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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

7/20/26 
Conducting: Pres. Jeanne (HER FIRST MEETING!!) 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here,  
Mic duty: Paul Gustilo 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
The meeting began with the ceremonial “passing of the gavel” from our Past Pres. 
Rebecca to our now Pres. Jeanne who gaveled the meeting to order and welcomed 
everyone to her year. 
 

 
 
 

DONATE  

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vToeDDxZ2MCNEDWTA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
https://www.rotary.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION 
 
Jack Woodcock introduced our newest member, Tom Llewellyn, and presented the 
club members with his bio (see attached). Following the induction ceremony, he was 
presented with his club paraphernalia and invited to the podium for the only time 
without a fine.  Tom was brief but eloquent and we are happy he is joining us!  
Welcome, Tom! 
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VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Toni Kern from the Las Vegas Club joined us again, probably for the last time.  But 
it isn’t what you think…today our board approved the transfer of her membership 
from the Las Vegas Club to the Southwest Rotary Club.  She will be meeting with 
Jack Woodcock soon to get the “deets” so she can be properly inducted in the club. 
Welcome, Toni, we are happy you are joining us!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Scott Willett joined us again today as a guest of Pres. Jeanne.  He is, of course, the 
first gentleman for 2026-2027.  Always a pleasure to see Scott! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Pres. Jeanne is organizing an outing to the Back Knights Football Game on Saturday, July 25th.  It will be held 
at the Lee Family Forum in Henderson.  We had a fun time there last year and this year should be even more 
fun.  The evening is non-stop action and very exciting.  Sign up in the red book or contact either of them 
directly.  Tickets are $34. 
 
Pres. Jeanne also announced that on 8/1 we will be meeting at Karl Maisner’s office to assemble “dorm kits” 
for foster kids who are moving on the college.  More details to follow. 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Toni Kern was asked where she was in 1965, the year our club was founded.  She said her family had just 
moved to the University Apartments near what is now UNLV and where that wasn’t much else but desert.  She 
said that she was in the 5th grade. 
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Rebecca Collett said that she was living in Bakersfield and had made her TV debut on the local Channel 23 
dancing the minuet with another young man.  She said they were dressed as George and Martha Washington, 
powdered wigs and all. 
 
John Bray said that he was living in Okinawa with his military dad and family and subsequently transferred to 
Nellis AFB.  He was in the 3rd or 4th grade.  He said that their home in Okinawa backed up to “cane fields and 
mosquitos”. 
 
Lori Clarke said that she was 2 years old and living with her family at the very edge of town, Valley View 
and W. Charleston.   She said her dad would regularly load up the kids in his jeep and head out into the desert.  
 
Bob Busch said that he was at the University of Michigan working on his doctoral exams.  With his wife and 
three daughters they subsequently lived in Germany, France, Russia, and culminating in thirty years in 
Edmonton, Calgary, Canada. 
 
Pres. Jeanne said that she wasn’t even born yet.  She did fill us in on where she was last week…taking care of 
her mother who needed to be moved from her home of over 50 years to a place here she could receive more 
care and have access to more activities.  She also told us about her grandmother who was a big Chicago Cubs 
fan and that whenever she would visit her grandmother, the TV would be showing a Cubs game and because 
grandma’s eyesight wasn’t very good, she would sit up close to the TV. Pres. Jeanne said she would switch to 
the Julia Childs program between innings.  Because of those good memories, Pres. Jeanne is also a Cubs fan 
and has started a tradition with her daughter to attend a Cubs game whenever she can.  So, she and Megan 
attended a Cubs game while she was helping move her grandmother. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates come directly from DacDB.   
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JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin - An Englishman, a Scotsman, an Irishman, a Welshman, a Latvian, a Turk, a German, an Indian, several 
Americans (including a Hawaiian and an Alaskan), an Argentinean, a Dane, an Australian, a Slovak, an Egyptian, a 
Japanese, a Moroccan, a Frenchman, a New Zealander, a Spaniard, a Russian, a Guatemalan, a Colombian, a Pakistani, 
a Malaysian, a Croatian, a Uzbek, a Cypriot, a Pole, a Lithuanian, a Chinese, a Sri Lankan, a Lebanese, a Cayman 
Islander, a Ugandan, a Vietnamese, a Korean, a Uruguayan, a Czech, an Icelander, a Mexican, a Finn, a Honduran, a 
Panamanian, an Andorran, an Israeli, a Venezuelan, an Iranian, a Fijian, a Peruvian, an Estonian, a Syrian, a Brazilian, a 
Portuguese, a Liechtensteiner, a Mongolian, a Hungarian, a Canadian, a Moldovan, a Haitian, a Norfolk Islander, a 
Macedonian, a Bolivian, a Cook Islander, a Tajikistani, a Samoan, an Armenian, an Aruban, an Albanian, a 
Greenlander, a Micronesian, a Virgin Islander, a Georgian, a Bahaman, a Belarusian, a Cuban, a Tongan, a Cambodian, 
a Canadian, a Qatari, an Azerbaijani, a Romanian, a Chilean, a Jamaican, a Filipino, a Ukrainian, a Dutchman, a 
Ecuadorian, a Costa Rican, a Swede, a Bulgarian, a Serb, a Swiss, a Greek, a Belgian, a Singaporean, an Italian, a 
Norwegian and 2 Africans walk into a fine restaurant. "I'm sorry" says the maître d', after scrutinizing the group. "But 
you can't come in here without a Thai". 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
  
