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VISITING ROTARIANS

Phil Kamugungunu visiting from the Rotary Club of Mbarara, Uganda. (Click
here for their Facebook page.) Phil’s classification is Farming Services and he is
in town to drop off his youngest daughter at UNLV where she will be studying for
her “LLM” degree. Interesting fact about Phil is that he and his wife have 6
children, including two sets of twins!

Mike and Patricia Chapman visiting from the Rotary Club of Duvall,
Washington. Duvall is home to lots of Microsoft employees since Microsoft’s
home is not too far away. Patricia is club director and International Chair and her
classification is “Woman of a Beautiful Age” (which she says is an actual
classification created especially for her.) Check it out on Facebook at
@WomenofABeautifulAge. Mike’s classification is “ocean engineering” and he
owns a company in Duvall.

Linda Lee Lundgren visiting from the Green Valley Rotary Club. Linda’s
classification is (ok, my notes aren’t very good here but I think it had to do with
postal services but I could be wrong as | am known to be from time to time!). She
and Rebecca Collett both attended last Saturday’s Rotary training and Rebecca
convinced her that she needed to visit the greatest Rotary Club in the world. And
she did!
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SERVICE ABOVE SELF

The Object of Rotary

THE OBJECT of Rotary is to encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST The development of acquaintance
as an opportunity for service;

SECOND High ethical standards in business and
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through
aworld fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service

The Four-Way Test

OF THE THINGS we think, say, or do:
1) Isitthe TRUTH?
2) Isit FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotarian Code of Conduct

The following code of conduct has been adopted for
the use of Rotarians:

AS AROTARIAN, | will

1) Act with integrity and high ethical standards
in my personal and professional life

2) Deal fairly with others and treat them and their
occupations with respect

3) Use my professional skills through Rotary to:
mentor young people, help those with special
needs, and improve people’s quality of life in
my community and in the world

4) Avoid behavior that reflects adversely
on Rotary or other Rotarians

GUESTS

None.

ROTARY REGALIA

Everyone was appropriated pinned and attired and Pepe Charles was even
wearing a Rotary cap!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pres. Karl reminded the club that we won’t be meeting on Monday next week
because it is LABOR DAY.

Pres. Karl announced the following training opportunity to which all are
invited::

Membership Priority One Training - Rotary

Essentials - Nevada
Saturday, September 8, 2018
Palo Verde High School
333 South Pavilion Center Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89144
Continental breakfast will be served.
Lunch served by Governor line!
Breakout Seminars
Job Creation and Entrepreneurship — Public Relations / Social Media —
International Projects
Registration opens at 8:00 am
Welcome 8:30
Seminars run from 9:00 am — 1:30 pm
Lunch: 11:30-12:15
There is no cost for the training

You can also register online by clicking here.

Pres. Karl announced that those interested in being an advisor for Teen
Leadership Camp need to submit their applications as soon as possible. Camp
this year is November 30th to December 2".

Eric Colvin announced that there are only 12 spaces remaining for Sunday
Night Football “fundraising” squares. The cost is only $100 per square and lasts
all season long. $50 1% and 3" quarters and $100 Half and Final Score.
(Editor’s note — I’m not sure what all that means but it sure raises a lot of money
for our service projects each year!)


https://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77403432

Paul Gustilo, our Community Service Committee Chair this year, reminded everyone about our next
“Feed the Homeless” event on Wednesday, August 29, 2018, at Christ Church Episcopal. CSE is
located at 2000 S Maryland Pkwy, Las Vegas, NV 89104. We also need donations of gently used
summer clothing. Plan on arriving between 4:30 and 5:00 p.m. We should be finished between 6 and
6:30.

Adrienne Cox thanked those who have volunteered to provide overnight lodging on 9/7/18 for the
Ukrainian doctors who will be in town on an “Open World” medical project. Melissa Brooks, Sean
Tanko, and Scott Baranoff have all volunteered to provide bedrooms.

Fred Fukumoto mentioned that a good time was had by all at last Thursday’s Social Evening. Also
in attendance at the social meeting was our scholarship winner, Katie Johnson, who was presented
with her scholarship check by Sean Tanko (see pictures below or online here.) Katie is in the 2" year
of her scholarship at UNLV but is technically a senior since she graduated from Community College
High School with her associate’s degree!

GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Postcards, anyone?)

Doug Malan spent time recently in his home territory of Ogden, Utah, attending a family reunion and
returned with a postcard from a nearby ski resort. As you know, the 2002 Winter Olympics were held
in Utah and various events were held at said ski resort near Ogden. For those of you who have never
been to “Snowbasin”, you should really go there at least once. World class snow and world class
people!

RECOGNITIONS

Keith Thomas was queried about a recent video taken during last week’s social evening which video
he subsequently posted on our club’s Facebook page. As soon as said video (which involved a certain
person who was missing from the social evening) was posted, said missing person’s mother (who
follows our club’s posts assiduously), immediately “liked” the video and apparently commenced a
“missing persons search” for said missing person, inasmuch as said missing person had told said
missing person’s mother (who lives with said missing person) that he was leaving the house that
evening to attend a Rotary function. All was well, however, as said missing person was actually
attending a different Rotary event that evening. At least, that is what said missing person said today.
Mr. Thomas, despite pleas of poverty as evidenced (he said) by his lack of adequate clothing, e.g.
socks and long pants, and the fact that he was wearing a Rotary shirt previously owned by his father
(who departed this mortal coil in 2007), was recognized to the tune of $20, which somehow become
$25 before he could sit down.

Fred Fukumoto was asked about his recent birthday (last Tuesday) and what he did to celebrate.
“Well”, he said, “Let me tell you...”. Thus commenced a touching tale of loving concern and care
pertaining to his mom. Fred said he received a phone call at 7:00 a.m. and was told that his mom had
fallen and needed to go to the emergency room. Being a dutiful son, he immediately rushed over to
her home and made the appropriate arrangements. After 7 hours in the emergency room, and 4 more
hours in a hospital room, he finally felt comfortable leaving his mom and returning home. Mom is
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apparently recovering nicely and was discharged after a couple of days. Birthday presents??? Yes, he
said, the kids and Gwen did get him a present or two which eventually arrived in the mail a couple
days after his birthday. Pres. Karl assessed no fine saying we all should have a son like Fred.

Ted Henderson was called upon since, as indicated by Pres. Karl, “we have a few minutes” (and we
all know that Ted is good for a few minutes anytime!) Asked about his anniversary, Ted said that the
luckiest day of his life was 8/26/67 when he had the good fortune to tie the knot with his beloved
Nancy. Asked how they celebrated their 51% wedding anniversary, he said he took Nancy, their
daughter and their two granddaughters to “BJ’s Brew Pub” where they enjoyed, among a few
libations I am certain, a certain dessert called “pizookie”. Pres. Karl assessed Ted a recognition of
$100, no doubt a penalty for exposing his minor grandchildren to the evil tavern lifestyle.

JOKE OF THE DAY

Today, we had the opportunity to hear three jokes. The first, from Scott Baranoff, had something to
do with an elderly gentleman, a nursing home, and Parkinson’s disease. Details are better left to your
imagination. The second, from Tom Martin, involved couples therapy, kissing therapy;,
demonstrative therapy, and drop off scheduling. Again, details are better left to your imagination. The
third was actually a riddle from our visiting Rotarian Linda Lee Lundgren. The riddle, “Name a
world famous rock group that can’t sing?” The riddle was immediately solved by our visiting
Rotarian Patricia Chapman who said, “Mt. Rushmore!”

Scott was asked about a report of an “unidentified speeding object” on the new I-11 (the new Boulder
City “cutoff”) on the morning of August 11, 2018, the day after the new freeway opened. There
apparently were reports of somebody doing “laps” in a car at top speed between Railroad Pass (where
I-11 starts) and the next exit near the new bridge over Boulder Dam. Scott disclaimed all knowledge
of anything to do with speeding although he did say he took the top down on his “Lambo” that
morning and “sedately” drove the new section just to get a feel for it. He said there weren’t any cars
on it yet. Apparently Google Maps hadn’t started routing everyone onto the new freeway.

DRAWING

Congratulations to Bryan Dziedziak (whose number was drawn by our speaker today...who was
invited to speak by none other than Bryan Dziedziak...hmmmm.)

SPEAKER

Our speaker today was John Tsarpalas, President of the Nevada Policy Research Institute (see
attached 2017 report).

