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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

5/19/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Bruce  
Rotary Thought/Pledge:  Fred Fukumoto 
Photos: Tom Martin - see attached or click here for today’s 

pictures) 
Mic duty:   Roving 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
Pres. Bruce began his 36th meeting (with only 4 more to go).  Yes, I know, last week 
we said 37th meeting with 4 to go, but Pres. Bruce was apparently confused and/or 
looking over to his year finally being over???  He is also very lucky inasmuch as he 
said he normally goes to the Las Vegas Athletic Club to work out on Fridays and for 
some reason decided not to go last Friday and that was when the tragic shooting 
occurred at just about the exact time he would have been there. AND WELCOME 
BACK TO BOB BUSCH WHO JOINED US FOR A FEW MINUTES BEFORE 
THEMEETING.  KEEP GETTING BETTER!!! 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 

None 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUESTS 
 

BB Cooper joined us again today 
for the second time.  She is a 10-
year resident of Las Vegas and is 
a retired flight attendant with 
United Airlines.  She said she 
spent 10 years on domestic 
flights and 25 years on 
international assignments.  She 
came across our club on the 
internet and decided to join us 
and see what we do.  We are 

happy you come back again and we were delighted to see you today.  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
President 

Bruce MacKenzie 
 

Immediate Past President 
Joe Wittenwiler 

 

President Elect 
Rebecca Collett 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Jeanne Radde 

 

Directors 
Frank Abbott 
Lori Clarke 
Eric Colvin 

Fred Fukumoto 
Tom Martin 

 

Advisor 
Jordana Lane 

 
Executive Secretary 

Melissa Brooks 
 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Scott Baranoff 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Troy Lochhead 
Club Service-Tom Martin 
Membership-Jordana Lane 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Lori Clarke 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
# 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/L3JJD5HA11hGUGPG8
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
http://www.district5300.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Bruce referred members to the attached calendar for a full listing of meetings, 
events, etc., through the end of his Rotary year.  In particular he pointed out the 
following upcoming activities: 
Thu. 5/29/25  Gold Raffle at Ahern Luxury Boutique Hotel 
Sat. 6/14/25  Family Bowling at Boulder City Bowling Alley 
Sat. 6/21/25  Rebecca’s Presidential Retreat at Lake Las Vegas 
Fri. 6/27/25  Debunking 
 
Pres. Bruce announced that he attended the Las Vegas WON club a few days ago 
and the first person he was introduced to said, “Oh, do you know Joe Wittenwiler?”  
Then, the second person he was introduced to said, “Oh, do you know Joe 
Wittenwiler?”  Turns out they were Lyndon and Sherri Holdeman, long time friends 
of Joe who accompanied us on our first trip to Puerto Vallarta for the water filter 
project. Then, Pres. Bruce, said he was seated next to PDG Randy Pote, and when 
he tried to sell him a Gold Raffle ticket, Randy said, “Oh, I already bought one from 
Rebecca Collett!” 
 
Rebecca Collett announced the Gold Raffle on 5/29 at 
the Ahern Luxury Boutique Hotel and referenced the 
email she previously sent out to everybody.  More 
information can be found on our website. A copy of a 
brochure advertising the event is attached at the end of 
the newsletter and can be accessed on our website here.  
You can also find a one-minute video here and a two-
minute video here.  You can copy the links and share 
them with your friends, family, and on your social media 
accounts. See her or Melissa if you need more tickets to 
sell. Don’t forget, dress up “mobster” “flapper” or “old-
time Vegas.  Prize for the best “costume”.  She also said that she was looking for 
“Old Vegas”-themed stuff for the auction, whereupon Jack Woodcock announced 
that he would donate his pool table which has a storied Las Vegas provenance 
having been owned by Paul Chanin who was brought to Las Vegas by mobster Moe 
Dalitz and Kirk Kerkorian to build the Regency towers. There are apparently many 
stories about the pool table and those who played on the table. 
 
Rebecca also announced that her “Presidential retreat” has been scheduled for 
Saturday, June 21st, at the Hilton at Lake Las Vegas.  More details to come. 
 
Pres. Bruce reminded everyone about our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. Because it 
looks like the Smith Center may not have a suitable location, we are looking at 

Downtown Summerlin, T-Mobile Arena, and other locations. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that a date has been set for the Family Bowling Party.  It is Saturday, June 14th 
at the Boulder City Bowling Alley (apparently there is also a “Wine Walk” event going on in BC the same 
day.  Please let Karl know if you have interest in going or sign up in the book/ 
 

 

https://www.lvswr.org/news-events/gold-raffle-the-magic-of-rotary/
https://ahernhotel.com/
https://ahernhotel.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/TheMagicOfRotary_2025_FL_v2_%C6%92_PROOF.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/TheMagicOfRotary_2025_FL_v2_%C6%92_PROOF.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Gold-Short.mp4
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/goldv05.mp4
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/20250324-fundraising-letter.pdf
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Greg Mottau announced that he successfully obtained another grant…this time for $1,500.  The broker-
dealer that he dealt with, Jose (sp?), joined with other broker-dealers to form the second largest 
independent broker-dealer group in the country and in the process set up a foundation for charitable 
giving.  So, ask and ye shall receive!  Well done, Greg!!! 
 
