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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

4/13/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook  

page  
 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Tom Llewellyn joined us today as a guest of Bruce Pope.  They are neighbors at Las 
Ventanas and have known each other for many years inasmuch as their wives were both 
involved in P.E.O.  He has lived in Las Vegas for about 17 years and moved here to be 
near 2 granddaughters.  He worked for the State of West Virginia for about 30 years 
doing child welfare and IT work.  Welcome, Tom! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1brZYuCh62J8yrZK7
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Rebecca thanked Jeanne Willett for organizing our Gold Raffle/MONTE 
CARLO NIGHT last Thursday.  It was held at the Italian American Club.   Our Gold 
Raffle began in 1978 when Fred Kennedy was president.   Jeanne was helped by a lot 
of people who made it a fun evening and a great success. Food and cake were great, 
ambience perfect, and fellowship was evident all evening. Some of you may not have 
noticed the slide show that was running throughout the evening.  It featured pictures 
from the Club's various projects and events during the past year along with pictures of 
prizes from the raffle.  Click here to see the pictures in the slideshow. Clickity Click & 
Co. brought their "Photo Booth" and every one was able to get their picture 
taken.  Click here to see those photos.  And as usual, your intrepid newsletter editor 
also took a few pictures.  Click here.  Here is the list of “Gold” winners: 

1 gram Ryan Breen 
1 gram Chris Drake 
1/10 oz. Frank Abbott 
1/4 oz. Jack Woodcock 
1/4 oz. Chris Publow 
1/2 oz. Chris Drake 
1 oz. Frank Abbott 

 
More importantly, Pres. Rebecca announced that one of her clients had been invited to 
the GR but was unable to and said that they are going to donate $10,000 to our club!    
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course (see map from hotel attached) in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 
and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are 
interested. Also in the red book is a course play book and information about the course.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/FwSHXkyZBbNuNyi99
https://www.clickityclickco.com/
https://www.clickityclickco.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Pd19HPY7znJQTfVXA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fZ9kqeTGL5kU5jze8
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Sunbrook+Golf+Club,+2366+W+Sunbrook+Dr,+St.+George,+UT+84770/@36.1565112,-115.2483328,10056m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80ca444349fb6563:0x488b4352e1967f83!2m2!1d-113.633723!2d37.1061915?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Fred Fukumoto announced that the scholarship committee will be interviewing candidates next week for our 4-
year scholarships of $12,000 each.  This year we will have two 4-year scholarships available and 2 1-year 
scholarships available. 
 
Jeanne Willett said that we will be having a Happy Feet project at Ferron Elementary on 5/5/26, which will be 
the final HF project for this school year. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that the DacDB website has been updated and everyone should check it out. 
 
PDG Tom Novotny reminded everyone about District Conference April 24-26 and also said that the 2027 Rotary 
International Convention has been changed from Dubai to Barcelona.  One of our members (Keith Thomas) is 
already planning to attend. 
 
Tom Martin announced that their guests, NaJean LeProux and Claude Leproux, at the Gold Raffle “won” the 
dinner at Jack Woodcock’s home and that he and Donna  and his two daughters and their spouses are all going! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Fred Fukumoto was welcomed back after a prolonged absence.  He said that he and Gwen had been abroad 
visiting 5 countries; France (while in Paris they visited the restored Notre Dame Cathedral which is now complete 
after the devastating fire and is amazing day and night), Madeira, Canary Islands, Morocco, Gibraltar, Spain 
(Seville), Portugal (Lisbon). 
 
