
1 
 

u  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

10/20/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:  Lori Clarke 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each week  
                                                      on our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
Pres. Rebecca welcomed everyone and noted that the Club’s board met earlier today.  
She also reminded everyone that the Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest is celebrating 
its 60th anniversary next Monday, October 27, 2025.  She noted also that our club was 
the first club in District 5300 to be designated a 100% Paul Harris Fellowship Club.  
Despite a certain local club’s claim that it was the first, here is the evidence from the 
District 5300 website. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/jmRgkZ9bxw6p6Sma9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.district5300.org/100-paul-harris-fellow-clubs/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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____________________________________________________________________ 
  
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Gary Chow, Past District Governor (2022-2023) for 
District 5150, joined us today from the Rotary Club of 
South San Francisco.  Rotary District 5150 stretches across 
Marin, San Francisco and San Mateo counties of the San 
Francisco Bay area and has 45 clubs.  Gary is a retired 
health educator and is in town visiting Cynthia Hamada, 
our perpetual guest, honorary member and helper with our 
Interact Club. Welcome, Gary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cynthia Hamada is the aforesaid perpetual guest who 
is also a member of the South San Francisco Club.  
Cynthia retired after working for 30 years for the City 
and County of San Francisco, most recently as a labor 
negotiator.  Always good to see you, Cynthia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GUESTS 
 
Royalty Johnson joined us today as a guest of 
Cynthia Hamada.   Royalty is a real estate investor 
whose company specializes in distressed property 
solutions.  She is a recent transplant from California 
and has two sons, one in high school and one in 
elementary school.  Welcome, Royalty, we hope you 
visit again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://rotary5150.org/
https://rotaryofssf.org/
https://rotaryofssf.org/
https://microventures.com/
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Shaun Ochsner joined us again a guest of Amber Fuhriman.  He is a Videographer · Video Producer · 
Freelance Video Editor · Freelance Photographer.  Click here to check out his website to see what services 
he offers. He has been approved by our board for membership and will be meeting soon with Jack 
Woodcock to prepare for his formal club induction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allison Loftus joined us as a guest of Amber Fuhriman.  Allison is the Coordinator of Workforce Training 
and Economic Development for Vegas PBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. He said he met with the Deputy 
City Manager (who is a past president of the Mesquite Rotary Club) and he connected us with Jennifer 
Kleven, the Deputy Director for Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, who is working with their 
facilities team to identify a location for the clock.   
 
Jeanne Radde announced that Kelly Gaines, our recent speaker from the Nevada Subcontractors 
association, who spoke about the Southern Nevada Trades High School has offered to do a private tour for 
our club.  Jeanne is arranging a tour for a Wednesday morning on a date to be determined.  Jeanne will 
send out an email soliciting interest and will keep us posted. 
 
Pres. Rebecca said that our next Feed the Homeless is scheduled for 10/29/25 and our next Happy Feet is 
on Nov 5th.  She also said that Paul Gustilo reported that we have 5 Interact kids interested in RYLA and 
we will be selecting 4 of the 5 to go.  He and Joe Wittenwiler attended the club’s meeting last week and 
they had a large attendance.  

https://inlandwestdigital.com/
https://www.vegaspbs.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251020-fundraising-letter.pdf
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Joe Wittenwiler reported that he is going to be “participating” again in the fundraising event for the 
Women’s Council of Realtors “Bras for a Cause”.  More info at the link.  He said he will again be on stage 
sporting apparel appropriate to the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Week 6 and Week 7 Football games (your newsletter editor 
waited to publish the newsletter until after the 10/20 Monday Night Football game ended so the MNF 
score is also included below). 
 

Lions-Chiefs – SNF – Week 6 
John Colvin  1st quarter 
Jon DeVries  2nd quarter 
Matt Huntly  3rd quarter 
Brad Middaugh  4th quarter 
 
Bears-Commanders – MNF – Week 6 
Rodney Hammond 1st quarter  
Kurt Braun  2nd quarter 
Ryan McDougall  3rd quarter 
Brad Middaugh  4th quarter 

https://happeningnext.com/event/bras-for-a-cause-eid3a0cjuud2e#:%7E:text=This%20annual%20charity%20event%20brings%20together%20local%20leaders,community.%20%E2%9C%A8%F0%9F%92%95%20%F0%9F%97%93%EF%B8%8F%20EVENT%20DATE%3A%20Tuesday%2C%20October%2022
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Falcons-49ers – SNF – Week 7 
Karl Maisner  1st quarter 
Yvonne Hall  2nd quarter 
Timmy Dong  3rd quarter 
Karl Maisner  4th quarter 
 
Texans-Seahawks – MNF – Week 7 
Joe Wittenwiler  1st quarter  
Mary Ann Berry  2nd quarter 
Troy Lochhead  3rd quarter 
Gwen Fukumoto  4th quarter 

 
Karl Maisner (in absentia) announced that he was working on a Club Bowling night to be held in 
Boulder City on November 8th. He also mentioned that it is a family friendly event - so bring your 
children and grandchildren. He also mentioned that there would be a wine walk in Boulder City earlier 
that day and then the bowling event at 2 PM, for those interested. Sign up in the red book. 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this Rotary year.   

