
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President 
Rebecca Collett 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors  

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 

Advisor 

 
Executive Secretary 

Melissa Brooks 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto 

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 

 
PO Box 752612 

Las Vegas, NV 89136 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary 

#VegasStrong 

 
 
 

  
 

Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

4/27/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Paul Gustilo 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
None today. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Tom Martin thanked everyone who came to the Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah, last weekend.  Friday evening, we partied at 
Settler’s Point Motel, Saturday morning we golfed (or for one of the golfers, what passed as 
golf) and Saturday evening we partied some more at SPM.  At the Saturday evening session, we 
found out that the hotel was holding a fundraiser for the Make-A-Wish foundation.  They were 
selling hot dogs and hamburgers so we supplemented our pizza evening with burgers and dogs.  
Bruce Pope also challenged the golfers (and partners and non-golfers) to come out of pocket to 
help the hotel’s fundraiser and by the end of the evening we had contributed about $500. Bruce 
also talked about something called the “60-mile rule” (you will have to ask Bruce about the 
rule inasmuch as your innocent newsletter editor knows nothing of such things.)  Our group, 
however, was so sedate and decorous that any “60-mile rule” would be unnecessary in any 
event.  Pictures from the weekend can be seen by clicking here. 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QxRN31pnFWoJQq8B9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Sunbrook+Golf+Club,+2366+W+Sunbrook+Dr,+St.+George,+UT+84770/@36.1565112,-115.2483328,10056m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80ca444349fb6563:0x488b4352e1967f83!2m2!1d-113.633723!2d37.1061915?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://photos.app.goo.gl/itJc6kv696j95amh8
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Fred Fukumoto announced that the scholarship committee will be interviewing 
candidates this week for our 4-year scholarships of $12,000 each.  This year we will have 
two 4-year scholarships available and two 1-year scholarships available. 
 
Paul Gustilo said that on 5/5/26, we will be having our last Happy Feet project of the 
school year.  We will again be at Ferron Elementary School and we will begin setup at 
7:30 p.m. and will be “shoeing” the third grade 
 
Pres. Rebecca said that she attended District Conference April 24-26 and that Tom 
Novotny (who was attending to District duties today in his capacity as District 
Administrator) would report on the conference next week.  Members are also reminded 
that the 2027 Rotary International Convention has been changed from Dubai to 
Barcelona.  A couple of our members (Keith Thomas and Jeanne Willett) are already 
planning to attend.  Also coming up is the District Training Assembly on 5/23/26 in 
Apple valley, CA. 
 

 
CLUB HEALTH UPDATES 
 
Dennis Morgan (President 1998-1999) is recovering from open heart surgery about 
seven weeks ago and is doing well even after having to return to the hospital for a bit of 
follow up work. 
 
Andy Clarke (Lori Clarke) is recovering from open heart surgery ( 5 bypasses) and an 
aortic valve replacement.  Lori reports that he is still in the ICU but should be home by 
the end of the week. 
 
Christene Reynolds (Ron Reynolds) is recovering from hip replacement surgery. 
 
Prayers and best wishes for all of them. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
None today. 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and 
board meeting dates can be found here. 

 

https://www.district5300.org/district-conference-2026/
https://my.rotary.org/en/barcelona-spain-selected-host-2027-rotary-convention?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_profile=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED
https://www.rotary5300.org/district-assembly/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – A woman goes to the bird store as she wants to buy a bird to surprise her husband.  “Good day, 
Ma’am.”  “Good day, I would like to buy a parrot.”  “Unfortunately, we only have one parrot left.  It used to live in a 
brother, bit it’s very cute.  The woman buys it.  At home she covers it up and waits for her beloved husband.  The 
husband arrives home, enters the room, and the wife removes the cloth from the cage.  The parrot looks around and 
says, “Hmmm, new room, new bed, new girl, oh, hello, George.” 
 
Tom Martin - Donald Trump was walking through Manhattan and saw a long queue. Wondering what is was for, he 
joined it. People would look over their shoulder, see that is was Donald Trump behind them, and leave the queue, so 
he would proceed closer and closer to the front. As he was getting closer to the head of the queue, he asked one guy, 
who also looked and was about to walk away, "Wait a second, what is this queue for and why are you now leaving 
it?" The man said "This is the queue for Canadian Immigration Visas, but if you are getting one, I don't need one 
now." 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Ron Reynolds was today’s winner. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see pictures from the August 1998 meetings.  Dennis Morgan, currently recovering from illness, was 
the president.  Shout out to Dennis…Get Well Soon! 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
 Harry Mong was our speaker today. He was introduced by Paul Gustilo 
who coincidentally is Harry’s neighbor.  He has been in Las Vegas for about 
17 years and has three children who Harry later described as Paul and 
Nancy’s wake up alarm on Saturday mornings. 

