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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

9/29/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds    
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:  Karl Maisner/Lori Clarke 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas – with the able assistance of awesome  

note-taker Pres. Rebecca (the newsletter is posted 
each week on our website and on our Facebook page.)  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Joining us today was Past District Governor Tom Novotny, Ken Cox, Dan Mitchell, 
and Duncan Lee, all from the West Club which is officially joining/merging with the 
Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club on 10/1/ 25. Welcome, welcome, welcome 
 
 
Tom                                                                                                                         Ken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan                                                                                             Duncan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dSuTtxYbUco2D26B8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
 
Shaun Ochsner joined us again a guest of Amber 
Fuhriman.  He is a Videographer · Video Producer 
· Freelance Video Editor · Freelance Photographer.  
Click here to check out his website to see what 
services he offers. Shaun was not in attendance last 
week when the president was handing out 
recognition “thank you’s” for all the work done on 
the SOAR AWARDS EVENT. Shaun received his 
“thank you” gift today for so graciously 
volunteering to be the official photographer and 
videographer for the Annual event honoring our 
First Responders from so many agencies. Shaun 
Ochsner, who is a regular guest of Amber 
Fuhriman, took a lot of pictures at the SOAR 
ceremony.  Here is a link to those pictures. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Tom Novotny kept the mic after being introduced and welcomed today and 
announced that today Past District Governor, John Chase of Boulder City Rotary 
Club is officially the new RI Director for our Zone 26. It is a great honor to have this 
position as it has not happened in our District since the 1970s. This is a very big deal 
and we all need to take a moment to congratulate John Chase on this impressive 
accomplishment. We will all look forward to more good works during his 
Directorship. 
 
Eric Colvin (in absentia) announced the winners of the Sunday Night Football game 
(your newsletter editor waited to publish the newsletter until after the Monday Night 
Football game ended so the MNF scores are included below). 

Packers-Cowboys - SNF 
Sammy Dong  1st quarter 
Timmy Dong  2nd quarter 
John Colvin  3rd quarter 
Yvonne Hall  4th quarter 
 
Bengals-Broncos - MNF 
Lori Clarke  1st quarter  
Rebecca Collett  2nd quarter 
Rebecca Collett  3rd quarter 
Timmy Dong  4th quarter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://inlandwestdigital.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/tl2wdstt1ynd50nhqymk9/ABwYmynBrnlq433DxgBHJ8A?rlkey=dm3j8uqin2p2ofuxr3mhg4mxz&st=qnwryvt8&dl=0
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Pres. Rebecca called on Tom Martin for an update on the recently held annual Southwest Rotary Gulf 
Outing this past weekend in Saint George, Utah. Tom announced that Friday was check-in and fun and 
games in the evening and then golf on Saturday (click here for pictures).  Saturday evening was another 
fun evening with pizza, libations, and more fun and games. Sky Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, 
regulation golf course surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and outstanding views of Zion National 
Park.    Tom shared that the weather driving up to St. George sounded very much like the weather we 
were experiencing here in Las Vegas. Terribly stormy. Plenty of rain and wind which concerned everyone 
about the gulf outing scheduled for the next day. But, the weather cleared and it was a beautiful day at the 
Hurricane Sky Mountain golf club. When asked about anything special like maybe any “hole in one” 
during that outing, Tom responded with “every stroke that day was remarkable”.  Ken Cox joineeveryone 
for the golf outing, as well. Gina Cox (Ken’s wife), Tom and Robin Novotny, and Keith and Sherrie 
Thomas were not able to join for golf but they showed up for the pizza and fun and games. Tom 
mentioned that it was an enjoyable event complete with adult beverages - before golfing and after golfing. 
Tom received a “thank you” envelope for coordinating the Golf outing. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karl Maisner announced that he was making his third attempt on a Club Bowling night to be held in 
Boulder City as before. on November 8th. He also mentioned that it is a family friendly event - so bring 
your children and grandchildren. Pres. Rebecca sadly concluded that because of the November 8th date 
that perhaps this bowling event would not also be a costume party. Karl confirmed that it was not going to 
be a costume party and that Pres. Rebecca might be the only person in costume. He also mentioned that 
there would be a wine walk in Boulder City earlier that day and then the bowling event at 2 PM, for those 
interested. 
 
