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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

6/1/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Keith Thomas 

 Photos: Bruce Pope (Tom Martin is partying in France)   
  see attached or click here.  

Mic duty: Justin Hamada  
 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 

 week on our website and on our Facebook page  
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 
Jordana Lane introduced her daughter Kaylee with Kaylee sharing that she had recently 
completed her sophomore year at Coronado High School and was preparing for soccer 
tryouts. She is also headed to Colorado for a special training camp which could propel her 
into an exclusive position on an elite team.  Jordana also shared that 11 years ago today 
she joined Southwest Rotary Club and was also accompanied that day by Kaylee.  Here is a 
picture of Kaylee on 6/1/15 and a recreation today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/YQcr2szftJLwJdpC7
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Karl Maisner introduced his daughter Ariel.  Her brother, Theo, attended with his dad a 
few weeks ago and Karl promised Ariel he would bring her to a meeting when school was 
out for the summer. School is out and here she is!  Welcome, Ariel! 
 

 
 
 
Tom Llewellyn joined us again today as a guest of Bruce Pope.  They are neighbors at Las 
Ventanas and have known each other for many years inasmuch as their wives were both 
involved in P.E.O.  He has lived in Las Vegas for about 17 years and moved here to be near 
2 granddaughters.  He worked for the State of West Virginia for about 30 years doing child 
welfare and IT work.  He is interested in joining our club and indicated he would be filling 
out an application.  Welcome, Tom! 
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Shammah Joseph  joined us as a guest of Cynthia Hamada and shared her journey from participating in a 4-
Way Speech competition at the West Club (where she met Cynthia) to starting an Interact Club at A-Tech and 
attending RYLA as a participant and subsequently as a camp counselor.  She is pursuing a degree in chemical 
engineering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jeanne Willett announced that our last Greenspokes under Pres. Rebecca’s encore presidency was a great 
success!!  We enjoyed a night of delicious BBQ and Entertainment at The Firelight Barn Dinner Theater 
(remember they spoke to our club a couple of months ago.  You may remember the yodeling daughter!)   Click 
here for a ton of pictures. 
 

Jeanne also announced the date (6/13/26, Saturday) and location (The Lodge at Mt. Charleston) for her 
Presidential Retreat. She also reminded everyone that she sent out a survey and to please complete them and 
return them as soon as possible.  A copy of the survey is attached if you haven’t received one yet or can’t access 
her emailed link. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that Debunking is scheduled for Thursday, June 25, 2026, starting at 6:00 p.m. 
It will be held in Nino’s Kitchen at Angel Park Golf Club. Nino’s Kitchen is located in Summerlin and has 
breathtaking views of the Mountain, Palm and Cloud 9 golf courses. He said that in recognition of Pres. 
Rebecca’s roots in Texas, the menu will feature BBQ. 
 
Bruce also announced that Troy Lochhead and Aric Graham are moving out of Las Vegas and although 
resigning as active members, they will be continuing as honorary members. 
 

Tom Novotny announced that our Club 4-Way Speech contest winner, Everett Guerin, ho represented Nevada 
at the District Assembly on May 23rd.  He took third place and Pres. Rebecca and Jeanne Willett, who were 
both in attendance, said that he did a great job! 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/igrkdS6vh9bZ92WP7
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE PRESENTATION 
 
Fred Fukumoto introduced the Club’s scholarship program, which awards two four-year scholarships worth 
$12,000 each to students attending Nevada universities, with recipients maintaining at least a 3.0 GPA and 
taking 12 semester hours. He announced that our Southwest Rotary Scholarship Committee had previously met 
and selected our 2026 scholarship winners: 
 