NPRI is a private non-profit, free-market and limited-government policy research organization which
seeks to promote private, rather than government solutions to issues facing Nevada and the western
region of the United States. Among other things, NPRI researches education, tax and fiscal policy,
and labor issues related to Nevada public policy.
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Expanding government transparency is a major focus of the Institute, and in pursuit of that goal,
NPRI publishes government employee compensation and retirement data on TransparentNevada.com.
Since launching in 2008, the site has earned over 21 million page views and is credited for helping
uncover a major sick-leave scandal in the Clark County Fire Department. TransparentNevada’s sister
site, TransparentCalifornia.com, has earned more than 98 million page views and is ranked among the
top 0.001 percent most heavily trafficked websites nationwide.

NPRI is notable for its high caliber board of directors which include our own Sherm Frederick and
Bryan Dziedziak.

UPCOMING SPEAKERS

September 10" - Jon D. Ponder: Founder & CEO, HOPE for Prisoners
September 17" - TBD

October 1¢ - TBD

October 8" - Dark - Columbus Day

October 15" - Michelle Paul, PhD. - The PRACTICE at UNLV

(Suggestions for future speakers are welcome and encouraged.)

CONCLUSION

We concluded the meeting by standing and reciting the Four-Way Test.
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST
of the things we think, say or do

first

Is it the TRUTH?
second

Is it FAIR to all concerned?
third

Will it build GOOD WILL
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

fourth
Will it be BENEFICIAL to
all concerned?
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http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363147
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363148
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363149
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380720

8/28/2018

DACdb (District and Club database)

Event: Calendar: Las Vegas Southwest

Sun Mon

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

11a Board Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

14

12:15p Club Meeting -

Las Vegas Southwest

21

28

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

15

Dar’

22

29

April 2019

Maternal and Child Health Month

Tue

Wed

2 3

8a 2018 Presidents Phone

9 10
16 17
23 24
30

8a 2018 Presidents Phone

http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/SecLogin3.cfm?EventID=77386199

Thu

11

18

25

6p Club Meeting - Dark for|
Las Vegas Southwest

6p Club Meeting - SOCIAL
Las Vegas Southwest

Fri

12

19

26

Search ..

Sat

13

20

27

7


http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363149
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380720
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77365364
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363150
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363151
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363152
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380721
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77381331
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363154
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DACdb (District and Club database)

Event: Calendar: Las Vegas Southwest

Sun Mon

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

12

11a Board Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

19

26

12:15p Club Meeting -

Las Vegas Southwest

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

13

20

27

DAF

Tue

May 2019
Youth Service Month

Wed Thu

1 2

8a 2018 Presidents Phone |6p Club Meeting - SOCIAL
Las Vegas Southwest

I 8 9
14 15 16
21 22 23

6p Club Meeting - SOCIAL
Las Vegas Southwest

28 29 30

5p Feed the Homeless
Las Vegas Southwest

8a 2018 Presidents Phone

http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/SecLogin3.cfm?EventID=77386199

Fri

10

17

24

31

Search ..
Sat
4
11
18
25

7


http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380721
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77381331
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363154
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77365365
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363155
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363156
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363157
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77365600
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363158
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380722
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DACdb (District and Club database)

Event: Calendar: Las Vegas Southwest

Sun

16

23

30

Mon

12:15p Club Meeting - DAF
Las Vegas Southwest

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

10

11a Board Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

17

12:15p Club Meeting
Las Vegas Southwest

24

12:15p Club Meeting - DAF
Las Vegas Southwest

Tue

June 2019

Rotary Fellowships Month

Wed

5p Feed the Homeless
Las Vegas Southwest

4 5

8a 2018 Presidents Phone

11 12
18 19
25 26

http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/SecLogin3.cfm?EventID=77386199

Thu

13

20

27

6p Club Meeting - DEBUNF
Las Vegas Southwest

Fri

14

21

28

Search ..

Sat

15

22

29
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http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363157
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77365600
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363158
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380722
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77365366
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363166
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363168
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77363161
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/Calendar/Event.cfm?EventID=77380825
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Those who expect to teap
the blessings of freedom,
must undergo the fatigues of
supporting it. 2?2

— Thomas Paine

By
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Chairman and President’s teport

]'_‘i)oldﬂg back over the course of the last year, it is casy
o be struck by just how much impact the Nevada Policy
Research Institute has had on policy discussions in the state,
the region and the nation.

