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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

8/25/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:   None today 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None today (except for our speaker – see below). 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 
None today 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Tom Martin announced that the annual Southwest Rotary Golf Outing has been 
scheduled for September 26th and 27th, 2025.  This is for all level of golfers to just have 
a fun golf outing.  Long time golfers, occasional golfers, beginner golfers and those that 
only golf once a year.  Friday check-in at hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for 
dinner with a social gathering at the hotel with beverages, snacks and camaraderie from 
7:00 pm until…  Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel. Our golf tee times 
begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the hotel.  Sky 
Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course surrounded by beautiful red 
cliffs and outstanding views of Zion National Park.  See attached flyer for details. 
 
Eric Colvin (in absentia) announced that he still has a few squares left on the Sunday 
night football board and the Monday night football board.  Contact him as soon as 
possible if you still want to participate.  This is one of our biggest fundraisers for our 
youth projects.  There was some discussion about whether or not the Fukumoto family 
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should be allowed back on the boards, inasmuch as they pretty much swept all the 
money last year.  However, Fred reminded the club that he still has two grandsons in 
college so they will be back on the boards.  When they graduate, hopefully we will be 
invited to the graduation since we helped pay their way!  ������ 
 
Pres. Rebecca reminded everyone that: 
1. We are “Dark” next week for the Labor Day Holiday. Our next meeting will 
be on Monday, September 8th, and our speaker will be Amber Colbert from the 
Clark County Museum. 
2. Our first two Happy Feet projects of the year are scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 23rd, and Wednesday, November 5th.  Both days we will be starting at 8:00 
a.m. and should be done by 10:00 a.m.  We will again be at William E. Ferron 
Elementary School. 
3. The 25th annual S.O.A.R (Safety Officer Award Recognition) will be held at 
the Clark County chambers on September 15th at 8:00 a.m. beginning with coffee and 
conversation until 9:00 a.m.  Jordana Lane is the President of the planning 
committee and Jeanne Radde is the Vice President.  
4. We are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. Because it 
looks like the Smith Center may not have a suitable location, we are looking at 
Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, the new Las Vegas City Hall Plaza, and 
other locations. 
5. Joe Wittenwiler had invited the club members to a free event at the Ahern 
Hotel on Thursday, September 18th, from 3 to 7:30.  It will feature local small 
businesses, non-profits, kid-preneurs and performers including local celebrities, 
sports teams and surprise guests.  There will be a live DJ and performances and a 
raffle.  See details in the attached flyer. 

Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this 
Rotary year.   
1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores 
and juniors to be held December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please 
submit their names to Greg Mottau as soon as possible.  
2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 
2026.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   
3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  
Those interested will submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  
Essay needs to be at least 1,000 words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, 
by January 31, 2026.   
4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write 

a speech using the 4-Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs 
to be at least 6 minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 
12, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

 

https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/cultural_division/musuems/clark-county-museum
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/cultural_division/musuems/clark-county-museum
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
 
Joe Wittenwiler was recognized for his email advertisement for the event at the Ahern Hotel.  But since 
the event is free, no fine was assessed 
 
Doug Malan, former long-time Southwest Rotarian (and current honorary member) and club president 
2007-2008 was recognized $150 for his grandson’s great performance in the Little League World Series in 
Williamsport, PA.  Cache Malan’s team from Summerlin won the US championship but succumbed to the 
Taiwanese team in the International Championship game yesterday.  Luckily for Doug, honorary 
members, particularly past presidents who provided years of service to Southwest Rotary, are absolved of 
any fines.  Congratulations, Cache, on a super baseball year! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres. Rebecca said that we have 8 active women in our club.  However, since she and Melissa Brooks 
were the only ones in attendance today, she felt that the missing 6 should be fined $100 each.  They will, 
however, be able to plead their case if they wish at our next meeting. The missing members???  Here they 
are: 

Lori Clarke 
Amber Fuhriman 
Jordana Lane 
Troy Lochhead 
Raluca Petre 
Jeanne Radde 

 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
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JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Pres. Rebecca forgot to call on anybody for a joke today 
but since she emailed one to your newsletter editor a 
couple of days ago, he thought he had better include it or 
get fined.  Here it is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is the picture that Bruce Pope sent me a couple of weeks ago and which was in last week’s 
newsletter.  The question was to see if anybody can name all (or most) of the Southwest Rotarians in the 
picture, why they are all dressed identically, and approximately when it was taken. A larger picture is 
attached below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred Fukumoto was the first (and only) to identify them all correctly.  Going from left to right they are:  
Bryan Dziedziak, Pat Fitzgibbons, Charlie Mack, Don Zimmer, Vern Ratzlaff, Marshall Darnell, Jimmy 
Pettyjohn, Robbie Graham, Don Ashcroft, Tom Martin, Joanne Blystone, Howdy Wells, Bruce Pope, and 
Jack Woodcock.  Congratulations, Fred!  Now let’s see if Pres. Rebecca gives you a big prize. We think 
the picture was taken in the early 2000’s, apparently on a day when the club received new shirts???? 



