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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

3/25/24 
 

Conducting: Chris Publow (filling in for Pres. Joe who is in 
Hollywood for his movie screen test) 

Rotary Moment/Pledge:  Chris Publow 
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures) 
Mic duty:   Paul Gustilo 
Newsletter:   Keith Thomas (the newsletter is posted each week on  
                                                      our website and on our Facebook page.)  
 
 
 

 
Chris announced that Pres. Joe had asked him to conduct today 
since Pres. Joe and  Taryn would be in Hollywood over the 
weekend and wouldn’t be able to make it to the meeting today.  
Chris said that he received an email this morning from Pres. Joe 
who said that he and Taryn successfully completed their races in 
Hollywood over the weekend; Pres. Joe completing a half-
marathon and Taryn completing a full marathon! (And all this 
time we thought they were going to Hollywood for their movie 
debuts.) 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
Anne Green is a former member of the Rotary Club of Santa 
Maria, California and has been involved with an online Rotary 
Club in Arizona.  A former “southern girl” (she still has the 
drawl), she is now retired and living in Las Vegas and is 
looking to again become involved in Rotary.  Chris asked 
about one of her favorite memories of her childhood.  She said 
she went to Albany High School in Albany, Georgia, and that 
she didn’t do much extracurricular stuff since she had to work 
all the time.  She then proceeded to tell us a story about one of 
her many jobs growing up which was to work on a fish bait 
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farm.  Every day she would collect 100 worms and deliver them to the shop where 
they would be put into Dixie cups and sold to people going fishing.  Chris asked if 
that meant that she was known as the “night crawler queen”?  To which she said, 
“well, yes, but I didn’t know if you knew what a night crawler was?)  Welcome, 
Anne!! 
 
Bruce Frazey is a member of the Las Vegas Rotary 
Club and is a retired CPA. He is in the process of 
transferring his membership to our club.  He has been 
involved in Rotary since 1985 when he joined the 
Rotary Club of Wichita, Kansas. Asked about his 
favorite memory, he said that he played varsity 
football at his high school.  He said that even though 
he is an “itty bitty” guy, he still played the outside 
linebacker position (helped no doubt by the 6”2”, 250 
lb. tight end that played just in front of him.  He said 
that he would “soften up” any runners and the tight 
end would finish them off.)  He said they were 
watching a game film one time and when an “itty bitty” guy came running into the 
frame, he asked who it was and then realized it was none other than himself.  Fun 
fact about Bruce is that he is running for the 4th District Congressional seat.  Check 
out his website here.  Welcome, Bruce! 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Miriam Ceballos joined us a guest of our speaker.  She 
works as a fund developer for the Springs Preserve and 
has worked there since 2017.  She is a proud graduate of 
UNLV. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Paul Gustilo said that the “Happy Feet” project on the calendar for April 10, 2024 
has been postponed and that he will let the club know when the next event is 
schedules. 
 

Jordana Lane said that RYLA was held last weekend and that she participated as a facilitator.  She said 
they left early Friday morning and had a great weekend at Camp Cedar Crest in Running Springs, CA, 
near Big Bear.  She said that it snowed all day Saturday and into the evening but they didn’t miss a beat 
with their planned activities.  Our club had 4 attendees and she will get the names for us next week.  
Bruce Pope’s grandson was one of the participants this year.  Jordana said that this was the first RYLA in 
four years and they were a bit rusty with the planning but that the kids had a great time and were an 

 

https://twitter.com/frazey4congress
https://wichitarotary.org/
https://wichitarotary.org/
https://frazeyforcongress.com/
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exemplary group of young people.  She also said that, notwithstanding the snow, PDG Tom Novotny 
wore shorts the entire weekend. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie reminded everyone that Gold Raffle is in three days on Thursday, March 28, 2024.  
We are again utilizing the “GiveSmart” online platform for silent auction bids.  It is live and he has 
already sent out the link (see copy below) to the online platform.  He said that last year Troy Lochhead 
“won” two trips, one to Italy and one to Nashville, and hasn’t been able to use them so she is donating 
them back to the club. 
     Bruce said that “Kula Hula” (Kula means gold in Hawaiian) is the theme. It will be held at the “Distill” 
venue at 6945 S. Rainbow Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89118.  Bruce MacKenzie’s daughter, Katie, will be 
helping Melissa and Marshall to check people in and manage the ticket process. There will also be hula 
dancers welcoming the guests with leis and the dancers later on will be presenting a hula dance 
presentation. As you enter there will be pictures taken of each couple/person with hula dancers. Aloha 
attire is recommended. 
     Seth Grabel, a friend of Scott Baranoff’s and a talented professional magician, will be presenting 
some table top/sleight of hand magic tricks during the reception. 
     Bruce also promised a special dance by Pres. Joe.  Vern Ratzlaff will again be our auctioneer.  See 
the flyer attached for details about the Kula Hula. Everybody received their 2 tickets and an additional 4 
tickets that they hopefully can sell.   
     He also mentioned that he only has about half the amount of wine bottles for the secret wine bags. If 
you have not brought wine yet, please bring one or two bottles to the Thursday event and he will get them 
bagged. He has the bags. 
     View items and bid now at:   e.givesmart.com/r/NNdMmPTJEYL6S/e/BvY/ T 
    
 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
Greg Mottau recognized and thanked Bruce MacKenzie for all the hard work he has done in organizing 
and preparing for the Gold Raffle. 
 