Jack Woodcock was asked about the progress of rebuilding of the Spanish View Towers apartments that 
he was involved in and which when it was about 75% completed burned to the ground in June of 2023.  
He said that Martin-Harris is handling the reconstruction and they are looking at completion in the fall of 
2026 with a new name of Kaktus Life III. 
 
Jack also announced that the Firefly restaurant that he owned on Paradise was sold to the Boring 
Company for one of their stations.  Another station is being built on the site where the Gordon Biersch 
restaurant used to be located and which will have access to the Sphere. 
 
Pres. Bruce reminded everyone that we are dark next Monday in observance of the Memorial Day 
holiday. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
Pres. Bruce recognized Jordana Lane for her willingness to fill out the online information for the 
District Awards.  Everything can now be done online.   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin – “I can’t believe people don’t eat the crust, like, what the heck, it’s part of the food, it’s 
fantastic even if it doesn’t taste the same as the rest of the watermelon.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Rebecca Collett was our winner today. 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is an introduction to the namesake of Ferron Elementary School, where we have been 
carrying out our “Happy Feet” projects for many years. Click here to read about William Ewart Ferron and 
his early history in Las Vegas. Over the years, we have been too various elementary schools, Ruby 
Thomas ES, Dean Petersen ES, Richard Bryan ES, and others that I forget.  I have pictures going back to 
1997 but I’m sure we were doing it long before them. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Bruce suggests a picture or a postcard or some small memento 
from members’ travels.) 
 

https://trudevco.com/kaktus-life-iii-las-vegas-unanimously-approved/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/William-Ewart-Ferron-Bio.pdf
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Eric Colvin said that he missed the meeting last week because he was playing in the Children’s Discovery 
Museum Golf Tournament.   He didn’t say how he did but he 
did receive a “goody bag” which he gave to Pres. Bruce.  The 
contents included some definitely adult beverages and some 
cool swag. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greg Mottau spent some time in Sedona, AZ again with some friends and brought back a couple of 
postcards and an advertisement showing how inexpensive the houses are in that area. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Martin spent a few days in Corvallis, Oregon celebrating the life of his brother, Jim, and then spent 
some time in Eugene, Oregon, and brought back a couple of postcards. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mchenryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/james-martin-202/#!/Obituary
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Don Logan, President/COO of the Las Vegas Aviators was our speaker 
today.  He was introduced by  Southwest Rotarian Bruce Pope, who is a 
longtime friend.  Bruce took the opportunity to announce that he and 
Beth are selling their house and moving to the “Las Ventanas Retirement 
Community” in Summerlin.  
 
Don has spoken to our club on previous occasions and his presentations 
are always informative, delightful, and professional.  The Aviators are a 

class act and so is Don.  We 
appreciate his willingness to come to 
our club and share what is happening 
with the Aviators.  We also 
appreciated the fact that he not only 
brought a bunch of Aviator baseball 
caps but also brought a “goody bag” 
for the Gold Raffle which he presented to Rebecca Collett.  
 
He enters his 41st season with the Las Vegas professional baseball 
franchise. He possesses a vast background and knowledge of both the 
game of baseball and the Las Vegas sports scene and has been a part of 
Las Vegas’ two Pacific Coast 
League championship teams 
(1986, 1988). 

 
A native of Tonopah, Nevada, he began his career with the 
franchise as an account executive in 1984 and quickly moved up 
the front-office ladder. He became ticket manager in 1985, and a 
year later was promoted to assistant general manager. He held 
that position for the next four seasons before taking over as 
general manager in 1991. On January 3, 2000, Logan added the 
title of president to his responsibilities as general manager and 
remained in that role until June 3, 2013, when he was named 
President/COO of Summerlin Las Vegas Baseball Club LLC. 
 
During his tenure, he has earned respect not only as one of the 
most influential sports executives in Las Vegas, but in all of 
professional baseball. That respect has been recognized with 
countless honors, most notably as the first and only three-time 

https://www.milb.com/las-vegas
https://www.humangood.org/las-ventanas-at-summerlin
https://www.humangood.org/las-ventanas-at-summerlin
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winner of the Pacific Coast League’s Executive of the Year award 
(1992, 1998, 2018). He is also a two-time recipient of the Larry 
McPhail Promotional Trophy (1991, 1997), and in December 
2019, he was named Baseball America Minor League Executive of 
the Year. He has also served as the PCL’s Vice President and on the 
Joint Minor League Baseball Marketing Committee. As a one-time 
chairman of the PCL’s Executive Committee, Logan oversaw 
league operations and later served on the advisory board of PCL 
President Branch Rickey III. The Aviators franchise, on December 
2, 2021, was the recipient of the Baseball America Triple-A Bob 
Freitas Award. The Freitas award is given annually to the 
organization of the year at each level of the Minor Leagues. 
 
