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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

3/23/26 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Keith Thomas 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Justin Hamada 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook  

page  
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Tina Kern was in attendance today.  She is a member of the Las Vegas Rotary Club and 
was visiting in her capacity as Assistant District Governor for our club.  It’s always 
good to have Tina visit.  She encouraged participation in the Rotary Leadership Institute 
training coming up on April 4th.  More details here.  She also put in a plug for District 
Conference and said there are going to be three “hands on” service projects relating to 
human trafficking, water issues, and food.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZXb72jfXihw1Q6EeA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://rotaryleadershipinstitute.org/
https://www.district5300.org/rotary-leadership-institute-rli/
https://www.district5300.org/district-conference-2026/
https://www.district5300.org/district-conference-2026/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
     

Camilla Solea Rae, Ph.D joined us today as a guest of Dan Mitchell.  Originally from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, she has lived in Las Vegas for many years. She publishes Red Rock 
City Lifestyle and South Vegas City Lifestyle, two luxury community magazines serving 
the western part of town.  Prior to moving to Las Vegas, she was a Rotarian in Sao Paolo 
and comes from a Rotarian family.  Her father was a Rotarian.  She was a Rotary 
Exchange student in Montgomery, Alabama, and one of her brothers was an Exchange 
student in Alaska, and another brother was an exchange student in Australia.  Welcome, 
Camilla, we hope you visit again.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jeanne Willett announced that the date of the Gold Raffle/MONTE CARLO NIGHT is 
4/9.  It will be held at the Italian American Club.  Flyers (copy attached and found here) 
were provided to each table. She stressed the importance of selling our gold raffle tickets 
and then requesting more when those have been sold. She went on to request assistance 
from all members to either donate bottles of wine, prizes for the Prize Wheel, or even 
cash donations to purchase prizes for the prize wheel.  Our Gold Raffle began in 1978 
when Fred Kennedy was president. 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is 
in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. Also in the red book is a 
course play book and information about the course.  There are already about a dozen people 
who have expressed interest. Tom made it known that we would be able allowed to cancel 
within the last week before the event. 

 
Cynthia Hamada announced that she and Justin are still involved with the chess club at the Windmill library 
and recently marked two years volunteering there.  She also led the club in singing “Happy Birthday” to Bruce 
MacKenzie who was celebrating his 29th birthday today.   
 

 

https://citylifestyle.com/redrock
https://citylifestyle.com/redrock
https://citylifestyle.com/southvegas
https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/gold-raffle.pdf
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Scott Baranoff updated the club on our international water project in Manila and said that their club president 
will be visiting soon and will make a presentation about the program. He also said that their club has made him an 
honorary member. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Keith Thomas was asked about the “clock” status and also about his recent trip.  He said the clock is on hold 
inasmuch as the City of Las Vegas decided to back out.  Discussions have been started with the County.  As to his 
trip, he said they went to San Jose to the Cinequest Film Festival where his daughter Rebecca’s latest film, 
Wardriver, was debuting.  She is currently in New York filming another one.   
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Amber Fuhriman said that she and Shaun were in Savannah, Georgia, for business and in their free time 
visited the Cathedral Basilica, the “Sistine Chapel of the South”.  She brought a brochure and a holiday 
ornament.  While there they ran into a ‘Rotary Clock” and sent pictures (see attached). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cinequest.org/
https://tickets.cinequest.org/websales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=594258%7Ea12ee803-7eae-437e-8208-1c4d52da2020&epguid=330ab4d6-45cd-4e3a-a87e-02c739b12dbb&
https://savannahcathedral.org/
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Shaun Ochsner said that they also visited the American Prohibition Museum where he picked up a little 
jug. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bruce MacKenzie said he made a quick trip to San Diego.  Although he used to live there years ago, he 
hadn’t been back in 13 years and was amazed at the new airport terminal.  He brought back a pin from the 
airport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeanne Willett said that she and Scott celebrated their 1st anniversary with a trip to Arizona and a ride on 
the Verde Canyon Railroad.  They also visited a Skull Museum in Jerome, AZ.  They topped off the trip 
with a visit to Keepers of the Wild Nature Park in Valentine, AZ.  She gifted Pres. Rebecca with a couple 
of pins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 

