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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

10/6/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Fred Fukumoto 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:  “Rotated” around 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas – (the newsletter is posted each week  
                                                      on our website and on our Facebook page.)  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jorge Cruz and his son joined us today from Mexico City.  Jorge is an attorney and a 
member of the Rotary Club Valle, and his son, also named Jorge, is a business owner 
and a member of the Rotary Club Gustavo A. Madero-Temeyac. They exchanged banners 
and presented Pres. Rebecca with a very fancy sombrero and serape. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/8QxyLY8FHjuN5YJ2A
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.facebook.com/cr.valledemexico/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577163404672
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Greg Ferrante joined us today as a guest of Jack  
Woodcock.  They have been friends for over 30 years 
and Greg is also from North Carolina (Surf City, 
according toe Jack).  He is a member of the 
Downtown Rotary Club. He is the EVP Network 
Operations for USPBX Business Communications. 
His company provides cloud-based, feature-rich Las 
Vegas VoIP phone systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Tony Allen also joined us today as a guest of Jack 
Woodcock.  He is a recent transplant of two years 
from Atlanta, GA and is VP Business Development for 
USPBX. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.downtownlasvegasrotary.org/
https://uspbx.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Rebecca announced that the Las Vegas Rotary Club has invited all local Rotarians to participate in 
the “Rotary Park Clean Up Day” on 10/18/25.  Details can be found in the attached flyer. 
 
Eric Colvin announced the winners of the Sunday Night Football game (your newsletter editor waited to 
publish the newsletter until after the Monday Night Football game ended so the MNF scores are also 
included below). 

Patriots-Bills - SNF 
Bruce MacKenzie  1st quarter 
Karen Strawn   2nd quarter 
Bruce MacKenzie  3rd quarter 
Bruce MacKenzie  4th quarter 
 
Chiefs-Jaguars - MNF 
Yvonne Hall   1st quarter  
Dave Thaler   2nd quarter 
Mike Rogers   3rd quarter 
Eric Colvin   4th quarter 

 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that Shaun Ochsner, who is a frequent visitor to our club, has submitted 
an application for membership.  He is being sponsored by Amber Fuhriman. 
 
Keith Thomas announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. He said he met with the Deputy 
City Manager (who is a past president of the Mesquite Rotary Club) and he is connecting us with the 
City’s Parks Director and others to set up a meeting. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that he was working on a Club Bowling night to be held in Boulder City on 
November 8th. He also mentioned that it is a family friendly event - so bring your children and 
grandchildren. Pres. Rebecca sadly concluded that because of the November 8th date that perhaps this 
bowling event would not also be a costume party. Karl confirmed that it was not going to be a costume 
party and that Pres. Rebecca might be the only person in costume. He also mentioned that there would be 
a wine walk in Boulder City earlier that day and then the bowling event at 2 PM, for those interested. Sign 
up in the red book. 
 
Jeanne Radde announced that Kelli Gaines from the Nevada Subcontractors Association, who was our 
speaker on 9/15/25 has invited us to tour the new Southern Nevada Trades High School.  Tours are available 
M-TH, 9:30 to 12:30.  Contact Jeanne if you are interested. 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this Rotary year.   

1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores and juniors to be held 
December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Greg Mottau 
as soon as possible.  

2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 2026.  If you have children 
that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   

3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  Those interested will 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  Essay needs to be at least 1,000 
words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   

4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write a speech using the 4-
Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs to be at least 6 
minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If 
you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Fred Fukumoto was asked about his recent absences.  He said they just returned from a cruise in Canada 
where they visited Montreal, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and France (ok, not the big France, but a French-
owned island called St. Pierre.).  He said Americans are still welcome in Canada.  He also said they 
stopped in Chicago on the way home and visited the church where he and Gwen were married.  They also 
visited the first apartment.  No fine was assessed once Pres. Rebecca found out that there may be a gift 
involved (see below).  
 
