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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

8/03/26 
Conducting: President Jeanne “Rotary Genie” Willett 
Invocation and Pledge: The Distinguished, Mr. Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here,  
Mic duty:  

 Newsletter: Rebecca Collett – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Visting today from the Las Vegas Rotary Club (aka The Big Club) was Janice Lencke, 
their Immediate Past President.  
 
Janice was a guest of our newest member, Toni Kern. Welcome, Janice. 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Robyn Novotny came as the special guest of Past District Governor, Tom Novotny.  
 
Robyn was able to join us one last time for lunch before returning back to school in 
her honorable profession as a Special Ed Teacher for Clark County Schools. 
 
I believe some of us refer to these amazing teachers as “angels”. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DONATE  
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Pres. Jeanne chose to be first with announcements today. She reminded everyone of the upcoming hands-on 
project on 8/8/26, this Saturday. We will be meeting at Karl Maisner’s office to assemble “dorm kits” for 
foster kids who are moving in to their college forms.  Location of Karl's office is 6615 S Eastern Ave, Suite 
105, Las Vegas, NV 89119.  Time to be there is noon. President Jeanne planed to follow up with an email to 
Club members with more details and also asked members to sign up in the Red Binder today. 
. 
Pres. Jeanne also reminded up all of the upcoming SOAR event on 9/21/26 and to sure to mark your calendar 
and plan to attend in support of our local First Responders. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie reminded us of the upcoming visit from our new District Governor, Dennis Franklin, next 
week. Bruce also made mention of the smaller volume of zoom calls and emails that he has noticed. 
 
Toni Kern wanted to make us aware of the Leadership Summit Zoom Call scheduled for 8/15/26. She asked 
us to look for an email with details. Toni added that everyone could sign up on Dacdb to be a part of the Zoom 
Meeting. The call is designed to provide Clubs with new ideas and a chance to collaborate with other Clubs. 
President Jeanne also added that she would be sure to forward information to all Club members, as well. 
 
The most special announcement of the day was still to come via Jack Woodcock. 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
President Jeanne called upon a few Club Members to recognize what they have been doing lately that should 
be shared with everyone. With that in mind she called on: 
 
PDG Tom Novotny – shared that he has been staying very busy with his grandkids and following them around 
from sporting event to sporting event. He is obviously very proud of their accomplishments and abilities. A lot 
like Grandpa at their age. 
 
Amber Fuhriman shared her recent travels to Idaho to include camping as well as a Family Reunion. 
Apparently, this camping spot has been visited for many, many years once her mother chose to organize it as a 
Family Reunion – to include everyone. Amber also shared that this would be Shaun’s first opportunity to meet 
her family and gauge his survival (no pressure). The location included an impressive shooting range. Well, it 
seems as if it all went very well for Shaun. Guns, ammo, family, adult beverages – what could go wrong? 
 
Shaun Ochsner added that he also had an assignment not too far from the camping spot, Day Mountain Ranch 
Resort, for rodeo season at the Morgan City Fair. Sounds like next weekend is another rodeo weekend field 
assignment for Shaun. Nothing more exciting than a rodeo. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – this one received a significant number of groans today.  You decide. 
                                                 
A horse walks into a bar and says: 'On a right triangle with sides X, Y, and Z, if X and Z are perpendicular, 
which side is opposite the right angle?'     The bartender says Y, the long face. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
  
President Jeanne received gifts today from Amber Fuhriman and Shaun Ochsner (coffee cups from their recent 
travels)  
She also received a “genie” key chain from Rebecca in spite of no recent traveling to speak of.  
 
 
Photos are included via the link. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
today’s winner. – Tom Lewellyn won the cash today. Congratulations, Tom! 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see the presentation made to our club by the Southwest Rotarians who traveled to Xpujil, Mexico 
 in 2006 to build water cisterns. 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION – TONI KERN 
 
Today we were all honored to be officially introduced our newest member, Toni Kern, complete with the formal 
presentation by our very own Jack Woodcock. (her story and bio are attached) 
 
As a Rotarian since 2017, Toni was sponsored by Past District Governor, Tom Novotny, to transfer her Rotary 
Membership to our Club – Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club. 
 
Our Club enthusiastically welcomes Toni Kern to our “family” and to years of fun, friendship and service to others. 

Thank you, Toni, for choosing our Club.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was presented by Amber Colbert, Museums Administrator, Clark County 
 
Amber Colbert, Administrator of Clark County Museums—including the Howard W. Cannon Aviation Museum—for 
an engaging presentation titled “Desert Skyways: A History of Clark County Aviation.” This talk offers a fascinating 
journey through the unique history of aviation in our community, beginning with the first flight on May 7, 1920. Amber 
will guide participants through key milestones, from the early days of aviation that helped shape the region, through the 
boom of mega resorts, to the ongoing growth and expansion of Clark County. Discover how aviation has played a 
pivotal role in building the vibrant community we know today. 
  

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Xpujil-LVSW-speaker-4-10-06.pdf
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Although history was not always a passion for Amber Colbert, her interest blossomed after working summers in the 
fascinating ghost town of Bodie State Historic Park. Shortly after earning her Bachelor of Science in Wildlife 
Management from Humboldt State University, Amber was able to further explore her love for both history and natural 
resources as a Nevada State Park Ranger at Valley of Fire. 
  
Eager to gain more experience in the museum field, Amber left Valley of Fire State Park to become the manager of the 
science and nature department at Discovery Children’s Museum in Las Vegas, Nevada. However, missing the blend of 
history and outdoor spaces, Amber transitioned to the Clark County Museum, beginning as a Cultural Specialist. After 
five years of dedication, she was promoted to Museums Administrator for Clark County in October of 2021. 
  
In her current role, Amber oversees the Clark County Museum in Henderson, the Searchlight Historical Museum in 
Searchlight, and the Howard W. Cannon Aviation Museum located in Harry Reid International Airport in Las Vegas. 
Her broad expertise and passion for connecting communities with their heritage have strengthened the museum’s 
outreach, educational programs, and exhibitions. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by President,  Jeanne (Genie) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rotary.org/
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