1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores and juniors to be held 
December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Greg Mottau 
as soon as possible.  

2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 2026.  If you have children 
that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   

3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  Those interested will 
submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  Essay needs to be at least 1,000 
words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   

4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write a speech using the 4-
Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs to be at least 6 
minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If 
you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Ken Cox was asked about his recent hunting exploits.  He said that he and 8 friends have been hunting 
together for more than 20 years and recently returned from Pierre, South Dakota, where they bagged a 
combined total of 278 pheasants (30 of which he still has in his freezer!) He said that during the hunting 
season, the population in Pierre doubles (people, not pheasants ������). 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
https://pierre.org/your-community/hunting/
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Eric Colvin made it back from his long journey on Route 66. He said they went exactly 2,800 miles, 
making 160 stops, starting on September 21st and returned to Las Vegas on October 3rd.  It was really 
quite the trek, and surprisingly there were many Europeans on the road.  He said they ended up with about 
50 T-shirts to make a quilt and countless stickers and magnets.  There is a lot of interesting country on the 
Route.  Here is a picture of their “libations” cooler from the trip… it was brand new when they got it in 
Chicago at a bar raffle.  Actually, someone else won it in the raffle and since Eric was going to buy one 
anyway, he offered to buy it from the winner who promptly said, “No way, but you can have it for free!”.  
Here is a picture of the cooler at the end of the trip with stickers from many of the places he and Jessica 
visited.  He said they successfully completed the trip without killing each other, but just barely.   $150 fine 
to Eric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Purdue, Tom Novotny, and Ken Cox, were all presented with their official Southwest Rotary Club 
aprons. 
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Eric Colvin said that they visited the Lincoln Library on their journey and while there found a bracelet 
made of nickels. (wait, isn’t Thomas Jefferson on the nickel?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred Fukumoto said that he and Gwen are “cleaning out their house” and came across a plaque that Fred 
received when he visited the Rotary Club of Wallingford, Vermont. The club meets in the building that 
used to house the grammar school attended by Paul Harris. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://presidentlincoln.illinois.gov/


8 
 

 
 
Gary Chow presented Pres. Rebecca with his district’s custom pin.  Their District’s theme this year is 
“Every Piece Matters”, hence the puzzle piece pin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau said he and Sandy visited their grandson at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, Ca, who is a 
freshman and already being asked to start taking upper class subjects.  They toured the campus and 
amassed 17,507 steps just on the tour.  They also went to the beach and found a cool bracelet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.calpoly.edu/
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Amber Fuhriman and Shaun Ochsner just returned from a cruise to celebrate her birthday.  They went 
to the Bahamas and to Cozumel where they picked up a custom-made bracelet made on the spot by the 
locals.  It wasn’t all fun and play…Amber was a featured speaker at a conference being held on board the 
ship. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Pope said that he and Beth just returned from a visit to Colorado to see family and while there 
visited the Grand Junction area which is known as the fruit capital of Colorado.  One of the area’s most 
well known products is the “Palisade Peaches”.  So, did Bruce bring back a lug of peaches, or even a 
peach pie as a gift for the president???  Nope, he brought back “Peach Salsa”! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.visitgrandjunction.com/blog/post/palisade-peaches-in-grand-junction/
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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – Three dinosaurs come across a magic lamp.  They rub the lamp and out pops a genie who 
grans them three wishes. The first dinosaur asks for a big hunk of meat.  The second dinosaur, looking to 
one-up the first, asks for a shower of meat. Not to be outdone, the third dinosaur asks for a meatier 
shower. 
 
Scott Baranoff – (Hmm…a somewhat ribald story of a little old lady, two dogs and a frustrated 
veterinarian…best to Google it.) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Royalty Johnson was our winner today.  
   
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Our BFTP for today is an album of pictures from our Happy Feet event at Ruby Thomas Elementary 
School on 2/16/06. 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 

 
PROGRAM 
 
Shelley Juarez, Executive Director of East Valley Family 
Services, was our speaker today.   
 