 
He is the Vice President of Operations 
for Special Olympics Nevada, and 
leads their programs, operations, and 
partnerships. With over 20 years of 
non-profit experience, he previously 
served as Senior Director of 
Programs. As Vice President of 
Operations, he oversees key 
operational functions for the Nevada 
chapter. He has over two decades of 
experience in the non-profit sector 
and holds a Master's degree in 
Coaching and Athletic Administration. He has been featured in Enterprise 
Bank & Trust spotlights for his leadership in developing athletic programs 
and, according to Nevada Business Magazine, in his role, he works directly 
with athletes on initiatives like the 2026 USA Games. He is part of the 
leadership team at the reestablished, independent Special Olympics Nevada 
chapter. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/B15W7V7aKivDv5Nh8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/harry-mong-iii/
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The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of 
Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities. This gives them continuing opportunities to 
develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills, and 
friendships with their families, other Special Olympics athletes, and the community. 
 
A copy of Harry’s presentation is attached to the newsletter. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  









Special Olympics 
Nevada 
4000 S. Eastern Ave 

Ste 320 

Las Vegas, NV 89119
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Mission

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports

 training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports

 for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them

 continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate

 courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills

 and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes

 and the community.
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Special Olympics Organization Tree 
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Special 
Olympics 

International 

Special 
Olympics 

North America

Special 
Olympics 
Nevada



Special Olympics Nevada Mission

Our mission is creating inclusive 

opportunities for people with 

intellectual disabilities in the 

areas of Sports, Health, 

Education, and Leadership 

Development.
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What We Offer
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Here is what we offer:
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Community 

Programs

Local Sports

National Competition

World Competition

Athlete Leadership

Schools

Unified Champion Schools

Unified Sports

Inclusive Youth Leadership

Whole School Engagement

Young Athletes

Health

Healthy Athletes

8 Health Disciplines

Medical Professional 

Training

Mindset Matters

Language:

Athlete(s) – Persons or people with intellectual disabilities

Partner(s) – Persons or people without intellectual disabilities



Healthy Athletes
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Health

Challenge   Special Olympics Solution
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Exclusion & 
unrecognized potential

Poorer health
& fitness

Education
marginalization

SO creates unprecedented 
opportunities for building skills, 
confidence and connections. 

SO operates the world’s largest 
health program for people 
with intellectual disability.

SO champions educational 
opportunities for people with ID 
& foster greater understanding in 
all.



Health

Inclusive Health: people with ID are able to 

take full advantage of the same health 

programs and services available to people 

who do not have ID.

9



Health

Improve health status of 

people  with intellectual 

disabilities

Increase access to quality 

health care and health 

resources for people with 

intellectual disabilities

10

8 Health Disciplines 

Healthy Hearing

Fun Fitness

Fit Feet

Health Promotion

Med Fest

Opening Eyes

Special Smiles

Strong Minds



Health

11

By training health care 
professionals who then go back 
to their practices with increased 
knowledge of compassion for 
people with intellectual 
disabilities, Healthy Athletes is 
improving the care received by 
many outside of Special 
Olympics.



Young Athletes

What is Young Athletes?
• Sport and play program that introduces children with and 

without intellectual disabilities to the world of sport 

through fun activities.

What’s the goal?
• provides children with activities and games that meet their 

individual skill and ability levels

• All children should be valued for their talents and abilities

Who is Young Athletes for?
• Ages 2 – 7 years (pre-k to 2nd grade)

When is Young Athletes?
• Can take place anytime of year, virtually or in person

12



How can you support  Healthy Athletes? 

• Introductions to health professionals in the 

specialty areas

• Help offset direct program costs such as:
• Supplies

• Facility space

• Incentives

• Meals

• Transportation for surrounding areas (Mesquite & Pahrump)

13



Unified Champion 
Schools(UCS) Program

2022 | Confidential & Proprietary



UCS Program

15

110 UCS schools statewide as of 2025 



UCS Programs

Unified Sports

Brings together students with and 
without disabilities to participate in 
a sport or sport team for training 
and competition.

Sports and seasons are determined by 
campus or school district.

• Unified Fitness

• Unified P.E.