Noah Sanchez is the winner of the Adrienne Cox Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 4-year scholarship, and he was 
accompanied today by his parents, Jaime and Antoinette Sanchez. He graduated as valedictorian of his high 
school class and plans to study civil engineering at UNLV and pursue Air Force ROTC with an eye to a career 
in the Air Force, 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samuel Slepack is the winner of the John & Lou Yoxen Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 4-year scholarship and he 
was accompanied today by his father, Richard Slepack. He plans to study computer science with a focus on AI 
at UNLV. 
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Joyce Calimag joined the meeting via Zoom and made brief remarks. She was the Club’s scholarship winner in 
2023, graduated from UNR on May 14, 2026, and will be starting her UNR Master’s program in the Fall of 
2026.  She graduated from Cristo 
Rey High School and then 
graduated from UNR in May one 
year early.  She discussed her 
plans to continue her education 
with a master's degree in social 
work at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. The Las Vegas Southwest 
Rotary Club will fund two 
additional semesters for Joyce's 
master's program, making her the 
first student in the club's history to 
have part of her advanced degree 
funded. Former Southwest 
Rotarian Les Kaneta has also 
committed a stipend to her.  Joyce 
expressed her gratitude for the 
club's support and shared her 
career plans to work with older 
adults, particularly those with 
dementia and terminal illness, 
leveraging her experience with the Sanford Center for Aging and Dementia Engagement Education and 
Research Program. Fred later mentioned that each week our speakers receive a certificate and our club makes a 
donation to the organization, Dementia Friendly, that was brought to us this year by Joyce. 
 
 
 
 
Kristine Bongolan who was the Club’s 4-year scholarship winner in 2025 sent in a short video presentation 
(click here to see the video) which the club watched.  She will be entering her sophomore years at UNLV.  She 
shared her first-year university 
experience at UNLV, highlighting 
her involvement in various clubs 
including the American Institute of 
Architecture Students, where she 
served as first-year representative 
and will be future vice president, and 
the Judo Club. She discussed her 
academic pursuit in architecture with 
a 4.0 GPA and her goals to address 
social issues like food insecurity and 
affordable housing in Las Vegas 
through community pantries and 
better housing infrastructure. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/yz9Rgw3Uv9EhHu7q9
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RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today 

 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can 
be found here. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Keith Thomas recounted the fun evening at Greenspokes and said that one of the specialties there is what they 
called their “mighty awesome fudge”.  Ever the thoughtful Rotarian, he, of course, purchased one of the very 
expensive bars on his way out of the theater.  Keith said he was mightily tempted to just eat it and not say 
anything about it. He even went so far as to cut the package open.  However, before he unwrapped the fudge, his 
conscience got the best of him and he put Satan behind him and successfully delivered the candy today to our 
lovely Pres. Rebecca. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – No joke today (He probably had a good one but given the guest lineup today, he must have decided to 
be decorous and simply responded to Pres. Rebecca by saying “Sorry, no joke…fine me”.) 
 
Tom Martin – No joke today (He and Donna are gallivanting around France for a couple of weeks). 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Justin Hamada was today’s winner. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to read the meeting newsletter from May 6, 1999. 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
Francesca Gilbert was our speaker today.  Rather than speak about the real 
estate market in her capacity as a long-time Las Vegas real estate agent, she 
spoke of a “hallmark” moment of her life.  She shared her personal story of a 
near-death experience in 2013 that led to an enhanced understanding of the 
importance of strong support systems and the impact of relationships in 
recovery. 
 

The meeting was recorded because 
of the Zoom presentation and 
shortly after the meeting the Zoom 
AI feature sent your editor a 
summary of her presentation.  Here 
is how AI described her 
presentation: 
  “The conversation ended with a 
powerful speech by Francesca Gilbert about her near-death 
experience and the importance of strong support systems.” 
 
Indeed, it was powerful and 
thank you so much for 
sharing such a personal 
story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/19990506-bulletin.pdf
https://www.bhhsnv.com/real-estate-agent/3736/francesca-gilbert
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
Pres. Rebecca invited PDG Tom Novotny to come forward 
and present two awards that Southwest Rotary Club received at 
the District Training Assembly.   
 
The first is a “Gold Award” presented for excellence in “Club 
Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, International 
Service, Youth Service, Public Image & Membership 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The second award was a “Silver Award” and is a “Bonus” award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
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