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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

8/11/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:   Lori Clarke 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Toni Kern, who is now the official Assistant 
Governor for our club (Bruce Mackenzie was 
previously assigned as our AG but everyone thought 
it prudent to swap our club with the North Las Vegas 
Club.)  She is a past president of the Las Vegas 
Rotary Club and is in her second year as an AG.  
Always good to welcome her to our club! 
 
Jerry Brown (no, not the former governor of the 
State of California) accompanied Toni Kern today.  
He is a member of the Rotary Club of South Gate, 
South Gate, California.  He is married to Toni and 
works in California from Tuesday through Friday 
and then returns to his home here in Las Vegas.  
Welcome, Jerry! 
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President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership-Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/pQrvxK4EBggBpaiG6
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://www.district5300.org/
http://www.ri.org
http://www.rotary.org
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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GUESTS 
 
Lorraine Vance joined us today as a guest of her 
father, Bob Busch.  She is from Bellingham, 
Washington and is in town to visit her dad.  She said 
she was so impressed by her visit to our club last 
February that she is now searching for a Rotary Club 
in her area to join.  Welcome again, Lorraine, 
thanks for sharing your dad with us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Fred Fukumoto announced that the Club has many opportunities for youth this 
Rotary year.   
1. “RYLA” - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for high school sophomores 
and juniors to be held December 5-7, 2025.  If you have children that qualify, please 
submit their names to Greg Mottau as soon as possible.  
2. “TLC” Teen Leadership Camp for 8th graders to be held March 20-22, 
2026.  If you have children that qualify, please submit their names to Fred Fukumoto.   
3. George Hensel Essay Contest which is open to all high school students.  
Those interested will submit a essay on an ethical dilemma that has touched their life.  
Essay needs to be at least 1,000 words and submitted to the Club, via Fred 
Fukumoto, by January 31, 2026.   
4. Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest – open to all high school students who write 
a speech using the 4-Way test and this year’s Rotary theme of Unite for Good.  The 
speech needs to be at least 6 minutes but not longer than 8 minutes.  This year’s 
contest will be held on January 12, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, 
please contact Fred Fukumoto.   
5. Dan Stover Music Contest – open to all high school students who will 
perform at the Club on February 9, 2026.  If you have children who are interested, 
please contact Jeanne Radde.  And finally, 
6. Annual Scholarship- Each year for over 35 years, the Club has offered a 4-
year scholarship to a Clark County Nevada graduating senior who is not related to 
any current member of Rotary who wishes to attend a Nevada University or College.  
The scholarship application is available on the Club’s website and the deadline for 
the next application is April 1, 2026. 

Tom Martin announced that the annual Southwest Rotary Golf Outing has been scheduled for 
September 26th and 27th, 2025.  This is for all level of golfers to just have a fun golf outing.  Long time 
golfers, occasional golfers, beginner golfers and those that only golf once a year.  Friday check in at 
hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for dinner with a social gathering at the hotel with beverages, 
snacks and camaraderie from 7:00 pm until…  Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel. Our 

 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2026-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-June-2025.pdf
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golf tee times begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the hotel.  Sky 
Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and 
outstanding views of Zion National Park.  See attached flyer for details. 

 
Keith Thomas announced that he was notified by Paul Gustilo that we have our first two Happy Feet 
projects of the year scheduled for Tuesday, September 23rd, and Wednesday, November 5th.  Both days we 
will be starting at 8:00 a.m. and should be done by 10:00 a.m.  We will again be at William E. Ferron 
Elementary School. 
 
Our “Feed the Homeless on at Amazing Grace Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal was another fun and 
fulfilling event.  Click here for pictures. Thanks so much to Bruce MacKenzie, Bob Busch, Paul 
Gustilo, Michael Krokower, Tom and Donna Martin, Jeanne and Scott Willett, and Keith and 
Sherrie Thomas for all your help.  We prepared and served 60 meals.  For the history of our involvement 
with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 
 
We are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click here for a 
fundraising letter with more information. Because it looks like the Smith Center may not have a suitable 
location, we are looking at Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, the new Las Vegas City Hall Plaza, 
and other locations. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie said that he was notified last week that our club has received the Club Excellence 
Award from Rotary International!  Bruce then presented Pres. Rebecca with a nicely framed certificate. 
The Club Excellence Award (formerly the Rotary Citation) recognizes the hard work clubs do throughout 
the year and is the most important award for Clubs that achieve specific goals aligned with Rotary's action 
plan. These goals focus on strengthening Rotary, developing service projects, contributing to The Rotary 
Foundation, and increasing community awareness of Rotary.  Congratulations to all the members of 
Southwest Rotary for their great contributions in all forms which helped make this recognition happen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pres. Rebecca then asked if members of the club would be interested in a multi-club social on either 
August 27th or 29th.  Contact her for more details. 
 

