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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

3/16/26 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Pres. Rebecca 

 Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here.  
Mic duty: Jeanne Willett 

 Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is posted each 
 week on our website and on our Facebook  

page.)      Thanks so much to Pres. Rebecca 
for taking notes in my absence.    

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None. 
 
 
 

GUESTS 
     

None. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Rebecca began the announcements by mentioning that both Toni Kern and Tom 
Novotny were not in attendance and was hoping that they would both update us all on 
the upcoming Multi- District Conference at the brand-new Gaylord Pacific Resort, at the 
end of April. It seems Tom was stranded at an airport in Chicago and unable to get back 
home yesterday with his son and grandson. 
 
Pres. Rebecca reminded everyone that the monthly Board Meeting was postponed to 
next Monday. 
 
Pres. Rebecca announced that the date of the Gold Raffle/MONTE CARLO NIGHT is 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tNwDjaP6Ud6SV5ZQ6
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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4/9.  It will be held at the Italian American Club.  Pres. Rebecca turned the microphone 
over to Jeanne Willett for an in- depth update. Flyers (copy attached and found here) 
were provided to each table. She first began by asking everyone what their motivation 
was for attending Rotary. She then reminded everyone that the projects and programs 
that we’ve managed for so many years, are funded by the monies that we raise at the 
Annual Gold Raffle event. She stressed the importance of selling our gold raffle tickets 
and then requesting more when those have been sold. Jeannie mentioned she picked 
additional tickets just this morning. She went on to request assistance from all members 
to either donate bottles of wine, prizes for the Prize Wheel, or even cash donations to 
purchase prizes for the prize wheel. 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is 
in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. Also in the red book is a 
course play book and information about the course.  There are already about a dozen people 
who have expressed interest. Tom made it known that we would be able allowed to cancel 
within the last week before the event. It also seems that the multi district conference in April is 
scheduled for the very same weekend as our Club’s Golf weekend.  
 
Pres. Rebecca recommended that those that are not planning to attend the multi district 
conference should definitely be signing up for the golf event. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie updated us on the possibility of a potential member who called from 
Fairview California, by the name of Simon. He is interested in joining a Rotary Club now that 
he and his wife have moved to Las Vegas. 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Surprisingly, there were no gifts for the President today and it was suggested that fines 
could perhaps be expected. 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, 
and board meeting dates can be found here. 
 
 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Today's jokes were provided by Tom Martin and Scott Baranoff. Tom’s joke was about a Family Court Custody Case 
and the father’s argument for custody using a Pepsi machine allegory. Scott’s joke was about hiding under a nun’s habit to 
avoid being drafted and discovering the nun’s secret for avoiding the draft.  Details are better left to your imagination (or 
just Google them.)  

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/gold-raffle.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Today's raffles were for the 50/50 cash prize and 1 last tin of Dutch cookies that we received from our visiting Rotarian 
from the Netherlands. Today's winners were Chris Publow who immediately asked for the tin of cookies rather than the 
cash. Our second winner was Ken Cox who was happy to be the receiver of the cash prize today. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is the newsletter from 9/25/00.  Enjoy. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was our Joe Wittenwiler and Greg Mottau who talked about their recent humanitarian trip to Puerto 
Vallarta for our joint Rotary water filter project. A copy of the article submitted for the District 5300 Newsletter by Keith 

Thomas was provided at each table as Keith was 
not able to attend today.  A copy of the article is 
attached and can also be found by clicking here. 
 
They both presented many photos to narrate their 
adventures and there were plenty of questions to 
better understand what their individual experiences 
on this most recent international trip.  
 
Our speakers wrapped up with a few minutes to 
spare. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/20000925-bulletin-9-25-00.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/20260226-article-for-highlighter.pdf




Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

2/26/26 
 
Eight volunteers from the Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest traveled to Puerto 

Vallarta on 2/18/26 to participate in a joint water filter project with the Rotary Club of Puerto 
Vallarta Sur and various other clubs from the United States and Canada.   

After attending Rotary on Thursday and visiting various Rotary projects, we met for 
dinner at the home of one of the PV Rotarians.  After spending Friday whale watching, we spent 
Saturday in  the little village of Costa Dorada where we assembled and distributed 385 water 
filters to families from four impoverished colonies. 

Sunday morning we arose to the sight of many smoke plumes all over the city.  We were 
told to shelter in our hotels as the criminal cartel was actively burning cars, buses, and many 
small businesses,but none closer than two blocks away, apparently in retribution for the capture 
and assasination of the cartel’s leader early Sunday morning. Cars and business were burned all 
around One of our Rotarians even helped put out a fire at his hotel.  About 9:30 that morning we 
were in the porte cochere of the hotel when a cartel member on a motor bike followed by a small 
car full of cartel members came speeding down our street and after realizing it was a dead end, 
sped through the porte cochere the wrong way.  As soon as the motor bike came in sight, all the 
hotel employees, and us, scrambled to find cover. Fortunately they didn’t stop and left the way 
they came.  The cartel was apparently not interested in killing people as no tourists or locals were 
killed or injured. 

Fires continued to burn throughout the day but 
by evening all was calm.  Monday morning was quiet 
with no incidents and the locals were already towing 
away the burned vehicles and cleaning the streets.  By 
Tuesday morning, you couldn’t tell anything had ever 
happened.  Stores and restaurants were open and 
people were out in the streets as usual. 

We returned to Las Vegas on Wednesday with 
little or no problem getting through the PV airport.  All 
in all, another memorable Rotary project is in the 
books! Check our website (www.lvswr.org) in the next 
few days for an album of pictures. 

 
 

http://www.lvswr.org/
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