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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

8/18/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:   Karl Maisner 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Cynthia Hamada, who is an honorary member of our club and who is also a member 
of the South San Francisco Club, joined us today.  Cynthia retired after working for 30 
years for the City and County of San Francisco, most recently as a labor negotiator.  
She has been a big part of establishing our Interact Club.  She was accompanied today 
by her son Justin who volunteers at the Windmill Library chess club. Two years ago, 
the husband of then Southwest Rotarian Angela Domingo started coaching the rookie 
chess players at the Windmill Library.  Two supporters of Rotary Club of LV Southwest 
joined him. Since then, the Library has recruited High School students skilled in the 
game of Chess to teach and support participants. The Rookie Chess Club (Club) is held 
on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 3:30-5:00 pm.  If you're interested in volunteering or 
playing, you are welcome to come by and visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/nNS2PfQV4dUqk2AH9
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 
Jodi Blasquez joined us today as a guest of Joe Wittenwiler.  She has spent 20 years 
in event, project, and program management, as well as 
community development. She has worked with companies 
such as Pacific Gas and Electric, The Gap (Corporate), 
Shaklee International, and T. Rowe Price. She is also the 

VP of General 
Activities and 
Event Manager 
for all events of 
the Las Vegas 
Chapter of the 
Association of 
the United States Army (AUSA) in the Las 
Vegas area.  

 
 
Shaun Ochsner joined us a guest of Amber Fuhriman.  He is a Videographer · 
Video Producer · Freelance Video Editor · Freelance Photographer.  Click here to 
check out his website to see what services he offers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cecilia Heston joined us today as a guest of our speaker.  She is the Public 
Information Officer for the State of Nevada Secretary of State and is responsible for 
handling media inquiries, public records requests, press releases and social media for 
the agency.  She previously served in the communications department in the Office of 
Governor Steve Sisolak. She graduated from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Broadcast Journalism and Media Studies and worked as a 
Senior News Producer at a local news station in Las Vegas and also briefly served at 
the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington, D.C. 
as a congressional outreach and researching intern. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://ausa.org/
https://ausa.org/
https://ausa.org/
https://ausa.org/
https://inlandwestdigital.com/
https://www.nvsos.gov/sos
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Tom Martin announced that the annual Southwest Rotary Golf Outing has been scheduled for 
September 26th and 27th, 2025.  This is for all level of golfers to just have a fun golf outing.  Long time 
golfers, occasional golfers, beginner golfers and those that only golf once a year.  Friday check in at 
hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for dinner with a social gathering at the hotel with beverages, 
snacks and camaraderie from 7:00 pm until…  Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel. Our 
golf tee times begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the hotel.  Sky 
Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and 
outstanding views of Zion National Park.  See attached flyer for details. 

 
Paul Gustilo announced that we have our first two Happy Feet projects of the year scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 23rd, and Wednesday, November 5th.  Both days we will be starting at 8:00 a.m. and 
should be done by 10:00 a.m.  We will again be at William E. Ferron Elementary School. 
 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this Rotary year.   

1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores and juniors to be held 
December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Greg Mottau 
as soon as possible.  

2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 2026.  If you have children 
that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   

3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  Those interested will 
submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  Essay needs to be at least 1,000 
words and submitted to the Club, via Fred Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   

4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write a speech using the 4-
Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The speech needs to be at least 6 
minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If 
you have children who are interested, please contact Fred Fukumoto.   

