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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

10/27/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here  for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:  Karl Maisner 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each week  
                                                      on our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
Pres. Rebecca welcomed everyone and said today is a special day…exactly 60 years 
ago today on October 27, 1965, our club was chartered.  Congratulations Southwest 
Rotarians on 60 years of service to the community and to the world!! 
____________________________________________________________________ 
  
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Tina Kern from the Las Vegas Rotary Club joined us today in 
her official capacity of Area Governor for our club.  She is a 
retired attorney and came to support us on our official 
anniversary. She is a past president of her club and an interesting 
tidbit about her is that she not only is an attorney but also spent 
some time as a private investigator. 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Shaun Ochsner joined us again a guest of Amber Fuhriman.  He 
is a Videographer · Video Producer · Freelance Video Editor · 
Freelance Photographer.  Click here to check out his website to see 
what services he offers. He has been approved by our board for 
membership and will be meeting tomorrow with Jack Woodcock 
to prepare for his formal club induction.  
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/MDPpNQ4V8JzYqc3u6
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://inlandwestdigital.com/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize 
our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more 
information. He said he met with the Deputy City Manager (who is a past president of 
the Mesquite Rotary Club) and he connected us with Jennifer Kleven, the Deputy 
Director for Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, who is working with their 
facilities team to identify a location for the clock.   
 
Paul Gustilo said that our next Feed the Homeless is scheduled for next Wednesday, 
10/29/25, and our next Happy Feet is on Nov 5th.  Feed the Homeless and clothing 
giveaway at Amazing Grace Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland 
Parkway  (2000 S Maryland Pkwy, Las Vegas, NV 89104).   For the history of our 
involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here.  THIS MAY BE OUR 
LAST TIME ON THIS PROJECT.   
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 8 Football games (your newsletter 
editor waited to publish the newsletter until after the Monday Night Football game 
ended so the MNF score is also included below). 
 

Packers-Steelers – SNF – Week 8 
Karen Strawn  1st quarter 
Jon DeVries  2nd quarter 
Sammy Dong  3rd quarter 
Mary Ann Berry 4th quarter 
 
Commanders-Chiefs – MNF – Week 8 
Bryan Dziedziak 1st quarter  
Mary Ann Berry 2nd quarter 
John Bray  3rd quarter 
Fred Fukumoto  4th quarter 

 
Eric Colvin also reminded everyone that the Holiday Party is scheduled for Thursday 
evening, 12/4/25, at his home. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that he was working on a Club Bowling night to be held in 
Boulder City on November 8th. He also mentioned that it is a family friendly event - 
so bring your children and grandchildren. He also mentioned that there would be a 
wine walk in Boulder City earlier that day and then the bowling event at 2 PM, for 
those interested. Sign up in the red book. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone to 

pass out the “invite” cards and to get more from Melissa if 
you need more. Anyone bringing in one of these cards will 
have the lunch paid by the club. 
 
 
 
  

 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251027-fundraising-letter.pdf
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-Amazing-Grace-Ministry.pdf
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Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this Rotary year.   

1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores and juniors to be held 
December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Greg Mottau 
as soon as possible.  

2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 2026.  If you have children 
that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   

3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  Those interested will 
submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  Essay needs to be at least 1,000 
words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   

4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write a speech using the 4-
Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs to be at least 6 
minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If 
you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Jack Woodcock and Ron Reynolds were recognized as the longest continuing members of our club.  Our 
club was chartered 60 years ago and Jack has been in the club for 49 years and Ron has been in the club 
for 47 years. 
 
Paul Gustilo was asked how he was healing after his mountain bike mishap.  He said that he was doing 
fine and his 2 broken fingers and 2 broken ribs weren’t slowing him down too much although he has a 
hard time gripping with his broken fingered hand. 
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – Sister Mary Ann, who worked for a home health agency, was out making her rounds 
visiting homebound patients when she ran out of gas. As luck would have it, an Exxon Gasoline station 
was just a block away. She walked to the station to borrow a gas can and buy some gas. The attendant told 
her that the only gas can he owned had been loaned out, but she could wait until it was returned. Since 
Sister Mary Ann was on the way to see a patient, she decided not to wait and walked back to her car. She 
looked for something in her car that she could fill with gas and spotted the bedpan she was taking to the 
patient. Always resourceful, Sister Mary Ann carried the bedpan to the station, filled it with gasoline, and 
carried the full bedpan back to her car.  As she was pouring the gas into her tank, two Baptists watched 
from across the street. One of them turned to the other and said, "If it starts, I'm turning Catholic." 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Lori Clarke said she spent the weekend in Portland and Tillamook and brought back a Tillamook “Cheese 
and Grater” key ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Gustilo said they went to Orlando a few weeks ago with family and friends and visited the Magic 
Kingdom where they were confronted with ticket prices of $158 each for just one park.  He was able to 
find some “merch” in the form of Minnie Mouse earrings. 
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Tom Novotny said he was in Albuquerque for Rotary Zone Institute and their hotel was downtown and 
they were advised to not go out at night so he wasn’t able to find anything downtown but did find 
“balloon” keychain (Albuquerque is famous for its annual hot air balloon festival.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau said his favorite cousin visited over the weekend from Washington, D.C.  They had never 
visited Las Vegas before so Greg and Sandi treated them royally with a visit to the Sphere to see the 
Wizard of Oz where they picked up a cool pin, to Nelson where they picked up a ring and to Red Rock 
Canyon where they picked up some nice earrings. They also visited Boulder Dam (the cousin’s dad was 
one of the workers on the dam when it was being built.) They also treated them to a dinner at the Venetian 
and at the Italian American Club.  Greg said they have promised to return and why not if you have such 
gracious hosts as Greg and Sandi. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bob Busch was our winner today.  
   
