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President 
Rebecca Collett 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

Directors Amber 
Fuhriman Eric 
Colvin Jordana 

Lane Tom Martin 
Joe Wittenwiler 

Advisor 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto 

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV 89136 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary 

#VegasStrong 

Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 
12/01/25 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca 
Invocation Fred Fukumoto 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here 

for today’s pictures. 
Mic duty: Karl Maisner 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted 

each week on our website and on our 
Facebook page.) 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

None 

GUESTS 

Patrick Breen joined us today as a guest of our speaker, 
Erin Breen.  He is semi-retired from the 
telecommunications industry and is a volunteer with 
“PedSafe”.  An interesting fact about Patrick…he is Erin’s 
brother and they both grew up right here in Las Vegas. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bruce MacKenzie announced that elections for officers and directors for 2026-
2027 is scheduled for December 8th. Attached below is a proposed ballot that will 
be distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  Results will be announced at the 
end of the meeting. 

DONATE 

mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.ri.org/
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7Cnc2mGYZ8jUw1baA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7Cnc2mGYZ8jUw1baA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Bruce also announced that BB Cooper will be meeting soon with Jack 
Woodcock to prepare for her imminent induction into the club. 
 
Eric Colvin also reminded everyone that the Holiday Party is scheduled for Thursday 
evening, 12/4/25, at his home.  “Evites” have already been sent out.  The party starts at 
6:00 p.m. but be sure to arrive on time as there will be a special musical presentation at 
6:45 p.m.  There will also be a raffle for one of Karen Strawn’s famous hand made 
quilts.  Tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100. 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that our board approved $5,000 for the purchase of 250 coats 
for our “Santa Coats” project will take place in December. Francesca Gilbert has 
already ordered the coats which will be delivered directly to Ferron Elementary School 
for the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. Fred also announced that Ameriprise has donated $4,400 
for an additional 120 coats for the 1st and 2nd graders. Watch for an announcement of the 
date when we go to the school to help the students try on and pick out their new coat. 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize our 
Club’s 60th anniversary. Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. He 
said he met with the Deputy City Manager (who is a past president of the Mesquite 
Rotary Club) and he connected us with Jennifer Kleven, the Deputy Director for Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, who is working with their facilities team to identify a 
location for the clock. We have responded to their request for more technical information 
and are waiting to hear from them. Those who have signed up will be receiving an email 
in the next week or so confirming how you want your name(s) to appear on the 
commemoration plaque on the clock. 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 12 and Week 13 Football games (your 
newsletter editor waited to publish the newsletter until after the Week 11 Monday Night 
Football game ended so the MNF score is also included below). 
 
Buccaneers-Rams – SNF – Week 12 
Sammy Dong 1st quarter 
Jon DeVries  2nd quarter 
Jon DeVries 3rd quarter 
Matthew Disher 4th quarter 
 
Panthers-49ers – MNF – Week 12 
Ryan Colvin 1st quarter 
Saiswart Angkanavin 2nd quarter 
Richard Senez 3rd quarter 
Mike Klapprich 4th quarter 
 
Broncos-Commanders – SNF – Week 13 
Matthew Disher 1st quarter 
Mark Petit 2nd quarter 
Sean Tanko 3rd quarter 
Bryan Dziedziak 4th quarter 
 
Giants-Patriots – MNF – Week 13 

        Sammy Dong 1st quarter 
                                      Kurt Braun 2nd quarter 
                                      Kurt Braun 3rd quarter 
                                      Becky O’Flaherty 4th quarter 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf
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Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to pass out the 
“invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if you need 
more. Anyone bringing in one of these cards will have the 
lunch paid by the club. 
 
 
 
 

 
Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah. It will be April 24 and 25, 2026. 
Signup sheet is in the red book so check it out and let him know if you are interested. There are already about a 
dozen people who have expressed interest. 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Scott Baranoff was asked about his recent travels.  Oh, he said, just a small cruise from Florida to the Dominican 
Republic and the Bahamas on a “small boat” (a Norwegian Cruise Line with 9,000 people).  Never again, he said, with so 
many people.  He said they also visited family and had a lovely Thanksgiving.  Scott also reported on our international 
water project with the Rotary Club in the Philippines and said that two or three projects have already been completed.  
He said he and Marjorie are headed to the Philippines next week and will be there for 2 1l/2 months so he will be able to 
do some hands-on checking on the projects. 
 

 
 
Eric Colvin was recognized for Meadows Bank recent publicity in the RJ’s “Success Stories”.  Eric said that they are  
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waiting for the merger with America First Credit Union to be approved.  AFCU is clearly looking to expand their SBA 
lending inasmuch as Meadows $.8 billion growth in the past year included $400 million in SBA lending.  He also said 
that Meadow’s SBA lending was 14th in the nation last year out of all financial institutions.  $100 recognition to Eric and 
congratulations. 