http://www.christepiscopallv.org/
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
https://photos.app.goo.gl/VGoZhZtfWjPJfb847
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-Amazing-Grace-Ministry.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1129US1129&cs=0&sca_esv=81a4eb9d017737df&sxsrf=AE3TifPqTFCgOHyX0mm3vDxyBI5gQ8YjMA%3A1754952256244&q=The+Rotary+Foundation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7jqrO6oOPAxVHEkQIHYezHbAQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfDytc-Kg11y6bv7EjAEvFr2l6F0Uch3BtSXSt5RXUCBAsdQU42iLpOiqSnE2TMrxM7h_DwQSy0_g7E-wnPPszFYVvI_XGQMAVnmfBJ66F_emEx_sSRJuhKBwNts0D6Uaug3aytVUsExKeXz9A_Tmt6EyZoYCrEG7oG3Bf_8d2rcUzQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1VDKB_enUS1129US1129&cs=0&sca_esv=81a4eb9d017737df&sxsrf=AE3TifPqTFCgOHyX0mm3vDxyBI5gQ8YjMA%3A1754952256244&q=The+Rotary+Foundation&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7jqrO6oOPAxVHEkQIHYezHbAQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfDytc-Kg11y6bv7EjAEvFr2l6F0Uch3BtSXSt5RXUCBAsdQU42iLpOiqSnE2TMrxM7h_DwQSy0_g7E-wnPPszFYVvI_XGQMAVnmfBJ66F_emEx_sSRJuhKBwNts0D6Uaug3aytVUsExKeXz9A_Tmt6EyZoYCrEG7oG3Bf_8d2rcUzQ&csui=3
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Eric Colvin announced that the start of the football season is around the corner and he will again be using 
his famous “board” system to help raise funds for our club’s youth projects.  Last year, I think we raised 
around $9,000.  He will be putting out a notice when he is ready to take numbers for the board. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Keith Thomas and Fred Fukumoto were both presented with Lawry’s Gift Cards for having been 
recognized last week by our District visitors as “Impactful Catalysts” (see last week’s newsletter).  They 
both responded “Aw chucks...twarn’t nuthin”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin - Paddy and Mick worked together in Leeds and were both laid off. So, they went to the 
unemployment office. When asked his occupation Paddy answered Panty Stitcher. “I sew elastic onto 
ladies’ panties and thongs.” The clerk looked up Panty Stitcher on his computer and said that’s an 
unskilled job you can have $80 a week. Mick went in and when asked his occupation said “Diesel Fitter”. 
Since Diesel Fitter was a skilled job, he would be paid $160 a week. When Paddy found out how much 
Mick was getting, he went back to find out why. The clerk said “A Panty Sitcher is an unskilled job and a 
Diesel Fitter is a skilled job.”  “What skill” yelled Paddy, “I sew da elastic on da panties and thongs and 
Mick puts them over his head and says ‘Yep, diesel fitter.’” 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Pres. Rebecca (who drew her own number) was our winner today.  
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/20250804-Las-Vegas-Southwest-Rotary-Newsletter.pdf
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is the picture album from our meeting on 8/16/99.  The program was presented by one of 
the Thunderbird pilots from Nellis Air Force Base.  Click here to see the pictures. 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
None today – no time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 
 

PROGRAM 
 

Karl Maisner introduced today’s speaker, Heather Engle, CEO of the 
Las Vegas Rescue Mission (as you may or may not know, each of our 
speakers this past year has been recognized with a donation made to the 
LVRM on the speaker’s behalf.)  When you click on the link in the first 
sentence and scroll to the bottom of the page, you will see that their 
website was created by none other than Karl! 
 
Heather is a native Nevadan, born in Elko, raised in Carson City, and 
educated at UNR.  She has been CEO at LVRM for 7 ½ years. 
 
As a nonprofit Christian organization, the Mission receives no 
government support, except for a small grant specifically for food. They 
rely solely upon the contributions and support of concerned individuals, 
churches, corporations and other organizations. The Mission provides 

services to all people without regard to race, color, creed, national 
origin, age, gender, religion or disability. 
 
Founded in 1970, the Las Vegas Rescue Mission (LVRM) started with 
a small storefront building that included the chapel, kitchen and a 
shelter that could house a few men. Today, LVRM campus takes up two 
city blocks in downtown Las Vegas, helping hundreds of men, women 
and their children daily, and provides approximately 30,000 meals each 
month.  
 
She spoke about the current efforts regarding their organization (see 
attached) and their capital campaign (also attached).   
 
They have volunteer shifts for their Community Dinner Service, Thrift 
Store Warehouse, and more. Individuals and groups are welcome. If 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Bw9gC8rCieET15Vh7
https://www.vegasrescue.org/
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you want to sign up a group or have a question, please contact Hannah Guenthoer @ 
volunteer@vegasrescue.org or call 702-382-1765.  
 
To create a profile and View/Sign up on their volunteer calendar, click here! All details of the shifts are 
provided here, along with the necessary waivers required for each volunteer to complete. 
 
Following her excellent presentation, Pres. Rebecca presented 
her with a check for $1,000. 
 
