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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

11/03/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:  Bruce Pope 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each week  
                                                      on our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
Pres. Rebecca welcomed everyone by inviting them to put on the festive 60th 
anniversary celebration glasses on the table and enjoy the special decoration on the 
cheesecake and then regaled us with a recitation of the difference in the cost of living in 
1965 to today: 
              Loaf of white bread) $0.21~$2.00 to $2.20  

Dozen large eggs ~$0.53~$6.00 per dozen  
Gallon of gasoline (regular)~$0.31 ~$3.16 per gallon  
Average new car around ~$2,400 ~$48,699 average transaction price  
House (median/average) ~$20,200. ~ $416,900  
Monthly apartment rent ~$85-$150/month   $1,650/month average  
Movie-theater ticket ~$1.00-$1.50 (typical era) ~$11.50 a 
Annual median household salary/income ~$6,900 in 1965. ~$74,225  

____________________________________________________________________ 
  
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Only Shaun Ochsner who for the last time joined us again a guest of Amber Fuhriman 
(he is being formally inducted into the club today.) 
 
See below for his induction ceremony  
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/VzFU3D1z926mJX2M7
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/


2 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Eric Colvin and Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock 
project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter 
with more information. He said he met with the Deputy City Manager (who is a past 
president of the Mesquite Rotary Club) and he connected us with Jennifer Kleven, 
the Deputy Director for Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, who is working with 
their facilities team to identify a location for the clock.  Eric responded last week to 
their request for more technical information.  Those who have signed up will be 
receiving an email in the next week or so confirming how you want your name(s) to 
appear on the commemoration plaque on the clock. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie said that our Feed the Homeless/ clothing giveaway at Amazing 
Grace Ministries was another great success.  Click here for pictures.  Thanks so much 
to all the Rotarians and spouses that helped out.  For the history of our involvement 
with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here.   
 
Bruce also reminded everyone about our Happy Feet project at Ferron Elementary 
School on Wednesday, 11/5/25 beginning at 8:00 a.m.  FES is located at 4200 S 
Mountain Vista St, Las Vegas, NV 89121. 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 8 Football games (your newsletter 
editor waited to publish the newsletter until after the Monday Night Football game 
ended so the MNF score is also included below). 
 

Seahawks-Commanders – SNF – Week 9 
Lori Clark  1st quarter 
Mike Rogers  2nd quarter 
Rebecca Collett  3rd quarter 
Tom Martin  4th quarter 
 
Cardinals-Cowboys – MNF – Week 9 
Jon DeVries  1st quarter  
Gwen Fukumoto 2nd quarter 
Joe Wittenwiler Sr. 3rd quarter 
Gwen Fukumoto 4th quarter 

 
Eric Colvin also reminded everyone that the Holiday Party is scheduled for 
Thursday evening, 12/4/25, at his home. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that the Club Bowling night in Boulder City scheduled for 
next Saturday, November 8th is being postponed to a future date.  
 
Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to 

pass out the “invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if 
you need more. Anyone bringing in one of these cards will 
have the lunch paid by the club. 
 
 
 
  

 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZdoeapQ6hd2ZGEqh6
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-Amazing-Grace-Ministry.pdf
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Bruce also announced that he has been in contact with Bebe Cooper who expressed interest in joining the 
club.  She has been preoccupied selling a house on the east coast but apparently is in position to attend 
again. 
 
Amber Fuhriman announced that the Children’s Heart Foundation is holding a fundraiser on 11/23.  
Point your camera at the QR code in the picture below for more details: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres. Rebecca reminded everyone that we are DARK for Veterans Day next week and recognized those 
members present who served in the military: Fred Fukumoto, Dan Mitchell, Tom Novotny, Chris 
Publow, Jack Woodcock, and Greg Mottau. 
 
