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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

2/12/24 
 

Conducting: Joe Wittenwiler  
Rotary Moment/Pledge:  Ron Reynolds 
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures) 
Mic duty:  Rotated 
Newsletter:  Keith Thomas  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRES. JOE REMINDED EVERYONE THAT WE ARE DARK NEXT WEEK 
FOR THE PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY! 
 
 

VISITING ROTARIAN 
Michelle Shermer joined us today from the Rotary Club of 
Wenatchee, Washington.   She is a community activist who 
became acquainted with Rotary through her work with Bono 
and One.org.  In fact, she is a big U2 fan and is in town to 
see the U2 concert at the Sphere (again!)  Her club is also 
involved in an international project but in Haiti.  Welcome, 
Michelle, visit us again.  (Check the “Joke” section below 
or check out the pictures below for a U2 joke that your 
newsletter editor saw on his way home from Rotary today.) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Amber Fuhriman joined us again as a guest of Pres. Joe.  
She is a criminal  defense/immigration attorney  (reformed, 
she says) and has a company that does business consulting.  
It is called Success Development Solutions.  She published 
a book last August and while in Nashville a year ago 
happened to visit a Rotary Club.  She is a fellow “mudder” 
with Pres. Joe and when she mentioned that she had 
attended a Rotary meeting, he immediately invited her to 
visit one of our meetings.  She has applied for membership 
and was introduced to Jack Woodcock and will meet with 
him in the near future to prepare for her induction. After 
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thirteen years in the legal field in immigration and criminal justice she has moved 
into business coaching and sales training. Her interest is in charitable programs and 
she participated in our recent Feed the Homeless and provided eight bags of clothes. 
Welcome, Amber! 
 
Since today was our annual Valentine’s Day luncheon, we had a number of spouses 
in attendance; Donna Martin, Beth Pope, Sherrie Thomas, Sandi Mottau, 
Melissa Tanko, and Gwen Fukumoto.  Angela Domingo brought her dad, David 
Lee, who has been here a number of times 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Paul Gustilo announced that the next “Happy Feet” project will be February 20th at 
Ferron Elementary, 4225 El Oro St., Las Vegas, NV 89121.  We will be providing 
shoes to the most fun grade - Kindergarten!  There will be around 80 pairs of shoes 
given out and it is a very rewarding experience to see the happiness in the children’s 
eyes.  Pres. Joe magnanimously granted a $100 credit despite the fact that our gas 
bills have almost doubled or tripled in the past few months.   
 
Paul also said he would be attending the Interact Meeting this week and will be 
talking to them about RYLA which will be held March 22-24, 2024 and this year 
only Juniors and Seniors (seniors who are 18 years of age or under) can attend. 
Interact students have been invited to apply.  Contact him if you have someone 
interested. 
 
Pres. Joe announced that we will be having our annual Past President’s luncheon 
on Monday, March 4th, at Lawry’s the Prime Rib (our normal meeting place).  It 
was originally scheduled for February 26th, but we had some scheduling challenges 
and are moving it to March 4.   
 
Bruce MacKenzie said the next Gold Raffle is to be held on March 28, 2024.  He 
said that “Kula Hula” (Kula means gold in Hawaiian) is the theme. It will be held at 
the “Distill” venue at 6945 S. Rainbow Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89118.  Bruce said 
there will be hula dancers welcoming the guests with lei’s and later on will be 
presenting a hula dance presentation. He also promised a special dance by Pres. 
Joe.  Greg Mottau would like to sign up some sponsors to help in the fundraising 
so if you would spread the word, that would be great.  Also attached to the 
newsletter today is a flyer with details about the sponsorships, levels, amounts, etc.  
He also said that it is never too late to start tracking down items for the silent and 
the live auction. A list of possible auctions ideas is attached below.  Please let him 
know of your success in obtaining auction items. Please ask for a Fair Market Value 
(FMV) for the item. Also, provide the contact’s name for his spreadsheet. He can 
store the items when you obtain them. We really need everyone's assistance as this 

will result in increased revenues.  Contact him for details. Vern Ratzlaff will again be our auctioneer.  See 
the flyer attached for details about the Kula Hula. Everybody received their 2 tickets and an additional 4 
tickets that they hopefully can sell.  Aloha attire is recommended. Pres. Joe magnanimously granted a $50 
credit. 
 

 

https://www.ferronelementary.com/
https://www.distillbar.com/
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Keith Thomas announced that due to medical issues Cliff Silverstein won’t be able to be in Puerto 
Vallarta in time for the Rotary water project from February13-20,2024.  He has been involved with the 
project for 12 years. So far, Greg and Sandi Mottau, Keith and Sherrie Thomas, and Joe and Taryn 
Wittenwiler are all signed up to go.  Click here to see a short presentation about last year’s project. Pres. 
Joe magnanimously granted a $50 credit. 
 
Lori Clarke announced that she has accepted the responsibility to be the Speakers Program Committee 
chair and said that everyone in the club is on the committee and to send her any suggestions or 
recommendations for speakers. 
 
