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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

3/2/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Shaun Ocshner 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas (with thanks to Pres. 

Rebecca for taking notes in his 
absence) – (the newsletter is posted each 
week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.)            

    
 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
David Tucker, a former 6-year Rotarian from the Cosmopolitan Rotary Club in 
Austin, Texas visited us today.  He recently moved to Las Vegas and is visiting 
various Rotary Clubs here in town.  He is a financial advisor for Field Financial 
Strategies. 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1Bbgnqjqo35ERgXKA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://austincrc.org/
https://austincrc.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
 
None Today 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jeanne Radde announced that the date of the Gold Raffle is 4/9.  It will be held at 
the Italian American Club.  She reminded everyone of the flyers available on each 
table with the details of the upcoming event, see attached or online here. She 
reminded everyone that she is still in need of more wine donations for the Wine 
Game, as well as prize donations for the Roulette Prize Wheel. Past President 
Chris Publow had a question about the new prize wheel concept and just how that 
would work. Jeannie shared that one could earn points with each spin and 
accumulate points but that she was also revamping her original plan for the wheel. 
Jeannie let us know that we would have Gold Raffle Tickets next week to begin 
selling to friends and clients in order to fund our $10,000 in gold to be given away 
that evening. 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup 
sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. Also in 
the red book is a course play book and information about the course.  There are already 
about a dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
Amber Fuhriman said that the Savannah Bananas baseball team will return to the Las Vegas 
Ballpark for their 2026 World Tour, featuring three games on April 30, May 1, and May 2, 
2026. The Party Animals will take on the Loco Beach Coconuts during this high-energy, 
three-day event in Las Vegas.  Amber has made arrangements to “reserve the pool” and 
tickets are limited so if you would like to go, please contact her as soon as possible. Ticket 
costs are $155 each.  The doors open at 2:30 p.m. and pre-game activities start at 5 and the 
game begins at 7:00 p.m.  It is limited to one hour and Banana Ball rules include no walks, no 
bunting, and fans catching foul balls for outs.  And the best part is the food and beverages 
(non-alcoholic) are free to Amber’s group for the entire evening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fred Fukumoto said he had a nice visit from former Southwest Rotarian Ted Henderson when Ted dropped by his 
house to drop off three etched bottles of wine for the Gold Raffle. He said Ted is doing well but Nancy is struggling 
with her health and to keep them in your thoughts and prayers. Ted has been a long-time Rotarian and active supporter 
of all things Rotary over the years and we appreciate his continuing contributions to our club projects.  Thanks, Skippy! 

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/gold-raffle.pdf
https://thesavannahbananas.com/
https://thesavannahbananas.com/
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RECOGNITIONS 
 
Keith Thomas was singled out for his continued work on the newsletter and for writing a monthly article for the 
District 5300 newsletter.  Since he had just returned from the International Water Filter Project in Puerto Vallarta, he 
said he wrote about that experience and that the article almost wrote itself due to all the “fun” he and Sherrie, Greg and 
Sandi Mottau, Joe and Taryn Wittenwiler, and Adrienne Cox and Carolyn Klein (Silverstein) had while they were there 
(think “cartel attacks” and “sheltering in place” and burning stores and burning cars and burning buses.).  A copy of the 
article is attached to today’s newsletter and can also be found by clicking here. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Joe Wittenwiler brought home a pair of earrings from Puerto Vallarta. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Amber Fuhriman brought home a “Bananaland” pin from her recent cruise where she met the owner of the 
Savannah Bananas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/20260226-article-for-highlighter.pdf
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Fred Fukumoto said he and Gwen spent five days on Maui with their older daughter.  He brought home a nice 
braided bracelet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau brought home a bracelet from Puerto Vallarta. 
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Duncan Lee traveled recently to Antarctica and paused long enough in Santiago, Chile, to pick up a cool pin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keith Thomas brought home a pair of earrings that he bought in the little village where the water filter 
distribution project was held and as proof, he presented Pres. Rebecca with a certificate of authenticity with 
pictures of the earrings in the store and then in his hands outside the store.  He also presented her with another 
pair of earrings (matching the style of the bracelet that Greg brought – both the earrings and the bracelet were 
purchased at an artisan shop called Tonalli’s. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@20.6027009,-105.2339454,3a,90y,181.66h,97.36t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sJncwct9L4ue84HZZFWQmkA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D-7.3614408417763%26panoid%3DJncwct9L4ue84HZZFWQmkA%26yaw%3D181.66091519788222!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Keith also said that on their last evening there, they met at Andale’s Restaurant (owned by a local Rotarian) 
with the Mottau’s and the Wittenwiler’s for Happy Hour and became aware that Joe and Taryn were 
celebrating their 18th wedding anniversary.  After wishing then a Happy Anniversary, Keith immediately ran out 
to find an appropriate gift.  (Ok, he really didn’t, but apparently later he saw a local store specializing in 
Mexican coffee and knew that Joe liked his coffee as that was his “preferred gift” when he was club president.) 

