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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

3/30/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Paul Gustilo 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook  

page  
 
Pres. Rebecca began the meeting by reminding everyone that we are DARK next 
Monday, 4/6, and that Gold Raffle (see announcements) will be on 4/9.  She also said 
that today’s meeting would essentially be done in reverse order and began with 
introductions.   Loyal Rotarian Keith Thomas piped up and asked if things are being 
done backwards today and was advised that he was going to be fined $100 for failing to 
listen to Pres. Rebecca’s introduction.  He piped down. 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Mike Peterson from the Green Valley Rotary Club visited us today to promote their 
“KenDUCKy Derby” fundraiser (details in the flyer below).  He is a financial adviser 
with Ameriprise Financial.  He joined Rotary almost 20 years ago and is a past president 
of his club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8xNT2USTfvuaNnku8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.ameriprise.com/mike.peterson
https://www.greenvalleyrotary.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
 
Jessie Baldwin joined us today accompanying our speaker, Wendi Cross.  Jessie is the 
daughter of Chris and Lali Publow and attended her first Southwest Rotary meeting 42 
years ago when she was 8 years old (for all you math majors out there, that makes her 29 
years old!)      She is a Paul Harris Fellow and visits our club frequently with her dad.  
She has been involved for many years with the organization that is the subject of our 
program today. We always love to have club members’ progeny present.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jade Norris, MD (“Dr. Jade”) visited us today as a guest of Jeanne Willett.  Dr. 
Jade is a board-certified Family Medicine Physician and the Founder and Medical 
Director of NSPIRE Primary Care, a membership-based primary care practice in her 
hometown, Las Vegas. NSPIRE Primary Care is a concierge-style membership medical 
practice, also known as Direct Primary Care (or DPC) which provides accessible, 
affordable, and personalized healthcare for individuals, families, and businesses—
designed around your time and your health. She will be our program in the weeks to 
come to tell us all about her practice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.meadowslv.com/leadership
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Braunwyn Delco joined us today as a guest of Daniel Mitchell.  She recently moved to Las Vegas from 
Houston, Tx after a long-time career as a health care administrator/CEO and is currently an agent with New 
York Life.  Welcome, Braunwyn, we are happy to meet you and hope to see you again. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
David Tucker, a former 6-year Rotarian from the Cosmopolitan Rotary Club in Austin, Texas visited us again 
today (he visited us earlier on 3/2/26).  He recently moved to Las Vegas and is visiting various Rotary Clubs 
here in town.  He is a financial advisor for Field Financial Strategies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/braunwyn-delco-2a6a8762/
https://austincrc.org/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jeanne Willett announced that the date of the Gold Raffle/MONTE CARLO NIGHT is 4/9.  It will be held at the 
Italian American Club.  Flyers (copy attached and found here) were provided to each table. She stressed the 
importance of selling our gold raffle tickets and then requesting more when those have been sold. She went on to 
request assistance from all members to either donate bottles of wine, prizes for the Prize Wheel, or even cash 
donations to purchase prizes for the prize wheel.  Our Gold Raffle began in 1978 when Fred Kennedy was 
president. 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the Sunbrook Golf Course in St. 
George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you 
are interested. Also in the red book is a course play book and information about the course.  There are already about a 
dozen people who have expressed interest. Tom made it known that we would be able allowed to cancel within the last 
week before the event. 
 
Paul Gustilo said that we will be having a Happy Project in May, which will be the final HF project for this 
school year. 
 
PDG Tom Novotny announced that one of the many benefits of Rotary membership is plentiful leadership 
development opportunities that will benefit you in your professional, personal and Rotary lives. Rotary 
Leadership Institute (RLI) is one such opportunity to develop leadership skills and learn more about how Rotary 
operates at the local, District and International levels. The southern Nevada RLI is coming up! 
Date: April 4th. 
Time: 8am to 4pm. 
Location: Mosaic Church, 9220 Manhattan Rd. (215 and Pecos SW Corner), Henderson 
Cost: $45 includes learning materials, lunch and snacks. 
Facilitators: We have an all-star lineup of facilitators including current and past club presidents and District 
Governors. 
This is a great opportunity to meet Rotarians from other clubs and really enjoy a fun day of learning and 
fellowship. 
You must register to reserve your spot! 

