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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

1/26/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation Ron Reynolds  
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Lori Clarke 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted 

each week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.) 

 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Randy Pote, Past District Governor and member of the Las Vegas WON club visited 
us today as he has many times in the past.  It is always good to see him and 
appreciate his service making sure the Rotary Float for the Rose Parade is always a 
great success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7UvhsHzd1y9PAaZDA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Gib Oswald, past Club President (see BFTP below), was in the house today with his 
daughter Lori Clarke. For a 90-year-old, he is looking pretty good.  Thanks for 
coming today! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GUESTS 
 
Theo Maisner joined us today as a guest of his dad, Karl Maisner.  He said today 
was a school teacher staff development day and there was no school so he decided 
to spend the day with his day running errands and helping out at dad’s office. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jeanne Radde announced that the date of the Gold Raffle has been changed from 3/26 to 4/9.  It will be 
held at the Italian American Club.  More details to follow. As always, we need items donated for the “Spin 
the Wheel” game.  No live auction this year, but still $10,000 in gold (which broke through the $5k/oz level 
today). 
 
Randy Pote thanked our club for its continuing support of the Rotary Rose Bowl float.  He also said that he 
was playing “hooky” from his “crossing guard” job today because of the staff development day today.  He 
reminded everyone to slow down when going through school zones and that he was chagrined at the 
number of people that ignore the signs and speed on through despite wearing a bright yellow vest and 
waving a big red stop sign. 
 

Tom Martin thanked everyone that attended Greenspokes on Thursday, 1/15.  There were about 23 in attendance 
including 4 “Greenspokes”.  International Service was the featured topic. The food was terrific (especially the "lil 
smokies"). Click here for pictures. 
 

Tom also announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the Sunbrook Golf Course in St. 
George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if 
you are interested. Also in the red book is a course play book and information about the course.  There are 
already about a dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 

Bruce MacKenzie announced that our next Happy Feet project at Ferron elementary School will be next 
Wednesday, 1/28/26, at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Bruce also announced that we have the opportunity to help serve a community meal at Catholic Charities on 
Saturday, February 21st, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Sign-ups can be made now and should be made in advance 
online at https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/swrotary.  If you haven’t registered online in advance, 
you can still register on site the day of, however, it will take a few minutes. 
 
Bruce also announced Past Presidents Day on 2/23/26 and said our speaker will be Nevada Lieutenant Governor 
Stavros Anthony. 
 
Bruce also announced that BB Cooper, a prospective member sent an email today saying that they are still 
cleaning out the house in Virginia and that they are suffering a pretty cold winter.  Since she sent a picture, your 
newsletter editor and Bruce decided to send one back. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keith Thomas announced that we will soon be meeting with the City of Las Vegas to finalize our clock 
placement in the new City Hall Plaza and to order the clock from Verdin.  It will be on the southeast corner of the 
open plaza in front of City Hall. Click here for a site map and for some pictures of a recent site visit to City Hall 
Plaza. 
 

Keith also said that we plan to have a plaque installed on the clock with the names of those Southwest Rotarians 

https://www.iacvegas.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/pYE3t3GvFj3mzq5p6
https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/swrotary
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ssd2HVfXzPoHFHFQ8
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who have contributed at least $1,000 to the fundraising effort to fund the clock purchase and installation. He has 
sent everyone an email with list with all the names and has asked everyone to review it and if your name is not on 
the list, but should be, to please contact him as soon as possible. He also asked everyone on the list to check the 
spelling of your name(s) shown in the "Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque" column.  If spelling, etc., is correct, 
please reply to the email that he sent. If the spelling, or names, is not correct, please reply to the email with the 
correct spelling, etc. Click here for an online copy of the list (a copy is also attached to the newsletter.) 
 
The clock is a project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary. Click here for a fundraising letter with more 
information.  

 
Eric Colvin (in absentia) announced the winners of last week’s playoff games and yesterday’s playoff games: 
 

Bills-Broncos– Game 7 
Bryan Dziedziak   1st quarter 
Brad Middaugh    2nd quarter 
Bryan Dziedziak    3rd quarter 
Minerva Toller   4th quarter 
 
4ers-Seahawks – Game 8 
Don Ellis    1st quarter 
Mike Klapprich   2nd quarter 
Mike Klapprich   3rd quarter 
Josh Allen    4th quarter 

 
Texans-Patriots – Game 9 
Jeff Middaugh   1st quarter 
John Brayy   2nd quarter 
Mark Petit    3rd quarter 
Rebecca Collett   4th quarter 
 
Rams-Bears– Game 10 
Julie Brutch   1st quarter 
Jeff Middaugh   2nd quarter 
Jeff Middaugh   3rd quarter 
Eric Colvin   4th quarter 

 
Patriots-Broncos– Game 11 
Jack Woodcock   1st quarter 
Joe Wittenwiler, Sr.  2nd quarter 
Jack Woodcock   3rd quarter 
Jack Woodcock   4th quarter 
 
Rams-Seahawks– Game 12 
Joe Wittenwiler, Sr.  1st quarter 
Matt Huntly   2nd quarter 
Rogers & Shumacher  3rd quarter 
Rogers & Shumacher  4th quarter 
 
 

Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to pass out the “invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if you 
need more. Anyone bringing in one of these cards will have the lunch paid by the club. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/20260126-Clock-Inscription-Spelling-List.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf
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RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Joe Wittenwiler said he and Taryn spent a few days on Catalina 
Island where she competed in the Catalina Island 50K!!  He said she 
finished in about 8 hours which gave him sufficient time to take 
naps, explore the island, drink coffee, and generally enjoy the day.  
He did have enough time to shop in the little town of Avalon where 
he found a cute octopus bracelet and a key chain. 
 