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Our BFTP for today is an album of pictures from our Rotary International Centennial project on October 
8, 2004 at the Blind Center of Las Vegas. 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 

 
PROGRAM 
 
Stacy Miller from the Las Vegas Academy was our speaker today.  
She is the Coordinator of Career & College Readiness for LVA’s 
College & Career Center, LVA’s newest student support service. 
After 23 years as an English teacher at LVA, she transitioned to the 
Center where she can offer her expertise in college essay writing 
and revision, application processes, and resume building, among 
many other topics.  She is also the advisor to the National Honor 
Society. 
 
The Las Vegas Academy of the Arts is a magnet high school 
located in Downtown Las Vegas, Nevada. Students are accepted 
through an audition process and claim a major pertaining to 
performing arts or visual arts. 
 
The Las Vegas Academy's campus is located on the site of the first 
high school in Las Vegas. The school uses two of the buildings that 
were constructed in 1930 and opened in the fall of 1931. Las Vegas 
High School was the first high school in Las Vegas, and its location 
caused controversy at the time. Many residents believed the school was too far away from the small 
population at the time, which has changed as the city grew around the school. The school originally had 
three buildings: the tri-level Main building on the corner of 7th St. and Bridger Ave., the Gymnasium, and 
a third building that housed manual arts (shop classes) and in later years government classes. It was torn 
down in 1969. The two remaining buildings are listed as the Las Vegas High School Academic Building 
and Gymnasium on the National Register of Historic Places, representing Las Vegas' best example of art-
deco architecture of the 1930s. The school's outer appearance has been maintained but the interior has 
been changed since its original construction.  Construction continues today on renovations and new 
construction that is expected to continue for the next few years. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/rbTRVSbEFn9ogBoi8
https://www.lasvegasacademy.net/
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A copy of her slide presentation is attached.  She also provided us with various brochures and posters of 
upcoming events and concerts which can be found here. 
 
Thanks for a very timely presentation. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/all-lva-stuff-except-presentation.pdf












Stacy Miller
College and Career Coordinator
Las Vegas Academy of the Arts

October, 2025



College and Career Coordinator: Post-
secondary planner

Dual Enrollment Coordinator: make sure you
are properly registered for Dual Enrollment
courses.

Reasons why you might meet with Ms. Miller:
For information about college, vocational
school, or military service

Tuition
Scholarships
Academic requirements

To attend events featuring representatives
from post-secondary institutions

Ms.
Miller



4 Conservatories
16 Majors

Audition based
Lottery Selection

4x4 Block
School Renovation

Community
Driven



131 Members

Over 400 Hours of Service 1  Semester
st

Supported 12 Events on Campus

CREW Day

Fundraisers

Club goal this year: Senior Stoles

Community Goal: 1000 hours of service

Blood Drive Goal: 140 Units 

(Fall Drive 72 units/ 112 attempted) 

January 28  Next Drive!
th



We are not the
right school for
all, but we are
the only school

for some!



Theater Technology

Marketing

Video Production

Graphic Design

Multimedia Communications

Fashion, Textiles, and Design

CTE - Career and Technical Education



Things Students Can Be Doing to Prepare for College!

Go to

LASVEGASACADEMY.NET ⟶

Students/Parents ⟶ College

and Career Center



Things Students Can Be Doing to Prepare for College!

This checklist will give
you realistic tasks that
you can complete as a

sophomore

Certain items on the list
have links you can follow,

to get additional
information



Chart Your Path in Naviance...

Under the “Self-Discovery” tab,

do the Career Interest Profiler.

Even if you did this in 9  grade,

your interests change over

time. This will help you narrow

down your career choices!

th



Don’t Stress...Just Start Exploring

As you do your research into
career paths and what

colleges or trade schools
offer an appropriate

program, keep track of it
here. 



Follow on Instagram:

Follow the College and Career
Center Instagram! Ms. Miller will
post information about colleges

and universities, as well as
potential scholarship information.
You can’t apply yet...but you can

look and prepare!



Many Opportunities to Join Us...

“These kids
are good!!”

Dance

Music

Art

Theater

Brilliance

LVA GALA

February 6, 2026





Please Join Us in
Celebrating the Arts!
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