 Greg Mottau shared a quick reminder that RYLA applications are out and once completed they should 
be forwarded to Greg directly to handle. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/jFjazxkGS5c744AB6
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Paul Gustilo announced that our first Happy Feet 
project of the year at William E. Ferron 
Elementary School was another successful event.   
Paul Gustilo was in a bike accident a couple of 
weeks ago, broke a couple of fingers and a couple 
of ribs, and still showed up with 4 huge boxes of 
shoes in his car which he undoubtedly had to load 
all by himself.  Click here for pictures and here to 
read the Happy Feet article that we sent to District 
5300 to be included in the District newsletter. 
Copies also attached below. 
When asked is someone might have an update, 
Bruce McKenzie shared that Paul’s new bride, 
Nancy, made his brand-new bike off limits for 
now. Bruce indicated that Paul has 3 cracked 
fingers and one cracked rib, as far as he knows.  
 
Pres. Rebecca announced that we are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. Because it looks like the Smith 
Center may not have a suitable location, we are looking at Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, the 
new Las Vegas City Hall Plaza, and other locations. 
 
Fred Fukumoto (In absentia) announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this Rotary 
year.   

1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores and juniors to be held 
December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Greg Mottau 
as soon as possible.  

2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 2026.  If you have children 
that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   

3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  Those interested will 
submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  Essay needs to be at least 1,000 
words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   

4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write a speech using the 4-
Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs to be at least 6 
minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If 
you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ferron+Elementary+School/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xf61e7f6851c958bd?sa=X&ved=1t:2428&ictx=111
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ferron+Elementary+School/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xf61e7f6851c958bd?sa=X&ved=1t:2428&ictx=111
https://photos.app.goo.gl/nndNLsn1GEFfoQuq9
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/20250925-article-for-highlighter.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Pres. Rebecca called upon Ron Reynolds to share information about his recent attendance at the GALA 
at the ARIA for the TRF Rise Up Foundation. Ron provided some history of the foundation which is being 
carried on by his “well-known son,  Dan Reynolds, plus other family members and band members of the 
Imagine Dragons that serve as directors of the organization.  Ron mentioned more than once, that he 
brought back some swag for Pres. Rebecca, which explains why he was not fined for attending this 
extravagant gala, which made the nightly news. Ron shared that Dan performed  Tyler Robinson's favorite 
song. Ron told us that the fundraiser was for pediatric cancer and that that evening, The Foundation was 
able to raise $2 million. Tyler Robinson passed away from cancer but his Foundation lives on. Ron said 
that he had been traveling and had to fly home to attend the gala but then retreated to his mountain cabin, 
up north, for some well-needed peace and quiet. 
 
Scott Baranoff was asked to share his recent travel experiences and he brought us up to date on the 
recently approved Philippine water project which our Club is partnering on with the Philippine club. Scott 
shared that he and his fiancée Marjorie, visited various different Rotary Clubs before they found the 
Rotary Club of Makati Das Martinas, that we will team up with on this international water project. You 
may recall that Teresa Deguzman, President of the Rotary club of Rotary Club of Makati visited our Club 
meeting with Scott and Marjorie a few weeks ago. We are looking into making the Philippine Club a 
Sister Club of ours with whatever paperwork that entails. This will be a new international project for our 
Club and we plan to continue our other water project in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. The advantage with this 
new project in the Philippines, is that there will be oversight via Scott and Marjorie, who will become 
Honorary Members at the Rotary Club of Makati Das Martinas, as they plan to return to the Philippines at 
the end of December. Scott received a “thank you” envelope for all his work on bringing this international 
project to our Club. 
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – “My Tinder bio says that I have a corner office with views of the entire city, drive a 
$500,000 vehicle, and that I’m paid to travel.  My dates never seem too happy when I tell them I’m a bus 
driver.” 
 
Scott Baranoff – Scott’s joke involved a colonel reviewing troops, a soldier with an embarrassing 
condition, another review, another embarrassing condition and then, finally, a clarification as to who was 
causing the embarrassing condition. You’ll have to fill in the blanks. 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
 Click here for last week’s BFTP.  The questions were where, when, and what was the significance of the 
frog.  The where is Vern Ratzlaff’s ranch in Utah, the when was June 4, 2010, and the occasion was dinner 
at Vern’s “cabin” by Zion National Park. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trf.org/event/record-breaking-night---2025-rise-up-gala
https://www.trf.org/event/record-breaking-night---2025-rise-up-gala
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4aEmCie6gNELAS859
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Ron Reynolds – Swag from the GALA he attended at the ARIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Krokower – visited Maine _ Moose necklace and Moose Syrup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau – Dreamcatcher necklace, Grand Canyon postcard, Grand Canyon tokens, ROADKILL 
CAFÉ coaster & postcard 
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Bruce Pope – St. George – found no jewelry to buy- brought home complimentary hotel St. George Map 
& Best Western plastic cups (must be taking a page from the Keith Thomas book of free gifting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Becky Dutro, our speaker, was our winner today.  
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 

 
PROGRAM 
 
Becky Dutro was our speaker today.  She has been with 
Nevada Taxpayers Association since early 2024 and was 
named President in June of this year. She is responsible for 
the day-to-day operations of the Association and 
membership coordination. She was the lead lobbyist for the 
Association and its members during this Legislative 
session.  
 