NPRT’s outsized influence on policy shouldn’t be too surprising
to those of us who are familiar with the organization. The
Institute has been making waves for 26 years now.

lookmg to mqport Cahfomm*stylc tax- md-spend blg
government policies. Clearly, we had our work cut out for us.

'1

But we managed to compile an impressive number of “wins,”

despite the legislative makeup of the state. For starters, there

were no new taxes (aside from the marijuana tax) passed into
law, one of the state’s school-choice programs was expanded,
and we won a major transparency case in the lowet courts.

And that’s just the short list of things we managed to
accomplish.

Throughout the year, the Institute’s policy work was featured
in local, regional and national media outlets. We broke new
ground with an innovative exploration into Civil Asset
Torfeiture, Our transpatency websites — TransparentNevada
and TransparentCalifornia — ate now considered the gold-
standard for state-based transparency projects.

Indeed, on almost every front, we're doing more than ever to




keep liberty-loving Nevadans informed, educated and armed have never before joined the fight for liberty, and expanding

with good policy. the army of free-market advocates so necessary to keeping the
Silver State free.

As vou will see, flipping through the following pages, we at

NPRI were quite busy last year— and it paid off. Out sphere Together, we know we will see many more success stories. It

of influence is larger than ever before. | won’t be easy — but, together, we will continue to have an
outsized influence on policy in the Silver State.

But we wouldn't have been able to accomplish any of this

without your support. It's your eﬁgagemeﬁf and generosity Sincerely,

that has made all of NPRI’s work possible — and will help us

accomplish the big plans we have for 2018 and 2019. - F 7/ |
The next veat is going to hold a lot of positive things for the g Z 7 i ? |

ImututeWcll be revamping out ‘cemmunicgﬁons eii:ifqrt_s-. We"lfl | John A Tsarpalas | President
be touching on new policy. We will be engaging Nevadans that

V.2

Ranson Webster | Chairman




2017

Legislative Session

“No man’s life, liberty or property are safe while the legislature is in session.”
— Mark Twain

It’s a common problem in politics: Politicians like to judge themselves by
how many new laws or government programs they initiate. Sadly, Nevada is

no'exception.

| so, the Nevada Policy Research Institute had its work cat out for it in 2017
politicians met in Carson City for the 79¢h Legislative Session.

TN T R




Despite being run by lawmakers focused on importing lawmakers actually put the concerns of taxpayers over those

California-style tax-and-spend policies, big-government of special interests and political cronies, and it highlighted

lawmakers had a hard time getting laws enacted. the battles small-government advocates experienced in 2017%
legislative session.

Minimum-wage hikes, new tax schemes and heavy-handed

regulations either died in commirtee, failed to pass the Unfortunately, it wasn'’t all wins. The state’s universal school
Iegi-slame or were vetoed by the governor. choice program — Education Savings Acconnts — failed to receive

funding, In fact, key lawmakers in bozh parties ignored the will
In other words: Despite the best efforts of tax-and-spend of taxpayers on more than one occasion.

legislators that ran the Assembly and Senate, Nerada
taxpayers managed fo hold back the growth of government!

Thanks to NPRI's online Taxpayer’s Guide to Nevada’s
79th Legislative Session — which rated the impact
important bills would have on taxpayers — fiscally
conservative lawmakers and voters suddenly had a real-
time resource to keep abreast of the best, and worst,
pieces of legislation in 2017,

NPRI outlined bills in clear terms for lawmakers | 3
and taxpayers to 'uqdﬁzs.taad.— and the results v A ‘;:m&m':f:f :
promising! Many of the worst proposals were ultimately =
I iﬁiﬂeds mteé dﬂvm or vetc)e& bv Gow:mor Sandoval e
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- DANIEL HONCHARIW, MPA
NEVADA POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
SUMMER 2017
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evada Policy Research Institute’s policy work continued to

N

In July, the Instirate released a first-of-its-kind report in
Nevada regarding Civil Asset Forfeiture. Policy Analyst Daniel
Honchariw mapped out the instances of forfeiture in Las

turn heads after the session.

Vegas, and was able to draw some stunning conclusions from
the data.

