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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

8/4/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Rebecca  
Invocation Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures.  
Mic duty:   None today 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 

 

VISITING ROTARIANS 
 

We were joined today by Gilda Moshir - District Governor for District 5300, and her 
executive team; Deb Parsley,  Exec AG and chief of staff for Southern Nevada and 
member of the Mesquite Club, Rebecca Fritz, Exec AG – SoNV and member of the 
Red Rock Club, Eric Threeton, Exec AG for our AG area and member of the Red 
Rock Club, Toni Kern – Area Governor for the West Club and member of the Las 
Vegas Club, and Gino Reyes, District Membership committee and member of the 
Vegas Verde Club.    
           Gilda Moshir                              Deb Parsley                         Rebecca Fritz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        Eric Threeton                                  Toni Kern                         Gino Reyes  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
President 

Rebecca Collett 
 

President Elect 
Jeanne Radde 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lori Clarke 

Immediate Past President 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 
Directors 

Amber Fuhriman 
Eric Colvin 

Jordana Lane 
Tom Martin 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Advisor 
  
 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 
Membership-Jordana Lane 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Eric Colvin 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/aSXUymYurUUGMDey8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.district5300.org/about/governor-biographies/
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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We were also joined today by members of the Las Vegas West Club; Tom Novotny – 
PDG and current president of the West Club accompanied by his wife, Robin, Lynn 
Purdue, Ken Cox, Daniel Mitchell, and Duncan Lee.  
 
Tom and Robin Novotny               Lynn Purdue                            Ken Cox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       Daniel Mitchell                                  Duncan Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Chow, Past District Governor (2022-2023) for 
District 5150, joined us today from the Rotary Club of 
South San Francisco.  Rotary District 5150 stretches 
across Marin, San Francisco and San Mateo counties of 
the San Francisco Bay area and has 45 clubs.  Gary is 
a retired health educator and is in town visiting 
Cynthia Hamada, our honorary member and helper 
with our Interact Club.   Welcome, Gary. 
 

Cynthia Hamada is also a 
member of the South San 
Francisco Club.  Cynthia 
retired after working for 30 
years for the City and County of San Francisco, most   

                                                   recently as a labor negotiator.  Welcome, Cynthia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://rotary5150.org/
https://rotaryofssf.org/
https://rotaryofssf.org/
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________ 
GUESTS 
 
Brad Stewart joined us as a guest of Keith Thomas.  He was in attendance 
to accept our recently approved donation for his “Student Literacy through a 
Reading Program for Special Education Students”. The goals of his reading 
initiative are: - To provide each student with 9-10 new, high-interest books to 
keep and enjoy at home - To foster a lifelong love of reading through 
exposure to a variety of genres and authors - To reduce screen time and 
promote focus and imagination through physical books - To support literacy 
growth in a population of students who often face academic challenges. We 
are proud to again support Brad in his student literacy program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Our “Feed the Homeless “last week on Wednesday at Amazing Grace Ministries at Christ Church 
Episcopal was another fun and fulfilling event.  Click here for pictures. Thanks so much to Bruce 
MacKenzie, Bob Busch, Paul Gustilo, Michael Krokower, Tom and Donna Martin, Jeanne and Scott 
Willett, and Keith and Sherrie Thomas for all your help.  We prepared and served 60 meals.  For the 
history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 
 
We are still working on our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click here for a 
fundraising letter with more information. Because it looks like the Smith Center may not have a suitable 
location, we are looking at Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, the new Las Vegas City Hall Plaza, 
and other locations. 

http://www.christepiscopallv.org/
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
https://photos.app.goo.gl/VGoZhZtfWjPJfb847
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-Amazing-Grace-Ministry.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INDUCTION CEREMONY – MICHAEL KROKOWER 
 

Michael Krokower was inducted today by our long-
time Rotarian, and permanent “inductor” Jack 
Woodcock.  Michael was previously a Rotarian in 
Pacific Grove, California for over thirty years where 
he said he held every position except president, 
including 10 years as sergeant at arms.  He moved 
here 5 years ago and is in the drapery business and 
works occasionally with his son who has a moving 
company.  
  