She is a native of Las Vegas, NV and has a bachelor’s & master’s 
degree in accounting and a master’s degree in business. She has 
mostly worked in the accounting field (Construction, Real Estate, 
CPA, H&R Block doing taxes). In her free time, she is a Realtor 
& Licensed Financial Professional. She has been East Valley 
Family Services Executive Director since April 2024. Previously 
she was on the executive board as secretary for a year and is still 
on the board as a member. She has been working with East Valley 
Family Services for over 10 years as a donor and volunteer. She is 
also a dance fitness Instructor in her free time.   
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1d8HoDPT8kLPdvLBA
https://eastvalleyfamilyservices.org/
https://eastvalleyfamilyservices.org/
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East Valley Family Services delivers a wide range of social 
services and support aimed at empowering families in 
Southern Nevada, helping them to establish and sustain their 
health, responsibility, and self-sufficiency. Programs focus on 
essential areas such as mental and physical health, financial 
literacy, education, and employment resources, ensuring that 
families have the tools they need to thrive in their 
communities. 
 
Their programs include a Family Resource Center, a Peer 
Parent Program (parents who guide other parents through the 
CPS system to help them successfully reunite with their 
children), a Senior Respite program to help older people and 
people with disabilities, along with their families and 
caregivers, to find services and resources to keep living well 
and independently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A copy of her slide presentation is attached below. 
 
Thanks, Shelley, for a very timely, information 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 



























EAST VALLEY FAMILY SERVICES

Shelly Juarez
Executive Director



MISSION 
STATEMENT

We provide Services and Support for all Walks of 
Life in Southern Nevada Communities to Become 
& Remain Healthy, Responsible, and Self-
Sufficient



VISION 
STATEMENT

To be the Leading Force in Fostering Healthy, 
Responsible, & Self-Sufficient Communities in Southern 
Nevada by Promising Comprehensive Support & 
Services to Families in Need



Strengths Weakness Opportunities Threats

Teamwork Limited Funding Funding Opportunities Receiving 
Funds on 
time

Communication Staff Burnout Collaborating with 
Other Non-Profits-

Location/Bus

Partnerships Volunteers Demographic 
Changes

Closing



PROGRAMS & 
SERVICES

Family Resource 
Center

The Family Resource Center 
delivers services that promote 
self-esteem, Build confidence 

and encourage well-being

Peer Parent

Peer Parent advocates are 
parents who have been 

involved with Child Protective 
Services (CPS) and/or 
Department of Family 

Services in their past and had 
their child(ren) removed from 

their custody

Senior Respite
The Senior Respite program is 
for those over the age of 55 
and is the Primary caregiver 

for a relative’s child(ren)



Family Resource Center

Drivers License and/or ID, TAM cards, Alcohol Cards, Health Cards, 
and Birth Certificates

Utility bills, Food Pantry-TFAP program through Three Square

Gift cards, Bus Passes, School Supplies, Baby Items, Hygiene kits, 
adult/child diapers, Feminine Products, & baby items

Adopt-A-Family-yearly event



Peer Parent
Advocates for 
Parents to get 

back their 
child(ren)

Goes to Drug 
Court on the 
Clients behalf

8-week 
Parenting 

classes

Reunification 
party every 

June @ Dave & 
Busters

Bus 
Passes/Client 

Assistance



SENIOR RESPITE
AFTER 

SCHOOL/SUMMER 
ACTIVITIES

GOLDEN 
GROCERIES-1ST 
FRIDAY OF THE 

MONTH

WALMART-
GROCERIES 

MONTHLY TO HELP 
SUPPLEMENT

BUS PASSES MONTHLY 
ACTIVITIES YEARLY TEA PARTY



Our Goals & Needs We are always 
looking for volunteers

Donations for the 
programs we offer

Gift cards/Bus passes



Who I am

I am a native of Las Vegas, NV. I have my bachelor’s & master’s degree 
in accounting. I also have my master’s degree in business. I have mostly 
worked in the accounting field for various fields (Construction, Real 
Estate, CPA, H&R Block doing taxes). In my free time I am a Realtor & 
Licensed Financial Professional. I have been East Valley Family Services 
Executive Director since April 2024. Previously I was on the executive 
board as secretary for a year. I am still on the board as a member. I have 
been working with East Valley Family Services for over 10 years as a 
donor and volunteer. 
I enjoy Mixxedfit as a Level 2 dance fitness Instructor in my free time.  I 
also love being around my fur babies (2) cats & (2) dogs. I enjoy relaxing 
and watching movies. I donate monthly to ASPCA for over 5 years. 



Questions
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