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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

2/23/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation and Pledge: Fred Fukumoto 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Bruce Pope 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas (with thanks to Pres. 

Rebecca for taking notes in his 
absence) – (the newsletter is posted each 
week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.) 

 
Pres. Rebecca welcomed everyone to the annual past President's Day luncheon and 
hinted about the very special guest speaker for the day. She then introduced President-
Elect Jeanne Willet, as well as our President-Elect-Elect, Lori Clark.  She then 
introduced Immediate Past President Bruce McKenzie to take over and preside over 
the Past President’s Day program.  

 
Bruce then introduced each Past President in attendance and identified the year that 
they served and allowed them a moment at the mic to share their insights and memories 
of their times as Club President. It was a pleasure to listen and understand the 
evolution, growth and value of our Club over the years, shared by so many engaged 
local business people (kindred spirits). Here are the Past Presidents that were in 
attendance today. Attached to the newsletter is a full list of all Past Presidents 

 
YEAR  NAME                      Order 
1978   Fred Kennedy    14 
1982   Jack Woodcock   18 
1983   Vern Ratzlaff    19 
1990   Kenneth Knauss   27 
1991   Chris Publow    28 
1994   Bruce Pope    31 
1995   Tom Martin III   32 
1996   Joanne Blystone   33 
2006  Eric Colvin   43 
2010  Melissa Copeland Brooks 47 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/LiJXZE9uY5cjRXdLA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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2011            Aric Graham   48 
2016  Rebecca Collett  53 
2017  Ron Reynolds   54 
2018  Karl Maisner   55 
2019  Sean Tanko   56 
2020  Jordana Lane (COVID year) 57 
2021  Jordana Lane   58 
2024  Bruce MacKenzie  61   
 
We also had three current members in attendance who served as president of the 
club where they previously belonged: 
     Tom Novotny      Las Vegas West 
     Ken Cox       Las Vegas West  
     Duncan Lee              Las Vegas West 

    
 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Charlotte Oude Reimer from the Rotary Club of Hilversum, Netherlands attended 
today and exchanged club banners. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rotaryhilversum.nl/
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Jennifer Tuggle, former Rotarian from Boulder City was also in attendance today.  She is a friend of Pres. 
Rebecca and is a frequent visitor to the club and always welcome. She is also currently President of the 
Nevada Federation of Republican Women. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Randy Hertz, Rotarian from the Rotary Club of Nevada, Iowa joined us today accompanied by his wife, Liz Hertz. 
He is CEO of  Hertz Farm Management, a family-owned company started in 1946. Hertz Farm Management 
offers specialized farm management services that cater to landowners who are not directly involved in 
farming.  Their Hertz Real Estate Services team specializes in farmland sales, auctions, acquisitions and 
exchanges. Hertz Appraisal Services offers agricultural valuations. He made sure to let us know the correct 
pronunciation of his home town; it is “Nev-aye-da”.  It was a pleasure to have them in attendance today and 
hope they return in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
GUESTS 
 
None today. 

https://nevadarotary.org/
https://www.hertz.ag/contact/profile/randyhertz
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Lori Clarke brought a portrait of her dad, former Southwest Rotarian and past President (1975-1976) Gib 
Oswald who passed away on February 6, 2026 at the age of 90.  Click here for a link to his obituary or see copy 
of the obit attached.  We will miss his visits to our club, the most recent just a few weeks ago. 
 
Paul Gustilo (via email) announced that on Saturday, February 21 from 10 am - 11 am, we had the opportunity to 
serve meals to our community members at the Catholic Charities facility in North Las Vegas.  We had a great 
time supporting all facets of the event, including serving meals, cleaning tables, scraping plates, taking tickets, 
and handing out drinks (they didn't trust our cooking, but even if they did, it's too many meals to cook!)  It was a 
well-organized event, and it was very rewarding to have the opportunity to serve our community members.  Click 
here for pictures. 

 
Jeanne Radde announced that the date of the Gold Raffle is 4/9.  It will be held at the Italian American 
Club.  She reminded everyone of the flyers available on each table with the details of the upcoming event. 
She also clarified that the flyers would be replaced, as it was noticed that the address for the venue was 
missing a numeric character. She added that everyone knows the Italian American Club and would probably 
have no difficulty finding it – but we will see corrected flyers. She reminded everyone that she is still in 
need of more wine donations for the Wine Game, as well as prize donations for the Roulette Prize Wheel. 
Past President Chris Publow had a question about the new prize wheel concept and just how that would 
work. Jeannie shared that one could earn points with each spin and accumulate points but that she was also 
revamping her original plan for the wheel. Jeannie let us know that we would have Gold Raffle Tickets next 
week to begin selling to friends and clients in order to fund our $10,000 in gold to be given away that 
evening. Bruce Pope explained that we sell tickets for $100 for the chance to win $10,000 in Gold. More 
updates next week 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the Sunbrook Golf Course in 
St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him 
know if you are interested. Also in the red book is a course play book and information about the course.  There 
are already about a dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie (via email) provided an update on the “Pickleball Polio Play” fundraiser.  Our club's donation 
was among the highest in value. The event raised $10,700 gross, netting $3K which becomes $9K after the Gates 
Foundation match for PolioPlus.  Here is a link for continued donations until March 1st.  Click here to see 
pictures from the event. 
 