https://www.americanprohibitionmuseum.com/
https://verdecanyonrr.com/
https://theskullatorium.com/
https://www.keepersofthewild.org/
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2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be 
found here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – An elderly lady of 80 comes to the pharmacy with a prescription.  The pharmacist asks her “Is the 
prescription for you?”, “Yes” “You know that it’s a prescription for birth control pills?  They won’t do anything for you.”  
“Oh, yes, they make me sleep peacefully.”  “How so?”  “I take one pill every morning, crush it, and dissolve it in my 16-
year-old granddaughter’s glass of juice.  That’s how I sleep peacefully!” 
 
Tom Martin – A food critic visits a local restaurant to review its food for the town magazine.  The owner welcomes him 
and shows him to the table.  The food is presented to him and after a while, the critic calls the owner to say that there is 
something missing in his bowl of soup.  The owner asks whether it is too spicy or sweet or salty.  When the food critic 
says no, the owner decides to taste the souple himself but he can’t find the spoon.  “Yeah,” says the critic, “this’s what is 
missing.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Dan Mitchell was today’s winner. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is a repeat but we have some newer members that probably haven’t seen it.  Kudos and credits (?) to those 
who can identify the people in the picture and the occasion. 

 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf


6 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was introduced by Karl Maisner: “Good afternoon, everyone. I am 
proud to introduce today’s speakers: my wife, Rachelle, whom most of you know, and 
our friend, Chris Solomon. 
 
By day, Rachelle serves as Group Director of Marketing Effectiveness & Intelligence 
at VML, and Chris serves as Nevada State Director of Rise. 
 
Outside of work, Rachelle keeps busy as a second-degree black belt in Taekwondo and 
she takes part in several costuming and fandom groups, including Ghostbusters, the 
Star Wars Saber Guild, and of course, Star Trek. 
 
Chris can most likely be found singing his heart out at any number of local karaoke 
hotspots around town. 
 

Today, Rachelle and Chris are 
here to share what keeps them 
inspired: the nationwide Star Trek 
organization, known as the Fleet. 
  
Please join me in welcoming 
Commodore Rachelle Maisner 
and Captain Chris Solomon of the 
USS Windrunner.” 
 
Rachelle and Chris presented an 
interesting program and we 
appreciated learning about the 
costuming, fandom, and charity 
aspects of their organization. The 
USS Windrunner is a fan and 
cosplay group based in Las Vegas, 
NV and is a member chapter 
of THE FLEET: A Star Trek 
Costuming Fan Group. 
 
THE FLEET is an international 
Star Trek fandom organization 

based in Southern California. As a member of THE FLEET, the USS Windrunner 
looks to be an example of IDIC: Infinite Diversity, Infinite Combinations. 
 
A copy of their presentation is attached to the newsletter. 
 
Thanks so much, Rachelle and Chris, for your thoughtful t-shirt gift to Pres. 
Rebecca and for a very interesting program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://risefree.org/rise-team-bios/chris-solomon/
https://risefree.org/
https://usswindrunner.com/
http://www.startrekthefleet.com/
http://www.startrekthefleet.com/
http://www.startrekthefleet.com/
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CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  



















The Cathedra B 





USS WINDRUNNER
A Las Vegas Star Trek Costuming & Fan Group

Commodore Rachelle Maisner
Commanding Officer

Captain Christian Solomon
Executive Officer



Star Trek was an attempt to say that humanity will reach 
maturity and wisdom on the day that it begins not just to 
tolerate but take a special delight in differences in ideas and 
differences in life forms. 