Eric Colvin announced the Super Bowl winners: 

Tom Martin                     $200 
Rebecca Collett               $200 
Rebecca Collett               $200 
Saiswart Angkanavin       $400 

 
There were a lot of score change/reverse score change winners…too many to include here.  Hopefully 
Eric can figure it out!   Pres. Joe magnanimously granted a $100 credit. 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
None  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Club Service 
Tom Martin has scheduled our Rotary golf outing for March 15-16, 2024, in St. George, Utah.  Signup 
sheets are in the book.   
Community Service 
See above. 
DacDB/Ignite 
No report today 
Foundation 
No change from last week. 
Vocational 
See above. 
Interact Club 
Greg Mottau is coordinating signups. The board has approved 8 spots for RYLA this year instead of the 
usual 4.  The Interact Club has expressed interest in going so 4 spots were added for members of the 
Interact Club.  This year District 5100 is limiting attendance to high school juniors and seniors 19 years of 
age or less.  The Interact Club is now an official program with Rotary International.  
International 
See above. 
Membership 
Bruce MacKenzie said two recent visitors have expressed interest and requested applications. 
Programs 
Lori Clarke said to send her any recommendations that you have for speakers.  

http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Rotary-International-Water-Filters-for-Families-Distribution-2.18.2023.pdf
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Public Relations/Newsletter 
The newsletter is posted each week on our website and on our Facebook page (where you can opt to see 
the whole newsletter or just the pictures.)    
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Joe suggests anything “coffee” related) 
 
Keith Thomas presented a banner that he received in the mail from a recent visiting Rotarian from 
Lebanon, Illinois.  He also gifted Pres. Joe a towel and a pin he received at a Warriors/Suns basketball 
game he attended in San Francisco this weekend.  And he also brought some coffee from Sweden that is 
supposed to be top of the line (even though he got it from a box that was supposed to go to the homeless 
last week…his reasoning being that the homeless don’t have anywhere to brew coffee anyway, so it might 
as well go to Pres. Joe.) 
 
Paul Gustilo said that he was in New York City last week and visited the 9/11 Museum which he 
recommends as a “must visit” if you are ever in NYC.  He brought home a 9/11 coffee mug for Pres. Joe.  
He also brought some coffee that he said he had been carrying around for three months or so  Better late 
than never.   
 
Troy Callahan said that she and Shawn went to Hawaii and brought back some 100% Kona Coffee. 
 
Eric Colvin said he flew back to town on Thursday and when he was walking through the airport was 
given a tiny Super Bowl pin – free, of course.  So, he gifted it to Pres. Joe. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
JOKES OF THE DAY 
 
A joke for our guest Michelle Shermer: “Bono and The Edge walk into a bar.  The bartender says, ‘U2 
again?’” 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Melissa Tanko was today’s winner.   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST   
 
None today (no time, have to pack for the Puerto Vallarta trip ������). 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
FULL 2023-2024 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW 
 

http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
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PROGRAM - DAN STOVER MUSIC CONTEST 
 
Jeanne Radde introduced the program for today which is our annual Dan Stover Music Contest.  This 
year we had four contestants from the Las Vegas Academy for the Performing Arts: 
 
Joshua Von Bruenchenhein – Violin – Concerto No. 2 by Wieniawski – winner - $200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connor Vaccarino – Cello – Classical by Saint-Saens – second runner-up - $100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Fontanilia – Violin – Classical by Sibelius – third runner-up - $100 
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Antonio Ricafort – Trombone – Concerto by Ferdinand – fourth runner-up - $100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our judges were: 
 Hal Weller (who had to leave early but left his best wishes) 
 Robert Reynolds 
 Matthew Reynolds 
 Harrison Reynolds 
 

 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The performances were awesome and it is always a treat to listen to such talented artists.  Congratulations 
to each of them and best of luck in the future.  And a special thanks to LVA orchestra instructor, Juliann 
McAllister, who coordinated the performers with Jeanne. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test.  
 

























 

Sponsorships 
The Las Vegas Southwest Rotary (LVSWR) was established in Southern Nevada in 1965 with the 

mission which promotes “Service Above Self.” Our commitment is to provide Community 

Services to the Las Vegas area which benefit the local community, especially targeting youth 

services and scholarships for college bound students.  

In order to fund these programs, we not only commit personal financial donations, we also 

organize an annual fundraising event in March. This year’s event is on March 28th and is themed 

as a Hawaiian Luau. Kula Hula means Gold Hula in Hawaiian.  

All event profits are directed to our budgets for our community service and scholarship 

programs. To increase the budget we have created Sponsorship Levels for Companies, 

Individuals and other organizations to assist us. We look forward to your generous assistance.  

 

EVENT SPONSOR          GOLD SPONSORS 

         $5,000          $2,500 ea. 

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS 

• Front Row Seating – Event Sponsor receives 8 seats & Gold 

Sponsors receive 4 seats 

• Program Advertising – Event Sponsor with full back page & Gold 

Sponsors with ½ page inside cover 

• Banner Up Signage at entrance shows Sponsor names and logos 

• Website and Newsletter banners for all sponsors 

• Gold Raffle Tickets for all Sponsors’ guests 

• Swag Bags for all Sponsor’s Guests & real flower leis 

• Sponsors’ guests receive lunch invite to a Lawry’s club lunch  

LVSWR is a 501 (c) (3) Foundation and all Sponsorships are tax deductible (81-1650174). 



