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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

4/15/24 
 

Conducting: Joe Wittenwiler 
Rotary Moment/Pledge:  Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures) 
Mic duty:  Francesca Gilbert 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
 
 

 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Ed Jamison, former Southwest Rotary member and a Past 
President, joined us today.  He had a good reason to visit today 
since he was the winner of one of the gold coins from the Kula 
Hula/Gold Raffle. Ed is a retired bank president and arrived 
today bearded, slender, and in mufti.   Always good to see former 
Southwest Rotarians.   
 
 

 
 
Anne Green is a former member of the Rotary Club of Santa 
Maria, California and has been involved with an online Rotary 
Club in Arizona.  She is now a regular at our meetings and 
events and is in the process of becoming a member. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
President 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Immediate Past President 
Paul Gustilo 

 

President Elect 
Bruce MacKenzie 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rebecca Collett 

 

Directors 
Frank Abbott 
Eric Colvin 

Fred Fukumoto 
Tom Martin 

Jeanne Radde 
 

Advisor 
Bruce Pope 

 
Executive Secretary 

Melissa Brooks 
 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Cliff Silverstein 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Bryan Dziedziak 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership- Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Lori Clarke 
Interact Club-Paul Gustilo 

 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check out our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
# 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/DwbVvs9z5kEm79KEA
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
https://rotaryclubofsantamaria.org/
https://rotaryclubofsantamaria.org/
http://www.district5300.org
https://www.rotary.org/en
http://www.lvswr.org/
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
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Toni Kern, president of the Las Vegas Rotary Club, joined us 
in support of their club’s contestant in today’s regional Dan 
Stover Contest.  She retired from a 29-year practice of law as 
a civil defense litigation attorney in So. California at the end 
of 2015, returning to Las Vegas where she finally had the 
opportunity to join the Las Vegas Rotary Club in 2017. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
David Jones, also with the Las Vegas Rotary Club, joined us.  
He works as a Wealth Management Banking Advisor for The 
Northern Trust Company providing banking & financing advice 
and services to wealthy individuals and families. David has 
been a banker in Las Vegas for over 30 years, with over 11 
years at Bank of America. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Melanie Muldowney, also with the Las Vegas Rotary Club, 
came in support of their contestant.  She has been an 
attorney in Las Vegas since 2005 primarily focusing on 
Insurance Defense, but is now working as in house counsel 
for The Siegel Group. She is a mother of two children. She’s 
been a member of Las Vegas Rotary Club since 2010 as a 
second-generation Rotarian. Her father is Tom Krob who is 
well known to many in our club. 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Raluca Petre joined us again today.   She is from Bucharest, 
Romania and has lived in Las Vegas for 9 years. She is the office 
manager for Wave Heating and Cooling and said she came to Las 
Vegas for the weather and the low taxes. Didn’t we all. She first 
visited our club in January when she accompanied her sister, 
Andreea Vasilescu, who is a member of the Rotary Club of 

Bucharest Excelsior, in Bucharest, Romania and who was in town visiting Raluca.  She 
is in the process of applying for membership in our club. Welcome, Raluca. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.lasvegasrotary.com/about/las-vegas-rotary-club-leadership/toni-kern/
https://www.lasvegasrotary.com/
https://liedcenter.unlv.edu/about/david-jones/
https://www.northerntrust.com/united-states/home
https://www.northerntrust.com/united-states/home
https://www.lasvegasrotary.com/about/las-vegas-rotary-club-leadership/melanie-muldowney/
https://siegelcompanies.com/
https://www.facebook.com/waveheatingandcooling/
https://www.rotaryexcelsior.com/
https://www.rotaryexcelsior.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucharest
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Teri Corcoran joined us today as a visitor.  She is a real estate agent for Realty 
One Group and moved to Las Vegas from Florida.  Fun fact about her is that she 
teaches dance to special needs children and they perform throughout the valley. 
She is also a former entertainer for over 20 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scott Spector also joined us today.  He is a property manager with Horizon 
Ca Properties, LLC and manages mobile home parks in Nevada, California, 
and Arizona.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Joe said that the next “Happy Feet” service project will be on Tuesday, May 7th at Ferron 
Elementary.  Julie (counselor at Ferron) is asking if we can do the 2nd grade plus some special classrooms 
which would amount to about 150 shoes.  This would be the most we’ve ever done but we have funds in 
the budget as we’ve only done one Happy Feet this Rotary year.  We would just need to recruit more 
volunteers for the event. Make sure to sign up in the sign-up book. 
 