If we cannot learn to actually enjoy those small differences, to 
take a positive delight in those small differences between our 
own kind, here on this planet, then we do not deserve to go 
out into space and meet the diversity that is almost certainly 
out there.

- Gene Roddenberry





Each chapter of THE 
FLEET is organized as 
a “Ship”

Our ship, the USS Windrunner, is an Odessey-
class starship set in the 2380’s. It is the same 
class ship as the Enterprise NCC-1701-F which 
made a brief appearance in the third season 
of Star Trek: Picard

As a costuming fan group, each Ship also has 
an official uniform. Ours is based on the 
Picard Era “Evacuation” uniform, also known 
as the “Picard Flashback”

USS WINDRUNNRER NCC – 72020

“DRIVEN BY PROGRESS & PURPOSE”



Alpha Prime: Southern CA
USS SUNAKO
USS ARTESIA
USS ARROYO
USS ORACLE
USS EDMONDS
USS QUEST
USS FALCON CREST
USS OCUSA
USS ASTRAEUS

Deep Space 51: Las Vegas
USS WINDRUNNER
USS HYPERION
USS LUCILLE

Pacific Station: CA Bay Area
USS SEQUOIA
USS CRUSADER

Rainier Station: Washington State
USS SALISH

Arlington Station: Maryland
USS MONOCACY
USS ELEUTHERIA

Crossroads Station: Indiana
USS DAVID WOLF



Each Ship in THE FLEET is led by a Commanding Officer and their 
Senior Officer Staff

Rank is granted to crewmembers based on participation, awarded 
by the Commanding Officer of their home Ship, up to Commander

Commanding Officers report into THE FLEET leadership consisting 
of the Fleet Admirals and Station mentoring staff (Commodore and 
above)



COSTUMING FANDOM CHARITY

Making crew appearances at 
events in standard Starfleet 

uniforms and other characters 
from the Star Trek universe

Hosting fun social events for 
fellow Starfleet personnel and 

Federation supporters to connect, 
support, and have fun!

Active volunteering and 
fundraising for our community 

partners, embracing IDIC and a 
forward-thinking humanitarian 

vision for the future



Enlist in THE FLEET!
• No membership fees

• Volunteer-led

• Costumes not required

• Friendship & community



COSTUMING



COSTUMING

USS Artesia USS Oracle



COSTUMING

Nichelle Nichols Farewell Celebration – LA Comic Con 2021



COSTUMING

2025 STLV – Aliens from Farpoint 2024 STLV – Starfleet Bounty Hunter



FANDOM

Monthly Coffee Meetup – First Sundays at Lemon Tree Café
Buffalo and 215  @ 10:15 am



Star Trek Watch Parties!

FANDOM



FANDOM

Events at Fandom Bar – Downtown Las Vegas 



FANDOM

USS WINDRUNNER RUCK CLUB



FANDOM

THE FLEET 10th Anniversary 2024
VIP Guests: Armin Shimerman, John Billingsley, Bonnie Gordon



FANDOM

Promoting Ensign Kim (Garret Wang, Star Trek Voyager) – STLV 2025



Space Shuttle Alice – STLV 2022

FANDOM



CHARITY

Goodie Two Shoes Foundation “Heart n Sole”



CHARITY

American Cancer Society – Construction vs Cancer



CHARITY

Just One Project



CHARITY

National Parks Service Volunteering



CHARITY

Pop Culture Hero Coalition



UPCOMING EVENTS

Monthly Coffee Meetups – First Sunday of the Month at Lemon 
Tree Café (dark for April)

April 3: Valley of Fire Group Camp & Filming Location Hike
April 11: FIRST Nevada Regional Robotics Competition 
May 2: Las Vegas Science & Tech Festival
August 5-9: STLV 60th Anniversary Trek To Vegas
September 26: ACS Relay for Life
 
TBA: “Science Behind the Sci-fi”



THANK YOU ROTARY!
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