Eric Colvin made it back from his long journey on Route 66. Pres. Rebecca didn’t even mention it 
(perhaps she is waiting until later?)  Your newsletter editor heard that in total he went exactly 2,800 miles. 
He started on September 21st and returned to Las Vegas on October 3rd.  It was really quite the trek, and 
surprisingly there were many Europeans on the road.  He said he ended up with 39 T-shirts to make a quilt 
and countless stickers and magnets.  There is a lot of interesting country on the Route.  Here is a picture of 
their “libations” cooler from the trip… it was brand new when they got it in Chicago at a bar raffle.  
Actually, someone else won it in the raffle and since Eric and friends were going to buy one anyway, they 
offered to buy it from the winner who promptly said, “No way, but you can have it for free!”.  Pictures of 
all four sides of the cooler after the trip was over are in the pictures below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Pierre_and_Miquelon
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Fred Fukumoto said that on Prince Edward Island, they came across an artist who made a hand made pin 
just for Pres. Rebecca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amber Fuhriman said that she and Shaun spent the weekend in Ridgecrest where he was photographing 
a motorcycle race.  On the way home, they stopped in Yermo and visited the Calico Ghost Town where a 
ghost made a customized bracelet just for Pres. Rebecca. 
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Jeanne Radde said that Scott is working on a job in Lake Tahoe so she took the opportunity to spend a 
few days with him since she had never been to Lake Tahoe before.  One of the exciting things they did 
while there, was to take a gondola to the top of one of the mountains.  Not one of her favorite things to do, 
apparently, as she said that as soon as they came back down, she had to go in for therapy… retail therapy, 
that is.  And while recovering in one of the many retail stores, she found a really cool pair of red, white, 
and blue earrings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – After explaining the broken finger, bandaged elbow, black eye and bruised cheek Little 
Pete came home from the playground with a bloody nose., black eye, and torn clothing.  It was obvious 
he’d been in a bad fight and lost.  While his father was patching him up, he asked his son what happened. 
“Well, Dad,” said Pete, “I challenged Larry to a duel.  And, you know, I gave him his choice of weapons.”  
“Uh-huh”, said the father, “that seems fair.”  “I know, but I never thought he’d choose his sister 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Ken Cox was our winner today.  
   
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Our BFTP consists of pictures from the 12/7/96 Holiday Party.  Anyone know where it was held? 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2025-2026 calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/KDQwb4ARFkytdNbU6
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PROGRAM 
 
Katie Horn was our speaker today.  She is the Public 
Affairs Manager for the Southern Nevada Water Authority and Las 
Vegas Valley Water District. In this role, she oversees the 
organization’s policy-related initiatives, including the 
organization’s advisory committees, board processes, and other 
projects. She has been with the organization since 2005 and has 
supported several initiatives such as development code changes, 
water rate adjustments, and conservation programming.  
 
She is a graduate of the University of Redlands and also has a 
Masters in Public Administration from UNLV. 
 
She is a Las Vegas native and has been with the Water District for 
over 20 years. 
 

She made a great 
presentation (see her slide 
deck below) and best of all, answered some very hard questions 
from our inquisitive Rotarians. 
 
Thanks, Katie, for a very timely, information presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
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• RESTAURANTS

• FAMILY ATTRACTIONS 

• ZENDA MINING MUSEUM

• RV & TENT CAMPING

• CABIN, BUNKHOUSE & 
RV TRAILER RENTALS 







Katie Horn
Public Affairs Manager

WATER UPDATE



Regional Water System

Supporting:
• 2.3 million residents
• 41 million annual visitors
• Approx. 600 square miles (metropolitan area)
• $110 billion in Gross Domestic Product

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The regional water system includes major infrastructure:
Two drinking water treatment facilities
Three drinking water intakes
A water quality laboratory and research center
Pumping stations and major reservoirs
Transmission laterals




CONSERVATION
Incentives, Programs, 
Regulation and Pricing

INFRASTRUCTURE
Building and operating 

major facilities

WATER QUALITY
Maintaining and 

protecting water quality

STEWARDSHIP
Protecting 

environmental resources

WATER SUPPLY
PLANNING

Developing and managing 
regional water supplies

The Southern Nevada Water Authority is the regional agency responsible for 
maintaining Southern Nevada’s water resources.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
50 year water resource plan



WATER RESOURCES
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Las Vegas is the driest metropolitan area in the United States.
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Colorado River Groundwater

90%

10%

Las Vegas is nearly fully dependent on Colorado River resources.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The balance is local groundwater rights.