Namely, NPRI saw that the practice — which allows law
enforcement to scize property, even in the absence of
criminal charges — disproportionately impacted minority
neighborhoods, and individuals without the financial means to
fight forfeiture in the courts.

The “heat map” within the report instantly caught the attendon
of the nation. Reason.com and USA Today both ran full stories
on the results, and the US. Commission on Civil Rights even
referenced the study in a report on forfeiture later in 2017.

The NPRI study has proven to be a useful tool for the
bipartisan fight against asset forfeiture abuse in Nevada, and

the rest of the naton.

@ usa ToDAY
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WEHS  SPONTS  LEE MONEY

TREVED GO

Even Nevada's law-abiders should fear renewed asset
forfeiture efforts: Daniel Honchariw
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m_]om FEWS LOCAL SPORTS BUSHESS OPOHOM CIHME ENRTERVAINMENT LIS \WEOS

Pension system perks cost i NS A a4 N{ﬁg %s—;
taxpayers $23 million a year L B ® o= - et i

— Transpa-rency is a key component of holding
government accountable to taxpayers — which

probably explains why governments fght it at every rurn.

In 2015, when the Nevada Policy Research Institute requested
pension payout information from Nevada’s Public Employee
Retirement System (PERS), it ran into a major obstacle: PERS
bad intentionally alfered its records to avoid complying with the stare’s

: public records law.

In early 2017, after NPRI sued the agency to force compliance,
the courts ruled in favor of transparency, ordering PERS to

SUORTS - BUSINGSS OMMION CRIME ENTESTMMMENT LS VIDEOE:

tnch 2/ lecal our ot

Nevada retirement system must
release pension information,
judge rules

., Nevada Senators vote to keep their pensions hidden
| from taxpayer scrutiny

W soaisene

City Executives' Total Barnings, 2015 (CA) and
2016 MV}

oy, Aese 28, 2087

Todny. 1] stite senators — mpstof whonyare PEKS meembiers thgmselves — fidt passed a
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release the information. Unsurprisingly, PERS has appealed to
the srate supreme coutt — and oral arguments are scheduled
for early 2018.

The agency’s reluctance to act transparently with the very
taxpayers that fund it is, unfortunately, par for the course in
government. And the reason is simple: Transparency forces
governments to be accountable to the taxpavers who fund it!

Thete is no greater example of this than NPRDs multistate
transparency projects: TransparentNevada.com and
TransparentCalifornia.com.

The two websites — which sitnply make all gnv;ttamcilt
employee salary and peasion payour amonnts available to the
general public— had over 56 million page wiews in 2017 alone!

And all that attention has translated into real wins for public
-pcbli’cy.

When TransparentCalifornia.com reported on a public-sector
janitor who boosted his salary to more than $§270,000 with
overtime-pay and benefits in 2016, even the tax-and-spend
state of California took netice. That outrage turned into action
when a law was passed last year that put an inspector general in
charge of bringing an end to such abuse!

Here in Nevada, the results have been equally as impressive.
Last year, the Las Vegas City Council awarded city manager
Elizabeth Fretwell a $38,500 bonus to addtess “gender equity
issues™ — this degpite the fact that Fretwell was already earning
swell mare than ber peers-in much larger cities such as San Diggo!

§Business

e
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What is PERS hiding? Government Agency
Fails to Comply

= Seouwpn My It BOtisge Se 3 Comete - Y Speer  Aficstls  Hsbisss

m- Nkem Lmca Failies St M besiiss
BART janitor’'s $270K pay raises
questions: 2 Investigates

BART janitor's $270K pay raises questions

_Bnunines ol

Unsurprisingly, the story caught the attention of 2 public that
has seen an unending wave of proposed tax increases in recent

'y-éazs. i

This kind of accountability doesn’t happen when geverament
is left to its own devices — which is exactly why NPRIm]ﬂ
never give up the fight for a more transparent government in
Nevada.
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EMPLOYEE FREEDOM

Clark County teachers!

Are yougetting your mongy's

worth firom the CCHEA?
According to nearly

Opt-out between July 1st - 15t 80 PERCENT
and save up to $800 4 year! of all union employees...