Bruce Pope updated the club on the condition of former Southwest Rotarian (and past President 1998-1999) 
Dennis Morgan who recently underwent open heart surgery.  They replaced a valve, some veins and “rewired his 
electrical system”.  He is doing fin but will be in rehab for a few weeks and then back home.  Get well soon, 
Dennis! 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
None today. 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/las-vegas-nv/gilbert-oswald-12740302
https://photos.app.goo.gl/dwEvTgD7sNJRRzha9
https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/Donation/Donate.cfm?ID=211344&Embed=NStyle=Cards
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CTMNp4CtnAVCPZb67
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DRAWING 
 
When it came time for the raffle, Pres. Rebecca made several attempts to find a winner for our 50/50 
monies. She was remarkably unsuccessful in finding a winner and so she chose, along with the urging from 
many others, that it would be best to roll over the pot for next week's meeting, as it was time to just give up. 
 

 Our Guest Speaker Lieutenant Governor Stavros Anthony, also provided 3 Vintage Nevada Photo 
Calendars to be raffled. Thankfully, there was quick success choosing the 3 winners:  

Shaun Ochsner 
Tom Novotny,  
And our guest from the Netherlands, Charlotte Reimer. 

 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  In case you would like to start putting dates into your 
2026 calendar, a copy of the 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be found 
here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Bruce Pope then felt the need to add a joke of his own upon seeing that Tom's joke had not fared so well.  
However, the scribe’s notes failed to include the substance of the joke.  Must not have been so good?? 

 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Last week’s BFTP was a picture from about 25 years ago of 
our past president (and current Honorary Rotarian) Joanne 
Blystone with a very special guest seated to her left.  The 
question was whether anybody could guess who it is and 
why she is “special” to Rotary?  Ted Henderson (aka 
“Skippy”) correctly responded that the guest was Sylvia 
Whitlock who holds the distinction of being the first woman 
in Rotary to become president of her club (Duarte, CA). 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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PROGRAM 

Our program today was Stavros Anthony, Lieutenant Governor for the State 
of Nevada. 

He has been a Las Vegas resident for 44 years and has made community 
service and public safety his focus as a Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 
Department officer, a member of the Nevada System of Higher Education 
Board of Regents, as a City of Las Vegas Councilman and now as Nevada 
Lieutenant Governor.  

He began his career with Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department in 1980 
and most recently served the community as a captain overseeing the 
Financial and Property Crimes Bureau of the department. As a captain, he 
spent time in charge of many divisions within Metro including 
Vice/Narcotics, Northeast Area Command and the Transportation Safety 
Bureau. He retired after 29 years of service.  

He graduated with a Bachelor of Science from Wayne State University in 
Detroit, Michigan in 1980. In 1987 he graduated with a Master of Arts from 
the University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), and in 1999 he received his Ph.D. from UNLV. He has also 
attended the University of Louisville Southern Police Institute Administrative Officers Course and the FBI 
National Academy in Quantico, VA.  

He was elected in 2002 to a four-year term as a regent with the Nevada System of Higher Education and 
served a second term. As chairman of the Board of Regents, Anthony led the way in developing a master 
plan, system goals and a value statement.  

In 2009, he was elected to the Las Vegas City Council, representing Ward 4, where he served three terms. 
He also served as Mayor Pro Tem for 7 of those years. In 2014, he was appointed to the Board of 
Commissioners for the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). He also 
served on the board of Goodwill of Southern Nevada, Founders Academy Charter School, and St. John 
Greek Orthodox Church. He received an Exemplary Service 
Award from Metro Police in 2006 and received an Award of 
Excellence in 2002 from the Community College of Southern 
Nevada where he was an adjunct faculty member.  

He was elected as Nevada’s Lieutenant Governor in 2022. 

Married for 44 years, the Anthony's have two daughters who 
are both graduates of the University of Nevada Reno. He enjoys 
golfing in his free time and playing with his grandsons.  

We appreciate our Lt. Gov. for taking time from his busy 
schedule.  Nevada’s politicians are unique in that they have 
remained close to the people of the state and are willing to meet 
and discuss issues of the state even though the crowd might not 
be huge. 

Again, a big thank you to Stavros Anthony for speaking to us 
today. 
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CONCLUSION 

We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca. 
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�x������e[�U�
��������y�z��{|oa|o_�opRZ�q�o�r̀RZ�e� 
����������������� D.��@$&.��F/:�fs$���t$$u#0�9#:;%$$��"& �����		��T�S���������RS��S�����������]��[��	�V���
����S�����S���R�������� D.s�0v��Ef$�G��6$�5�;ẁwr�x����
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