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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

6/16/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Bruce  
Rotary Thought/Pledge:  Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures) 
Mic duty:   Bruce Pope 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
Pres. Bruce began his 40th meeting (with only 1 more to 
go.) His last meeting as President will be June 30th.  He 
reminded everybody that we are dark next Monday, June 
23rd, because his DEBUNKING will be on Friday, June 
27th at 6:00 p.m. at Grape Street Café in Downtown 
Summerlin.  He is headed to Calgary on Friday for the 
International Convention and is supposed to be back in 
town on the 25th, so he should have plenty of time to rest 
up for the festivities.  
 
 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Jim Ludwick, President of the E-Club of Rotary 
District 5190 joined us again today.  He is passionate 
about fund raising for Polio Plus.  He lives here in Las 
Vegas but regularly does fundraising walks to raise 
awareness about Polio Plus.  He has hiked from 
Florence to Rome, the three islands of Malta, the 
Camino de Santiago and is planning another hike to 
raise money for Polio Plus and to End Polio. Click on 
the following link endpolio.jimludwick.com for more 
information and to donate. Also @jimludwick on 
Instagram/Bluesky and jimludwick.com (picture 
gallery).  
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
President 

Bruce MacKenzie 
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Rebecca Collett 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Jeanne Radde 

 

Directors 
Frank Abbott 
Lori Clarke 
Eric Colvin 

Fred Fukumoto 
Tom Martin 

 

Advisor 
Jordana Lane 

 
Executive Secretary 

Melissa Brooks 
 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 
Membership-Jordana Lane 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Lori Clarke 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
# 

 DONATE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/z8217ehr2UScgcKu8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://grapestreetdowntownsummerlin.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camino_de_Santiago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camino_de_Santiago
http://endpolio.jimludwick.com/
http://jimludwick.com/
http://www.district5300.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
https://www.lvswr.org/donate/
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Jim Camburn, formerly of the Summerlin Club, 
joined us today.  He is well known to our club and 
has visited many times.  More about Jim later.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adrienne Cox, former Southwest Rotarian, past 
president (2004-2005), and current honorary 
member joined us today.  Adrienne continues to 
support the club in many ways and is, in fact, 
joining us in Puerto Vallarta next February for our 
international water filter project.  We always love 
to have her visit.  After all, “It is all about her”.  
For all our new Rotarians, that was pretty much 
Adrienne’s mantra during her presidential year.  
Welcome, Adrienne! 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 
Michael Krokower joined us again. He was a 
Rotarian for about 30 years in Pacific Grove where 
he said he held every position except president.  He 
moved here 5 years ago and is looking at re-joining 
Rotary and is planning on submitting his application 
for membership in our club.  Welcome, Michael, 
wonderful news.  We are happy to see you again. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



3 
 

BB Cooper joined us again today for the fourth time.  She is a 10-year 
resident of Las Vegas and is a retired flight attendant with United 
Airlines.  She said she spent 10 years on domestic flights and 25 years on 
international assignments.  She announced that she is ready to submit her 
application for membership in our club.  We are happy you come back 
again and we were delighted to see you today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debbie Smith and her fiancé Dick Gluch joined us again as guests of 
Troy Lochhead and Fred Fukumoto. As you know, Debbie (who 

ironically said that she also used to work for 
United Airlines, just like BB) was looking for a 
way to memorialize her late husband and her 
friend, Jim Camburn, suggested that she 
create a scholarship in his name.  Jim 
recommended our club to help administer the 
scholarship.  Troy and Fred went to work and 
created the scholarship and we now have the 
first two recipients of the scholarship, both of 
whom were in attendance today, Ni Le and 
Malorie Schwartz.  Thank you so much, 
Debbie, for your generosity and 

congratulations to Ni and Malorie.  And thank you to Jim Camburn 
for the recommendation.       Ni just finished her first year at UNLV 
studying political science with her eye on law school down the line.  Malorie just finished her second year 
at UNR studying journalism and communications. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Bruce thanked Bruce Pope again for the beautiful leather purse he 
brought last week for Kim MacKenzie.  He also said that the 31 old badges 
that Bruce brought at the same time, only contained one badge with a name 
that he recognized.  He then called on Keith Thomas to come up and 
retrieve his old “savings and loan” badge.  
 