Chris spent a few minutes recounting the beginnings of Rotary.  Rotary started with the vision of one man 
— Paul Harris. The Chicago attorney formed the Rotary Club of Chicago on 23 February 1905, so 
professionals with diverse backgrounds could exchange ideas and form meaningful, lifelong friendships. 
Over time, Rotary’s reach and vision gradually extended to humanitarian service. That commitment 
endures today through an organization that remains truly international. Only 16 years after being founded, 
Rotary had clubs on six continents. Our members now span the globe, working to solve some of our 
world’s most challenging problems. We began our fight against polio in 1979 with a project to immunize 6 
million children in the Philippines. Today, polio remains endemic in only two countries — down from 125 
in 1988.  Check out more about the history of Rotary here. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Joe suggests anything “coffee” related) 
 
None today (no President!) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

https://www.distillbar.com/
http://e.givesmart.com/r/NNdMmPTJEYL6S/e/BvY/
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/history
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JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin told about the two cows standing next to each other in a field. Daisy says to Dolly, “I was 
artificially inseminated this morning.”  “I don’t believe you,” says Dolly.  “It’s true, no bull!” exclaims 
Daisy. 
 
Scott Baranoff told about a lawyer and a redneck sitting next to each other on a long flight. The lawyer is 
thinking that rednecks are so dumb that he could easily put one over on him easy. So, the lawyer asks if 
the redneck would like to play a fun game. The redneck is tired and just wants to take a nap, so he politely 
declines and tries to catch a few winks. The lawyer persists, "This game is a lot of fun. I ask you a 
question, and if you don't know the answer, you pay me only $5. You ask me one and if I don't know the 
answer, I pay you $500. This catches the redneck's attention and to keep the lawyer quiet, agrees to play 
the game. The lawyer asks the first question. "What's the distance from the earth to the moon?" The 
redneck doesn't say a word, reaches in his pocket pulls out a five-dollar bill, and hands it to the lawyer.  
Now, it's the redneck's turn. He asks the lawyer, "What goes up a hill with three legs, and comes down 
with four?"  After an hour of thinking, he finally gives up. He wakes up the redneck and hands him $500. 
The redneck pockets the $500 and goes right back to sleep. The lawyer is going nuts not knowing the 
answer. He wakes up the redneck and asks, "Well, what does go up a hill with three legs and come down 
with four?" The redneck reaches in his pocket, hands the lawyer $5 and goes back to sleep. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Troy Lochhead was our winner today.   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST   
 
Check out these meeting pictures from ten years ago (actually 3/24/14). 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
FULL 2023-2024 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/K7AoiQbSMdZVxMjj1
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SPEAKER 
 
 
Rich Easter was our speaker today.  He is a Public Affairs Supervisor for the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority and Las Vegas Valley Water District. He 
oversees the organization’s Fund Development Team, which is responsible for 
grant-seeking and fundraising activities that support various programs and projects 
for the Water District, SNWA, and Springs Preserve.  Rich also supports an ever-
changing rotation of strategic initiatives for the company, including the 
development of the new Septic Conversion Program.  
 
A Las Vegan since 1989, Rich earned his Bachelor’s in Political Science at the 
University of San Diego and his Masters of Public Administration of the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas.  
 
A copy of his presentation is attached.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test.  
 











Rich Easter
Public Affairs Supervisor

WATER UPDATE
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Las Vegas is the driest metropolitan area in the United States.
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Colorado River Groundwater
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Las Vegas is nearly fully dependent on Colorado River resources.
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Severe and sustained drought conditions continue to impact critical storage 
reserves in the Colorado River Basin.



Colorado River Conditions



Lake Mead Elevation Shortage Reduction Available

1,090+ feet 0 300,000 AFY

1,075 – 1,090 feet -8,000 AF 292,000 AFY

1,050 – 1,075 feet -21,000 AF 279,000 AFY

1,045 – 1,050 feet -25,000 AF 275,000 AFY

1,025 – 1,045 feet -27,000 AF 273,000 AFY

< 1,025 feet -30,000 AF 270,000 AFY

6

Nevada's allocation of Colorado River resources are controlled by the Bureau 
of Reclamation.

20
23

20
24
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Southern Nevada has spent decades becoming more drought resilient.