Prior to that, Becky was an employee of Clark County for 
over 30 years, including 20 years in the Clark County 
Treasurer’s office. She served as Assistant Treasurer for 10 
years in that office and is well versed in Nevada’s property 
tax structure.  During her tenure at Clark County, she 
worked closely with the Finance, Assessor and Recorder’s 
offices; Nevada Department of Taxation; as well as the 
Nevada Taxpayers Association. This experience has given 
her a well-rounded knowledge of tax issues in the State.  
 
Becky is originally from Minnesota but has been a Nevada 
resident for almost 40 years. She earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Accounting and Masters in Public 
Administration from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
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A copy of her slide presentation is attached below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 















Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

9/30/25 
 
 

For over twenty years, the Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest has worked with various 
elementary schools to put shoes on children.  The project, called “Happy Feet”, provides a great 
hands-on opportunity to serve our community and made the lives of young people just that much 
happier.  

Each month during the school year, and working with the school counselor, one grade is 
selected and the counselor measures each child’s feet and sends us the sizes.  We work with 
Skechers to buy the shoes and then on the selected day, Rotarians and other volunteers, show up 
and literally put the shoes on the children, making sure they are the right fit, etc.  Each child also 
receives two pairs of new socks. 

  Interactions with the children are heartwarming and they are always appreciative. It is 
not just the children who benefit, but the Rotarians and other volunteers all report that this 
project is one of the most fulfilling.  

For the past five years or so, we have been working exclusively with a Title 1 elementary 
school in an underprivileged area.  The school, William E. Ferron Elementary School, was 
named after an early Las Vegas pioneer who arrived in Las Vegas in 1915.  He was a pharmacist 
and a prominent Las Vegan who served as mayor and who was also a charter member of the Las 
Vegas Rotary Club. 

Follow us on our Facebook page or go to our website for newsletters, pictures, etc. 
Here are a couple of pictures from our Happy Feet project on 9/23/25, along with an 

historical picture of the first Rotary Club in Las Vegas (Mr. Ferron is front row center.) 
 

 
   

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Flasvegassouthwestrotary__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEH5C0lFC%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEA%2FGCXX%2BXUkdjVjPOwDn1bXguaT9YnfWIDSwGb43ZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lvswr.org%2F__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEElRqMEZ%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kwy7FoRedegvsv1sfiSd5l5kUHh3ckU4HFxy7JdLPF4%3D&reserved=0
https://photos.app.goo.gl/nndNLsn1GEFfoQuq9


ASSOCIATION PRESENTATION AND 2025 
LEGISLATIVE RECAP



Nevada Taxpayers Association –
who we are, what we do…..

• The NTA, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization founded in 1922, is one 
of Nevada’s premier research and advocacy groups committed to 
fostering a fair, equitable, and competitive tax climate for all taxpayers. 

• Membership driven – diverse mix of large and small businesses, 
individuals, other trade associations, and local governments and non-
profits; all united to the pursuit of advocating for sound fiscal and tax 
policies with in the State that benefit Nevada’s economy and its 
citizens. 

• NTA is not inherently opposed to raising taxes, broadening the tax base, 
or introducing new taxes. However, any proposed tax must identify the 
purpose, outline the expected outcomes, include measurable results, 
and following the guiding principles of good tax policy.



2025 Board of Directors 
Executive Committee

Joshua J. Hicks, Chair, McDonald Carano Law Offices 
Byron Williams, First Vice Chair, Southwest Gas

Anthony Ruiz, Second Vice Chair, NV Energy
John C. Gianoli, Secretary, First National Bank of Ely

Jennifer Lewis, Treasurer, Lewis Management Company

Directors
Nikki Bailey-Lundahl, Nevada Mining Association         Barbara Smith Campbell, The Ferraro Group         Timothy Cashman, The Cashman Companies
John Cmelak, Verizon                                                                  Riana Durrett, Durrett Law             Gregory T. Hafen II, Pahrump Utility Company 
Trevor Hayes, Caesars Entertainment                                 Kristina Kleist, HCA Healthcare                          Leighton Koehler, CleanSpark
Andrew MacKay, Nevada Franchised Auto Dealers       Piper Overstreet-White, Las Vegas Raiders             Terry Ryan, Apple     
Claude Sapp, Reno, NV                                                              Matthew J. Walker, The Howard Hughes Corp 

