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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

4/7/25 
 

Conducting: Pres. Bruce  
Rotary Thought/Pledge:   Keith Thomas  
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures) 
Mic duty:   Rodney Hammond 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Guy and Jan Piersall attended today from the Pahrump 
Rotary Club. They work with Global Hope Network 
International who motto is “Bringing help and hope to the 
hidden and hurting.” Both grew up in Oregon, attended 
University of Oregon and are Duck fans! They lived in the 
Portland, OR area for thirty years being active in their 
careers, Jan as a teacher, Guy as a financial planner in 
insurance and investments and in church and community 
volunteer work.  After retiring in 2003, they moved to 
Pahrump, NV in 2004 for the sunshine, warmer and drier 
weather, and lower taxes.  In 2004 they also joined an 
international mission organization as volunteers doing 
development and promotional work in the U.S.A. and 
assisting with projects in Africa and Asia.  In January 2017, 
they joined Global Hope Network Intl (GHNI) as Partner 
Development staff in the Western USA, again as non-paid 
volunteers, and no expense account. They work with existing 
and potential new donors to assist them in partnering with 
GHNI projects and staff around the world. They travel 
primarily in the western USA and lead trips to visit overseas 
GHNI projects. If interested in a trip with them visit 
ghnitrips.org – they are going to be hiking Mt. Kilimanjaro 
later this year and would love to have you join them. See brochure attached.  They were 
accompanied today by representatives of GHNI – see “Guest Section” below. 
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Immediate Past President 
Joe Wittenwiler 

 

President Elect 
Rebecca Collett 
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Lori Clarke 
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Club Service-Tom Martin 
Membership-Jordana Lane 
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Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Lori Clarke 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check us out on our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
# 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vFTewd8ZaigkVQ7Z7
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://www.pvrotaryclub.org/
https://www.pvrotaryclub.org/
https://www.globalhopenetwork.org/
https://www.globalhopenetwork.org/
http://www.district5300.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://www.lvswr.org
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GUESTS 
 
Dr. Martins Atanda and Barrister Shade Atanda joined us today as guests of the 
Piersall’s.  They started the Zethar Al-Umma Foundation/GHNI partnership, and are 
the regional field leaders for GHNI in North West Nigeria and in West and Central 
Africa.  They live in Nigeria.  Martins holds a Doctoral degree in Global Leadership 
and Shade is an attorney-at -law called to the Nigerian Bar. in additional to being a 
lawyer, she also has a Masters in Social Work They both have been involved in 
humanitarian work in remote villages of North West Nigeria since the 1990s. 

 
 
 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Bruce referred members to the attached calendar for a full listing of meetings, 
events, etc., through the end of his Rotary year.  In particular he pointed out the 
following upcoming activities: 
Mon. 4/21/25  Dark for Easter 
Tues. 4/22/25  Happy Feet at Ferron Elementary at 8:00 a.m. 
Wed.  4/30/25  Feed the Homeless 
Wed. 5/7/25  Greenspokes at Scott Baranoff’s home 
Thu. 5/29/25  Gold Raffle at Ahern Luxury Boutique Hotel 
Sat. 6/14/25  Family Bowling at Boulder City Bowling Alley 
Fri. 6/27/25  Debunking 
 
Pres. Bruce announce the availability of “Rotary Passports” (see copy attached 
below and on our website here.)  PDG John Chase brought them to our attention 
when he was here last week.  They can be used as tools for our “Greenspokes” 
members to track their Rotary orientation.  The actual booklet is 3 ½” by 5” and is 
designed to fit neatly in your purse or pocket. 
 

Rebecca Collett made an announcement about the Gold Raffle on 5/29 at the Ahern Luxury Boutique 
Hotel and referenced the email she previously sent out to everybody.  More information can be found on 
our website. A copy of a brochure advertising the event is attached at the end of the newsletter and can be 
accessed on our website here.  You can also find a one-minute video here and a two-minute video here.  
You can copy the links and share them with your friends, family, and on your social media accounts. See 
her or Melissa if you need more tickets to sell. Don’t forget, dress up “mobster” “flapper” or “old-time 
Vegas.  Prize for the best “costume”. 

 

https://www.lvswr.org/news-events/gold-raffle-the-magic-of-rotary/
https://ahernhotel.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/rotary-passport.pdf
https://ahernhotel.com/
https://ahernhotel.com/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/TheMagicOfRotary_2025_FL_v2_%C6%92_PROOF.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/TheMagicOfRotary_2025_FL_v2_%C6%92_PROOF.pdf
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Gold-Short.mp4
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/goldv05.mp4
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Keith Thomas and Eric Colvin reminded everyone about our clock project to recognize our Club’s 60th 
anniversary.  Click here for a fundraising letter with more information. 
 