 
 
 
 
Pres. Bruce reminded everyone that Rebecca’s Presidential Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, June 21st at 
the Hilton at Lake Las Vegas.  For those that have been invited, click here for directions.  It will begin at 
9am and will include a continental breakfast and lunch for everyone. Rebecca mentioned “this is our time 
to meet and strategize about the upcoming year – what is working and what is not - and weigh in, share 
insights and bring in new ideas”.   
 
Pres. Bruce reminded everyone about our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th anniversary.  Click 
here for a fundraising letter with more information. Because it looks like the Smith Center may not have a 
suitable location, we are looking at Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, and other locations. 
 
Rebecca Collett announced that a client of hers has expressed a desire to donate the funds that it took to 
buy the gold for the Gold Raffle.  That’s $10,000 folks.  Wow!  Thanks so much, Rebecca. 
 
Pres. Bruce announced that the board of trustees of the Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest Foundation 
met earlier today and received recommendations for next years trustees.  The following Southwest 
Rotarians were then appointed for the terms indicated as follows: 
               Rebecca Collett - one year 
                Eric Colvin - 3 years   

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/laslkhf-hilton-lake-las-vegas-resort-and-spa/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-HH-LASLKHF&y_source=1_MTIyMDgwMS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/1610+Lake+Las+Vegas+Pkwy,+Henderson,+NV+89011/@36.1022356,-115.0141588,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c8d793b9f80777:0x5187661836fd0829!2m2!1d-114.9317577!2d36.1022638?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDUyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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                Jeanne Radde - one year               
                Sean Tanko - 2 years   
                Keith Thomas - 1 year   
The foundation board then selected officers to begin serving on 7/1/25 as follows: 
                 President -   Eric Colvin 
                 Vice-President -   Jeanne Radde 
                 Secretary -   Keith Thomas 
                 Treasurer -    Sean Tanko 

 
Pres. Bruce announced that past president Bryan Dziedziak is changing to honorary status on 7/1/26 
inasmuch as he is moving to Scottsdale to live full-time.  We will miss him and his long-time valuable 
contribution to our club but hope he will continue to visit whenever he can. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
None today. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
Tom – Mike and his wife Sara went to the state fair every year, and every year Mike would say, "Sara, I'd 
like to ride in that airplane.".... Sara always replied, "I know, Mike, but that airplane ride costs fifty 
dollars, and fifty dollars is fifty dollars." One year Mike and Sara went to the fair, and Mike said, "Sara, 
I'm eighty-five years old. If I don't ride that airplane, I might never get another chance." Sara replied, 
"Mike, that airplane ride costs fifty dollars, and fifty dollars is fifty dollars." The pilot overheard them and 
said, "Folks, I'll make you a deal. I'll take you both up for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire ride 
and not say one word, I won't charge you; but if you say one word, it's fifty dollars." Mike and Sara 
agreed, and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of twists and turns, rolls and dives, but not a word was 
spoken. He did all his tricks over again but still not a word. When they landed, the pilot turned to Mike 
and said, "My, my, I did everything I could think of to get you to yell out, but you didn't." Mike replied, 
"Well, I was gonna say something when Sara fell out, but fifty dollars is fifty dollars." 
 
Scott Baranoff – A newly married couple are arguing about how many children to have.  The bride says 
she wants three children, while the husband says two will be enough.  The argument gets extremely 
headed and eventually the husband says, “After our second child, I’ll just have a vasectomy.”  His wife 
replies, “Well then, I hope you’ll love the third one as if it was one of your own.” 
 
We are going to miss Scott’s jokes inasmuch as he is leaving in a few days to spend 2 or 3 months with 
Marjorie at their condo in Manila.  Enjoy your time there! 
 
Jordana Lane made a huge announcement.  She and Paul Ripa are getting married on July 4th!!!  
Congratulations, Jordana and Paul!  (Nice ring!!!!) 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
BB Cooper was our winner today. 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is the bulletin from 10/23/2000 (Bryan Dziedziak’s year.) 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Bruce suggests a picture or a postcard or some small memento 
from members’ travels.) 
 