Congratulations, Heather, and thank you for your efforts in 
helping provide for those in our community who for whatever 
reason are unable to provide for themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 

https://lvrescuemission.volunteerhub.com/


Southwest Rotary Golf Outing 
September 26 & 27 2025 

 
Sign up now for the dates of our golf outing in Southern Utah now.  Arrive 
at Settler’s Point Hotel, a Best Western Plus property, just north of St. 
George at exit 13 in Washington, Utah on September 26.  This is for all 
level of golfers to just have a fun golf outing.  Long time golfers, occasional 
golfers, beginner golfers and those that only golf once a year. 
 
Friday check in at hotel.  On your own on Friday evening for dinner with a 
social gathering at the hotel with beverages, snacks and camaraderie from 
7:00 pm until…, 
 
Saturday morning is breakfast together at the hotel.  Our golf tee times 
begin at 10:00 at Sky Mountain Golf Course which is ten minutes from the 
hotel.  Sky Mountain GC is a beautiful 18-hole, regulation golf course 
surrounded by beautiful red cliffs and outstanding views of Zion National 
Park. 
 
Saturday afternoon and evening, everyone meets back at hotel for light 
refreshments and followed by dinner at the hotel.  After dinner followed by 
socializing and fellowship. 
 
Sunday, breakfast and leisurely check out at your convenience and travel 
home. 
 
Settler’s Point Best Western Plus, 1294 E Hospitality Way, Washington, UT  
435-986-7788 Exit 13 north of St. George. Room rate $125.00 pls tax 
 
Sky Mountain Golf Course, 1030 North 2600 West, Hurricane, Utah 
 Tee times 10:00    Rate including cart $68.00 
 
Refreshments and Saturday dinner are a pass through and billed by the 
club. 
 
Please sign up in the three-ring binder at meeting or contact: 
 
Tom Martin res. 702-451-3753 or   cell 702-423-8191 

















TRANSFORMING LIVES SINCE 1970



The Las Vegas Rescue Mission

 Our Mission: 
 The Las Vegas Rescue Mission exists to serve those in need through food, shelter, 

daily needs and addiction recovery, offering hope to individuals and families 
through Jesus Christ.

 Founded in 1970; started as small storefront offering food
 We are a Christian Ministry and pride ourselves on helping any and all 

who need it
 Primarily community / private funded



FEEDING THOSE IN NEED

Meals served 365 days a year
600+ meals/day | 18,000+ per month

Hot dinner for outside guests (community meal)
Everyone staying with us gets meals included

Most food is donated through the community
NO payment taken from guests for meal services



OVERNIGHT SHELTER
 201 shelter beds on property for men, women, and their children
 Only shelter that houses Single Father’s & Intact Families
 Worker Status Program

 90-day stay for those with a job, but unstable housing

 We help guests save up money to find affordable housing

 Case Management Program
 Assist all shelter guests with getting identification 

documents, assistance with legal issues, therapy

and get placed on affordable housing lists



ADDICTION RECOVERY

 6-12 month drug, alcohol & gambling rehabilitation program
 125 beds available
 ONLY on-demand treatment center in valley

 We don’t take insurance

 Work therapy program 
 Staff = Full time Pastor, Counselors, Case Managers,

and a Clinical Director to guide them
 AA, NA, GA classes held on property



COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE

 Available for those in need at our 
Thrift Store:
 New outfit, shoes & a hygiene kit for FREE

 Bread Pantry
 Emergency Food boxes (out of state ID)
 Diapers, formula, hygiene items 
 $50 furniture program (sofa, couch or 

chair + kitchen starter kit, delivered free)



THRIFT STORE

 Open to the public
 Tue-Sat: 9:30am-3:00pm
 GREAT deals daily!
 100% proceeds go directly 

back into the Mission



Blessings Beyond The Bright Lights

 $35M multi phase build
 New buildings for women & Children, Intact Families, 

Thrift Store, Intake, Admin, Chapel
 Updates for dining hall & other necessary 

buildings
 Upgrades to run solar power
 Naming rights available and looking for 

large donations to make it a reality



WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS

 We need volunteers each day to effectively run our services
 Volunteers are the HEART & SOUL of the Mission!
 Opportunities are available each day; 7 days/week
 All shifts are 2-4 hour increments
 Age minimum

14+ Thrift Store help
16+ Kitchen help



THANK YOU!
Questions? 

More information at:  VEGASRESCUE.ORG

Like & Follow us on social media!



L A S  V E G A S  R E S C U E  M I S S I O N
M A S T E R P L A N



OCTOBER 18, 2023
PROJECT # 2021139

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION OVERVIEW

A
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B
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F - OVERNIGHT & INTACT FAMILY

A - INTAKE/CLINIC/CHAPEL/ADMIN

•	SAFETY 
•	ACCOMODATION 
•	DIGNITY
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION RETAIL @ MAIN ENTRY
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION INTAKE -  CLINIC -  CHAPEL
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION WOMEN’S CENTER
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION OVERNIGHT & INTACT
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION EXISTING AERIAL
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LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION  -  MASTERPLAN
LAS VEGAS | NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESCUE MISSION PROPOSED AERIAL
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