Pres. Joe also announced that our Interact Club at A-Tech will be holding its closing ceremony for the 
year on April 23rd (although the date is still uncertain – we will let everyone know when the date is 
finalized) and invited as many Rotarians to attend as are able. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie announced that our next Greenspokes meeting will be on Wednesday, May 8th, 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at his home located at 3017 Pismo Beach Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89128.  If you get 
lost, just call him at 619-750-1918.  Apparently, Pres. Joe was at Bruce’s home doing some counter 
“hydroshielding” and “suggested” that it would be a good location for a Greenspokes meeting!  Loyal 
soldier that he is, Bruce immediately volunteered. 
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
None today (no time). 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/homeswithteri/
https://www.realtyonegroup.com/
https://www.realtyonegroup.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3021711/
https://www.google.com/search?q=3017+Pismo+Beach+Dr.%2C+Las+Vegas%2C+NV+89128.&oq=3017+Pismo+Beach+Dr.%2C+Las+Vegas%2C+NV+89128.&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAtIBBzU2NWowajeoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.hydroshieldlasvegas.com/
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INDUCTION CEREMONY - BRUCE FRAZEY 
 
Bruce Frazey was formally inducted into our club today by Jack Woodcock, who has been conducting 
our induction ceremonies since 1986.  Bruce was previously a member of the Las Vegas Rotary Club and 
is a retired CPA/Attorney.  He has been involved in Rotary since 1985 when he joined the Rotary Club of 
Wichita, Kansas. Fun fact about Bruce is that he is running for the 4th District Congressional seat.  Check 
out his website here.  The complete biography as presented by Jack is attached at the end of the 
newsletter.  Welcome, Bruce!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Joe suggests anything “coffee” related) 
 
Keith Thomas (not to be outdone by Bruce Pope) 
presented Pres. Joe with various packages of coffee and 
related items (including Styrofoam cups) that he liberated 
from hotel rooms while on his trip to Idaho last week to 
see his granddaughter graduate from college.  The coffee 
was appropriately named “Farmers Coffee”.  He also 
presented a candy bar original to Idaho, named the “Idaho 
Spud”. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

https://twitter.com/frazey4congress
https://wichitarotary.org/
https://wichitarotary.org/
https://frazeyforcongress.com/
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JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin told about the commuter who was stuck in traffic outside Washington, D.C.  Traffic wasn’t 
moving at all.  Then some guy knocked on his window.  He rolled it down and sad, “What’s happening?”  
He said, “Terrorists have taken the entire U.S. Congress hostage and they say they will douse them in 
gasoline and set them on fire if they’re not paid a $100 million ransom.  We’re going from car-to-car 
collecting donations.”  “How much is everyone giving?” he asked.  “About a gallon”, was the response. 
 
Scott Baranoff told about the big game hunter who went on a safari with his wife and his mother-in-law.  
One evening the wife wakes up to find her mother gone.  She rushes to find her husband, he picks up his 
rifle, and they go out to look for her.  In a clearing not far from the camp, they come upon a chilling sight 
– the mother-in-law is backed up against a rock with a fierce lion facing her.  “Oh no,” cries the wife. 
“What are we going to do?” “Nothing,” says her husband.  “That lion got himself into this mess. He can 
get himself out of it.” 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Bryan Dziedziak was our winner today. (He was also given the gold coin that his granddaughter Sophie 
won at the Kula Hula/Gold Raffle.  Turns out Sophie is only two months old.  Pres. Joe said that it looks 
like she has a good start on her college education fund.) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST   
 
Last week we highlighted a former Southwest 
Rotarian and his wife and sked who could 
identify him first (with the hint that he is a past 
SW Rotary president and has a middle school 
named in his honor.)  Kudos to Fred Fukumoto, 
Jack Woodcock, and Ted Henderson who 
correctly identified them as Ralph Cadwallader 
(RIP) and his wife, Patricia.  Click here to see 
pictures from the middle school dedication. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
FULL 2023-2024 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/BPRuJa6N4VaJSPNY6
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PROGRAM 

Today was the Las Vegas Regional Dan Stover Music contest featuring two young musicians:  Abrielly 
Aguirre, representing the Las Vegas Rotary Club, is from Del Sol Academy, (our winner who received 
$200). and Joshua Von Bruenchenhein, representing our own Southwest Rotary Club, is from the Las 
Vegas Academy (our runner-up who received a check for $100). 