Workers who opt ot of their snfon should be:
iible o represant themselves with employers,

Nearly 4
union members
support Worke

An opportunity fo opt our
themselves with & 6 | ISIT EMPLOYEEFREEDOMWEEK.COM

AUGUST 20 =26 | VISIT EMPLOYEEFREEDOMWEEK.COM

WEEK

hanks to the Nevada Policy Research Institute’s

work, it is clear that workers of all ideological stripes
believe in the concept that workers — not union bosses and
politicians — should have the freedom to decide for themselves
whether or not they want to belong to a union.

It’s a concept that NPRI has long supported.

For more than half a decade, NPRI has been letting Nevada
teachers know they don'’t have o belong to a union if they den’t
want to. This simple informational campaign, held every year
during the small window of time teachers are able to opt out in

July, has proven invaluable to teachers who don’t believe their

union is worth the hundreds of dollars in dues they’re asked to
pay.

Thanks to NPRI’s simple campaign, the state’s largest school

district, Clark County, has seen alwost half of its teachers decide

not to be a part of the union!
But the Institute didn’t limit itself just to Nevada.

Once again, NPRI spearheaded National Employee
Freedom Week — a week dédicated to the idea that no one
should ever be forced, coerced or pressured into joining a
unlen agmmt their will. At the heart of this year’s National
Employee Freedom WeeL was'a surveythat showed strong



NEVADA FOLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

support among union members for pro-worker reforms

such as regular recertification and “right to work.”

The impact NPRI has had on the national discussion

over labor issues in the last year is amazing, The Henzage
Foundation held a panel focused on the concept of National |
Employee Freedom Week with Mark Janus — the Illinois
government worker who is taking the issue all the way to

US. Supreme Court. More than 100 national and state-level
groups joined the effort from across the country to raise

THE RISE OF GOVERNMENT
UNIONS

A reviex of public-sector wiwions and their impact on public poficy

awareness of p o-worker reforms such as right-

to-work, “Worker’s Choice™ and an end to abusive

H'GHT T[l W[IHK collective-bargaining practices.
_ G 4

A joint publication of The Heritage Foundaton and
NPRI also highlighted the history 6f publie-sector

A Comparison of Members’ . : :
CatnionEbf Union P feranice, unions, and the immense cost they have placed on
‘Management and Practices N s . ; i 0

o : public finances, innovation and worker rights.
Lioyd Caras, Ph0.

CeeCins, o5 | Cirragie Mol Lin ity

The labor issues NPRI rackled in 2017 were just

mote examples of how large the Institute’s sphere of

influence has become. _ -
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f course, it wasn’t ﬂ]l wins for free-market advocates

this last year. The state’s groundbreaking edncaut)ﬂal
chmce program — - Education Savings Accounts — wa '

unﬁm@gd in a behind-the-scenes “compromise’ * berweer
a handful of Republicans and the teacher-union-beholden
Democrat leadership.

But even in that fight, NPRI was able to gather some
unding support. Neatly half of the

10, 000 parents who had tried to. apply
for the program applied ¥
help: Countless patents'c

all.a xsesult .of NPRJ.S_ immerise outrea_ch
efforts, |

Ultimately, however, Governor Sandoval and a few key
members of the legislature let these thousands of parents down
by negotiating away any chance of funding the groundbreaking
reform.

The army of parents and activists that NPRI helped organize,

however, isn’t done. In the years ahead, these parents will be

Fl Y

key to making sure Nevada’s children are no longet trapped in

underp eﬁ-fc)rmiﬂ_g- schools.

As it turns out, tlle: VoI

‘hard to ignore — even for law ma]\e:u that are in bed wuh the
public- school establishment.

As a result, there was one free-market win in education reform:
o g An expansion of the Opportunity Tax

cholarships:to low-income children who
ant to attend a private school of their

i Roughly half of Nevadan school children
¥ acc cligible for the program, and legislators
ended up granting the program a one-time
increase of $20 million,

However, it’s not likely to be an easy win to maintain. Just one
week after the end of the legislative session, the chief lobbyist
for the state’s main teachers union, Chris Daly with the Nevada

State Education Associﬁt:inn, told the media that the union
would be setting-its sights on the scholarship program —
hghtmg to out, if not end, the program




“We don’t like [the one time increasel.
We'reigoing to hold the makers of

this deal to their commitment that this
was a.one-time appropriation. .. and
cut it to the $6 million or eliminate
the program,” he told the Nevada
Indspesdent.