Cynthia Hamada and Justin Hamada were recognized as honorary members who are still involved with the 
chess club at the Windmill Library. 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Fred Fukumoto presented Pres. Rebecca with two beautiful bracelets that he brought home from the Canary 
Islands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://dacdb.com/SecLogin3.cfm
https://www.district5300.org/district-conference-2026/
https://my.rotary.org/en/barcelona-spain-selected-host-2027-rotary-convention?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_profile=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED
https://my.rotary.org/en/barcelona-spain-selected-host-2027-rotary-convention?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_profile=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED
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Keith Thomas said that he and Sherrie spent the weekend at their home in Toquerville, Utah, and since the 
County Fair was on and since there was a grand opening at a new truck stop in Toquerville, that he was able to 
acquire some very valuable SWAG.  You will notice that the poster is personally addressed to Pres. Rebecca.  
The young lady in the poster was there in person autographing them and was kind enough to inscribe it as 
follows:  “4/11/26…Rebecca, the best Southwest Rotary Club President ever…Samantha Kumiko”.  He also 
presented her with a very special “bead” necklace as it was the very necklace worn by the winner (who shall 
remain nameless) of the bead contest at the Gold Raffle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lori Clarke said that when her dad, Gib Oswald, passed away recently, he left a lot of Rotary memorabilia.  
Lori gifted two of those items to Pres. Rebecca.  One is a cowboy belt buckle inscribed on the front “Rotary 
International-Las Vegas Nevada 1996) and on the back “Limited edition #4” The other is a Paul Harris lapel pin. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=samantha+kumiko&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1198US1198&oq=Samantha+Kumiko&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgBEAAYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyCAgGEAAYFhgeMggIBxAAGBYYHjIICAgQABgWGB4yCggJEAAYChgWGB7SAQgzOTk5ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be 
found here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff - _(hmmmm…today’s joke was all about lactation, a reluctant baby, and train stops from Washington to 
Baltimore and probably should be googled for the punch line.) 
 
Tom Martin – Paddy and Mick are drunk in a graveyard. Paddy starts reading the gravestones. "Mick" he says, "Would 
you look at this, a feller here who was 90 when he died!" "Who's that?" says Mick. "Somebody called O'Toole from 
Kerry," he replies. Mick says, "Never mind him, there's a feller here called Murphy, was 99 when he died! From 
Castletown of all places!  "Well, that’s nothing!" says Paddy.  "What about what written on this feller's stone, here right 
beside the gate!"  "The stone says 147!" "147? that’s amazing!" says Mick. "Who was he?" "Well according to the stone, 
its somebody called Miles from Dublin..." 
 
Bruce Pope - A New York lawyer, not paying attention to the road and busy on his phone, drives straight through a stop 
sign. An Alabama deputy sheriff sees it, gives chase, and pulls him over. The lawyer, thinking he’s far smarter than the 
deputy — after all, he’s a big-shot attorney from New York City — decides to have a little fun at the deputy’s expense. 
The deputy walks up and says, “License and registration, please, sir.” “What for?” the lawyer asks. “You didn’t come to a 
complete stop at that stop sign.” “But officer,” the lawyer replies, “I slowed down and looked. No one was coming.” 
“You didn’t come to a complete stop,” the deputy repeats. “License and registration, please.” “Come on,” the lawyer says. 
“What’s the difference?” “The difference,” says the deputy, “is that the law requires a complete stop. License and 
registration, please.” The lawyer smiles smugly. “I’ll make you a deal. If you can show me the legal difference between 
slowing down and stopping, I’ll give you my license and registration and take the ticket. If you can’t, you let me go.” 
The deputy thinks for a moment and says, “That sounds fair. Please step out of the vehicle, sir.” The lawyer steps out. 
The deputy pulls out his nightstick and starts whacking the lawyer while calmly asking, “Now… do you want me to 
stop… or just slow down? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bruce MacKenzie was today’s winner. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is a repeat because it took a few weeks for 
someone to identify everyone:  L-R; Tola Chin, Randy 
Capurro, Jerry Lewis (receiving a Paul Harris Fellow), Bill 
Hartman, Chris Publow.  We will have to ask Chris how 
this all came about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Eric Colvin introduced today’s speaker Jon Ralston.  Jon recently 
completed a book about the life of the late Senator Harry Reid.  The book, 
“The Game Changer: How Harry Reid Remade the Rules and Showed 
Democrats How to Fight” was published by Simon & Schuster and is 
available just about everywhere. 
 
