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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

5/11/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Mics didn’t work today 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jill O’Neill joined us today.  She is a member of the Rotary 
Club of Clinton, Iowa.  She said the club is about 100 years old 
and has about 100 members.Although she has lived in Las 
Vegas for five years and works for the library district at the 
Enterprise library, she maintains her membership long distance 
via zoom.  She also is the club’s public image chair and writes 
their newsleter every week.  She has a son that plays the 
trumpet and studies at the Las Vegas Academy.   Here is her 
bio from her club’s website.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/pzQ44X7LxECr5d8n9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.rotaryclubofclinton.com/
https://www.rotaryclubofclinton.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
 
None today. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bruce MacKenzie reported on our final and very successful Happy Feet project of the 
school year.  We were again at Ferron Elementary School and we “shoe’d” the third 
grade.  Click here for pictures.  Our next HF project will likely be in October after school 
starts again and since school principal Margaret Putnam is retiring in October, we plan to 
do a special acknowledgment to her inasmuch as she has been a good friend to our club 
for many years. 
 
Tom Novotny announced that Rotary International’s Day of Service is on Saturday, 5/16. 
Since we just did our club’s “Day of Service” last week, we have been invited to 
participate with the Red Rock Rotary Club on the 16th assembling snack kits and 
feminine hygiene kits. We have participated with them in the past on the same project.  It 
begins at 11:00 a.m. and will be held at the Otonomus Hotel on 5050 West Russell Road, 
LV (see complete details in the attached flyer. 
 
Amber Fuhriman on behalf of Jeanne Willett announced that we have a place and a 
time for our last Greenspokes under Pres. Rebecca’s Presidency!!  We are encouraging 
all NEW members AND current members to come and enjoy a night of delicious BBQ 
and Entertainment from The Firelight Barn Dinner Theater (remember they spoke to our 
club a couple of months ago.  You may remember the yodeling daughter!)  Please let 
Jeanne know if you can make it.  Dinner and a show will be provided.  They offer pulled 
pork, chicken and a vegetarian option and she needs to know what your option is.  Adult 
beverages will be available for purchase.  If you have any questions, please email or 
call/text Jeanne (702-289-3854 or jeanneradde@gmail.com). 

Time:  5:30pm 
Date: Thursday May 21, 2026 
Location:  Firelight Barn 546 S Boulder Hwy, Henderson, NV 89015 
 

Bruce MacKenzie announced that Debunking is scheduled for Thursday, June 25, 2026, 
at Angel Park Golf Club, starting at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can 
be found here. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/WryGUHA4rA5RHPPaA
mailto:jeanneradde@gmail.com
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Keith Thomas said that they spent the weekend in Southern California and attended the 
Nate Bargatzke concert at the Intuit Dome.  Since the trip was very expensive due to the 
high gas prices and hugely expensive concert tickets and since the merchandise stores at the 
Intuit Dome were closed, he said he almost gave up finding a suitable gift.  However, on the 
way home he stopped at “Eddy World” and discovered the “World’s Biggest Necklace” so 
he bought it.  Fortunately, it wasn’t too expensive as when he arrived home late Sunday, he 
found that his water heater was leaking and needs to be replaced. (Surely this story is worth 
a credit???) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Melissa Brooks said that she and Marshall just returned from visiting Belize and while there found some 
authentic Mayan earrings. 

 
 

 

https://eddieworld.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belize
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – Two nuns are painting an office at the rectory on a hot summer day. One says to the other, we 
should take off our habits so as to not get paint on them. So, both nuns are painting the room in the nude when they 
hear a knock on the door. Flustered, one says, "Who is it?" followed by a man's voice saying, "Blind man." Figuring 
the man wouldn't see anything, they open the door. The man walks in and says, "Wow, and where do you want me to 
install these blinds?" 
 
Tom Martin – Went to my son’s house.  Got bored.  Got up out of the sitting room chair and into the kitchen to see 
him.  “Have you got a newspaper?”  “Newspaper? Get modern, Dad, we get th e news online nowadays!” and he 
handed me his tablet.  Later on he came in and asked what I thought about using the tablet.  “It’s really good!  I tell 
you that fly didn’t stand a chance!” 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Jordana Lane was today’s winner. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to read the meeting newsletter from May 6, 1999. 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
 Eric Colvin introduced our speaker today, Brent Hay.  He is a Development 
Associate with the Nevada Blind Children’s Foundation.  With a background 
in economics from Frostburg State University, he has been with NBCF for over 
two years, serving previously at The Shade Tree. 
 
A copy of his presentation is attached.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/19990506-bulletin.pdf
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Thanks so much for your informative presentation about the NBCF.  As usual, our club members were full of 
questions and the time quickly flew by.   
 
We appreciate your dedication. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
 













Welcome!



About NBCF
Founde d in 20 0 6 , NBCF is  the  only 
nonprofit  organizat ion in Ne vada 
sole ly se rving b lind  and  visually 
impaire d  childre n age s  b irth through 
22 ye ars .



Nevada is one of seven* 
states that does not have a 

school for the blind.
*Alaska, Iowa, Maine, Nevada, Rhode 

Island, Oregon, and Wyoming



Child

Health

Recreation

EducationAdvocacy

Life Skills & 
Employment

Family Support 
& Community 
Engagement

NBCF and Children's Learning 
Center have a well rounded focus 
to provide the best support for our 
students.

Our Priorities



• Clark County has approximately 192 
students with visual impairments.

• 36.6% of people with a visual 
impairment are employed full-time.

• 37% of Nevada's residents with visual 
impairment only have a high school 
diploma or equivalent.

• 33% of students who qualify are 
served by NBCF



Mission & Vision

Social Opportunities

Extended Educational Activities

Extracurricular Activities

To help every child with a visual 
impairment reach their full potential

Transitional Living Skills



Educate

Our e ducat ional support  se rvice s  he lp  
s tude nts  and  pare nts  through the  
proce ss  of se e king support  from the  
school d is t ric t . We  also offe r 
home work he lp , tutoring, home  vis it s  
a long with t ra ining in adapt ive  
te chnologie s .



Programs that promote independent living skills 
through adapt ive  cooking c lasse s , hygie ne  and  
se lf-he lp  course s , mone y manage me nt  t ra ining, 
re sume  build ing and  job  and  se condary 
e ducat ion re ad ine ss  re source s .

Employ



Designed specifically for students with visual 
impairme nts , the se  course s  inc lude  re cre at ion, 
art , and  STEAM, e nsuring the y re ce ive  a  
compre he nsive  e ducat ional e xpe rie nce  
comparable  to  the ir s ighte d  pe e rs .

Empower



Discovery Day Camp
• Businesses, Organizat ions, partne rs & 

Museums tours
• Part ic ipate  in Adapt ive  Sport ing 

events .
• Outdoor Recreat ion
• Tradit ional Camp games

• Cooking compe t it ions
• Readathons
• Lego building compe t it ions



Donate Today!

What to set up a tour? We would love to hear 
from you!

Maribel Garcia
Executive Director
Mgarcia@nvblindchildren.org
702-941-5101

Brent Hay
Development Associate
Bhay@nvblindchildren.org
702-941-5109

mailto:Mgarcia@nvblindchildren.org
mailto:Bhay@nvblindchildren.org


Be a part of the journey 
and follow us  on soc ial 

me dia  today!

Follow Our Journe y!

@nvblindchildre n
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