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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

7/27/26 
Conducting: Pres. Jeanne  
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here,  
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GUESTS 

 
Maria Nieto Orta joined us today as a guest of today’s speaker.  
She is a Government Affairs Analyst with RTC and works with 
Angela Castro, a former Southwest Rotarian.  Welcome, Maria!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pres. Jeanne said a great time was had at the Knight Hawks Football Game on Saturday, 
July 25th.  It was held at the Lee Family Forum in Henderson.   Pictures have already been 
posted to our Facebook/Instagram page.  A few are attached. 

 
Pres. Jeanne also announced that on 8/1 we will be meeting at noon at Karl Maisner’s 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/aD7qoc4FVGBMgNox6
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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office to assemble “dorm kits” for foster kids who are moving on the college.  More 
details are included in the attachment to today’s newsletter.  Pres. Jeanne promised pizza. 
 

Fred Fukumoto announced that the organization Dementia Friends, has given us two 
handbooks about understanding and dealing with dementia.  DF is the organization that 
is the recipient of our speaker honorariums each week.  Melissa Brooks will have the 
books in case you would like to borrow one. 
 
Toni Kern announced that she supports an organization called “Green our Planet” that 
will be having a Farmers Market on 10/14 at the Clark County Government Center.  
Click here for more information. The event will run from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm. 
 
Bruce Mackenzie said that he has plenty of “free lunch” cards to give to anyone you 
would like to invite to a Rotary meeting. He also said although he should be here next 
week, he might not make it for a week or two after that as he is having surgery on his 
knee.   
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced that the annual “Safety Officer Award Recognition” event 
is scheduled for September 21st at City Hall.  She and Jordana Lane are on the 
committee and Jordana ws in charge last year and Pres. Jeanne is in charge this year.  
The event is sponsored by all the Rotary Clubs in the valley. 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Joe Wittenwiler was asked about his recent whereabouts.  He said he and Taryn went 
“glamping” at Zion Ponderosa Ranch Resort near Zion National Park.  Then they went 
to the north shore in Hawaii for a week with 20 family members.  After being a bit under 
the weather for a few days thereafter, he recovered enough to go to Mt. Charleston with 
his hiking group.  On the way off the mountain, he said that someone in a monster truck 
tailgated him all the way down the mountain. 
 
Sean Tanko said that he was the monster truck that tailgated Joe down the mountain.  
Apparently, it wasn’t until they were off the mountain and back on the freeway that 
Sean called Joe and let him know it was him and not a “road rager”.  Sean also updated 
the club on the status of the large pending donation from one of his late clients.  The 
house has sold and the estate should be wrapped up in a few weeks and the distribution 
will flow into our foundation’s account. Wow, thanks so much, Sean!!! 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, 
dark dates, and board meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – A man and his wife are at a restaurant and the husband keeps staring at an old 
drunken lady swigging her gin at a nearby table.  His wife asks, “Do you know her?” “Yes,” 
sighs the husband.  “She’s my ex-wife.  She took to drinking right after we divorced seven years 
ago, and I hear she hasn’t been sober since/” “My, my,” says the wife, “Who would think a 
person could go on celebrating that long?” 

https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenOurPlanet/
https://www.zionponderosa.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gmb
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
 
Tom Martin said that he was in Oregon las week for a nephew’s wedding and picked up an Oregon mug. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lori Clarke has been in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, wrapping up her dad’s estate and brought back a Jackson Hole 
mug. She said she had quite a scare after she paid for a couple of mugs.  She stepped back and missed a stair step 
and went crashing and almost broke her hip.  She was, however, able to save the mugs!  Surely she deserves a 
credit!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

Fred Fukumoto said he and Gwen went to Southern California for an art show where their daughter was 
showcasing her art.  One of her pieces sold for $400.  While in California, they also went to the Pageant of the 
Masters.  Since he couldn’t find a mug there, he “regifted” a mug he brought from a recent New Zealand trip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Joe Wittenwiler brought back a mug from the Ponderosa Ranch Resort, and also a mug from Hawaii 
(apparently, he couldn’t find a coffee mug in Hawaii so he brought back what appears to be “Bailey’s glass” with 
a Hawaiian cookie. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.foapom.com/
https://www.foapom.com/
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Ken Cox just returned from a fishing trip to an island just off the coast from Ketchikan, Alaska. He brought back 
a cool mug and a whole lot of salmon, halibut, cod and bass.  So, if you need fish, call Ken! 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Joe Wittenwiler was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see pictures from 8/12/05 when our Southwest Rotarians traveled to Southern California for the Pageant 
of the Masters. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was presented by M.J. Maynard-Carey.  She is the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
(RTC), the only agency nationwide that is responsible for public transportation, 
traffic management, roadway and construction funding, and regional and 
transportation planning – all under one roof.  
 