Colorado River 
water begins as 

precipitation in the 
Rocky Mountains, then 
makes a long, winding 
journey to Lake Mead.
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The Colorado River flows to Lake Powell, where 
7-9 million acre-feet is released to 

Lake Mead annually.

8



From Lake Mead, water is piped to one of 
two treatment facilities where it is treated with 

ozonation, filtration and chlorination.

River Mountains Water Treatment Facility

Alfred Merritt Smith 
Water Treatment 

Facility

9



40 percent of our water is used 
indoors, then captured, treated and 
returned to Lake Mead via  the Las 
Vegas Wash.

We recycle nearly all of the water 
used indoors, thereby extending the 
availability of our resources.
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The Colorado River is shared among seven states and the country of Mexico.

• 40 million people, including various 
urban populations

• 30 tribes
• 5 million acres of farmland
• Supports National Parks, wildlife 

refuges, recreation areas and 
monuments



Nevada receives the smallest share of Colorado River water.



Severe and sustained drought conditions continue to impact critical storage 
reserves in the Colorado River Basin.



Colorado River Inflows
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide Detail
Average annual Colorado River inflows since 1906 are 14.7 MAFY. These flows are much higher than over the most recent 24-year period, which saw average inflows of 12.5 MAFY. 
Even with a cool and wet 2023, Lake Mead and Lake Powell remain critically low and continued lake level declines are anticipated. 





Southern Nevada has spent 
decades preparing for 

drought to ensure the 
reliability of water supplies 

for Southern Nevada
Storing water supplies for the future

Working with partners & developing 
comprehensive plans to manage supplies

Incentives, programs, regulation & pricing

Constructing major facilities and asset management

WATER BANKING

RESOURCE PLANNING

CONSERVATION

INFRASTRUCTURE
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





875 ft. Intake

895 ft. Dead pool
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Infrastructure, such as Intake No. 3 – a 3-mile tunnel to the deepest area of Lake Mead 
– and Low Lake Level Pumping Station (L3PS), ensures Southern Nevada’s access to 
water despite declining lake levels.

17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Intake 1 at 1050'; Intake 2 at 1000'
Even at Deadpool, there is still about 2.5 million acre-feet of water above our intake.
While deadpool would be a disastrous situation, it does make us the most water-secure city in the Southwest.



Following a period of increasing 
water use, the SNWA Board 

established a new water 
conservation goal in 2021:

86 gallons per person per day.
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More adaptation strategies were needed in 2020.



No new golf courses

Golf course water budgets

Cool to warm season grass

Non-functional grass 

Park improvements

Large Water User Policy

Leak Resolution

Asset Management

Septic Conversion Program 86
GPCD

GRASS

NEW DEVELOPMENT

GOAL

Cooling Standards

Pool Standards

Limit new grass

Septic Standards

Cooling Rebates

Grass Rebates

Tree Incentives

Tree Canopy Investments

ADAPTATION

Conserving resources is a community effort.

EFFICIENCY
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When everyone contributes to conservation, we see the results.

New 
Conservation 

Goal Established



Since 2002, Southern Nevada has been able to reduce water use while its 
population grew.
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2025 Initiatives

• Continue Colorado River negotiations 
among the seven states

• Continue progress towards conservation 
goal

• Support and enhance existing SNWA 
conservation programs



Follow the watering schedule.
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Report water waste.

24



Remove nonfunctional grass.
25
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