And congratulations to Taryn, she finished in 321st place out of 558 
entrants and that includes males and females. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.avalon50.com/
https://ac100.com/live/av50/HTML/Mobile/splits.htm?904SP2
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Tom Novotny said he attended the Garbis Der-Yeghian 36th Annual Peace Conference last Saturday in 
Southern California.  He brought back a “Peace Conference” t-shirt.  He also mentioned that he had taken 
along his basset hound who apparently waited a bit too long to take a “break” and decided to grace the lobby 
with the results of waiting too long. 

  

 
 
Ken Cox recently returned from javelina hunting in southeast Arizona.  He said they were hunting on the 
Lazy B Ranch northwest of Lordsburg where Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor was raised. He 
spent some time in Lordsburg and found a fancy pair of earrings in a trading post. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.district5300.org/peace-conference/
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Keith Thomas said that he and Sherrie visited their daughter in the San Francisco Bay Area last weekend 
and attended a Warriors basketball game and a play.  Keith brought back a refrigerator magnet from the play, 
“The Book of Mormon”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lori Clarke brought a couple of beautiful wood vases that her dad made in his wood working shop.  She said 
Pres. Rebecca could select the one she liked and the other could be placed in a special drawing after our 
regular drawing. Pres. Rebecca selected the tall one and the other was won by Tom Novotny in the special 
drawing. 
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DRAWING 
 
Theo Maisner was the winner today. 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  In case you would like to start putting dates into your 
2026 calendar, a copy of the 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be found 
here. 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – “Today on a drive, I decided to go visit my childhood home.  I asked the people living there if I 
could come inside because I was feeling nostalgic, but they refused and slammed the door in my face.  My parents 
are the worst.” 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is from the 1993 Southwest Rotary 
roster:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was Toni Jackson with Mama's Wranglers, Jackson 
Family Band & Cloggers for over 24 years.   
 
Mama’s Wranglers is a family band that started with “Mama” and her kids 
performing a few small shows around the Salt Lake Valley and grew to 
entertaining audiences across all 50 states, Europe, and Canada. In 2014, they 
did 350 shows out on the road. In 2015, Mama’s Wranglers put down roots in 
Henderson, Nevada and opened the Firelight Barn, a family-friendly dinner 
theater venue. Known for their clogging, yodeling, multi-instrument talent, 
charming humor, and 3-part vocal harmonies, they captivate audiences near 
and far. 
 

Toni also brought along her daughter who 
did some yodeling for us (see the online 
pictures which has a clip of her yodeling. 
Their FIRELIGHT BARN DINNER 
THEATER is located at 546 S. Boulder 
Hwy., Henderson, Nevada 89015 and can 
be contacted at 702-518-7464. 
 
Thanks so much for coming today and letting us know about your facilities.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  

http://www.mamaswranglers.com/
http://www.firelightbarn.com/
http://www.firelightbarn.com/


Name Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque

1 Southwest Rotary Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest
2 Frank Abbott FWA
3 Scott Baranoff Scott Lee Baranoff MD
4 Joanne Blystone Joanne Blystone
5 Melissa Brooks Marshall and Melissa Brooks
6 Rebecca Collett Gordon and Rebecca Collett
7 Eric Colvin Eric and Jessica Colvin
8 Rick Colvin Rick and Gloria Colvin
9 Bryan Dziedziak Bryan and Caryll Dziedziak

10 Fred Fukumoto Gwen and Fred Fukumoto
11 Aric Graham Aric Graham and Family
12 Paul Gustilo Paul and Nancy Gustilo
13 Rodney Hammond Rodney and Melanie Hammond
14 Ted Henderson Phillip Ted Henderson
15 Jordana Lane Jordana Lane
16 Duncan Lee Irene and Duncan R. Lee
17 Troy Lochhead Shawn and Troy Lochhead
18 Bruce MacKenzie Bruce and Kimberly MacKenzie
19 Karl Maisner Karl and Rachelle Maisner
20 Tom Martin Tom and Donna Martin
21 Greg Mottau Gregory and Sandy Mottau
22 Tom Novotny Tom and Robin Novotny
23 Bruce Pope Bruce and Beth Pope
24 Chris Publow Chris and Lali Publow
25 Ron Reynolds Ron and Tene Reynolds
26 Sean Tanko Sean and Melissa Tanko
27 Keith Thomas Keith and Sherrie Thomas
28 Elaine Vinson Elaine Vinson
29 Joe Wittenwiler Joseph and Taryn Wittenwiler 
30 Jack Woodcock Jack and Kathy Woodcock

Please check the spelling of your name(s) shown below in 
the "Name(s) to be inscribed on Plaque" column.  If 

spelling, etc., is correct, please contact Keith Thomas by 
email and let  him know.  If not, please respond by email 

with the correct spelling, etc. 

Southwest Rotary 60th Anniversary 
Commemoration Committee
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