Recognizing that mobility shapes our communities and economies, M.J. leads RTC 
as connector of the region’s business sector, it’s more than 2.4 million residents and 
40-plus million annual visitors. She is passionate about building and sustaining a 
transportation system with a robust roadway network and efficient public transit that 
connects the Las Vegas Valley, improves air quality, and creates economic 
opportunities for people and businesses. M.J. recognizes that deploying the latest 
transportation advancements is imperative to moving Southern Nevada forward. Her 
embrace of technology has made the RTC one of the most technologically advanced transportation agencies in the 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/UzTNN95j3egg3aFbA
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country - from self-driving cars to sustainable infrastructure planning and funding to the future of public transportation. 
 

M.J. is a long-time Southern Nevada resident and proud graduate of the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. Considered a national leader and trusted voice of the 
transportation industry, she serves on 
many national and local industry 
boards and is currently the immediate 
past chair of the American Public 
Transportation Association. Her 19 
years of transportation experience and 
25 years of hospitality experience help 
ensure that Southern Nevada continues 
to build a world-class, sustainable, and 
multi-modal transportation system to 
meet the region's ever-changing and 
ever-growing needs. 
 
A copy of her presentation is attached.   
 

 
 
Thanks so much for a very interesting discussion, particularly the Q&A 
after the presentation! 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
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RTC KEEPS 
SOUTHERN NEVADA 
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WHAT IS RTC’S ROLE?
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WHAT IS RTC’S ROLE?
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TRANSIT IS A LIFELINE, 

NOT A LUXURY

Paratransit

Nearly 1 in 5 trips are taken by 

students, seniors, veterans, and 

people with disabilities

Students

Seniors

Veterans
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TRANSIT IS A LIFELINE, 
NOT A LUXURY

Nearly 1 in 5 trips are taken 
by students, seniors, veterans, 
and people with disabilities

Paratransit

Students

Seniors

Veterans

Workers

Caregivers

Families

Visitors
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PROTECTING HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS

56.7%

8.8%

Less Than
$15K

$15K -
$30K

$30K -
$40K

$40K -
$50K

$50K -
$70K

$70K -
$100K

$100K -
$150K

$150K -
$200K

More Than
$200K

SHARE OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURES SPENT ON TRANSPORTATION

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Center for Neighborhood Technology. Note: Share of expenditures is calculated from income before taxes and represents the national average.

Affordability Threshold: 15%

TRANSPORTATION COSTS HIT LOWER-INCOME 

HOUSEHOLDS THE HARDEST

KEEP SOUTHERN NEVADA MOVING 
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RTC IS THE 
INVISIBLE 
ECONOMIC 

ENGINE

9 in 10

Transit Riders are Employed 

or Seeking Employment
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RIDERS CONNECT TO

770+
BUSINESSES 

THROUGHOUT THE 
LAS VEGAS VALLEY

CONNECTING THE REGION’S 
CURRENT & FUTURE WORKFORCE
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DELIVERING ON 

YOUR INVESTMENT
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A SMALL INVESTMENT FOR A BIG IMPACT

Source: RTC of Southern Nevada; Nevada Department of Taxation; U.S. Census Bureau; and Applied Analysis. 

Note: Data is for fiscal year 2025. Assumes 85 percent of sales tax is paid by residents with 15 percent supported by visitors. 

$82
Annual 

Investment

per Resident

$5.4 B 
Total Sales Tax 

Collected in 
Clark County in 

FY25

$237 M 
Share Allocated 

to Fund Transit 
(3/8 of 1 Percent)

THAT’S LESS THAN A CUP 

OF COFFEE EACH WEEK

$1.70
Per Week

$0.22
Per Day
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OPERATING AT 
PEAK EFFICIENCY

BUSIEST 

BUS 

SYSTEM

13TH

HIGHEST FAREBOX 
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OPERATING COST

#1
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INVESTMENT
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SYSTEM
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UNCOMPROMISING 
COMMITMENT TO 
SAFETY

2024 SECURITY OVERHAUL:

300 armed officers 

Live camera look-in

Advanced firearm detection technology

GPS-based panic buttons
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THE FINANCIAL REALITY
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$118.5 M
ANNUAL BUDGET SHORTFALL

A STRUCTURAL 
IMBALANCE

COST 
PRESSURES
• Fuel & Energy Costs
• Labor & Workforce
• Parts & Materials 

REVENUE 
CONSTRAINT
• One Primary Source
• Tied to Spending
• Limited Growth
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THE CHOICE AHEAD

PATH A: 
DO NOTHING

42% Service Cuts

Loss of Jobs

Limits Regional Growth

Longer Wait Times

Fewer Routes

Increased Congestion

PATH B: 
LONG-TERM FUNDING

Maintains Service

Improves Mobility Options

Provides Reliable Access

Supports Regional Growth

Improves Roadways

Reduces Congestion

KEEP SOUTHERN NEVADA MOVING 
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SECURING OUR 
ECONOMIC FUTURE

HOW WE ACHIEVE 

LONG-TERM STABILITY

2027 Legislative Session

2028 Ballot

Get involved

KEEP SOUTHERN NEVADA MOVING 
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Get involved and become a 

TRANSIT CHAMPION

TELL YOUR STORY

SHARE YOUR SUPPORT

STAY INFORMED



Become a Transit Champion! Explore opportunities to get  
involved and be entered into monthly drawings for a chance  

to win a $100 Visa gift card or $25 Amazon gift cards.  
Follow @RTCSNV on social media for winner announcements.