The message from Daly was quire
clear: Fot the unions and education
establishment, even a mere $20 million
in scholarships is too much of a threat
to allow:

However, as NPRI Vice President
Steven Miller illustrated in an cight part
series in 2017, the public school system
is so full of corruption, abuse and
waste, parents are gight to demand an

alternatve.

Miller’s series, Ratting from Within,
documented the culture of corruption
and waste in Clark County.

The series — along with NPRT’s
relentless outreach efforts —
demonstrates why an army of parents
are out there ready to keep fighting for
more educational options.

A glimpse tnto the systemic waste and
corruption of CCSD

NEWE SPORTS HRSTRATHING EVENTES -EARONTAN VAILIV
*Students across the state rally at
Capitol in Carson City for school
choice

qr program begin Frlday

Erp Shatle Jotihiot | ghbnathisBreweti ot
Piiblinived 0T 11 1T Upaakd 7 JLE T =20
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BY STEVEN MILLER
NEVADA JOURNAL
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INVASION OF THE INTERNS

n the summer of 2017, the Nevada Policy Research

of their time, however, was spent “in the trenches”™ — helping
Institute was overrun by interns.

staff with our critical policy work.
College students from all over the nation — and in one case, Of course, it wasn't all work. Every Friday, interns were treated
to an informal barbeque lunch, put on by NPRI staff.

““Here at-the Institute, I was given the opportunity to see the
‘bigger picture’ through creative work,” explained Sydney
'Daﬁvim.g-oner-pfreight mtems that joined the Institute over the
stummer. “With ]ust Q. ghrng;se inito :this-'\\?oﬂd, I am already
hooked.” 2 &

he intern program is still going _is__tréag-_- _
B in 2018, Currently, three students: from
INL.V. — who also happen to be veterans

are taking partin the program. —

onald Reagan once explained “Freedom
never mote than one gegeration- away
OIm extncton, We cildm’t pass it to our
hildren in the bloodstream: Tt must be
fought fot, protected, and handed on for
them to do the same.”

from as far away as the

I

R
United Kingdom — came |
to NPRI to learn what it’s
like working in a free-

market think tank.

At least once a week, NPRI staff treated the interns to a “class”™ Judging by the enthusiasm andtalent we saw in NPRI’s 2017
on important professional skills, such as public speaking, critical interns, freedom will continte to have staunch defenders for
thinking and education on free market policies. The majority generations to come,
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cclaimed writer, scholar and renowned

Almmaker Dinesh D’Souza helped mark
the oceasion as the keynote speaker for both
the Spring Celebration in Reno, and the 26th

Anniversary Celebration in Las Vegas. D’So
- Bt
discussed the “Big Lie” Americans have been told

over the decades, and how to fight for the truth.
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It looks like 2018 is going to be another busy year.

Oral arguments will be held before the Nevada Supreme Court
in our case against the Nevada Public Employee Retirement
Systermn in March,

Overt the summet we will once again let reachers know about
their right to opt-out of union membership, and we will
spearhead the National Employee Freedom Week coalition
in the wake of a groundbreaking US. Supreme Coutt case
heard in late February. '

We will provide lawmakers, candidates, legislative staffers, the

general public and the media with training on critical free-
‘market issues.

And, due to popular demand, we will publish the next edition

‘of NPRIs famous Piggy Book — another research project by

NPRI that sets out to expose egregious examples of waste and
abuse in local and state government.

But those big-ticket items are just the beginning — and we
wouldn’t be able to accomplish any of these important projects
without your suppozt. It's your engagement and generosity that
has made all of NPRIs wotk possible.




The Nevada Policy Research Institute is committed to being be easy — but, together, we will continue to have 4n outsized
the voice for taxpayers, limited goyernment advocates and influence on pohcv in the Silver State and the region.
free-market principles. And with your continued generosity and

support, we will be able to keep Nevada prosperous and fiee. Thanks for all your suppert as we go into 20181

We’re excited for another productive yeat. We look forward to
many more victories with our supporters, advocates and allies

by our side.

We know we will have many more success
stories, and many more hard-won
battles in the next couple of
years. It certainly
won't




€€ Government is the great fiction, through
which everybody endeavors to live at the
expense of everybody else. 2

— Frédéric Bastiat
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