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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

6/15/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds  

 Photos: Bruce Pope (Tom Martin is still partying in France)   
  see attached or click here,  

Mic duty: Eric Colvin/Bruce Pope 
 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 

 week on our website and on our Facebook page  
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 
Bryson Novotny, grandson of PDG Tom 
Novotny, Joined us today.  He has been a 
student at Smalley Elementary School and 
will be attending Manion Middle School 
in the fall.  He likes baseball, hockey, lots 
of sports, and video games. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NSJa64FCJRK6qsq97
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://sites.google.com/nv.ccsd.net/smalley/home
https://mannionmiddleschool.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Sue Langsner, joined us today as a 
guest of her brother, Scott Baranoff.  
The old-timers in the club will 
remember her as a former member of 
the club.  In fact, she was the third 
female member of the club. She is an 
attorney who is Of Counsel with 
Sklar Williams. If you click on the 
link, which goes to her bio, you will 
notice tht she gives a shoutout to Las 
Vegas Southwest Rotary!  Always 
good to see you!!!

Joe Wittenwiler brought two guests today; Madde Stager and Derek Delp.  Madde 
works with Joe at Hydroshield and Derek is a realtor and friend of Joe’s and has been a 
club supporter at various events.  Welcome, Madde and Derek!! 

https://www.sklar-law.com/attorneys/susan-baranoff-langsner/
https://hydroshieldlasvegas.com/
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______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Jeanne Radde announced that her Presidential Retreat last Saturday at The Retreat on Mt. Charleston Peak 
was a resounding success and many good ideas and plans were made for the upcoming year.  Of course, the 
most important thing was “What will be her designated ‘gift for the president’”.  The answer…coffee mugs. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that Debunking is scheduled for Thursday, June 25, 2026, starting at 6:00 p.m. 
It will be held in Nino’s Kitchen at Angel Park Golf Club. Nino’s Kitchen is located in Summerlin and has 
breathtaking views of the Mountain, Palm and Cloud 9 golf courses. He said that in recognition of Pres. 
Rebecca’s roots in Texas, the menu will feature BBQ. 
 
Bruce also announced that Tom Lewellyn has applied for membership. 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 

 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  Note that the 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board 
meeting dates are also included on the calendar which comes directly from DacDB.  Click here to see an online 
copy of the draft 2026-2027 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates, which will be discussed at 
Jeanne’s Presidential retreat. A copy is also attached to the newsletter. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
None today. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff –  (Hmmm…how to describe the joke.  Something about a thirsty visitor, a contest between a husband 
and wife, an inappropriate interaction with the visitor, and the husband losing because he spoke first.  Probably best to 
leave it at that.) 
 
Bruce Pope - A state trooper pulls over an older couple cruising a little too fast down the highway. The wife is driving 
and, being hard of hearing, relies on her husband to relay what the officer is saying. Officer: "Ma'am, do you know how 
fast you were going? “Wife: (turning to her husband) "What’d he say? “Husband: (yelling) "HE SAYS YOU WERE 
SPEEDING!" Officer: "May I see your license and registration, please? “Wife: (turning to her husband) "What’d he 
say? “Husband: (shouting) "HE WANTS YOUR LICENSE! “The wife hands over her ID. The officer looks at it and 
chuckles. Officer: "Oh, you're from Tennessee? I spent some time there once and went on a blind date with the ugliest 
woman I've ever seen in my life. “Wife: (squinting at her husband) "What'd he say? “Husband: (smirking) "HE SAID 
HE THINKS HE KNOWS YOU!" 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.larkindependent.com/hotels/retreat-on-charleston-peak
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-2027-Calendar-Draft-for-Presidents-Retreat.pdf
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DRAWING 
 
Madde Stager was today’s winner. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Here is a picture of our visitor today (Sue Baranoff Langsner) from 1994 when she was still a member of the club.  
She hasn’t changed a bit!  Can anyone guess what event was happening when the picture was taken? 
 

 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Don Logan, President of the Las Vegas Aviators, and Fran Riordan, 
manager of the Las Vegas Aviators, were our speakers today.  Click the 
links to read the accolades for these two accomplished baseball 
veterans. 
 
The Aviators, who began life in 1983 as the Stars and spent 18 seasons 
as the 51s (2001-18), are the longest-running professional sports 
franchise in Las Vegas history. Don started working for the team as an 
account executive in 1984; he became general manager in 1991 and 
president in 2000. He is in the Nevada Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
Fran will return for his ninth season as manager for the A’s Triple-A 
affiliate for the 2026 campaign and his eighth season (including 2020) 
with the Aviators. He is the 25th manager in the history of the Las 
Vegas franchise (1983 – 2019, 2021-25; 42 seasons). He served as 

https://www.snshf.com/hall-of-famers/don-logan
https://www.snshf.com/hall-of-famers/don-logan
https://www.milb.com/news/three-time-pcl-manager-of-the-year-fran-riordan-returns-to-the-aviators-for-2026-campaign-season-opener-on-friday-march-27-vs-salt-lake-at-las-vegas-ballpark
https://www.snshf.com/hall-of-famers/don-logan
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manager for the A’s Triple-A affiliate in Nashville during the 2018 
campaign. He is a three-time Pacific Coast League Manager of the 
Year (2019 & 2023 & 2025). 
 
