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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

2/9/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Not needed today 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted 

each week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.) 

 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None  
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Hacer Bayot joined us again today as a guest of 
Jeanne Radde.  He is an AVP/Business 
Development Officer for Lexicon Bank and does 
commercial lending.  He has been in banking for 
about ten years and was previously with Nevada 
State bank and Wells Fargo Bank.  Welcome, 
Hacer, we hope you come back and visit soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/mdQtUXE6rW5QV5us5
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://lexiconbank.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Rebecca reminded everyone that we are DARK next Monday for the 
President’s Day Holiday. 
 
Pres. Rebecca also announced that we have the opportunity to help serve a community 
meal at Catholic Charities on Saturday, February 21st, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Sign-
ups can be made now and should be made in advance online at 
https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/swrotary.  If you haven’t registered online 
in advance, you can still register on site the day of, however, it will take a few minutes. 
 
Bruce Mackenie announced Past Presidents Day on 2/23/26 and said our speaker will be 
Nevada Lieutenant Governor Stavros Anthony.  He said he now has a complete contact list 
for all living past presidents.  The only one he isn’t sure about is Bill Stiles, who was our 
3rd president in 1967-1968.  If anyone knows if he is still around or not, please let us know. 
 
 Jeanne Radde announced that the date of the Gold Raffle has been changed from 
3/26 to 4/9.  It will be held at the Italian American Club.  More details to follow. As 
always, we need items donated for the “Spin the Wheel” game.  No live auction this 
year, but still $10,000 in gold (which broke through the $5k/oz level today). 
 

Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the 
Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet 
is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. Also in the red 
book is a course play book and information about the course.  There are already about a 
dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we will soon be meeting with the City of Las Vegas to 
finalize our clock placement in the new City Hall Plaza and to order the clock from Verdin.  
It will be on the southeast corner of the open plaza in front of City Hall. Click here for a 
site map and for some pictures of a recent site visit to City Hall Plaza. We plan to have a 
plaque installed on the clock with the names of those Southwest Rotarians who have 
contributed at least $1,000 to the fundraising effort to fund the clock purchase and 
installation. He has sent everyone an email with list with all the names and has asked 
everyone to review it and if your name is not on the list, but should be, to please contact 
him as soon as possible. He also asked everyone on the list to check the spelling of your 
name(s) shown in the "Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque" column.  If spelling, etc., is 
correct, please reply to the email that he sent. If the spelling, or names, is not correct, please 
reply to the email with the correct spelling, etc. Click here for an online copy of the list (a 
copy is also attached to the newsletter.) The clock is a project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary. Click here for a fundraising letter with more information.  
 

Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to pass out 
the “invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if 
you need more. Anyone bringing in one of these 
cards will have the lunch paid by the club. 

 
 
 
 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the playoffs football including the Super Bowl and since your newsletter editor 
didn’t win one penny, he is not going to include any names of winners out of spite. ������  (Actually, your editor forgot to 
get the names from Eric.) 

https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/swrotary
https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ssd2HVfXzPoHFHFQ8
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/20260209-Clock-Inscription-Spelling-List.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf


3 
 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Today was our annual Valentine’s Day luncheon and there were 4 couples in attendance with a combined 225 years of 
marriage: 
 
Bruce and Beth Pope –         60 years 
Keith and Sherrie Thomas – 56 years 
Fred and Gwen Fukumoto – 55 years (56 in April) 
Greg and Sandi Mottau –      54 years 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
None today. 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Pres. Rebecca was the winner today.  
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  In case you would like to start putting dates into your 
2026 calendar, a copy of the 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be found 
here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – The wife and I took a long, leisurely drive out to the country and pulled over to fill up our car’s gas 
tank and tires…she was surprised to see that the station had a fee to fill the tires and asked me, “Why in the world 
do they charge for AIR?!”  I responded, “Inflation.” 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Last week’s BFTP was a picture from about 25 
years ago of our past president (and current 
Honorary Rotarian) Joanne Blystone with a 
very special guest seated to her left.  The 
question was whether anybody could guess 
who it is and why she is “special” to Rotary?  
Ted Henderson (aka “Skippy”) correctly 
responded that the guest was Sylvia Whitlock 
who holds the distinction of being the first 
woman in Rotary to become president of her 
club (Duarte, CA). 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf


4 
 

 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was our annual Dan Stover Music Contest/Valentine’s Day Luncheon. We had five violinists 
and one cello player; four from Las Vegs Academy and two from Pinecrest Academy. 
 
