rehab of 58 -unit existing building

OPENED 2026
Pearson Pines Senior Apartments



OPENED 2026
Southern Pines Family Apartments

240 units of affordable family housing 

at Decatur Boulevard and Pyle Avenue



REHAB COMPLETE 2026
Stewart Pines II Apartments

Full rehab of community spaces and 
apartments. Residents temporarily relocated 

and returned to beautiful new apartments!



LEASING NOW
Sunrise Ranch Family Apartments

144 new units of affordable family housing in Henderson . Up 

to 60 units set aside for young adults aging out of foster care .



REHABS BEGUN 2026
Apache Pines Family and Westcliff 4 Senior

Apache Pines
274 -unit family: full community rehab. 

Westcliff 4
90 -unit senior: assisted living facility converting 
to independent senior apartments.



BROKE GROUND 2026
Serene Pines Senior Apartments

281 new units of affordable senior housing at Las Vegas Blvd and Serene Ave. Nevada HAND’s largest 

single -building development to date. Opening 2028.



WHAT’S NEXT



PUEBLO PINES

Planned 270 new senior units (all 1 -bedroom)

• Zoning approved by City of Henderson

• Land purchased in January.

• Applying for LIHTCs in June 2026

Received NAHA funding –  first award from 
the AB540 bill! 

Rendering



TENAYA PINES

Planned 240 new units of 
family housing

• Won an RFP from the City of 
Las Vegas for 10 acres of 
BLM land.

• Our second BLM land project

• Process to transfer land has 
started.

Rendering



WHAT’S NEW IN HOUSING:
THE 21 ST  CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING BILL

• The most substantive Housing policy legislation to be enacted into law in 
decades, passing both chambers of Congress by wide, bipartisan margins. 

• Includes substantial reforms key HUD programs and practice areas.

• Presents new opportunities for preservation.

• Establishes numerous pilot programs.

• Makes major changes to environmental review rules.

• Mandates reports, best practices, and guidance from federal housing 
regulators and other federal entities.



QUESTIONS?



THE NEVADA HAND BLOCK PARTY: 
Annual fundraiser for our free on -site food pantries for low -income senior residents.

We hope LV SW Rotary members (and your +1) will join us as our guests!

To RSVP: email Wally Swenson, wswenson@nevadahand.org (please include the name of your +1)

Thursday, October 15th, 5:30 - 8:30pm

• Fergusons Downtown

• Easy parking, artsy space, nice bathrooms ☺

• Format: fun, festive, informal outdoor event

• Great food and drinks: 

• Paymon's Fresh Kitchen and Lounge

• Hash House A -Go -Go

• Heavenly Pies

• The Sin City Chef 

• Drinks by El Magico  Tequila, Spur Vodka, & more!



To learn more, visit:
nevadahand.org

To RSVP for the Block Party 
on October 15: 

wswenson@nevadahand.org 
(Please include the name of your +1)
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