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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

1/5/26 
Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation Keith Thomas  
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Nobody assigned? 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted 

each week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.) 

 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Al Warren joined us today from the Rotary Club of Willowdale, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada (check out their Facebook page and “follow” it to help them spread 
awareness of their club.)  Al has been in the communication business for many years 
and is in town to visit the CES convention.  Willowdale is in the northern part of 
Toronto.  He said his town’s claim to fame is the band “Rush” which started in 
Willowdale, and comedian Howie Mandel.  Pres. Rebecca presented him with our 
club banner and club pin.  Al also shared a picture of a license plate he spotted a 
couple of days ago back in Canada.  Welcome, Al, you are always welcome to visit 
when you are in town. 

 
 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/M8xCcmuTLxrqhZtRA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/M8xCcmuTLxrqhZtRA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://willowdalerotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubOfWillowdale
https://www.rush.com/band/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/


2 
 

  
 
 

 
 
GUESTS 
 
None today. 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Keith Thomas announced that Greg Mottau took a tumble over the weekend and injured 
his right hip.  He spent a few days in the hospital undergoing a myriad of tests and 
repeated assurances that he would be released shortly only to be seemingly overlooked and 
kept in the hospital (Greg must have good insurance and the hospital must have found out 
about it).  Sandi was eventually able to take him home and he will be using a walker for a 
few weeks. 
 
Pres. Rebecca thanked Keith Thomas for the nice article that he prepared for the District 
5300 Newsletter.  In addition to spotlighting our “Santa Coats” project, the article includes 
a recap of our activities during 2025.  A copy of the article is attached to today’s 
newsletter. 
 
Francesca Gilbert thanked everyone for helping with our “Santa Coats” project. She said 
that all 530 students at Ferron Elementary School receiving a nice coat in their exact size 
(eventually, that is, as some had to be returned and swapped out for correct sizes.)  
Overall, she said that our budget was approximately $11,000 but will end up around 
$9,800 after tax rebates, etc. 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that we have the opportunity to help serve a community meal 
at Catholic Charities on Saturday, February 21st, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Sign-ups 
can be made after January 21st and should be made in advance online at 
https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/swrotary.  If you haven’t registered online 
in advance, you can still register on site the day of, however, it will take a few minutes. 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize our 
Club’s 60th anniversary. Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. He said 
he met with the Deputy City Manager (who is a past president of the Mesquite Rotary 
Club) and he connected us with Jennifer Kleven, the Deputy Director for Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, who is working with their facilities team to identify a 
location for the clock. We have responded to their request for more technical information 
and are waiting to hear from them. Those who have signed up will be receiving an email 
in the next week or so confirming how you want your name(s) to appear on the 
commemoration plaque on the clock. 

 
Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah at the Sunbrook Golf Course in 
St. George, Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him 
know if you are interested. There are already about a dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
Tom also announced that the Greenspokes scheduled for 1/15/25 will be held at his home and will begin at 6:00 
p.m.  His address is 2744 Carolina Blue Ave., Henderson, NV 89050. 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/20251223-article-for-highlighter.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/accounts/5300/Newsletter/0/Highlighter%20January%202026.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/dvLps69FFaazTgTf8
https://catholiccharities.volunteerhub.com/vv2/swrotary
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf
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Fred Fukumoto announced that our “4-Way Speech Contest” is next week with 3 contestants from the Las Vegas 
Academy and 2 contestants from Cristo Rey. 

 
 

Eric Colvin (in absentia) announced the winners of the Week 16 and Week 17 Football Pool. 
 

Patriots -Ravens – SNF – Week 16 
Jon DeVries    1st quarter 
Bruce Pope    2nd quarter 
Jeff Middaugh   3rd quarter 
Mary Ann Berry   4th quarter 
 
49ers-Colts – MNF – Week 16 
John Bray    1st quarter 
John Bray    2nd quarter 
Gwen Fukumoto   3rd quarter 
Julie Brutch   4th quarter 

 
Bears – 49ers – SNF – Week 17 
Wendy McDougall  1st quarter 
Megan Schimick   2nd quarter 
Bruce Pope   3rd quarter 
Brad Middaugh   4th quarter 
 
Rams-Falcons – MNF – Week 17 
Scott Baranoff   1st quarter 
Karen Strawn   2nd quarter 
Lori Clarke   3rd quarter 
Matt Fournier   4th quarter 

 
 

Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to pass out the 
“invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if you need 
more. Anyone bringing in one of these cards will have the 
lunch paid by the club. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Jeanne Radde said that she and Scott spent a snowy and cold week in Michigan for the Christmas holiday  
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and while there toured the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, MI, just outside Kalamazoo. While 
there, she picked up a “Rebecca” license plate.  One of the vehicles exhibited there is a 1928 Ford Model AA 
Fire Truck that was built in Logansport, Indiana, about 150 miles from Hickory Corners.  It was used in 
Indiana and eventually sold to a collector in Boulder City by the name of Jerry Austin who restored it and 
subsequently donated it to the museum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
DRAWING 
 
Daniel Mitchell was the winner today. 
 