Pres. Bruce announced an “opportunity” for our club members.  Alex Popescu 
from Opportunity Village, who will be speaking at our meeting on April 14th, has 
invited us to participate in the Opportunity Village March Madness bracket 
contest. Visit www.SupportOV.org between March 1-20 to purchase a bracket for 
$50, or both the men’s and women’s brackets for $90.  Details can be found in 
the attached flyer or by simply clicking (ctrl+click) on the “Hoops Hoopla” 
image. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that a tentative date has been set for the Family 
Bowling Party.  It is Saturday, June 14th at the Boulder City Bowling Alley (apparently there is also a 
“wine appreciation” festival going on in BC the same day.  Please let him know if you have interest in 
going. 
 
Joe Wittenwiler announced that the Las Vegas After Hours Rotary club is sponsoring a “putt putt” contest 
on Thursday, April 24th at Angel Park Golf Club.  Check out the attached flyer which has all the details 
about registration, etc.  
 
Joe also announced that the Interact Club at A-Tech let him know 
the A-TECH MAVERICKS are planning their annual Runnin' for 
the House 5K Run & 1 Mile Family Fun Walk to benefit the 
Ronald McDonald House.  The date is Saturday, April 12, 2025, at 
Floyd Lamb Park. The race starts at 8:00 am. For registration 
information, click here, or visit the website, http://www.rmhlv.org 
or send an email to events@rmhlv.org. Registration includes 
red/white socks, a medal, a voucher for a McDonald's pancake 
breakfast, and other goodies. 
 
 
Tom Martin reported that the golf “party” last weekend at Greensprings Golf Course in Washington, Utah 
(St. George) was a lot of fun.  "Blank Slate" and munchies on Friday night.  Golf Saturday morning and 
"Catch Phrase" and pizza on Saturday night.  Ask a certain golfer about a mishap with a goose.  He teed 
off on Hole No. 2 and the ball soared right onto the green and was headed for the hole when a couple of 
geese decided to walk across the green and…well, you can guess what happened.  Click here for pictures. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/20250224-fundraising-letter-with-brochures-and-carson-city-clock.pdf
http://www.supportov.org/
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/uAFYmg?vid=1irpsn
http://www.rmhlv.org/
mailto:events@rmhlv.org
https://photos.app.goo.gl/mpgemeVgQF4oFKdXA
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/march-fundraising-events
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
Jeanne Radde was asked where she has been recently.  She said that she and Scott tied the knot in Red 
Rock Canyon on March 23rd and jetted off to Playa Del Carmen for their honeymoon. She said they also 
visited Cozumel, Cancun, Chichen Itza, and other exotic places.  Congratulations, Jeanne!!!  
 

 
 
 
Jordana Lane was asked about here whereabouts also.  She said she and her boyfriend just returned from 
10 days in Cabo San Lucas.  She said it was the longest consecutive days off she has had in 10 years.  
They left on a Wednesday and returned on a Saturday and while they were there, they celebrated her 
birthday.  She also said she returned just in time to resume her live as a soccer mom (as you all know, her 
daughter, Kaylee, is a superstar soccer player.)   
 
Keith Thomas was asked about the District 5300 Newsletter with our article about the Interact Club.  It 
was included with the newsletter a couple of weeks ago and is again attached for ready reference.  Pres. 
Bruce said that they have already completed the project referenced in the article 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff – John decided to go skiing with his buddy, Jack, so they loaded up John's minivan and 
headed north. After driving for a few hours, they got caught in a terrible blizzard, so they pulled into a 
nearby farm and asked the attractive lady who answered the door, if they could spend the night. "I realize 

https://www.dacdb.com/accounts/5300/Newsletter/0/Highlighter%2004-01-2025.pdf
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it's terrible weather out there and I have this huge house all to myself, but I'm recently widowed." she 
explained. "And I'm afraid the neighbors will talk if I let you stay in my house." "Don't worry." John said. 
"We'll be happy to sleep in the barn and if the weather breaks, we'll be gone at first light."  The lady 
agreed, and the two men found their way to the barn and settled in for the night. Come morning, the 
weather had cleared, and they got on their way and enjoyed a great weekend of skiing. But about nine 
months later, John got an unexpected letter from an attorney. It took him a few minutes to figure it out, but 
he finally determined that it was from the attorney of that attractive widow he had met on the skiing 
weekend.  He dropped in on his friend Keith and asked, "Keith, do you remember that good-looking 
widow from the farm we stayed at on our skiing holiday about 9 months ago?" "Yes, I do." said Keith. 
"Did you, er, happen to get up in the middle of the night, go up to the house and pay her a visit?"  "Well, 
um, yes!" Keith said, a little embarrassed about being found out, "I have to admit that I did." "And did you 
happen to give her my name instead of telling her your name?"  Keith's face turned beet red and he said, 
"Yeah, look, I'm sorry, buddy. I'm afraid I did. Why do you ask?" "Well, she just died and left me 
everything." 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Karl Maisner was our winner today. 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Bruce suggests a picture or a postcard or some small memento 
from members’ travels.) 
 