Tom Martin announced the date of our next Rotary golf outing in Southern Utah.  It will be April 24 and 
25, 2026.  He went on to say that when his family moved to Las Vegas in 1951, there were only 4,000 
people living her.  They moved from Hollywood and initially lived in the area of 19th street and Mesquite.  
He said it was a time when Las Vegas was very segregated and there were very few integrated areas.  One 
was an area called “four mile”, because it was 4 miles from downtown.  Click here for an interesting 
newspaper about “Formyle” “Four Mile”. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/uncategorized/over-a-century-four-mile-has-gone-from-trailside-oasis-to-brothel-to-bar/
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INDUCTION CEREMONY – SHAUN OCHSNER 
 
Jack Woodcock (who is our long-time master of ceremonies for our induction ceremonies) introduced 
Shaun Ochsner as the newest member of our club.  He is a Videographer · Video Producer · Freelance 
Video Editor · Freelance Photographer and was sponsored by Amber Fuhriman.  Click here to check out 
his website to see what services he offers.  Jack presented another stellar induction (see full presentation 
attached).  Welcome, Shaun, we are delighted to have you as a member of the best club around. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Dan Mitchell was missing the day aprons were distributed so today he was presented with his very own 
personal “Rotary apron”: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://inlandwestdigital.com/
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Chris Publow was welcomed back from his summer sojourn at his 
luxurious compound lakeside in Michigan.  He said he took his Tesla 
and only had to manually drie it 2 to 3 percent of the time.  He 
reminded everyone that before he left that he advised everyone to buy 
Tesla stock which at that time was around $250 a share.  Today, he 
said, it is around $460!  He said it was a great summer and they have 
been going there for 13 years now.  He is originally from Michigan but 
said that his dad, who was an attorney, was impacted by the big car 
production slowdown about 63 years ago so he took a job in Las 
Vegas working for a bank until he passed the Nevada bar and went 
into private practice with George Rudiak, a well known local attorney.  
He said they bought a “Sproul” home for $19,900 in the Rancho and 
Washington area.  Sproud homes were small 3 bedroom houses so 
Chris and his 4 siblings barely fit.  He said his dad had been working 
for the IRS for around $400 a month so it was time for a change. 
Chris said he stays busy during the summer entertaining visitors (the 
Woodcocks and the Dziadzieks visited last summer) and every year his 3 daughters and 6 grandchildren 
visit and the daughters manage to keep everything planned and under control.  Two of his daughters live 
here in Las Vegas and the third is a high school teacher on Kadena Air Force Base on Okinawa.  When he 
moved here in 1963, he began attending Western High School (see today’s “Blast from the Past” below).  
He was welcomed back to the club with a fine of $150.  He reminded Pres. Rebecca that he has been a 
member since July 1, 1982, making him one of the longest serving members of the club, all to no avail as 
the fine remained. 
 
Scott Baranoff was called upon to explain his “road rash” knee.  He said he joined the ranks of the 
“walking wounded” in our club this past week when he was riding his e-bike on the Boulder City trail 
system and managed to crash. He was about 5 miles from home so by the time he returned he was a bit 
bloodied up, but Marjorie was able to patch him up and soothe his bruised ego.  He said he rides the same 
trail 4 or 5 times a week and goes between 20 and 30 miles and was apparently just not paying attention.  
He was wearing a helmet but said that next time he is going to start wearing long pants.  He also said that 
the check went out today for our water project in the Phillipines which will support the digging of wells in 
impoverished villages.  He will visit them when he is back in the Phillipines on his next sojourn there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kadena.af.mil/
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JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – A hunter rents a cabin and a hunting dog for the season and catches lots of game.  Next 
year he comes back and asks fo the same cabin and the same dog.  “Was that the dog called “Salesman?” 
asked the cabin owner.  “Sure was,” replies the hunter. “He’s the best dog I ever worked with.”  “Not 
anymore,” says the owner, “Some jerk came by and started calling him “Sales Manager”.  Now all he does 
is sit on his ass and bark all day.” 
Tom Martin – After 5 long years of studying, a student comes rushing into Einstein’s office shouting, 
“Sir, sir, I finally understand your theory of Special Relativity!”  Einstein rolls his eyes, “It’s about time”. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
None today for our beloved Pres. Rebecca. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Pres. Rebecca was our winner today.  
   
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Our BFTP for today is a “group” picture from 1967 including our own Chris Publow (and a former 
Rotarian Steve Kalb).  See if you can find them in the group. 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 

 
PROGRAM 
 
No program today, just fun and hijinks. 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/mk1G8wuyBdpg8ffe7
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