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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

7/13/26 
Conducting: Past Pres. Rebecca (Pres. Jeanne was attending to urgent 

family business today.) 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here,  
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Toni Kern visited us today.  She is a member of the Las Vegas 
Club and is the District 5300 Area Governor for our club.  
Always good to have her visit.  Welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Thorson joined us today, also from the Las Vegas Club.  
He is the District Governor-Elect for our district, No. 5300. He 
will be District Governon in 2028-2029.  He is a CFO with 
FocusCFO, which is a company offering “fractional CFO’s”.  
From his website: “…Many small and medium-sized business 
owners know they could benefit from the financial expertise and 
guidance  of a Chief Financial Officer - but are not yet at the size 
where they need or can afford a full-time CFO. A Fractional 
CFO is a seasoned financial expert who provides this guidance to 
your business on a part-time, or fractional, basis.  Welcome, 
soon-to-be DG David! 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/u91GtcmLKsas1ZzE9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.rotary5300.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Yuriko Saki joined us today from the Rotary Club of Tokyo Mukojima.  She actually has 
been living in Las Vegas for the past 8 years where she works as a realtor with Keller 
Williams commercial real estate division.  However, she still belongs to her Tokyo club 
and attends meetings remotely.  She was joined by two Rotarians from her club; Takao 
Ishikawa and Shinichi Komatsuzaki.  Takao was accompanied by his son Senn Samuel 
Kawaguchi.  Shinichi was accompanied by his daughter Sarah Yamagida.  They are in 
town for a conference. See the pictures below for copies of their business cards.  Yuriko 
also exchanged banners with Past Pres. Rebecca. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tokyomukoujima-rc.org/
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GUESTS 
 
Tom Llewellyn joined us again today as a guest of Bruce Pope.  They are 
neighbors at Las Ventanas and have known each other for many years inasmuch 
as their wives were both involved in P.E.O.  He has lived in Las Vegas for 
about 18 years and moved here to be near 2 granddaughters.  He worked for the 
State of West Virginia for about 30 years doing child welfare and IT work.  He 
will be meeting with Jack Woodcock next week to prepare for his induction 
into our club.  Yea! And welcome!!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We had a fun evening at Pres. Rebecca’s Debunking on Thursday, June 25, 2026. Pres. Rebecca was 
appropriately transitioned to “Immediate Past President”.  It was a 60th anniversary year for our club, and Pres. 
Rebecca kept us busy all year with service projects, socials, and fundraisers. However, all good things must 
come to an end and she was properly “debunked” after her “encore” year as President (she previously served as 
President in 2016-2017).   The evening wouldn’t have been complete without the presentation of her “encore” 
Presidential plaque. She wase then surprised with a special Rotary jacket emblazoned with the Rotary symbol 
and the number “2” in recognition of her “encore” service. She did an outstanding year of leading our club in 
service to the community and to the world! Again, our appreciation for a job well done and thanks so much 
Past-Past-Pres. Rebecca.  Click here for pictures. 
 
Greg Mottau announced that he and Pres. Jeanne are organizing an outing to the Back Knights Football Game 
on Saturday, July 25th.  It will be held at the Lee Family Forum in Henderson.  We had a fun time there last year 
and this year should be even more fun.  The evening is non-stop action and very exciting.  Sign up in the red 
book or contact either of them directly.  Tickets are $42. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie, who is moving slowly these days and with a fancy cane (which belonged to his father) 
reminded everyone that there are plenty of the “free lunch invitation” tickets and to ask him or Melissa if you 
need some more.  He said the cane is because his left knee is giving him a lot of problems and he will be having 
a procedure followed by 6 weeks of physical therapy but should be fine eventually. 
 
Bruce also announced that Jack Woodcock would be meeting next week with Tom Llewellyn to prepare for 
induction into the Southwest Rotary!  Yea!! 
 
Cynthia Hamada invited everyone to come to the Windmill Library on Friday’s at 3:30 p.m. for beginning 
chess classes.  Justin Hamada is there to provide instruction and assistance. 

 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1qRWdycT7u6oBpL26
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates are also included on the calendar which comes directly from DacDB.  Click here to see an online 
copy of the draft 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates, which were discussed at 
Jeanne’s Presidential retreat.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin (recently returned from 3 weeks gallivanting around the French countryside sipping wine and eating 
croissants) regaled us with the following:  A business man went into the office and found an inexperienced handyman 
painting the walls.  The handyman was wearing two heavy parkas on a hot summer day.  Thinking this was a little 
strange, the businessman asked the handyman we he was wearing the parkas on such a hot day.  The handyman showed 
him the instructions on the can of paint.  They read: “For best results, put on two coats.” 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Jeanne’s recommended gift is coffee mugs.) 
  