Jeanne Radde brought home a couple of refrigerator magnets from Cozumel and Playa Del Carmen 
(wait, wasn’t it Paul Gustilo who wanted magnets during his presidential year??  She must have been so 
preoccupied on her honeymoon that she forgot who our current President is?????) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Mottau was entertaining his daughter and grandson 
for 4 days and while they were here, they visited the Springs 
Preserve where he was able to find a few postcards. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.springspreserve.org/
https://www.springspreserve.org/
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Fred Fukumoto said he and Gwen went to Chicago to visit her brother and some of their old friends and 
while there apparently purloined some magazines from their hotel room.  He also said they have been 
decluttering recently and ran across a couple of albums of pictures; one from an Interact Club from 
Bonanza High School containing pictures from a medical mission trip to Mexico where they were 
accompanied by Fred Fukumoto and other members of Southwest Rotary.  Keith is going to scan the 
pictures and will post them next week.  The second album contains pictures from our club’s water cistern 
project in Xpujil (actually a little pueblo called Manuel Castilla Brito) - pictures also will be available next 
week.  In the meantime, the pictures that Keith took can be found here: 
 

Day 1 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/rkePT4b78grRvQ62A 
Day 2 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/sWPqyRiX3spjwxVx6 
Day 3 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/hf4QRxFxXGJhwTEr8 
Day 4 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/bqrAq2sVpi6yFKSw5 
Day 5 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/U84opiVE1X4mguWy7 
Day 6 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/sGL89ah6YHdtrHyK6 
Day 7 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/GAxCHxoCD631pZag6 
Day 8 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/iCyeDqkWwZb6pnEX6 
Day 9 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZrBnCKiUH3ym3FFt7 
Day 10 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/C6vWmbDCSSnVrsvs6 
Day 11 - https://photos.app.goo.gl/3nkWfasDHh227DPj7 
Chetumal club photographer pictures - https://photos.app.goo.gl/Y9vBBAG1P2bjX7En9 
Movies - https://photos.app.goo.gl/ASjKnqJGxW1xhs4e8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Today’s BFTP is an album of pictures from Aric Graham’s presidential retreat in May 2011.  Three 
questions:  Where was it held?  Where did we go for dinner?  Whose house is shown in the very last 
picture and where is the house located? 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/rkePT4b78grRvQ62A
https://photos.app.goo.gl/sWPqyRiX3spjwxVx6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/hf4QRxFxXGJhwTEr8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bqrAq2sVpi6yFKSw5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/U84opiVE1X4mguWy7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/sGL89ah6YHdtrHyK6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/GAxCHxoCD631pZag6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/iCyeDqkWwZb6pnEX6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZrBnCKiUH3ym3FFt7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/C6vWmbDCSSnVrsvs6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/3nkWfasDHh227DPj7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Y9vBBAG1P2bjX7En9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ASjKnqJGxW1xhs4e8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/43dJUTxNni2pVTy17
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
2024-2025 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW. 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Ryan Henson is the Director of Administration at HopeLink of Southern 
Nevada.  He is dedicated to strengthening the organization's development 
efforts, with a long-term vision of ensuring HopeLink is the leading provider 
for rental assistance in the state. His expertise spans nonprofit administration 
and management, donor engagement, grant procurement, and volunteer 
program management. 
 
HopeLink was founded in 1991 by Barbara Gomez and Pamela Erickson. 
Designated five years later by the State of Nevada as a full-service Family 
Resource Center, HopeLink operates in that capacity today in sites all over the 
Las Vegas valley. Providing expert case management, a complete base of 
referrals and in-house funding of assistance for clients in verified crisis, we provide turnkey assistance and 

services to the unreached and underserved including free classes in 
parenting, financial guidance, GED/HSE prep, nutrition and practical life 
skills to help move people out of poverty and into self-sufficiency. 
 