5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will perform at the Club on 
February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, please contact Jeanne Radde.  And 
finally, 

6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-year scholarship to a 
Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to any current member of Rotary who 
wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  The scholarship application is available on the 
Club’s website and the deadline for the next application is April 1, 2026. 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
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Jeanne Radde announced that she is having a “wedding reception” 
at her home on September 6th. If you didn’t already receive her 
email, here are the “deets”:  “We are FINALLY celebrating our 
Elopement and it also happens to be Scott's 55th Birthday!! We 
have the pool and games along with the Taco Man. BYOB, I will 
have some, but if you have something you want to bring, we won't 
turn you away. ������� No gifts for the couple, but if you wanna do 
something for the Birthday Boy, go right ahead. Bring your 
swimming suit if you wanna float. We will have some games too. 
This is mainly an adult party (except for our grandkids). Please let 
me know if you can make as I will need a head count for the Taco 
Man.”  See more in the enclosed (and attached) flyer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres. Rebecca announced that there will be a multi-club social next Wednesday, August 20th, at 6:00 p.m.  
Contact Pres. Rebecca for location and more details.  District Governor Gilda Moshir and her executive 
team will be in attendance. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that the 25th annual S.O.A.R (Safety Officer Award Recognition) will be held 
at the Clark County chambers on September 15th at 8:00 a.m. beginning with coffee and conversation until 
9:00 a.m.  She is the President of the planning committee and Jeanne Radde is the Vice President. 
 
We are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click here for a 
fundraising letter with more information. Because it looks like the Smith Center may not have a suitable 
location, we are looking at Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, the new Las Vegas City Hall Plaza, 
and other locations. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today – no time. 
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – A guy walks up to the widow at her husband’s funeral and says “May I just say one word?”  
“Sure,” the widow replies.  “Plethora”.  The widow says, “Thanks, that means a lot.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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DRAWING 
 
Paul Gustilo was our winner today.  
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is a picture that Bruce Pope sent me last week.  As you know he and Beth recently moved 
and Bruce said he is still finding lost treasures like this picture.  Let’s see if anybody can name all (or 
most) of the Southwest Rotarians in the picture, why they are all dressed identically, and approximately 
when it was taken. A larger picture is attached below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
Michael Krokower spent the weekend in his old stomping grounds on the Monterey Peninsula and 
brought back a memento from his old club (butterflies are a club theme) and also a very cool pin he picked 
up at a wine tasting event.  He also said it was the start of Monterey Car Week, a week in August during 
which a number of car-related events are held in and around Monterey, California. It is globally 
recognized as one of the premier gatherings for auto enthusiasts, with auctions, rallies, races, 
competitions, and car shows all culminating in The Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monterey,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pebble_Beach_Concours_d%27Elegance
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Paul Gustilo, absent lo these many weeks, said that he and Nancy 
have been doing some traveling and made a trip to Chicago where 
he found a very cool Chicago key chain.  Then, on a recent trip to 
New York, they were stranded for a time in Nashville when there 
were flight interruptions so they made the best of it by touring 
Nashville and hitting all the music spots and found a very cool set 
of earrings.  They finally made it to NYC and he scored a Statue of 
Liberty lapel pin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau said that he and Sandi just returned from a 16-day road 
trip to Oregon where he met up with a fellow “Gonzaga” graduate who 
was celebrating his 80th birthday.  Greg said that when his friend was 
42 years old, he decided to make a change in his life so he entered the 
Catholic priesthood and has been a priest ever since.  Portland being 
the “Rose City” and Greg knowing a lot about jewelry (his dad was a 
jeweler), it was only appropriate that he would bring back a very 
special piece of “Rose” jewelry.” 
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Cynthia Hamada gifted Pres. Rebecca with a Rotary pin “Children of the World” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lori Clark recently spent some time in Wyoming with her dad, Gib Oswald, former Southwest Rotarian 
and a past-president.  She said that he is a “wood turner” and creates wood masterpieces, including a very 
cool bowl with a lid, that she brought back.  It is even signed on the bottom by Gib.  She also gifted Pres. 
Rebecca with a set of hand made earrings made by one of her clients. 
 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
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PROGRAM 
 

Francisco “Cisco” Aguilar serves as Nevada's Secretary of State.  
He was elected as Nevada Secretary of State in 2022 and assumed 
office on January 2, 2023.  
 