Paul Gustilo said that he and Nancy have been working on their goal of visiting all 50 states and recently 
traveled to Omaha, Nebraska after which they traveled up to Winnipeg where Nancy has family.  They traveled 
back to Omaha through Minnesota and then headed home to Las Vegas.  While in Winnipeg they picked up a 
cool coffee mug. 
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Eric Colvin said that he went to a Nothing Bundt Cake conference and brought back a NBC bear.  He also said 
he had a “holdover” gift for Past Pres. Rebecca which was a cross necklace from his recent visit to the Clown 
Motel in Tonopah. 
 

 
 
 
Jordana Lane said that she and Paul took a trip to Rhode Island and while there visited a wharf where they do 
lots of lobstering, etc. and where you can pick out the lobster that you would like for dinner.  They also picked 
out a cool coffee mug. 
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Keith Thomas (who actually presented the gifts last week but said that he wanted to give them to the new 
president in person) said that he was happy that the recommended gift is coffee mugs because everywhere he 

goes, he finds free coffee mugs.  He was 
recently in Beaver, Utah for a wedding 
reception and, of course, his hotel room had a 
free mug, so, rather than keeping it for 
himself, he decided to present it to Pres. 
Jeanne. He said he felt a little guilty and 
didn’t want to appear too cheap, so he also 
magnanimously gifted her with a real coffee 
mug from a “must stop” if you are in Beaver” 
place called “The Creamery”.   
 
 
 
 

Scott Willett, first gentleman, gifted Pres. Jeanne with an authentic “genie” bottle which he handmade (well, 
handmade with his 3-D printer).  The idea, of course, comes from Pres. Jeanne’s previous tagline of “The 
Insurance Jeanne”, and her current tagline of “The Notary Jeanne”.  Pres. Jeanne also sent your newsletter 
editor a picture of the coffee mug shelf that Scott built for her.  But, to use a line from the movie, Jaws, she is 
“…going to have to get a bigger boat!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thecreameryutah.com/
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Keith Thomas was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see the presentation made to our club by the Southwest Rotarians who traveled to Xpujil, Mexico in 2006 
to build water cisterns. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
John Bray, Corporate Director of Food & Beverage for Stations Casinos was our speaker today. He has been with 
Stations Casinos for 20 years.  Click here to learn about the founding of Stations Casinos. 
 
John gave us a very interesting recounting of how he made it to where he is, which demonstrates what can be 
accomplished when someone works hard, learns the business, and wants to get ahead. 
 
His career began when in was still in high school when he started working at one of the biggest Denny’s Restaurants 
around (Las Vegas Boulevard and Flamingo Rd.)  From there his path traveled to the Mint, the Mirage, Mandalay Bay, 
Green Valley Ranch, and ultimately to his current position 8 years ago. 
 
Frank Fertitta, Jr., originally opened what would become Palace Station on July 1, 1976, as The Casino, a 5,000-
square-foot facility which offered 110 slot machines, five blackjack tables, and a snack bar just west of the Las Vegas 
Strip. 
 
Station Casinos now owns and operates Red Rock Casino Resort Spa, Green Valley Ranch Resort Spa Casino, Durango 
Casino & Resort, Palace Station Hotel & Casino, Boulder Station Hotel & Casino, Santa Fe Station Hotel & Casino, 
Wildfire Rancho, Wildfire Valley View and & Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada, Seventy Six Taverns in North Las Vegas 
and Sunset Station Hotel & Casino, Wildfire Anthem, Wildfire Boulder, Wildfire Lake Mead, Wildfire Sunset Casino 
and Seventy Six Tavern in Henderson, Nevada. Station Casinos also owns Barley's Casino & Brewing Company, The 
Greens and Wildfire Casino & Lanes in Henderson. 
 
They are branching beyond the state and are working on an Indian Casino called North Fork in Madera, California (near 
Fresno). 
 
As always, our members had a lot of questions, one of which was about some of the best restaurants in the chain.  One, 
he said, was “Hanks”.  Read about it here. 
 
Thanks so much, John, for a very interesting and entertaining presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Jeanne.  
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Xpujil-LVSW-speaker-4-10-06.pdf
https://stationcasinos.com/
https://ejfh.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/StationCasinos/pages/70032#:%7E:text=Station%20Casinos%20was%20founded%20by,20%20properties%20throughout%20Southern%20Nevada.
https://vegas.eater.com/2015/11/25/9796428/henderson-restaurants-john-bray-10-years-of-hanks-fine-steaks-martinis






JOHN BRAY 
CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF FOOD & BEVERAGE 

1505 S. Pavilion Center Dr. - Las Vegas, NV 89135 

Phone: (702) 495-3656 

Cell: (702) 622-7535 

E-mail: john.bray@stationcasinos.com 
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