Among services provided are: 
emergency and inclement 
weather shelter, housing, 
supportive housing, community 
home rentals under the 
Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program, food pantry and 
nutrition programs, senior service 
programs, community resource 
fairs, family events and 
programs, free tax preparation 

services under the VITA program, holiday gift assistance and 
rent and utility assistance. All service and program recipients 
qualify based on verified need and require client accountability, 
documentation and mutual participation toward case 
management goals. 
 
Thanks so much for a great presentation, Ryan! 
 
A copy of his slide presentation is attached to the newsletter. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test. 

https://link2hope.org/
https://link2hope.org/


































AHERN BOUTIQUE HOTEL SHOWROOM
300 W. Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102

Raffles, Prizes, Games and more
Admission is FREE!



 • Back to School Shopping - Clothing and school supplies for “At Risk” children

 • Happy Feet - New shoes and socks provided at various “At Risk” schools

 • Feed the Homeless - Food, Clothing and Hygiene Kits are provided to persons in need

 • Opportunity Village’s Magical Forest - We sponsor “At Risk” elementary students to visit 
  Opportunity Village’s Magical Forest in November/December

 • Scholarships and Sponsorships:

• Dan Stover Music Competition - A contest for high school musicians to compete for a $5,000 Scholarship

  • Teen Leadership Camp (TLC) - Our Club sponsors middle school students to attend a fun and rewarding 
   leadership training program

  • Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) - Our Club sponsors high school students to attend a dynamic 
   leadership training program

  • 4 Way Speech Contest - High school students participate in Rotary’s annual 4-Way Test Speech contest to 
   compete for a $5,000 Scholarship

  • Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Scholarship - Our Club offers a 4-Year renewable scholarship of  $9,600 to 
   graduating seniors who attend a Nevada college or university

YOUR DONATION OF $100 IS ENTRY 
TO OUR GOLD RAFFLE*

Please join us to CELEBRATE OUR 60TH YEAR
and to support and honor our community!
Contact Rebecca Collett for more information and to purchase tickets 
for entry to win gold.

Phone: (702) 524.3976  •  Email: rccollett@hotmail.com

Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club is proud to support our local community projects such as:

*Attendance is not required to win.

YOUR DONATIONS WILL HELP OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS & PROGRAMS









 
 
 

Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest 
Article for District 5300 Highlighter 

3/25/25 
 
 
At a recent meeting we were joined by 

student and faculty representatives of the 
Advanced Technologies Academy Interact Club 
which is sponsored by Southwest Rotary. Those 
in attendance included the Assistant Principal, 
the Club Advisor (recently named the OSIT 
Southern Nevada STEM Teacher of the Year), 
and four Interact Club members.  They were in 
attendance to make a presentation about their 
annual service project and to begin their 
fundraising efforts.   

Their project is to raise funds to decorate hospital rooms for long term pediatric patients. 
The goal is to create a comforting environment for patients and their families during their time in 
medical care. Decor, bedding and toys go home with each patient. 

They will be working with the “Once Upon a Room” program at Sunrise Children’s 
Hospital which focuses on children in the hospital who are fighting serious, life threatening 
illnesses or acute trauma often resulting in permanent disabilities and months of medical 
treatment and extended outpatient care.  

The Interactors will be coordinating volunteers, raising funds, decorating rooms, 
restocking the Nourishment Center, running craft stations, drawing caricatures, room design and 
decorations. 

Their goal was to raise sufficient funds to 
decorate three rooms at a cost of $525 each.  
Following their very informative presentation 
(click here), Southwest Rotarians pledged enough 
money to completely cover the cost of their 
project.  Our club was happy to present them with 
a check for $1,605.   

Follow us on our Facebook page or go to 
our website for newsletters, pictures, etc. 

 

https://www.atech.org/
https://www.onceuponaroom.org/
https://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/20250203-interact-presentation.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Flasvegassouthwestrotary__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEH5C0lFC%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEA%2FGCXX%2BXUkdjVjPOwDn1bXguaT9YnfWIDSwGb43ZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lvswr.org%2F__%3B!!L-XJdkU!tWmZ0QeQ9c3OZKKlkZBOZIQ8qJlEdnk50N3cdGXgqVv-w2gqziseBEk9q0sM9Lh97gLPjtNmzIDet_9hAqeoEElRqMEZ%24&data=05%7C01%7Cpaul.gustilo%40swgas.com%7C95f13007f1bf40a7619f08db200c0468%7C2a9bf6a66083447cba3c9c468c3d1667%7C0%7C0%7C638139009620409002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kwy7FoRedegvsv1sfiSd5l5kUHh3ckU4HFxy7JdLPF4%3D&reserved=0
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