 

https://gilmorecarmuseum.org/
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  In case you would like to start putting dates into your 
2026 calendar, a copy of the 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be found 
here. 
 

 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – One day Max went to see Carl.  Carl had a big swollen nose.  “Whoa, what happened, Carl?” Max 
asked.  “I sniffed a brose.”  Carl replied.  “What?” Max said.  “There’s no ‘b’ in rose!”  Carl replied, “There was in 
this one!” 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is a link to pictures from our club meeting on 1/8/2000.  Can anyone guess what was 
happening that day? 
 
 
 
HEARD AROUND THE WATER COOLER 
 
Bob Busch told his tablemates today some really cool news.  He said his daughter, Allison Busch, prior to her 
passing about five years ago, was a professor and director of graduate studies at Columbia University and had 
published a book in English in 2012 titled “The Poetry of Kings” (“…a scholarly work that explores the rich 
tradition of riti (courtly) poetry in Brajbhasha - a form of classical Hindi - during the Mughal era…”).  She was 
trying to get it printed in Hindi when she passed away.  Bob said that her book has finally been printed in Hindi and 
the first run was sold out in 3 months.  We know Bob is a man of intellect and accomplishment and it is evident that 
the “apple didn’t fall far from the tree”, as you can tell by Allison’s extensive Curriculum Vitae. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/GqWahek3kKpLUngc9
https://allison-busch.github.io/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Allison-Busch-Curriculum-Vitae.pdf
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PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was presented by our own Amber Fuhriman, who was a facilitator at the recent RYLA.  She 
presented a very interesting slide and video presentation and talked about the events of the week (illustrated in her 
attached presentation.)  Click here for pictures and videos. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/FPZZfyJ15E3gLY51A


Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

12/31/25 
 
Our club was founded in 1965.  To celebrate our 60th year anniversary, we decided to 

make a significant community addition which will soon be announced.  In addition, we decided 
that 2025 would be a year of accomplishment, fellowship, and service.   

During 2025 Southwest Rotarians: 
1. fed the homeless,  
2. put shoes on elementary school kids,  
3. provided books for special needs students,  
4. traveled to Mexico to participate in a water filter project,  
5. traveled to the Philippines to participate in a water wells project,  
6. sponsored train rides for a special needs organization,  
7. recognized first responders in southern Nevada,  
8. sponsored a field trip to a natural history museum,  
9. raised money for polio eradication,  
10. provided basketball shoes to an at-risk elementary school team, 
11. sponsored students to RYLA and TLC,  
12. sponsored an Interact Club, and  
13. held a 4-Way Speech contest and a Dan Stover Music contest. 
14. Merger of the West Club into ours plus two additional new members. 

We even found time for club outings to a professional football game, a trip to Utah for a 
golfing weekend, a number of social evenings called “Greenspokes” to orient new members and 
allow them to meet other Rotarians and spouses, our major “Gold Raffle” fundraiser, and our 
annual holiday party. 

We capped our year with our “Santa Coats” project at an at-risk elementary school. 
Together with money from our club, a grant from Ameriprise Financial, a District 5300 grant, 
and a grant from the foundation of the former West Club, we were able to buy 550 quality coats, 
enough for every student in the school.  The coats were delivered directly to the school where 
they were sorted and distributed class by class to the students by Rotarians, spouses, and other 
volunteers. 

The highlight of the “Santa Coats” event was a visit from Santa Claus who was none 
other than our very own Past District Governor Tom Novotny. Click here to see all the pictures 
from the event.  Below are a couple of pictures. 

Follow us on our Facebook page or go to our website for newsletters, pictures, etc. 
 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dvLps69FFaazTgTf8
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Flasvegassouthwestrotary__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEH5C0lFC%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEA%2FGCXX%2BXUkdjVjPOwDn1bXguaT9YnfWIDSwGb43ZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lvswr.org%2F__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEElRqMEZ%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kwy7FoRedegvsv1sfiSd5l5kUHh3ckU4HFxy7JdLPF4%3D&reserved=0
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Ryla 2025 



Meeting all the people!



Camp Meetings multiple times a day 



See video



Our Group – Australia -
Canberra



Trust Fall



Human Knot



Lego Lab



Egg Drop Lab



Egg Drop Lab 



Working on Ryla Challenge



See video



See video
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