• Unified Sport Teams

• Young Athletes

16



UCS Program

Unified Champion Schools is a unique education program that provides a social 

inclusion model combining students with and without intellectual disabilities 

on school sports teams (Unified Sports), through inclusive student clubs and 

schoolwide initiatives

3 Components:

Unified Sports

Inclusive Youth Leadership

Whole School Engagement

Goals:

reduce bullying and aggression

promote healthy activities

eliminate stereotypes

17



UCS Program 

Inclusive Youth Leadership

Opportunities for youth with and 
without intellectual disabilities to 
become agents of change within their 
school, community, and state

Students of all abilities opportunity to 
be leaders

• Youth Activation Committee

• Student Council

• National Honor Society

• Lunch Buddies

• Unified Club
18



UCS Program

Whole-School Engagement

Youth-centered, school-focused 
initiative that uses the Special 
Olympics sports and education 
program to:

• activate all students

• engage educators

• involve the entire school

• promote a campus culture of 
acceptance  and social inclusion, 
where all young  people are 
agents of change

19



UCS Programs

Opportunities for Youth

20

Partners
Age 2-7 Young Athletes

6th grade join State Youth 

Leadership Committee

8th grade considered for travel 

to national youth leadership

16+ Opportunity to join 

national youth leadership 

committees

Athletes

Age 2-7 Young Athletes

6th grade join State Youth 

Leadership Committee

8th grade considered for travel 

to national youth leadership

16+ Opportunity to join 

national youth leadership 

committees



How can you support Unified 
Champion Schools? 

• Introductions to School Administrators

• Help offset direct program costs such as:
• Supplies

• Incentives

• Meals

• Company or Organization Volunteers

21



Community Sports
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Community Sports

Year-round training & competition 
opportunities.

• 6-8 weeks of practice, conclude with 
competition

• Practices and competitions take 
place at many facilities statewide

Free to all participants
• Athlete Application is required
• Good for 1 year
• No Doctor’s Signature Required

Wide variety of ages and ability levels.

Opportunities for advancement to 
higher competitions.

Currently serving over 2,500 athletes 

in 10 area programs.

23



Community Sports

Local Sport Practice and Competition
7 Sports Offered Statewide

Basketball
• Winter

Track and Field

Swimming
• Spring

Bocce (Unified)
• Spring (Southern Nevada)
• Summer (Northern Nevada)

Golf (Unified)
• Southern Nevada Only
• Fall

Flag Football (Unified)

Bowling (Unified)
• Summer (Southern Nevada)
• Fall (Northern Nevada)

24

National and World Competition
Offered every 4 years

• World Summer Games
 Santiago, Chile 2027 – 1 athlete (Bocce)

• World Winter Games
 

• USA Games
 Minnesota 2026 – 12 Athletes and 3 coaches



Community Sports

Opportunities for Youth

25

Volunteer 

Opportunities
Age 10 -13:

• volunteer for events day of 

volunteer with parent or 

guardian on grounds

Age 14+:

• Day of volunteer w/o parent 

or guardian present

• Become an Assistant Coach 

or Unified Partner

Age 16+:

• Become a Head Coach

• Games Management Team

Athletes

Age 6 – 7: Training

Age 8+: Train and Compete

Age 13+ : Considered for 

National/World Games

14+: Join State Athlete 
Leadership + all 
community sports



Athlete Leadership

We partner with Athlete Leaders to 
educate people about the abilities 
of our athletes, provide leadership 
and skill training for athletes to be 
successful, and support them in 
leadership roles inside and outside 
the movement.
‣ Face and Voice of Special 

Olympics Nevada
‣ Take on meaningful roles within 

the organization
‣ Learn a variety of traits and skills 

that they can use in their 
everyday lives.
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How can you support Community Sports 
Programs? 

• Help offset Direct Program costs such as:

• Facility cost

• Transportation

• Meals

• Equipment

• Uniforms

• Become a Coach 

• All coaches must complete application and pass background check

• Day of Volunteer

• Volunteer opportunities for Companies or Organization to help with One day 

competitions

• Athlete Leader Mentor
• Be assigned to an Athlete Leader(s) to help guide them in their leadership journey.

27



SUMMARY
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Summary
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Sports

FREE – Athlete Application 

Required

Age 6-7 : Train

Age 8+: Train and Compete

Volunteer Opportunities for ages 

10 and up

Athlete Leadership

Schools

Unified Sports means persons with 

and without disabilities playing 

sports

3 Unified Champion School 

Components

Leadership opportunities for 

students

Young Athletes

Health

Largest health program for 

people with intellectual 

disabilities.

Free Preventative Screenings

8 Specialty Areas



Mission Moment

30 





ATHLETE OATH

“LET ME WIN,

BUT IF I CANNOT WIN,

LET ME BE BRAVE,

IN THE ATTEMPT.”

32



CALL TO ACTION!

If interested in supporting any of our 

programs, email INFO@ SONV. ORG

33



Thank you
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