 Register NOW for Rotary Leadership Institute Nevada - Part I and II- 5300 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today except for the exorbitantly punitive fine assessed earlier in the meeting to the impoverished Keith 
Thomas who was furiously writing down notes for the newsletter and apparently missed the sotto voce 
announcement that the meeting was being run in reverse order contrary to the established order set in place many 
moons ago and considered sacrosanct by all Rotarians around the world, nay, even the universe and beyond, and .  
the fine apparently is going to stand so Keith is going to have to forego buying a birthday present for Sherrie on 
her upcoming birthday as he had been saving his nickels and dimes since her last birthday just so he could buy her 
something nice for a change…sadly, it is not to be. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/gold-raffle.pdf
https://rotaryleadershipinstitute.org/about-the-program/
https://rotaryleadershipinstitute.org/about-the-program/
https://www.dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77887321
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77887321&UserID=800261335
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Paul Gustilo said that he and Nancy just returned from a 3-week vacation, the first time he has ever taken such a 
long vacation.  He said they spent 5 days in Tokyo and the rest of the time in the Philippines.  He brought home a 
puka shell necklace from one of the beaches they visited. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be 
found here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – A guy goes to the supermarket and notices an attractive woman waving at him. She says hello. He's 
rather taken aback because he can't place where he knows her from. So, he says, 'Do you know me?' To which she replies, 
'I think you're the father of one of my kids.'  Now his mind travels back to the only time he has ever been unfaithful to his 
wife and says, “Did you used to be a stripper???' She looks into his eyes and says calmly, 'No, I'm your son's English 
teacher.' 
 
Tom Martin – The Boston Symphony was performing Beethoven’s Ninth...In the piece, there’s about a 20 min long 
passage during which the double basses have nothing to do. Rather than sit around the whole time looking stupid, some 
bassists decided to sneak offstage and go to the tavern next door for a quick drink. After slamming several beers in quick 
succession (as double bassists are prone to do), one of them looked at his watch, “Hey! We need to get back!” 
“No need to panic,” said a fellow bassist. “I thought we might need some extra time, so I tied the last few pages of the 
conductor’s score together with string. I’ll take him a few minutes to get it untangled.” A few minutes later they staggered 
back to the concert hall and took their places in the orchestra. About this time, a member of the audience noticed the 
conductor seemed a bit edgy and said as much to her date. “Well, of course,” said her date. “Don’t you see? It’s the 
bottom of the Ninth, the score is tied, and the bassists are loaded.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Tom Martin was today’s winner. 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is a repeat but we have some newer members that probably haven’t seen it and will be repeated each week 
until at least one person can identify the people in the picture and the occasion.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 

Chris Publow introduced his 
daughter, Jessie Publow, who then 
introduced Wendi Cross, who then 
presented today’s program.   
 
The very first day Rick and Wendi 
Cross, who live in Sacramento, CA, 
stepped foot in Africa in 2009, their 
hearts opened wide with the desire to 
grow their family through adoption. 
 
Having four biological children prior 
to their first mission trip, they had 
thought their family was complete. 
God had other plans, and those plans 
were far greater than they had dreamt 
or imagined. 
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An international adoption from Ethiopia, short-term mission trip to 
Uganda and many years of growing relationships overseas, Rick 
and Wendi founded xHope, Inc. (xHope Missions). They became 
board members of a children’s home in Uganda known as 
Redeemer House and ultimately were able to bring Redeemer 
House under the umbrella of xHope to rebuild/restructure. Rick and 
Wendi found the Ugandan culture to be filled with the most loving, 
hard-working resilient families in the villages. 
 
These families were not only willing, but they felt called to care for 
the orphans. We learned these families were willing to say YES if 
only they could be empowered and supported.  
With this knowledge we launched our education program. By 
partnering with the Ugandan government, supporting family 
reunification, and offering educational support, we have changed 
our model of orphan care to rescue, rehabilitate and reunify.  
 
Although the international mission work was the heartbeat of their 
non-profit to start, things expanded when they got a call to adopt 
locally. Born out of the experience of kinship adoption through 
Sacramento County CPS, they quickly realized that families in their 
own community also needed support with reunification. Placing 
children with family meant the family needed support. 
 
BUILD 
We build businesses and schools in Uganda that help feed, educate, employ, and reunite children with willing 
family members. Our school helps relieve financial burdens, provides 
education. 
 
SUPPORT 
We partner with local and international foster agencies, churches, families, 
and school districts to advocate and provide services and resources for 
foster children in need as they wait for their support.  We also meet the 
immediate needs of unsheltered children, low-income families, and aging 
out youth. 
 
UNITE 
Reunification is our ultimate goal.  In Uganda, we help match children 
with willing family members and provide sponsorships to help relieve the 
financial burden. We rescue the orphan, rehabilitate the child and family, 
and reunify the child. Locally we help ease the adoption process with kits 
and resources for new families. 
 
Our Southwest Rotary Club board of directors has approved a grant to the 
organization. 
 
A copy of Wendi’s slide deck can be accessed online here which includes a video about the sports complex they 
are working on now. 
 
Thanks so much for the great presentation and we look forward to Chris’ report when he returns from his onsite 
trip coming up soon. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHEa72RSTw/n6cvzsdqS-w0grJvcnE4LA/edit?utm_content=DAHEa72RSTw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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