5 
 

 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Frank Abbott since he recently returned from a 30-day trip to Europe and Africa, including a visit to 
Rome, Abidjan, Ivory Coast, South Africa, and other places. While in Rome, he obtained a 
commemorative coin featuring the new Catholic Pope.  Frank didn’t say whether he received it directly 
from the Pope or found it in a souvenir show.  Knowing Frank, he probably got it right from the man 
himself! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Michael Krokower was our winner today.  
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
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PROGRAM 
 

PDG Larry Skaggs was our speaker today.  He is a long time Rotarian 
and former member of the Green Valley Club.  He recently was 
instrumental in the establishment of the Henderson After Hours Club 
which meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.  On the 2nd 
Tuesday, they have a social evening which “rotates” to different 
locations.  He has been very active at the district level and served as 
District Governor 2014-2015. 
 
He was born in northern IL and grew up in the western Chicago 
suburbs. He began his lifetime of service by joining the Boy Scouts, 
where he attained the rank of Eagle Scout. In 1975, he was hired by the 
Aurora IL Police Dept. and during the course of his employment 
worked in nearly every division of the department. After a successful 
and enjoyable career, he retired as a Lieutenant in 2003. 
 
While working for the police department, he continued his education, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Criminal / Social Justice from Lewis University and a Master of Science degree in Public Service 
Administration from DePaul University in Chicago. 
 
He first joined Rotary as a member of the Rotary Club of Aurora Sunrise, serving for several years on the 
board of directors and he was named club president in 2001 - 2002. 
 
Upon retirement from the police department, Larry moved to Henderson, NV and worked for several 
years as a college instructor, mainly teaching Criminal Justice courses. 
 
Shortly after moving to Nevada, he joined the Rotary Club of Green Valley (Henderson). Since then he 
has been a regular member of the Board of Directors, he served as club president in 2009-2010, and has 
twice been named Rotarian of the Year. In addition to his active participation in club activities, he has 
edited the club newsletter and he established and still maintains the club's website. 
 
He has served on a number of different District 5300 committees, including being an Asst. Governor, and 
in 2008 he was selected as the GSE team leader to Australia. He became District Governor in 2014. 
 
Larry has been married to Vicki since 2003. He has 2 adult daughters (Andrea and Amy who live in IL), 
and a stepson (Brian) and three grandchildren who live in Las Vegas. 
 
He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Trauma Intervention Program of Southern Nevada 
and during the Christmas season he volunteers as a train engineer at the Opportunity Village Magical 
Forest in Las Vegas. He is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow (Vicki is also a PHF) and both of them are 
members of the Rotary Foundation Bequest Society and Benefactors. 
 
He is currently chairing the Rotary Rose Bowl Float Committee (for the second time).  
 
He spoke about the process of building the float from beginning to end.  Although they use a commercial 
float building company to build the float, they use volunteers to decorate it.  If you would like to 
participate, sign-ups begin on Saturday, September 6th at 8:00 a.m. PDT.  There is a $15 fee per decorator.  
Sign up at www.rotaryfloat.org. 
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The Rose Bowl Parade official theme is “The Magic in 
Teamwork”. And the theme for the Rotary Float is “Unite 
for Good”.  A rendering of the proposed float is shown 
here. 
 
For more information about the Rotary float, just scan 
the QR code or go to www.rotaryfloat.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary first had a Rose Parade float in 1927 and after missing 
some years, began entering a float every year now completing 
the 46th consecutive year. 
 
He said that it costs about $250,000 each year to build and 
decorate the float. 
 
We definitely learned a lot about a Rotary project that is 
considered the number one public image project for Rotary worldwide outside of Evanston. 
 
Great presentation, Larry!  Thanks so much to speaking to our club today. 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 



Southwest Rotary Golf Outing 
September 26 & 27 2025 

 
Sign up now for the dates of our golf outing in Southern Utah now.  Arrive 
at Settler’s Point Hotel, a Best Western Plus property, just north of St. 
George at exit 13 in Washington, Utah on September 26.  This is for all 
level of golfers to just have a fun golf outing.  Long time golfers, occasional 
golfers, beginner golfers and those that only golf once a year. 
 
Friday check in at hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for dinner with a 
social gathering at the hotel with beverages, snacks and camaraderie from 
7:00 pm until…, 
 
Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel.  Our golf tee times 
begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the 
hotel.  Sky Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course 
surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and outstanding views of Zion National 
Park. 
 
Saturday afternoon and evening, everyone meets back at hotel for light 
refreshments and followed by dinner at the hotel.  After dinner followed by 
socializing and fellowship. 
 
Sunday, breakfast and leisurely check out at your convenience and travel 
home. 
 
Settler’s Point Best Western Plus, 1294 E Hospitality Way, Washington, UT  
435-986-7788 Exit 13 north of St. George. Room rate $125.00 pls tax 
 
Sky Mountain Golf Course, 1030 North 2600 West, Hurricane, Utah 
 Tee times 10:00    Rate including cart $68.00 
 
Refreshments and Saturday dinner are a pass through and billed by the 
club. 
 
Please sign up in the three-ring binder at meeting or contact: 
 
Tom Martin res. 702-451-3753 or   cell 702-423-8191 
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