 
Francesca Gilbert was asked about her recent peregrinations.  She said that since the real estate market is in a “state of 
flux”, she has been in Italy and visiting kids.  She said her daughter, Natalie, is working on going to law school and has 
already been accepted to Georgetown, Boston, UCLA, and Miami. 
 
Cynthia Hamada, our honorary member (who is also a member of the Rotary Club of South San Francisco) was 
recognized and welcomed to the meeting.  She explained that she attends as often as she can but Monday’s are a difficult 
day. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.) 
 
Lori Clarke said she was in Wyoming visiting her dad and since there aren’t a lot of jewelry stores in Jackson 
Hole and since huckleberries are a big thing there, she picked up the next best thing…a tube of huckleberry 
chap stick. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber Fuhriman said that she and Shaun Ochsner spent the Thanksgiving holiday in Idaho and while there 
went to the “Lava Hot Springs” where they picked up a specialty of the area…a box of Lava Hot Springs 
fudge. 
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Keith Thomas said that he and Sherrie attended the “Festival of Trees” in St. George last weekend and found 
a very expensive pair of Christmas ornament earrings.  And since the festival was sponsored by the 
Intermountain Healthcare Foundation, there was a big display of medical equipment, etc., including some 
giveaways like a heart shaped stress ball which Keith immediately obtained for our esteemed Pres. Rebecca. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bob Busch was the winner today (perhaps he can use his winnings to buy some band-aids??? ������) 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS 
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW.  In case you would like to start putting dates into your 
2026 calendar, a copy of the 2026 meeting dates, dark dates, and board meeting dates can be found 
here. 

 
 
JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – Dick has just started his own firm and leased a new office.  On his first day he sees a man come 
into the outer office and, wishing to look like a hot shot, picks up the phone and pretends he’s in the middle of a huge 
business deal.  After a few minutes of animated conversation, Dick concludes his business, puts down the receiver 
and turns to the man.  “Can I help you?” asks Dick.  “Yeah,” replies the man, “I’m here to connect your phone.” 
 
Tom Martin – A dumb guy is overweight, so his doctor puts him on a diet.  “I want you to eat regularly for two 
days, then skip a day, and repeat that for two weeks.  The next time I see you, you’ll have lost at least five pounds.  
When the guy returns, he’s lost nearly 20 pounds.  “Wow, that’s amazing!” the doctor says.  “Did you follow my 
instructions?”  The guy nods.  “I’ll tell you; I thought I was going to drop dead that third day.”  “From hunger, you 
mean?” said the doctor.  “No, from skipping” replied the guy. 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Meeting-Dates-edited.pdf
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP pictures are from an Opportunity Village Magical Forest service project on 12/11/07 - click 
here, 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Our program today was presented by Erin Breen following up on her 
presentation on June 9th where she introduced our club to her work at UNLV.  
She serves as director of UNLV's Road Equity Alliance Project. She is also 
the coordinator of the UNLV Transportation Research Center's Traffic Safety 
Coalition.   
 
“What's the Goal at Your House??”  http://zerofatalitiesnv.com 
 
She specializes in traffic and pedestrian safety, bringing research and 
awareness for state policymakers on the issues of drunk and distracted driving, 
jaywalking, and more. After experiencing personal tragedy when her daughter 

survived a preventable car accident, she 
began researching ways to increase 
traffic safety awareness for new and 
reckless drivers throughout Southern 
Nevada. She has since been a key 
player in lobbying driving laws, such as Nevada's graduated driving law — a 
restriction for teenage motorists that has dramatically dropped the number of 
underage driving deaths. 
 
She also actively works with Silver 
State municipalities to 
promote pedestrian and driving 
safety education for student 
commuters. 
 
A copy of her slide deck is 
attached. 
 
A couple of big takeaways from her 

presentation…DON’T GIVE YOUR KIDS AN E-SCOOTER AND THE 
LAW IN CLARK COUNTY IS THAT ANYONE UNDER 18 HAS TO 
WEAR A HELPED ON ANY MOTORIZED DEVICE. 
 
Thanks so much, Erin, for coming back and keeping us up to date on a 
vitally important subject. 
 
F 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test led by Pres. Rebecca. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/sBHcybXx978KCQfD8
http://zerofatalitiesnv.com/


 LAS VEGAS SOUTHWEST ROTARY 
 BALLOT FOR OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FOR THE ROTARY YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026 
 
Club elections are to held on December 8, 2025, in accordance with Article IV, Section 1 of the Bylaws.     
 