First place – German Orozco - $200 
Freshman - Las Vegas Academy of the Arts – Cello – Haydn, 3rd Movement concerto in in C Major 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second place – Kaiden Kennedy - $100 
Senior – Pinecrest Academy Sloan Canyon – Violin – Bruch, Violin Concerto No. 1 in G minor, Op 23-3rd 
Movement 
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Third place – Manaka Kinoshita - $100 
Senior – Las Vegas Academy of the Arts – Violin – Barber, Concerto for Violin and Orchestra 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fourth place – Dylan Win - $100 
Senior – Rising Youth Orchestra – Violin – Beach, Romance Op. 23 
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Fifth and Sixth Place – Tie  
 
Mayley Callihan - $75 
Senior – Las Vegas Academy of the Arts – Lalo, Symphonie Espagnole  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       

 
 
April Heinitz - $75 
 Senior – as Vegas Academy of the Arts – Violin, Kabalevsky, Violin Concert in G Major 
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Thanks so much to our judges; Pres. Rebecca, Mac Reynolds, and Harry Reynolds.  Harry praised each of the 
contestants and spoke of the difficulty in determining who should be the winner.  Each of the contestants displayed 
remarkable mastery of their pieces and the presentation was awesome! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  



Verified 
Name(s) 

and 
Spelling

Name Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque

1 Southwest Rotary Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest
2 Frank Abbott FWA
3 Scott Baranoff Scott Lee Baranoff MD 1/19/2026
4 Joanne Blystone Joanne Blystone 1/19/2026
5 Melissa Brooks Marshall and Melissa Brooks
6 Rebecca Collett Gordon and Rebecca Collett 1/27/2026
7 Eric Colvin Eric and Jessica Colvin 2/9/2026
8 Rick Colvin Rick and Gloria Colvin 2/9/2026
9 Bryan Dziedziak Bryan and Caryll Dziedziak 1/20/2026

10 Fred Fukumoto Gwen and Fred Fukumoto 1/27/2026
11 Aric Graham Aric Graham and Family
12 Paul Gustilo Paul and Nancy Gustilo
13 Rodney Hammond Rodney and Melanie Hammond
14 Ted Henderson Phillip Ted Henderson 1/19/2026
15 Jordana Lane Jordana Lane
16 Duncan Lee Irene and Duncan R. Lee 1/19/2026
17 Troy Lochhead Shawn and Troy Lochhead
18 Bruce MacKenzie Bruce and Kimberly MacKenzie 1/27/2026
19 Karl Maisner Karl and Rachelle Maisner 1/26/2026
20 Tom Martin Tom and Donna Martin 1/26/2026
21 Greg Mottau Gregory and Sandra Mottau 1/26/2026
22 Tom Novotny Tom and Robin Novotny
23 Bruce Pope Bruce and Beth Pope 1/27/2027
24 Chris Publow Chris and Lali Publow
25 Ron Reynolds Ron and Tene Reynolds 2/3/2026
26 Sean Tanko Sean and Melissa Tanko
27 Keith Thomas Keith and Sherrie Thomas 1/19/2026
28 Elaine Vinson Elaine Vinson 2/9/2026
29 Joe Wittenwiler Joe and Taryn Wittenwiler  1/26/2026
30 Jack Woodcock Jack and Kathy Woodcock 1/19/2026

Please check the spelling of your name(s) shown below in 
the "Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque" column.  If 

spelling, etc., is correct, please contact Keith Thomas by 
email and let  him know.  If not, please respond by email 

with the correct spelling, etc. 

Southwest Rotary 60th Anniversary 
Commemoration Committee
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