In 2025, he was named PCL Manager of the Year for the third time 
in six seasons and guided Las Vegas to its third PCL championship 
in franchise history (1986, 1988, 2025). The Aviators defeated 
Tacoma, 2-games-to-0, in the LCS. Las Vegas, 83-67 (.553) overall 
in the regular season, then lost to Triple-A Jacksonville, 8-7, in the 
Triple-A National Championship Game at Las Vegas Ballpark. 
 
The Aviators ballclub has been a long-time supporter of our club 
events, providing packages for our Gold Raffle, etc.  Their package 
is always one of the most highly sought after and brings in a lot of 
money for our club activities.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  

 



DON LOGAN, LAS VEGAS AVIATORS PRESIDENT/COO  
 

 

Don Logan, President/COO, enters his 41st season with the Las Vegas professional baseball franchise. He 

possesses a vast background and knowledge of both the game of baseball and the Las Vegas sports scene and has 

been a part of Las Vegas’ two Pacific Coast League championship teams (1986, 1988). 

 

A native of Tonopah, Nevada, Logan began his career with the franchise as an account executive in 1984 and 

quickly moved up the front-office ladder. He became ticket manager in 1985, and a year later was promoted to 

assistant general manager. He held that position for the next four seasons before taking over as general manager 

in 1991. On January 3, 2000, Logan added the title of president to his responsibilities as general manager and 

remained in that role until June 3, 2013, when he was named President/COO of Summerlin Las Vegas Baseball 

Club LLC.      

 

During his tenure, Logan has earned respect not only as one of the most influential sports executives in Las 

Vegas, but in all of professional baseball. That respect has been recognized with countless honors, most notably 

as the first and only three-time winner of the Pacific Coast League’s Executive of the Year award (1992, 1998, 

2018). Logan is also a two-time recipient of the Larry McPhail Promotional Trophy (1991, 1997), and in 

December 2019, he was named Baseball America Minor League Executive of the Year. He has also served as the 

PCL’s Vice President and on the Joint Minor League Baseball Marketing Committee. As a one-time chairman of 

the PCL’s Executive Committee, Logan oversaw league operations and later served on the advisory board of PCL 

President Branch Rickey III. The Aviators franchise, on December 2, 2021, was the recipient of the Baseball 

America Triple-A Bob Freitas Award. The Freitas award is given annually to the organization of the year at each 

level of the Minor Leagues.   

  

Under Logan’s guidance and in partnership with the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA), the 

Las Vegas franchise has hosted dozens of Major League Baseball spring training games at Cashman Field and 

Las Vegas Ballpark. These “Big League Weekend” games have featured such Hall of Fame players as Las Vegas 

native Greg Maddux, Ken Griffey Jr. and the late Tony Gwynn, as well as perennial All-Stars Barry Bonds, Alex 

Rodriguez, Ichiro Suzuki, Sandy Alomar Jr. and Matt Kemp, to name a few. In part because of Big League 

Weekend’s success, the Oakland A’s elected to play their first six games of the 1996 season at Cashman Field, 

while their home stadium (the Oakland Alameda County Coliseum) was completing renovations.  

 

Logan also was instrumental in bringing the Triple-A World Series to Cashman Field for three years (1998-2000), 

pitting the PCL champion against International League champion. Logan then worked with the MLB Players 

Association to host the "Big League Home Run Challenge” at Cashman Field. The nationally televised event 

(ESPN, ESPN2) took place each February from 2000-03. 

 

 



Despite a busy schedule, Logan has found time to support many community projects, including serving on the 

Executive Committee of both the Las Vegas Bowl and Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame. Among the honors 

he’s received for his community work include: the 2007 Chin's Humanitarian of the Year for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association of Southern Nevada; 2010 ESPN Sportsman of the Year, benefitting The Caring Place, a 

local nonprofit dedicated to easing the journey of those affected by cancer; 2018 Nevada Broadcasters 

Association and Foundation Community Achievement Award; and 2018 Free Enterprise Award presented by the 

Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce to those who personify the entrepreneurial spirit and commitment to 

free enterprise in Southern Nevada and across the entire state. 

 

In conjunction with the Howard Hughes Corporation, Logan in October 2017 secured a naming-rights deal with 

the LVCVA for Las Vegas Ballpark, a new state-of-the-art Triple-A baseball stadium in Downtown Summerlin. 

After working for two decades to make the stadium a reality, Logan finally ushered in a new era for professional 

baseball in Southern Nevada when Las Vegas Ballpark broke ground February 23, 2018. The venue officially 

opened its doors April 9, 2019, welcoming a sellout crowd of 11,036, and the Aviators would go on to lead all of 

Minor League Baseball in attendance in 2019. 

 

A 1981 graduate of Utah State and 2011 inductee into the Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame, Logan has been 

married to his wife, Jennifer, for 25 years.  He has one daughter, Adrienne. His daughter Adrienne is married to 

Ryan Fitzgerald and they reside in Reno. 
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