OFFICERS         
 
 
PRESIDENT - Jeanne Radde 

 
 
  

 
VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT ELECT - Lori Clarke   

 
SECRETARY/TREASURER – Raluca Petre 

 
 
  

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT - Rebecca Collett  
  

 

TWO DIRECTOR POSITIONS OPEN – VOTE FOR ONLY TWO    
 
Karl Maisner         2-year term 

Joe Wittenwiler          2-year term 

Ken Cox        2-year term 

       
  

 
Director serving second year of two-year term is: 

Amber Fuhriman 
Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 
 
  

Club Elections: ...ARTICLE IV - Meetings. Section 1: Annual Meetings. An annual meeting of this club shall 
be held on the second Monday of December in each year, at which time the election of officers and 
directors to serve for the ensuing year shall take place. 
1. In November, announce to the club about upcoming elections and solicit interest in running for board position. 
2. Hold Past Presidents meeting and select Secretary/Treasurer. Also determine who else will be on the ballot. 
3. Prepare ballot with proposed positions and directors who are interested in running for a seat on the board  
4. Conduct the election (announce the election at the beginning of the meeting and distribute the ballots. The ballots 
should be collected just prior to the speaker (or sooner if everyone has completed the ballot.) Make sure you have 
two or three volunteers to assist you in collecting, counting, and verifying the votes.  Announce the results after the 
speaker has finished. 
5. Publish the results in the meeting newsletter. 
6. Ratify the results at the next board meeting. 

 















The ROI on Transportation Planned for People…

Las Vegas Rotary December 1st, 2025



Return on Investment:
Improved safety, economic strength, public 
health benefits, enhanced community 
connections



Improved Safety:



Primary to ROI is a Reduction in Pedestrian-
Vehicle Crashes, Which Leads To:

Nelly and Citali Killed on the Way Home from 
Back-to-School Shopping, in a Crosswalk, by an 
Impaired, Speeding Driver

Jasmine, Killed on Her Way Home from 
Shopping, on Her Scooter, by a Right-Hand-
Turning Driver Not Watching for Her.

Fewer Injuries and Fatalities

Supporting the Goal of Zero Fatalities



Economic Benefits:

• Increased Property Values

• Enhanced Local Business Access

• Reduced Household Costs

Where Does the Money Saved GO?



Public Health and Environmental Impacts



Physical Activity
• What happens with 
increased walkability?
• Where does that lead?



Sustainability: 

• Reduced Vehicle Miles Traveled, VMT, Contributes to Broader 
Sustainability and Climate Goals

• Why do we care about that?



Equity and 
Accessibility



Pedestrians

• Close to half of LVMPD Fatalities
• 2024 worst year ever in Clark Co
• 2025 has seen seven children 

killed on foot or scooter in CC
• Would you let your children walk 

or bike to school in your 
neighborhood? Is that a Quality-
of-Life issue?



Older Adults

• Walking is literally life
• What if walking is too dangerous? What 

are the losses?
• Mobility
• Health
• Friendships /Socialization
• Shopping
• E-devices are booming with older 

adults in communities designed for 
them



Those With Disabilities

• When streets are built for cars who gets left out 
most often?
• Is there a loss to business?



Lower Income 
Population Who 
Don’t Own a Car

• Clark County one of highest costs in the country to 
operate a vehicle

• Large population who use transit to get to work, walking 
or biking the first/last mile



My Favorite ROI Brag! • Main Street, 2017 on left and today, above… new life, 
new business, hot place to be… 30 mph felt too FAST



People Walk and Bike More in an Urban Downtown Core… in Vegas Too…



La Jolla Boulevard, 
CA

• Speed average from 40-45 to 
20 mph!

• Crashes dropped 90 percent!

• Revenue on block up 30 
percent

• Residents and visitors say 
they feel much safer

• Cost? $7.1Million



The Boulevard, NYC



How Can You do More to 
Support Road Design That 
Encourages All Modes of 
Travel, in Ways the General 
Population Would Accept?



Are You the “General” Population?

• As Businesspeople Why Care?

• As Human Beings Why Care?

• Is This an Equity Issue or a Quality-of-Life Issue?



Allowing People to Move Safely 
Because we Invest in 

Transportation is Fundamentally a  
Quality-of-Life Issue



Building a 
Safer 
Transportation 
System Drives 
the Local 
Economy… 
Jump on the 
Wagon! 



Visit us on the web at 
www.pedsafe.vegas

Thank You so Much!

Erin Breen, Director, 
PedSafe Vegas

Scp.unlv@gmail.com
  

mailto:Scp.unlv@gmail.com
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