Under Don’s guidance and in partnership with the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA), the Las Vegas 
franchise has hosted dozens of Major League Baseball spring 
training games at Cashman Field and Las Vegas Ballpark. These 
“Big League Weekend” games have featured such Hall of Fame 

players as Las Vegas native Greg Maddux, Ken Griffey Jr. and the late Tony Gwynn, as well as perennial 
All-Stars Barry Bonds, Alex Rodriguez, Ichiro Suzuki, Sandy Alomar Jr. and Matt Kemp, to name a few. 
In part because of Big League Weekend’s success, the Oakland A’s elected to play their first six games of 
the 1996 season at Cashman Field, while their home stadium (the Oakland Alameda County Coliseum) 
was completing renovations. 
 
He also was instrumental in bringing the Triple-A World Series to Cashman Field for three years (1998-
2000), pitting the PCL champion against International League champion. He then worked with the MLB 
Players Association to host the "Big League Home Run Challenge” at Cashman Field. The nationally 
televised event (ESPN, ESPN2) took place each February from 2000-03. 
 
Despite a busy schedule, Don has found time to support many community projects, including serving on 
the Executive Committee of both the Las Vegas Bowl and 
Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame. Among the honors 
he’s received for his community work include: the 2007 
Chin's Humanitarian of the Year for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association of Southern Nevada; 2010 ESPN 
Sportsman of the Year, benefitting The Caring Place, a 
local nonprofit dedicated to easing the journey of those 
affected by cancer; 2018 Nevada Broadcasters 
Association and Foundation Community Achievement 
Award; and 2018 Free Enterprise Award presented by the 
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce to those who 
personify the entrepreneurial spirit and commitment to 
free enterprise in Southern Nevada and across the entire 
state. 
 
In conjunction with the Howard Hughes Corporation, he 
in October 2017 secured a naming-rights deal with the 
LVCVA for Las Vegas Ballpark, a new state-of-the-art 
Triple-A baseball stadium in Downtown Summerlin. 
After working for two decades to make the stadium a 
reality, Logan finally ushered in a new era for 
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professional baseball in Southern Nevada when Las Vegas Ballpark broke ground February 23, 2018. The 
venue officially opened its doors April 9, 2019, welcoming a sellout crowd of 11,036, and the Aviators 
would go on to lead all of Minor League Baseball in attendance in 2019. 
 
A 1981 graduate of Utah State and 2011 inductee into the Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame, Don has 
been married to his wife, Jennifer, for 25 years. He has one daughter, Adrienne. His daughter is married 
to Ryan Fitzgerald and they reside in Reno. 
 
Thanks so much, Don!!! 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test. 



AHERN BOUTIQUE HOTEL SHOWROOM
300 W. Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102

Raffles, Prizes, Games and more
Admission is FREE!



 • Back to School Shopping - Clothing and school supplies for “At Risk” children

 • Happy Feet - New shoes and socks provided at various “At Risk” schools

 • Feed the Homeless - Food, Clothing and Hygiene Kits are provided to persons in need

 • Opportunity Village’s Magical Forest - We sponsor “At Risk” elementary students to visit 
  Opportunity Village’s Magical Forest in November/December

 • Scholarships and Sponsorships:

• Dan Stover Music Competition - A contest for high school musicians to compete for a $5,000 Scholarship

  • Teen Leadership Camp (TLC) - Our Club sponsors middle school students to attend a fun and rewarding 
   leadership training program

  • Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) - Our Club sponsors high school students to attend a dynamic 
   leadership training program

  • 4 Way Speech Contest - High school students participate in Rotary’s annual 4-Way Test Speech contest to 
   compete for a $5,000 Scholarship

  • Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Scholarship - Our Club offers a 4-Year renewable scholarship of  $9,600 to 
   graduating seniors who attend a Nevada college or university

YOUR DONATION OF $100 IS ENTRY 
TO OUR GOLD RAFFLE*

Please join us to CELEBRATE OUR 60TH YEAR
and to support and honor our community!
Contact Rebecca Collett for more information and to purchase tickets 
for entry to win gold.

Phone: (702) 524.3976  •  Email: rccollett@hotmail.com

Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club is proud to support our local community projects such as:

*Attendance is not required to win.

YOUR DONATIONS WILL HELP OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS & PROGRAMS
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ēªh�¤°¦�§̈ §© g¢pei«¢£ēªh�¤¬¦�§̈ §© ¡nª«¢£
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