Keith Thomas said that he was happy that the recommended gift is coffee mugs because everywhere he goes, 
he finds free coffee mugs.  He was recently in Beaver, Utah for a wedding reception and, of course, his hotel 
room had a free mug, so, rather than keeping it for himself, he decided to present it to Pres. Jeanne (in 
absentia) as his first gift of the year.  He said he felt a little guilty and didn’t want to appear too cheap, so he 
also magnanimously gifted her in absentia) with a real coffee mug from a “must stop at if you are in Beaver” 
place called “The Creamery”.  He will bring them next week (in hopes that he gets a big credit!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
 
Bob Busch was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to read the newsletter from 8/14/2000, 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-2027-Calendar-Draft-for-Presidents-Retreat.pdf
https://thecreameryutah.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/20000814-ROTARY-BULLETIN-8-14-00.pdf
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
In honor of the club having been chartered in 1965, today’s program was “Where were you and what were you doing in 
1965”.  Past Pres. Rebecca called on the following people: 
 
Fred Fukumoto said he had just started his first job as a junior accountant with American’s Photocopy Equipment Co. 
in Evanston, Illinois.  Born in the Manzanar Internment Camp in California during WWII, his family subsequently 
moved to Chicago where he was raised. His move to Las Vegas began in 1982 when he was living in La Mesa, Ca.  He 
started a business here and then moved his family here in 1986.  He joined Rotary in February 1987. 
 
Ken Cox said he was living here in Las Vegas and going to school.  He said his family moved here in 1962 when he 
was in the third grade at West Charleston Elementary School (now Wasden Elementary). He subsequently went to Hyde 
Park Middle school and Clark High School. His father started a plumbing business which he later joined. He joined 
Rotary in January of 1995. 
 
Ron Reynolds said he was a freshman at BYU majoring in a five-year electrical engineering program.  After the fourth 
year he decided he would rather major in zoology so he switched majors to become a marine biologist.  However, after 
graduating he taught English for a while until his wife told he had better do something to earn more money because she 
wanted a big family.  So, he went to law school and the rest is history…9 children and 44 grandchildren.  He moved to 
Las Vegas in 1976 and joined Rotary in January of 1978. 
 
Jack Woodcock said he was stationed at an undisclosed military base in Holland.  It was a Nato Base called Camp New 
Amsterdam near Utrecht and wasn’t supposed to exist. Only 12 personnel permanently assigned there plus the 
occasional pilots passing through. Apparently, it wasn’t all drudgery as he commented that he was in his early 20’s and 
single (although he didn’t elaborate on that comment.) He spent two years there after having spent time in Germany as 
manager of the Armed Forces Radio Station.  In 1966 he was sent to Austin, Texas to train as a forward air controller 
after which he was sent to Vietnam in 1967.  He joined Rotary in March 1976. 
 
Tom Novotny said that he was living in Nebraska as one of 4 boys in the family. The town was small and his dad was 
mayor. He was involved in sports and was a baseball catcher.  Following the death of one of his brother’s, he said he 
became serious about life. He joined Rotary in 1982 in St. Louis where he was a VP with a cable TV company. He 
eventually joined his dad’s printing business in Las Vegas in 1993 which he operated until it closed in 2016 and he 
retired. 
 
Michael Krokower said he ws living in Los Angeles and made a big mistake when he married his first wife.  She 
eventually left and he became a single father and raised his two sons.  He was working for an electronics company at La 
Brea and Melrose. After some time passed, he married again and enjoyed a happy 25-year marriage.  He lived in the 
Monterey area until 2021 when he moved to Las Vegas.  He joined Rotary in 1989 in Pacific Grove, CA. 
 
Tom Martin said that he was living here in Las Vegas, married with two daughters, and worked for a steel company in 
North Las Vegas owned by the town’s mayor.  He joined Rotary in 1982. 
 
Keith Thomas said that he had just completed his first year of college at Ricks College in Idaho where he had followed 
his girlfriend.  He said it took the rest of his college career to get his GPA back up over 3.25.  Later that year, he helped 
his family move to St. George after which he left for a two-year mission in Guatemala and El Salvador.  He eventually 
moved to Las Vegas in 1988 and joined Rotary in 1989. 
 
Bruce Pope said that he married his first wife in 1965.  He was working in the crop science department at Michigan 
state in E. Lansing, MI.  He and his “first” wife have been married 61 years.  He joined Rotary in May 1988. 
 
Greg Mottau said that he was in his sophomore year at Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington.  His father had 
told him he could stay home in Portland and go to college and live at home but that he wouldn’t help him financially. 
However, he told Greg that if he would move out and go to Gonzaga, he would help with tuition and fees, etc.  He also 
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said his dad told him that he needed to understand loneliness.  When he graduated, he also graduated from the ROTC 
program and began active duty with an emphasis on storage of nuclear weapons.  The Army said they were going to 
send him to the Presidio in San Francisco to learn a language so he thought he would be going to Germany.  However, 
when he arrived, he found that there were 3 Vietnamese ladies there teaching their language.  He though that wasn’t a 
good sign, and indeed he ended up in Vietnam where he was assigned to the Vietnamese Army where he spent an entire 
year traveling around the country training. He joined Rotary in November 1983. 
 
Cynthia Hamada said that she was 13 and living in San Francisco and was a skilled Kabuki dancer.  She was also an 
amateur singer who performed on a Japanese radio station out of LA because there was no Japanese TV.    She was a 
child star and even provided us with a short sample of her singing…which was great!  She joined Rotary in South San 
Francisco and is an honorary member of Southwest Rotary. 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Past Pres. Rebecca.  
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