Prior to being elected, he served twelve years as General Counsel for 
Agassi Graf, the management company for Andre Agassi and 
Stefanie Graf, and the Andre Agassi Foundation for Education. In 
this role, he was responsible for communications and media, 
marketing and brand management, strategic partnerships, legal and 
government affairs. He also previously served as Special Counsel to 
the Chancellor of the Nevada System of Higher Education, Jim 
Rogers, and as a lawyer for the parent company of the Las Vegas and 
Reno NBC affiliates, KSNV Channel 3 and KRNV Channel 4, and 
15 other NBC affiliates.  
 
The Secretary combined his expertise in business and sports to launch a sports technology startup 
company, Blueprint Sports & Entertainment, connecting athletes and brands where they live and play. In 
recent years, Secretary Aguilar spent a year working at Adidas Global Headquarters in Herzogenaurach, 
Germany as a member of the Brand Sustainability team through a transatlantic Fellowship with the Robert 
Bosch Stiftung GmbH.   
 
Secretary Aguilar graduated from the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Science degree in finance 
and accounting, an MBA and Juris Doctor. At the University of Arizona, he was also elected to represent 
the more than 35,000 students as Student Body President. He is a member of the Nevada, California, and 
Arizona Bars.  
 

Secretary Aguilar is the Founding Chairman of Cristo Rey St. Viator 
College Preparatory High School. Cristo Rey serves students in one of 
Las Vegas’ most vulnerable neighborhoods, and provides an innovative 
work-study program designed to prepare them for future careers. 
Governors Jim Gibbons and Brian Sandoval appointed Secretary 
Aguilar to the Nevada Athletic Commission, which regulates boxing 
and mixed martial arts. He served on the Commission for eight years, 
two of which he served as Chairman. 
 
Thanks so much for your presentation today, Secretary Aguilar, and we 
particularly appreciate your willingness to take the time to answer a lot 
of tough questions from our club members.  When there are lots of 
questions, we know the speaker has accomplished what we wanted.  We 
love the willingness of our Nevada State leaders to meet and discuss 
what is happening at the highest levels of government.  There aren’t a 
lot of states where that happens.    
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We appreciated your focus on “modernization”, innovation”, and 
“transparency”.  We need that in our government. 
 
And thanks also for your dedication to Cristo Rey.  As pointed out 
in our meeting today, one of our recent scholarship winners, Joyce 
Calimag, is a CR graduate.  If she is indicative of the caliber of 
students there, then you are doing something right! 
 
Again, thanks for your presentation today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 



Southwest Rotary Golf Outing 
September 26 & 27 2025 

 
Sign up now for the dates of our golf outing in Southern Utah now.  Arrive 
at Settler’s Point Hotel, a Best Western Plus property, just north of St. 
George at exit 13 in Washington, Utah on September 26.  This is for all 
level of golfers to just have a fun golf outing.  Long time golfers, occasional 
golfers, beginner golfers and those that only golf once a year. 
 
Friday check in at hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for dinner with a 
social gathering at the hotel with beverages, snacks and camaraderie from 
7:00 pm until…, 
 
Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel.  Our golf tee times 
begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the 
hotel.  Sky Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course 
surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and outstanding views of Zion National 
Park. 
 
Saturday afternoon and evening, everyone meets back at hotel for light 
refreshments and followed by dinner at the hotel.  After dinner followed by 
socializing and fellowship. 
 
Sunday, breakfast and leisurely check out at your convenience and travel 
home. 
 
Settler’s Point Best Western Plus, 1294 E Hospitality Way, Washington, UT  
435-986-7788 Exit 13 north of St. George. Room rate $125.00 pls tax 
 
Sky Mountain Golf Course, 1030 North 2600 West, Hurricane, Utah 
 Tee times 10:00    Rate including cart $68.00 
 
Refreshments and Saturday dinner are a pass through and billed by the 
club. 
 
Please sign up in the three-ring binder at meeting or contact: 
 
Tom Martin res. 702-451-3753 or   cell 702-423-8191 
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