Storing water supplies for the future

Working with partners & developing comprehensive plans to manage supplies

Incentives, programs, regulation & pricing

Constructing major facilities and asset management

WATER BANKING

RESOURCE PLANNING

CONSERVATION

INFRASTRUCTURE



Southern Nevada recycles 
99% of water used indoors, 

thereby extending the 
availability of its resources.

8

Indoor water recycling extends our community’s water resources.



Following a period of increasing 
water use, the SNWA Board 

established a new water 
conservation goal in 2021 (86 GPCD).

9
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Southern Nevada recognized that more adaptation strategies were needed.



In 2023, the U.S. Department of the 
Interior published a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement that, if implemented, 
would restrict Nevada to less 
than  one-half its existing Colorado 
River allocation.

Managing the Future
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NONFUNCTIONAL GRASS: AB356 
prohibits nonfunctional grass by 2027

SEPTIC: Municipal water supplies cannot 
be discharged in septic tanks

EVAPORATIVE COOLING: New buildings are 
prohibited from using evaporative cooling

SWIMMING POOLS: New pools are 
limited to 600 sq. ft. surface area

GOLF COURSES: Golf course water 
budgets were reduced by one-third. No 
new golf courses.

FOUNTAINS: New ornamental water 
features are prohibited, including resorts

WATER PRICING: Punitive water rates for 
top 10% of single-family residential users

NEW GRASS: New grass installations are 
limited to parks, schools and cemeteries

Conservation remains one of Southern Nevada’s top resource options.
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When everyone contributes to conservation, we see the results.

New 
Conservation 

Goal Established
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2024 Initiatives

• Continue Colorado River negotiations 
among the seven states

• Continue progress towards conservation 
goal

• Support and enhance existing SNWA 
conservation programs



What can YOU do to 
conserve water?

15



Follow the watering schedule.

16
16
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Remove nonfunctional grass.
18





 
Calendar of Events 

Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest  
DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

March - Water and Sanitation Month 

Mar Thu 28 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Gold Raffle 

Gold Raffle is in three days on Thursday, March 28, 2024.  We are 
again utilizing the “GiveSmart” online platform for silent auction bids.  
It is live and he has already sent out the link (see copy below) to the 
online platform.  He said that last year Troy Lochhead “won” two trips, 
one to Italy and one to Nashville, and hasn’t been able to use them so 
she is donating them back to the club. 
     Bruce said that “Kula Hula” (Kula means gold in Hawaiian) is the 
theme. It will be held at the “Distill” venue at 6945 S. Rainbow Blvd., 
Las Vegas, NV 89118.  Bruce MacKenzie’s daughter, Katie, will be 
helping Melissa and Marshall to check people in and manage the ticket 
process. There will also be hula dancers welcoming the guests with leis 
and the dancers later on will be presenting a hula dance presentation. 
As you enter there will be pictures taken of each couple/person with 
hula dancers. Aloha attire is recommended. 
     Seth Grabel, a friend of Scott Baranoff’s and a talented professional 
magician, will be presenting some table top/sleight of hand magic 
tricks during the reception. 
     Bruce also promised a special dance by Pres. Joe.  Vern Ratzlaff will 
again be our auctioneer.  See the flyer attached for details about the 
Kula Hula. Everybody received their 2 tickets and an additional 4 
tickets that they hopefully can sell.   
     He also mentioned that he only has about half the amount of wine 
bottles for the secret wine bags. If you have not brought wine yet, 
please bring one or two bottles to the Thursday event and he will get 
them bagged. He has the bags. 
     View items and bid now at:   
e.givesmart.com/r/NNdMmPTJEYL6S/e/BvY/ T 

April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

Apr Mon 01 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

DARK FOR EASTER HOLIDAY 

Apr Mon 01 24 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Scholarship 
Application 
Deadline 

Scholarship Application Deadline - Click here for a copy of the 
scholarship application forms.  

Apr Mon 08 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Valerie Pommer with CSN    CSN update    valerie.pommer@csn.edu 
702-651-4020 

Apr Mon 15 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Apr Mon 15 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Regional Dan Stover Music Contest 

Apr Mon 22 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Dave Swallow, RTC of Southern Nevada 

Apr Mon 29 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Speaker - Anastasia Hendrix, Managing Editor - Las Vegas Review 
Journal 

May - Youth Service Month 

May Mon 06 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Wed 08 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes at The MacKenzie's home.   

http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2024-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-rvsd-1.pdf


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

May Mon 13 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Mon 20 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

May Mon 20 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Mon 27 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

DARK FOR MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 

May Wed 29 24 04:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Feed the 
Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the 
history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Sat 01 24 09:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat 
for Rebecca 
Collett's year 

Board Retreat for Bruce MacKenzie’s year 
 
Multi club picnic - 8 to 2 p.m.  Location TBA 

Jun Mon 03 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 10 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Jun Tue 11 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet Happy Feet 

Jun Mon 17 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Jun Mon 17 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 24 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Dark for Debunking on 6/27/23 

Jun Thu 27 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking  

 

https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
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