A complete copy of Jack’s induction speech is 

attached below. 
 
Following Jack’s program, DG Gilda made a special welcome speech with some special thoughts about 
what Rotary means to each of us. 
 
Welcome, Michael. We are delighted to welcome you into our Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://pgrotary.org/
https://pgrotary.org/
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RECOGNITIONS 
 
Pres. Rebecca turned the time over to DG Gilda for some special recognitions: 
 
Fred Fukumoto was recognized for all the work that he does behind the scenes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Keith Thomas was recognized as a “Catalyst” for his work on the newsletter and other areas in the club. 
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Lynn Purdue, Ken Cox, Daniel Mitchell, and Duncan Lee were recognized as “catalysts” for their club. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
None today – no time 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Keith Thomas was our winner today.  
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Last week, the question was “Who is in the pictures with Keith Thomas and what is significant about 
them as it relates to Rotary?” 
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The answer is that in the picture on the left, Keith is hobnobbing with Past Rotary International President 
Bill Boyd, who was member of the Rotary Club of Pakuranga, Auckland, New Zealand and who served as 
RI’s president in 2006-07, and in the picture on the right, Keith is hobnobbing with Sylvia Whitlock, of 
the Rotary Club of Duarte, California (in our own District 5300), who in 1987 became the first female 
Rotary club president in in the world.  
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Rebecca’s recommended gift is jewelry.)   
 
None today – no time. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 
 

PROGRAM 
 

Gilda Moshir - District 5300 Governor was our speaker today.  
Please check out the attached presentation slides which show the 
exciting things happening in the District and how we can all help 
in achieving her goals for the year.  She has hit the ground 
running and it looks like it will be a very interesting year. 
 
She is a Life Insurance Broker and prior to life insurance, ran a 
nursery school with a 70-year history in Pasadena. She 
immigrated to the US after the 1979 Revolution in Iran, when the 
monarchy was overthrown and has a degree in Social Ecology 
and Political Science from UC Irvine, and an Associate degree 
from Pasadena City College in Education.   
 
Shortly after graduation from UC Irvine, DG Gilda met her 
husband, Mehrdad, also Persian, who is an astrophysicist who 
worked for Caltech/JPL and now Aerospace Corporation.  They 
raised their 2 boys, in San Marino and now live in Pasadena near 
Huntington Gardens and Caltech.  On September 3rd, they 
celebrate 32 years of marriage.   
 
DG Gilda was inducted into San Marino Rotary in 2012 and served the club as its Membership Chair, 
Community Grants Chair, RYLA Chair, Mini Grants Chair, Barth Scholarships Chair and as a member of 
the club board and the Charities Board ultimately becoming club president in 2016-2017.   
 
She has been active in the community, from being involved in the PTA at Valentine Elementary School in 
San Marino to becoming Committee Chair of her boys’ Boy Scout Troop 359 in San Marino.  She and 
Mehrdad are proud parents of 2 Eagle Scouts.  She won the “Honorary Service Award” in 2008 from the 
PTA in San Marino and chaired a major fundraiser at Valentine not once but twice.  As her kids grew 

https://www.district5300.org/about/governor-biographies/
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older, she got involved in Rotary and other organizations, she was involved in the local Chamber of 
Commerce for over 10 years and served as President for South Pasadena Connections, a chapter of TEAM 
Referral Network. In 2022, DG Gilda founded Homayoun Language & Cultural Center (named after her 
father) to serve Persian families in the San Gabriel Valley teaching children the Persian language & culture 
of Iran.   
 
Thank you so much for a very informative presentation! 
 
Pres. Rebecca presented DG Gilda with our club banner, club pin, and a Certificate of Appreciation and 
let her know that a donation has been made in her name to the Las Vegas Rescue Mission. 
 
 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test conducted by Pres. Rebecca.  
 









