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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

3/9/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: None assigned. 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas –  (the newsletter is 

posted each week on our website and on 
our Facebook page.)            

    
 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None. 
 
 
 

GUESTS 
 

Blossom Tavares joined us today as a guest of 
Amber Fuhriman.  She is the owner/founder of 
Team Tax Enterprises.  Fun fact about Blossom is 
that she is a volunteer with the Boy Scouts serving 
as chairman of the Neon Trails district.  Welcome, 
Blossom, we hope to see you again. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/gXpxbVzksHGwmage8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Joe Wittenwiler announced that the date of the Gold Raffle is 4/9.  It will be held 
at the Italian American Club.  He reminded everyone of the flyers available on 
each table with the details of the upcoming event, see attached or online 
here. Jeanne is still in need of more wine donations for the Wine Game, as well as 
prize donations for the Roulette Prize Wheel. Pick up your Gold Raffle Tickets 
from Melissa and begin selling to friends and clients in order to fund our $10,000 
in gold to be given away that evening. 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup 
sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. Also in 
the red book is a course play book and information about the course.  There are already 
about a dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
Amber Fuhriman said that the Savannah Bananas baseball team will return to the Las Vegas 
Ballpark for their 2026 World Tour, featuring three games on April 30, May 1, and May 2, 
2026. The Party Animals will take on the Loco Beach Coconuts during this high-energy, 
three-day event in Las Vegas.  Amber has made arrangements to “reserve the pool” and 
tickets are limited so if you would like to go, please contact her as soon as possible. Ticket 
costs are $155 each.  The doors open at 2:30 p.m. and pre-game activities start at 5 and the 
game begins at 7:00 p.m.  It is limited to one hour and Banana Ball rules include no walks, no 
bunting, and fans catching foul balls for outs.  And the best part is the food and beverages 
(non-alcoholic) are free to Amber’s group for the entire evening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Cynthia Hamada updated the club about the chess club at the Windmill Library where Justin helps tutor young kids 
about the ins and outs of chess. 
 

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/gold-raffle.pdf
https://thesavannahbananas.com/
https://thesavannahbananas.com/
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Scott Baranoff was welcomed back from his almost 3-month sojourn in the Philippines where he attended Rotary and 
participated in the water filter project that our club helps sponsor. 
 
Rodney Hammond said that he has been focused on business lately but still had time for Disneyland trips and in fact 
has another trip scheduled in a couple of weeks. 
 
Tom Novotny updated the club about the upcoming 4-District Conference being held April 24 – 26, 2026, at the 
Gaylord Pacific Resort & Convention Center, Chula Vista, California in Chula Vista, CA. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie said that he has been accompanying District Governor Gilda at various club meetings.  He also said 
that our TLC slots are being used by another club since we didn’t come up with anybody. 
 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Scott Baranoff brought back two gifts from the Philippines; one was from Teresa De Guzman, the President 
of the Rotary Club of Makati Desmarinas, and the second was from him. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://unitedforgood2026.com/
https://rcmd3830.org/
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting 
dates can be found here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – During a recent password audit it ws found that a blonde was using the following password; 
“MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoofySacramento”.  When asked why such a long password, she 
said she was told that it had to be at least 8 characters long and include at least one capital. 
 
Scott Branoff – A boss approaches his four employees and tells them he has to fire one of them.  The black 
employee replies, “I’m a protected minority.” The female employee replies, “And I’m a woman.” The oldest 
employee says, “Fire me, buster, and I’ll hit you with an age discrimination suit.”  Everyone turns to look at the 
young white guy.  He thinks for a moment then says, “I think I might be gay…” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Shaun Ocshner was our winner today. 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Here is our BFTP from last week.  The question was “Can you guess the year, the people in the picture 
and what the occasion was???”  The answer is September 2003, and the people are l-r, Fred Fukumoto, 
Karen Strawn, and Susan Crowe (wife of longtime Southwest Rotarian Gary Crowe) and the occasion was 
“Back to School Shopping”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was our own Duncan Lee who traveled recently to Antarctica.  Click here to see pictures from 
his trip. Pres. Rebecca introduced him with a lengthy and very distinguished bio which is attached below. 
 
Thanks so much for your very interesting presentation on a continent very few every get to see. 

 

 
 
 

Duncan R. Lee is the President of RDL Investments and a 
seasoned real estate investor whose portfolio has included 
residential, office, industrial, and resort properties across 
Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Southeast Asia. 

Before establishing RDL Investments more than 35 
years ago, Duncan held positions in the banking sector, 
where he underwrote several hundred million dollars in 
commercial real estate loans for Bank of America and 
Sanwa Bank. He currently serves on the West Region 
Client Advisory Board of Northern Trust, a premier wealth 
management and private banking institution with over 135 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/JBsQpth3ed1j5bSc6
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years of history. Duncan was also featured in an infomercial 
for The Vanguard Group and participated in their 50th 
anniversary celebration at the closing bell ceremony at the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

 

Duncan immigrated to Los Angeles from Hong Kong at 
the age of seven with limited English skills. Through 
determination and dedication to education, he overcame 
language and cultural barriers to earn both a Bachelor of 
Science and an MBA from the USC Marshall School of 
Business by the age of 24. 

A long-time community leader, Duncan formerly served 
as Chairperson of the Nevada Community Foundation, the 
state's largest community foundation. During his 20 years on 
its Board, the foundation's assets grew from $14 million to 
$250 million. He had also served as Chairperson of the Las 
Vegas Asian Chamber of Commerce PAC and for The 
Council for a Better Nevada—an organization of Nevada's 
most prominent civic leaders dedicated to addressing the 
state's most pressing challenges. Reflecting his ability to 
collaborate across communities and perspectives, Duncan 
has served on transition teams for Nevada governors from 
both major political parties. He served on several blue-ribbon 
panels and boards in education, and for the Asian American 
community. 

Duncan and his wife, Irene, also a graduate of USC 
with an MBA, are dedicated philanthropists with a focus on 
education. They initialed the 4-year scholarship program at 
the UNLV School of Medicine and have been long-time 
supporters of the Clark County School District for over 30 
years. The Lees previously served on the board of The 
Meadows School. 

 
 

Irene Lee was a founding board member of Spread the 
Word Nevada, a children's literacy nonprofit that has 
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celebrated 25 years of service by distributing more than 8 
million books to over 81 elementary schools statewide. She 
has been appointed to the Foundation Board of the College 
of Southern Nevada as well as the Board of Trustees for the 
Utah Symphony & Opera. 

The Lees have been proud residents of Las Vegas for 
over 35 years. They raised their two children in Summerlin 
and now enjoy spending time with their children and 
granddaughters, who live near them in Summerlin. Duncan 
has also been an active member of the Rotary Club of Las 
Vegas West for more than 30 years and has served in many 
leadership roles within the Club. 

 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
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