Eric Colvin road tripped through Nevada with friends and brought back a plethora of memorabilia from 
every obscure little town in the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/20001023-ROTARY-BULLETIN-10-23-00.pdf
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The peripatetic Fred Fukumoto has been gallivanting around Europe, 
Holland, Belgium, London and also brought back a plethora of memorabilia.  
He also went to Edmunds, Washington to attend the high school graduation of 
his second oldest grandson and while there attended the local Rotary Club and 
brought back a coaster advertising their big beer fest fundraiser.  He also 
visited a local art gallery that is exhibiting various painting by his daughter, 
Lynn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Thomas attended the 170th anniversary of the establishment of the Old Mormon Fort on the corner 
of Washington and Las Vegas Boulevard.  It is the older remaining original structure in town.  He said that 
his wife’s great great uncle was in charge of the delegation sent down from Salt Lake City by Brigham 
Young to settle the area. Keith brought a post card and map of the Old Spanish Trail since the fort was on 
the OST. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.luxgloriaart.com/
https://parks.nv.gov/parks/old-las-vegas-mormon-fort
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Lori Clarke said that she and Andy went to a fancy Italian restaurant, Sorellina, in the far southwest part 
of the valley and brought back a cool postcard. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Woodcock said that he just returned from his annual pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. to meet with 
the Nevada delegation about all things real estate related.  Pres. Trump, unfortunately, was not able to 
attend but members of his retinue were in attendance.  Jack brought back a few postcards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR and 2025-2026 draft calendar - ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sorellinaitalian.com/
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PROGRAM 
 

Lori Clarke was our craft speaker today filling in for our schedule speaker, Yolanda King, who 
unfortunately came down with blood poising while in Hawaii and is in the hospital there.  Lori spoke 
about all things insurance.  Once again, our club members were full of questions and the time passed by 
way too quickly.  Thanks so much, Lori.  She had a few slides to accompany her presentation. See 
attached. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test. 















Lori Clarke 
Insurance



WHY DID THE 
INSURANCE AGENT 
BRING A LADDER TO 
WORK?
`



Because the market 
outlook was looking up-but 
the rates were still 
through the Roof



IN THE NEWS-
AUTO INSURANCE
AUTO Rate increases are beginning to ease, 
Rising 10% YOY in 2024  compared to a %15 
hike in 2023 as market conditions soften
Insurer profitability is improving and loss 
ratios are stabilizing enabling some carriers 
to pursue growth strategies and file for rate 
decreases or not file for increases at all



IN THE NEWS
HOME INSURANCE
HOMES  HOME INSURANCE PREMIUS HAVE 
BEEN RISING DUE TO FACTORS LIKE 
INCREASED REPAI COSTS AND NATURAL 
DISASTER.
DEDUCTIBLE SHIFTS-Deductible between 
$2500 and $5000 risen from 15.85% to 20% 
and those from $5000 to $10,000 increasing 
by $102%



Thank you
LORI CLARKE
702-843-5777
Lclarke1@farmersagent.com
loriclarkeinsurance@gmail.com



��������	��
����
������������������ ����������� ������ ��!"#�"$�%$$��"&������'()*+ ,-./010/2-�3-45����6789:;/<0=/>0�?.@-0��67AB: ;/<0=/>0�C@D/-E@=�����6FAG:H#IJ�KL$"�������'MNO+ H#IJ�%$$��"&������'NNP+H#IJ�QI"RST��$�������'OUO+ ������ ��V!W�!XX� �T#�W��������'((UP+YZ40/[;/<0=/>0�?.@-0�����67F\B: ;/<0=/>0�]Z-E=1/<@=�����67\̂ 9:S_̀�a�T�"�"&�KL$"���'(MNO+ H#IJ�!"#�"$�%$$��"&�'MPMU+�b"T��b"�'MN()+ cdef�ghijklh�minohlpq�rstuvswxyCz�?.@-0�6787\G:
{��	�
�����������r|}}�~��~��w��

���������� �����������	�������
�������������������������	���������{������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ¡¢£ �¤�¥�¡¦e§h�̈©ª�«¬«­ ®n§̄ °±
¦e§h�«²ª�«¬«­ ®n§̄ °±¦e§h�«³ª�«¬«­ ík̄°±¦e§h�²¬ª�«¬«­ ®n§̄ °±
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