Emeritus
Debra Gallo, Las Vegas                                                   John R Gibson, Las Vegas                            Terry Graves, Las Vegas
M. Ken (Tim) Hafen, Pahrump                                       Berlyn D. Miller, Las Vegas                                Ann O’Connell, Las Vegas
Jack Stanko, Reno                                                              Tito Tiberti, Las Vegas                                            David Turner, Reno

President: Becky Dutro



Nta coNtiNued…..

• Serves as an important source of information to its members, both in 
terms of historical research and for current events.
• Resource publications including TaxFacts and Understanding Nevada Property 

Tax System
• E-briefs and newsletters
• Legislative Preview, Legislative Update, and Legislative recap
• Government Affairs role for small businesses
• Events and seminars

• Recognizes good government and contributions to Southern Nevada 
business
• Cashman Good Government Award
• Southern Nevada Free Enterprise Award – with Vegas Chamber & Southern 

Nevada Employers Association



Nta coNtiNued…..

• Monitors State and local fiscal issues
• State and local budgets
• Nevada Tax Commission, Nevada Department of Taxation, Interim Finance 

Committee, Legislative Committee, Committee on Local Government Finance

• Participates in Legislative Sessions
• Review of all tax and budget related bills, as well as those effecting the entire 

business community
• Working with Chambers and other trade associations on key business issues
• Lobbying on important issues
• End of session recap
• Continue review of Interim Committee work



2025 Legislative recap

• Session began with a budget as introduced that was unbalanced and had a 
structural deficit and ended with the record number of vetoes. 

• Decline of C-tax, gaming, and capped property tax means looking for other 
revenue sources

• Larger presence this session than past few years; testified on 12 bills – mainly 
to educate on the guiding principles of good tax policy

• NTA was monitoring almost 100 bills related to taxation and exemptions and 
major budget implications

• Key legislation that passed:
• AB 594 – changes filing due date of Sales & Use Tax from last day of the month to the 20th

of each month – passed
• AB 558 – Transfer of $350 million from Rainy Day Fund 
• SB 451 – Extension of Property Tax for LVMPD



2025 legislative recap (cont.)

• Bills that did not pass – watch list for interim & 2027 session 
• AJR 1 – Property Tax – reset of depreciation and tax cap abatement upon sale of 

property
• AB 453 & SB 431 – “Kitchen sink” of tax bills – Sales & Use Tax on digital good and 

digital advertising; L.E.T. tax on resale of event tickets and removal of exemption 
on Nevada profession sports team events; lowering of threshold for Commerce 
tax

• AB 362 & AB 457 – RPTT on sale of controlling interest & Commerce tax on 
aggregate of a “combined taxpayer” of real estate rentals – were combined and 
turned into an interim study

• AB 238 (Sony/Warner Bros/Howard Hughes - Summerlin Campus) Film & Motion 
Picture Tax Credits

• SB 220 (Birtcher Development/Gardner Associates- UNLV Henderson campus) –
Film & Motion Picture Tax Credits

• SB 412 – repeal of Excise Tax on bank branch offices
• Various bills related to tax exemptions, abatements, and credits.



2025 legislative recap (cont.)

• May 2025 Economic Forum projected a $191 million decrease in 
revenues for the 2025-2027 biennium

• Next meeting scheduled for December 8 
• Special Session?? 

• Rumor of November dates
• Governor’s Crime Bill, Affordable Housing Bill, and Economic 

Development Bill
• Medicare deficit – early projection was $20 million, expected to be higher
• Film Credit bills - only if there are the votes



NTA Membership Drive

• Membership based association – diversity and representation in 
major business industries and Statewide coverage

• Several different membership levels
• Benefits of membership
• Board of Director seats and Committee participants
• End of Year special – join in October – 2026 Membership;  

remainder of 2025 free including the Legislative Recap and reports 
from earlier this year. 



Contact Info – Q&A

• NTA – info@nevadataxpayers.org
• www.nevadataxpayers.org
• 702-457-8442

• Becky Dutro
• beckyd@nevadataxpayers.org
• 702-684-1655

•Questions ??

mailto:info@nevadataxpayers.org
http://www.nevadataxpayers.org/
http://www.nevadataxpayers.org/
mailto:beckyd@nevadataxpayers.org
mailto:beckyd@nevadataxpayers.org
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