 

 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Jeanne Willet was our winner today 
 
Charlotte Oude Reimer, our visiting Rotarian last week from the Rotary Club of Hilversum, Netherlands 
left a couple of tins of cookies to be raffled; one this week and one next week.  This week’s tin was won by 
Greg Mottau. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. The 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting 
dates can be found here. 

https://andalesrestaurant.com/en
https://www.rotaryhilversum.nl/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf


7 
 

 
 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – My boss was honest with me today.  He pulled up to work with his sweet new car this morning and I 
complimented him on it.  He replied, “Well, if you work hard, set goals, stay determined and put in long hours, I 
can get an even better one next year.” 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Can you guess the year, the people in the picture and what the occasion was??? 
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PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was our own Chris Publow speaking about Elon Musk and all Tesla things related.  A copy of 
his presentation is attached. 
 
A big thank you to Chris for speaking to us today. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  
 





Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

2/26/26 
 
Eight volunteers from the Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest traveled to Puerto 

Vallarta on 2/18/26 to participate in a joint water filter project with the Rotary Club of Puerto 
Vallarta Sur and various other clubs from the United States and Canada.   

After attending Rotary on Thursday and visiting various Rotary projects, we met for 
dinner at the home of one of the PV Rotarians.  After spending Friday whale watching, we spent 
Saturday in  the little village of Costa Dorada where we assembled and distributed 385 water 
filters to families from four impoverished colonies. 

Sunday morning we arose to the sight of many smoke plumes all over the city.  We were 
told to shelter in our hotels as the criminal cartel was actively burning cars, buses, and many 
small businesses,but none closer than two blocks away, apparently in retribution for the capture 
and assasination of the cartel’s leader early Sunday morning. Cars and business were burned all 
around One of our Rotarians even helped put out a fire at his hotel.  About 9:30 that morning we 
were in the porte cochere of the hotel when a cartel member on a motor bike followed by a small 
car full of cartel members came speeding down our street and after realizing it was a dead end, 
sped through the porte cochere the wrong way.  As soon as the motor bike came in sight, all the 
hotel employees, and us, scrambled to find cover. Fortunately they didn’t stop and left the way 
they came.  The cartel was apparently not interested in killing people as no tourists or locals were 
killed or injured. 

Fires continued to burn throughout the day but 
by evening all was calm.  Monday morning was quiet 
with no incidents and the locals were already towing 
away the burned vehicles and cleaning the streets.  By 
Tuesday morning, you couldn’t tell anything had ever 
happened.  Stores and restaurants were open and 
people were out in the streets as usual. 

We returned to Las Vegas on Wednesday with 
little or no problem getting through the PV airport.  All 
in all, another memorable Rotary project is in the 
books! Check our website (www.lvswr.org) in the next 
few days for an album of pictures. 

 
 

http://www.lvswr.org/
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