Without a long-term solution 

Up to 42% of bus service could be reduced as early as 2028

Transit Keeps Southern Nevada Moving

1.1 million  
weekly passenger trips

RTC connects people to jobs, school, healthcare, and opportunity.

The Challenge

$118.5 million
projected annual funding shortfall

Transit funding has not changed in more than 20 years,  
while Southern Nevada continues to grow.

Help Shape the Future

Learn more at forward.rtcsnv.com.



1.	 Why is there a transit funding issue right now? 
Southern Nevada has grown significantly, but transit operating funding has not 
changed in more than 20 years. At the same time, costs such as labor, fuel, and 
maintenance have increased, making it harder to sustain the service our community 
relies on.

2.	 What has RTC done so far to address this? 
RTC has worked with community leaders, businesses, local governments, and state 
officials for years to identify long-term funding solutions. While several options have 
been explored, no sustainable solution has been approved.

3.	 Can fuel tax revenue be used for transit? 
No. Under Nevada law, fuel tax revenue can only be used for roadway and 
transportation infrastructure projects, not transit operations.

4.	 How much funding is needed to maintain current service? 
RTC needs approximately $118.5 million annually to maintain today’s transit system. 
This funding supports nearly 58 million passenger trips each year and helps keep 
residents connected to jobs, healthcare, education, and other essential destinations.

5.	 Who uses transit? 
Transit riders are a vital part of Southern Nevada’s workforce. According to RTC’s most 
recent customer survey, 88% of riders use transit to get to work or seek employment.

6.	 Why do some buses appear empty? 
Bus occupancy varies throughout a route. A bus may appear less crowded at the 
beginning or end of a route, but it typically fills up as it approaches employment 
centers, schools, shopping areas, and other destinations. Many riders use transit during 
peak travel times, so what you see at a single moment may not reflect overall ridership.

7.	 What needs to happen to fix the funding issue? 
Southern Nevada needs a stable, long-term funding source that can grow with the 
community and keep pace with rising costs and demand for service.

8.	 What happens if nothing changes? 
Without additional funding, RTC could be forced to reduce transit service by up to 42% 
by 2028. This could mean fewer routes, longer wait times, and reduced access to jobs, 
healthcare, education, and other essential services.

9.	 How is transit currently funded? 
Transit service is primarily funded through a small portion of local sales tax, passenger 
fares, and federal funding for major projects and equipment.

Transit Keeps Southern Nevada Moving
Transit Funding: Frequently Asked Questions

forward.rtcsnv.com



10.	 What would the additional funding be used for? 
Additional funding would be used to maintain the transit service Southern Nevada 
relies on today and preserve access to jobs, schools, healthcare, and other daily 
destinations.

11.	 Would this funding support new options like light rail? 
No. The estimated funding need is intended solely to maintain existing transit service. 
Major transit expansions would require separate funding sources.

12.	 What funding options are being considered? 
Potential options could include legislative solutions, ballot measures, or other funding 
approaches used successfully in communities across the country. Any long-term 
solution would require public input and community support.

13.	 Are other transit systems experiencing funding challenges or cutting service? 
Yes. Transit agencies across the country are facing similar budget pressures as 
pandemic-era funding ends and operating costs continue to rise. In Philadelphia, the 
San Francisco Bay Area, Washington, D.C.; Chicago; and Portland, this has led to service 
reductions, lower frequency, or proposed cuts without new funding. While the specifics 
vary by region, the broader trend is consistent: many transit systems are working to 
maintain reliable service in the face of long-term funding gaps.

14.	 Why should people who don’t ride transit care? 
Transit supports employers, connects workers to jobs, and helps keep Southern 
Nevada’s economy moving. When transit works, the entire region benefits.

15. 	 What are the next steps? 
RTC will continue engaging residents, businesses, and community organizations to 
share information and gather feedback on potential funding solutions.

16. 	 What’s the bottom line? 
Transit connects people to opportunity and helps keep Southern Nevada moving. 
Without a long-term funding solution, significant service reductions could affect 
residents, businesses, and the region’s economy.

17. 	 How can I help? 
Become a Transit Champion at forward.rtcsnv.com. Share your story, stay informed, 
invite RTC to speak to your group, support public transit with elected officials,  
and help spread the word by sharing our survey.

Learn More and Become a Transit Champion

Sign up for updates and opportunities to get involved.  
Learn more at forward.rtcsnv.com.
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