Here is an introduction from Publishers Weekly: “Former Senate majority 
leader Harry Reid was a ruthless political operator who embodied the 
Democratic Party’s journey leftward, according to this incisive debut 
biography. Journalist Ralston recaps Reid’s Dickensian boyhood in 
Searchlight, Nev., where he grew up in a shack made of railroad ties and 
chicken wire. A law career and rise in local politics ensued, including a 
dramatic stint as chairman of the Nevada Gaming Commission, where he 
wrangled with a mobbed-up casino industry. (He helped the FBI nail a 
corrupt slot-machine impresario—“You tried to bribe me, you son of a 
bitch,” he yelled while choking the perp—after which his wife found a bomb 
in their car.) Reid’s reign as Majority Leader, from 2007 to 2015 was marked 
by assiduous relationship-building, occasional smear campaigns—he falsely told reporters that Mitt Romney had 
not paid taxes for 10 years—and canny horse trading. Reid often put power over principle, Ralston observes, as 
when he pushed to weaken the filibuster in 2013 after opposing that measure when Republicans proposed it. 
Reid’s evolving policy stances reflect the Democrats’ shift leftward, Ralston argues, noting that, early on, Reid 
supported a right-to-life amendment, opposed measures protecting gay people from discrimination, and even 
proposed abolishing birthright citizenship. Ralston paints Reid as, above all, wryly self-aware of his own 
willingness to bend his principles to make progress. It’s an insightful, entertaining portrait.” 
 

Jon has been covering politics in Nevada for more than 30 years. His blog, 
Ralston Reports, was founded in 2012 and now lives on The Nevada 
Independent website. Jon wrote for the Las Vegas Review-Journal for 15 
years, the last seven as a freelance columnist. In 1999, Greenspun Media 
Group purchased his political newsletter, The Ralston Report, and hired him 
as a columnist for the Las Vegas Sun where his byline appeared until 
September 2012. He was also a columnist for the Reno Gazette-Journal from 
January 2015 until November 2016, when he left to start The Indy. 
 
Over the years, Jon has hosted several TV programs, including "Ralston 
Live" on Vegas PBS and "Ralston Reports" on KSNV News 3. He also 
writes and publishes a Nevada-centric email newsletter called "Flash" that 
frames the political agenda for the day, breaks news and offers analysis and 
snark. In 2012, Politico named Jon one of the Top 50 "Politicos to Watch." 
He frequently appears on MSNBC, FOX News, and PBS, and he has also 
appeared on NBC's long-running "Meet the Press." 
 

 
Jon’s many press awards include: 
Nevada Press Association - Best Local Column (2017 & 2018) 
Nevada Press Association - Best Non-Staff Columnist (2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2015) 
Associated Press News Executive Council award for best local column (2009) 
Best Columnist of the Year (1991 & 1992) 
Nevada Press Association - Outstanding Young Journalist of the Year (1986) 
 

https://thenevadaindependent.com/author/jon-ralston
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Jon is originally from Buffalo, New York. He has a B.A. in English from 
Cornell University and a M.A. in journalism from University of Michigan. 
He came to Las Vegas in 1984 as the night police reporter for the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal, later covering general assignment and county 
government before becoming a political reporter in 1986. He has a son, 
Jake. Jon loves movies and movie trivia and aspires to one day be The 
Nevada Independent's film critic, if they'll let him. 
 
Jon is a frequent speaker at our club and is always informative and 
entertaining.  Once again, we ran out of time for questions and look 
forward to having him back again in the future. 
 
Thanks, Jon!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
 
1 gram Ryan Breen 
1 gram Chris Drake 
1/10 oz. Frank Abbott 
1/4 oz. Jack Woodcock 
1/4 oz. Chris Publow 
1/2 oz. Chris Drake 
1 oz. Frank Abbott 
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