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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

4/20/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Keith Thomas 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here .  
Mic duty: Joe Wittenwiler 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook page  

 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Brianne Owens joined us as a guest of Raluca Petre and 
Joe Wittenwiler who know here through a networking 
organization (B&I).  She is a Vice President/Business 
Banker and has been with Nevada State Bank for about 7 
years..  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BQoGAnJ5eNWRLnyr5
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course (see map from hotel attached) in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 
and 25, 2026.  Plans have been made and about 15 will be going. Friday evening party at 
Settler’s Point Motel, Saturday golf.  Saturday evening party at SPM.  Gonna be fun!!   
 
 

 
 

Fred Fukumoto announced that the scholarship committee will be interviewing 
candidates next week for our 4-year scholarships of $12,000 each.  This year we will 
have two 4-year scholarships available and 2 1-year scholarships available. 
 
Keith Thomas said that we will be having a Happy Feet project at Ferron Elementary 
on 5/5/26, which will be the final HF of the school year. 
 
Francesca Gilbert announced that our club’s “4-Way Speech Contest” winner was 
also the winner of the regional contest held this past weekend at Palo Verde High 
School.  He will now go on to the finals which will be held at the District Training 
Assembly on May 23rd in Apple Valley, CA. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone about District Conference April 24-26 and also 
said that the 2027 Rotary International Convention has been changed from Dubai to 
Barcelona.  One of our members (Keith Thomas) is already planning to attend.  He 
also mentioned the District Training Assembly on 5/23. 

 
Jeanne Willett announced that the “Dan Stover Music Contest” regional was also held this past weekend and our 
club’s entrant did not win but made a good showing. 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Sunbrook+Golf+Club,+2366+W+Sunbrook+Dr,+St.+George,+UT+84770/@36.1565112,-115.2483328,10056m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80ca444349fb6563:0x488b4352e1967f83!2m2!1d-113.633723!2d37.1061915?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.rotary5300.org/district-assembly/
https://www.rotary5300.org/district-assembly/
https://www.district5300.org/district-conference-2026/
https://my.rotary.org/en/barcelona-spain-selected-host-2027-rotary-convention?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_profile=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED
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Jeanne also thanked everyone who helped out with the Gold Raffle and presented them all with a thoughtful 
thank you card and a whole bunch of Lawry’s gift cards. Here is the list (at least I think this is the list: 

Melissa and Marshall Brooks – Check in 
Joe Wittenwiler – MC 
Jordana Lane – Prize wheel (with special thanks to Scott Willett who handcrafted the entire wheel from 
scratch!) 
Lori Clarke – Helped with everything since she is on deck to run the fundraiser next year! 
Bruce and Kim MacKenzie who helped with decorations and with buying all the gold. 
Bruce Pope and Tom Martin who helped with…and here my notes get fuzzy but I think it had something to 
do with wine, maybe?? 
Keith Thomas – slide show 

Jeanne also brought along a couple of her friends who helped out as well.  All in all, it was a fun event and 
pictures are on our Facebook page and on our website.  Well done, Jeanne, and many thanks from our club! 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Joe Wittenwiler said that he and Taryn had been in Washington, D.C. for the “Rock and Roll Marathon” and 
while there visited the Smithsonian American History Museum where they found a cool eagle bracelet which he 
presented to Pres. Rebecca (how do you like that “run on” sentence). 

 

 
 
 

https://www.runrocknroll.com/sites/default/files/2026-03/2026%20RnR%20DC%20Final%20Info%20rs_0.pdf
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be 
found here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – For years, Smith has had the bad habit of leaning his hand on the wall when he wants to get out of bed.  
Over time, an ugly stain has formed on the wall, ruining the look of the bedroom.  The time comes for painting.  (You will 
have to google the punchline.  Suffice it to say that there was a misunderstanding between the painter and Smith’s wife.) 
 
Tom Martin - One evening, after the honeymoon, he was organizing his golfing equipment. His wife was standing 
nearby watching him. After a long period of silence, she finally speaks: "Tim, I've been thinking, now that we're married 
maybe it's time you quit golfing. You spend so much time on the course. You could probably get a good price for your 
clubs."  Tim gets this horrified look on his face.  She says, "Darling, what's wrong?"  "For a minute there you were 
beginning to sound like my ex-wife."  "Ex-wife!" she screams, "I didn't know you were married before!" "I wasn't," he 
replied. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Ron Reynolds was today’s winner. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to read the newsletter from the 8/25/98 meeting. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Amy Zeldenrust was our speaker today.  She has been an ISA certified 
arborist since 2011 and is the past president of the Southern Nevada 
Arborist Group, and board member of Desert Green Foundation Board, 
Nevada Shade Tree Council, and a former Master Gardener.  
 
She has done landscape design in the Las Vegas area since 2005 and 
loves plants and trees and meeting people who care about their trees and 
landscapes.  
 
Thanks so much for your presentation.  As you could tell from the 
plethora of questions, the subject was interesting and your answers very 
informative.  Thanks, again! 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/19980825-bulletin-for-4.20.26-newsletter.pdf
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
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