TOGETHER. THAT IS WHEN HE JOINED ROTARY. ABOUT A YEAR LATER, HE 

OPENED HIS OWN BUSINESS MYKELS INTERIORS. KELLEY WAS AN 

INTERIOR DESIGNER. THEY DID CARPET, FLOORING, DRAPERY, AND 

UPHOLSTERY. THEY HAD THIS BUSINESS FOR 25 YEARS. HE STATES THAT 

ROTARY REALLY CONTRIBUTED TO HIS SUCCESS. ONE OF THE STANDOUT 

MEMORIES WAS WHEN HE AND KELLEY ADOPTED THE TWINS. THE CLUB 

GAVE THEM A SHOWER. HE DID NOT HAVE TO BUY DIAPERS FOR AT LEAST 

A YEAR. 

IN 2015, HE AND KELLEY GOT DIVORCED. SHE GOT MARRIED TO HER 

HIGH SCHOOL SWEETHEART AND THE TWINS WENT WITH HER TO 

MISSOURI. THEY HAVE DONE WELL. ROI IS A SOCIAL WORKER IN 

MISSOURI AND JESSE IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGIST DOING 

RESEARCH. HE IS VERY PROUD OF HIS BOYS. AFTER KELLEY LEFT, 

MICHAEL CLOSED HIS COMPANY AND WENT BACK TO WORK WITH 

GORDON CARPETS WITH HIS FRIEND SARA. HE HAD A 12 YEAR 

RELATIONSHIP WITH A GREAT LADY VICTORIA RIVERS WHO WAS 

FORMERLY MARRIED TO THE SINGER JOHNNY RIVERS. HE DECIDED TO RETIRE 

AND 5 

YEARS AGO HE MOVED TO VEGAS RIGHT BEFORE THE PANDEMIC. HE 

MOVED HERE WITH HIS SON AARON AND HIS WIFE LYNN. THEY RUN A 















Date� 

Ac..c<>e"'r 

Of\e.. +hou.s.a,-,d do\lo.r> .,_ ""/,"" -----









DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR 

CLUB VISITS 
2025 - 2026



What is NEW at the 
District?

Peace Builder 
Club/District

EnvironmentVocational Services Committee
• Rotary Means Business (3 events in 3 regions)
• Business Plan Competition (for Juniors & Seniors in 

High School)

Care for the Homeless 
Community



What is NEW at the 
District?

Community Services Committee
• ComeSeeWhatWeDo (3 years)
• EPIC Day Of Service
• Partnering with other clubs on service 

projects: library of projects district wide

RYLA 
• Open to 10th & 11th Graders
• Being held in December instead of 

March

TLC
Held in March instead of December



What is NEW at the 
District?

Membership Focus - Give Birth:
• Rotaract: Community or College Based
• Companion Clubs
• Inclusive Leadership 
• Membership Days
• New Clubs
• 4 Step Process to form clubs (North American 

Club Creation)

Essentials Training 
Offered all year by 

topic

Multi -District Conference 
Save the Date - April 24 -26, 2026
Gaylord Pacific Resort, San Diego

4 Districts 5300, 5320, 5330, 5340



What is NEW/CONTINUING at the 
District?

Mental Health Advocacy Committee 
Did you know you can invite them to speak at 

your club ?

Public Image Team:
• Webinars on social media “How To‘s”
• Website creation support
• Helping clubs promote their events thru 

social channels: FB/IG/YouTube

Vocational Training Team
Will continue its work to bring awareness 
to the human trafficking issue with a 
focus to educate students/faculty at 
schools

Historian
Share your stories for us to 

document & post on social media



Eaton Fire Victim Support
Continue our support for those who lost their 
homes/were displaced

What is CONTINUING at the 
District?

The Rotary Foundation
• Polio Plus Society - Give $100 each year for 

3 years or $300 once and earn a POLIO 
PLUS Challenge Coin - in our fight to END 
POLIO

• Become a 100% Paul Harris Club
• Participate in Rotary Direct
• End Polio Event in CA & NV



Gilda’s Goals & Vision:
• The 4 C’s

⚬ Camaraderie, Collaboration, Communication, Consistency

• The 3 We’s from Begin with WE
⚬ We own our mistakes
⚬ We pick each other up
⚬ We measure ourselves by our outcomes not activity