 Once again, we were treated to professional level presentations that reinforce our hope for the future of 
the music world.  A great big thanks to our performers today and to all the parents and teachers who have 
helped them along the way. 

Aubrielle was accompanied by Michelle Lee, her pianist, and by Marla Huizar, her teacher at Del Sol 
Academy.   

Fun facts about Michelle are that she maintains her own private studio of over 
30 students and is also a staff accompanist for the Nevada School of the Arts 
and is also a free-lance accompanist for UNLV and other string, woodwind, 
and voice studios.  She is also a licensed CPA. 

Fun facts about Marla, are that in addition to being trained in classical 
music, she has a strong passion for mariachi music. She has also performed 
at several major events, including the “Las Vegas Walk of Stars” and the 
Latin Grammys, where she performed for various famous Latin artists. She 
is currently the mariachi instructor of Hal Weller’s Foundation to Assist 
Young Musicians and is a proud member of the Henderson Symphony 
Orchestra.  Del Sol is rapidly becoming famous for its mariachi program, no 
doubt due to Marla’s strong influence. 

https://www.delsolacademy.org/
https://www.lasvegasacademy.net/
https://www.lasvegasacademy.net/
https://michelleleepiano.com/biography
https://delsolacademyorchestra.com/
https://www.delsolacademy.org/
https://www.delsolacademy.org/
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Joshua’s pianist was his friend from LVA who name and picture I unfortunately forgot to get.  Joshua’s 
mom also came today and I also unfortunately forget to get her name and picture.  Sigh. 
 
Returning as our judges today were Mac and Harry Reynolds, both of whom, as entertainment lawyers, 
have extensive backgrounds in the music business.  Click on the links to read more about these remarkable 
young men (not surprising, of course, as they are the scions of our own Southwest Rotarian Ron Reynolds 
and, of course, the mother of his eight sons and one daughter, Christene.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As an added treat, while the judges were out deliberating, each of our musicians treated us with special 
numbers. 
 
And a great big thank you to Jeanne Radde, who coordinated the regional contest.  Well done Jeanne, 
another great program with accomplished musicians whose talents have helped make our lives just a little 
bit better!   
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test.  
 
 

http://reynoldslawyers.com/MatthewReynolds/
http://reynoldslawyers.com/HarrisonReynolds/
http://reynoldslawyers.com/RonaldReynolds/
























Calendar of Events 
Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest 

DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 
April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

Apr Mon 22 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Dave Swallow, RTC of Southern Nevada 

Apr Tue 23 24 10:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Our Interact Club at A-Tech will be holding its closing 
ceremony for the year on April 23rd and is inviting as many 
Rotarians to attend as are able.

Apr Mon 29 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Speaker - Anastasia Hendrix, Managing Editor - Las Vegas Review 
Journal 

May - Youth Service Month 

May Mon 06 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Francesca Gilbert - NAR lawsuit 

May Tue 07 24 08:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Happy Feet 

The next Happy Feet� project will be on May 7th at Ferron 
Elementary.  Julie (counselor at Ferron) is asking if we can do 
the 2nd grade plus some special classrooms which would 
amount to about 150 shoes.  This would be the most we have 
ever done, but we have funds in the budget as we have only 
done one Happy Feet this Rotary year.  We would just need to 
recruit more volunteers for the event. Make sure to sign up in 
the sign-up book.

May Wed 08 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Greenspokes Greenspokes at The MacKenzie's home. 

May Mon 13 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

May Sat 18 24 10:00 AM 

2024-25 DTA 
And Foundation 
Gala - One Day 
Event 

Sheraton Fairplex Hotel & Conference Center 
601 W Mckinley Avenue 
Pomona, CA, 91768 

May Mon 20 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

May Mon 20 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

May Mon 27 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest DARK FOR MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 



DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

May Wed 29 24 04:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest 
Feed the 
Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the 
history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Sat 01 24 10:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Multi Club Picnic Multi Club Picnic - Details TBA 

Jun Mon 03 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Jun Mon 10 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Jun Tue 11 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet Happy Feet 

Jun Sat 15 24 09:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat 
for Bruce 
MacKenzie's 
year 

Board Retreat for Bruce MacKenzie's year. 

Jun Mon 17 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Jun Mon 17 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Jun Fri 21 24 04:00 PM 

DC 24 Cruise to 
Service, June 
21-24
(Registration
Form)

Jun Mon 24 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Dark for Debunking on 6/27/23 

Jun Thu 27 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking 

Jun Sun 30 24 08:00 AM Join the Polio 
Plus Society 

https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
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