• Goals for next year
⚬ 15% growth across all District Programs
⚬ 15% growth in membership (that = 5 net members growth; and building 2 - 4 

new clubs)
⚬ Attend RLI  to increase engagement & retention
⚬ Attend Essentials  so you learn how to grow your club, public image etc
⚬ End Polio Event x 2, Foundation Gala in NV, Conference in CA, RMB x 2 in 3 

regions
⚬ TLC in March, RYLA in December



Rotary Club of LAS VEGAS SOUTHWEST
Founded October 27, 1965 (60 yrs)

#VEGASSTRONG - 

Known for what projects:
SOAR, Homeless, Vocational Services, Scholarships

We are also proud that we were the first Club in District 5300 to be declared a “100 Percent Paul Harris 
Fellowship Club”. Over the years, our Club members have donated 750 Paul Harris Fellowships totaling 

approximately $750,000.”

24-25 Foundation Giving 
Annual Fund: $1500, Polio Plus: 0 Endowment: $10K Donors 3

Membership: 39 members ; 9 honorary; 

Social Media:  website - Vocational page needs updating (old dates) 
International projects ongoing? 

FB: 2.4k followers; IG 3 followers, Linkedin X: 59 followers

Goals & 3 year action Plan:  Entered!



IMPACTFUL PLAYER BEHIND THE SCENES

FRED FUKUMOTO

Oversees all accounting, manages 
scholarships, budgets, investments



WHO IS THE CLUB CATALYST

AS WE ENVISION OUR FUTURE -  WE MUST LOOK FOR 
THAT CATALYST THAT SPARKS A NEW VISION  TO CARRY 

OUR LEGACY INTO THE DECADE AHEAD.   

THE CATALYST IS SOMEONE WHO SPARKS LASTING 
IMPACT.  THE PERSON WHO TAKES BOLD ACTION  TO 

LEAD AND BRING ENERGY INTO A CLUB AND THE 
COMMUNITY.  

THE PERSON WHO BECOMES THE DRIVING FORCE FOR 
PROGRESS

 



ROTARY CLUB OF LAS VEGAS SOUTHWEST CATALYST

KEITH THOMAS

CONTINUOUSLY FINDING NEW WAYS FOR OUR CLUB TO 
FLOURISH NEWSLETTERS, WEBSITE, PRESENTATIONS



MEMBERSHIP ATTRACTION - ENGAGEMENT -  RETENTION

You can’t have one without the other 
Attraction  -  set up an interesting program to invite to, ASK, follow up, find the 

people who want to serve, give back, find fellowship, community
Engagement  -  programs that are interesting, service projects that your 

members care about , sense of belonging, how welcoming we are
You do these you RETAIN  members  (RLI) RAGs & Rotary Fellowships

This year we are promoting: Giving Birth to Clubs
Rotaract (Community or College based) and Companion Clubs 

Schedule a Membership Day  each month/quarter and invite away -  make a big 
deal, promote, ASK, follow up

New Tools: Club Builder, North American Club Creation 4 step



Dennis Franklin
District Governor Elect

dennisfranklinrotary@gmail.com

Mike Driebe
Immediate Past 

District Governor
rotarymike24@gmail.com

Governor Line 

Karina Anderson
District Governor Nominee

Andersonkarina@gmail.com

Gilda Riazi Moshir
District Governor 25 - 26

gildarotary5300@gmail.com



 LAS VEGAS WEST ROTARY CLUB
Founded March 2, 1994 (31 yrs)

Known for what projects:
Supporting youth in 3 Title 1 Schools in Vegas

Participation in TLC/RYLA/ART FOR PEACE/ETHICS/SCHOLARSHIPS

24-25 Foundation Giving 
Annual Fund: $830, Polio Plus: 100  Donors 9; 

Membership: 17 members ; 10 honorary; 

Social Media:  
website - check some dates, logo while pretty (not compliant)

FB: 1.4k followers

Goals & 3 year action Plan:  Entered!



LAS VEGAS WEST CATALYSTS

LYNN PURDUE
KEN COX

DANIEL MITCHELL
DUNCAN LEE

They are the GLUE that keeps the club together
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