Kula Hula 2024 
POTENTIAL SPONSORS / DONATIONS 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES 

DOLLAR LOAN CENTER 

NATIONAL BANKS 

COMMUNITY BANKS 

CREDIT UNIONS 

LARGE RETAIL – Home Depot, Target, Lowes 

         Albertsons, Smiths, Walgreens, CVS 

LIVE AUCTION (**) / SILENT AUCTION 
** HOTEL PACKAGES – Room, Shows, Restaurants   South Point, Wynn, 
Fountainbleau, Casa Blanca Resort, Tropicana, MGM proper�es, Caesar 
proper�es, Sta�on Casinos, Boyd proper�es, The Strat, Palms 

** MAJOR TRIPS 

** AIRLINE TICKETS 

 SPORTS – RAIDERS **, GOLDEN NIGHTS**, SILVER KNIGHTS, ACES, 

 TOP GOLF, ATOMIC GOLF, AVIATORS, UFC** 

RESTAURANTS 

EVENTS – THE SPHERE**, SMITH CENTER 

WINES – SOUTHERN WINES/GLASER**, TOTAL WINES, LEE’S 

GOLF COURSES 

MISCELLANEOUS – NEON MUSEUM, MOB MUSEUM, HIGH ROLLER, BOULDER TRAIN RIDE, 
VEGAS NIGHT FLIGHT TRIP, HOOVER DAM TOUR, LAKE MEAD HOUSE BOAT OR TOUR, 
FREEMONT ZIP LINE, COSMIC BOWL, SHARK REEF AQUARIUM, COOKING CLASSES, GO CART 
PARTY, BOULDER DAM HOTEL AND MUSEUM, LUXURY CAR RENTALS. THE SPHERE TOURS, 
HYDRO SHIELD, GIFT BASKETS. 

1/13/24 



 
Calendar of Events 

Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest  
DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

February - Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention Month 

Feb Mon 19 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

DARK FOR PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY 
  

Feb Tue 20 24 07:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Happy Feet 

Happy Feet at Ferron Elementary, 4225 El Oro St.,  Las Vegas, NV 
89121 
 
We will be providing shoes to the most fun grade - Kindergarten! 
  
https://www.ferronelementary.com/ 
 
  

Feb Mon 26 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting - One week late due to the President's Day Holiday on 

the third Monday 

Feb Mon 26 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Andy Bischel/ Boys and Girls Club of SN 

March - Water and Sanitation Month 

Mar Mon 04 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Past President's Day Luncheon 
Speaker - Jon Ralston 

Mar Mon 11 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

SNWA per speakers calendar on Google Drive. 
   
Per Bruce MacKenzie on 2/9: 
  
In the meantime, I spoke with Joe about a speaker for 
3/11 and he did not think we had a speaker. So I confirmed 
Eric Threeton for that day. He is an Assistant Governor for 
our Rotary District 5300. He will be able to talk about what 
is going on in the district and at Rotary International. He is 
a member of the Downtown Club in Las Vegas and is involved 
in TLC and RAYLA. His email is Eric3ton@gmail.com 
  
I included Keith so he can add it to the calendar 

Mar Fri 15 24 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Golf Weekend Golf Weekend in St. George, Utah 

Mar Mon 18 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Mar Mon 18 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 
Waldon "Wally" Swenson serves as Vice President of Corporate Affairs 
for Nevada HAND Inc. 

Mar Mon 25 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Mar Thu 28 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

LV Southwest - 
Gold Raffle 

GOLD RAFFLE - The theme will be "Kula Hulaâ€� 
(â€œKulaâ€� means gold in the Hawaiian language.  It will be 
held at the â€œDistillâ€� venue at 6945 S. Rainbow Blvd., 
Las Vegas, NV 89118.   There will be hula dancers welcoming 
the guests with leiâ€™s and later on with a hula dance 
presentation. There will also be a special dance by Pres. Joe. 
  

April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

https://www.ferronelementary.com/
mailto:Eric3ton@gmail.com
https://www.distillbar.com/


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

Apr Mon 01 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

DARK FOR EASTER HOLIDAY 

Apr Mon 01 24 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Scholarship 
Application 
Deadline 

Scholarship Application Deadline - Click here for a copy of the 
scholarship application forms.  

Apr Mon 08 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Valerie Pommer with CSN    CSN update    valerie.pommer@csn.edu 
702-651-4020 

Apr Wed 10 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Happy Feet - 
LV Southwest Happy Feet 

Apr Mon 15 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Apr Mon 15 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Apr Mon 22 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Apr Mon 29 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May - Youth Service Month 

May Mon 06 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Thu 09 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes 

May Mon 13 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Mon 20 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

May Mon 20 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

May Mon 27 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

DARK FOR MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 

May Wed 29 24 04:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Feed the 
Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the 
history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Sat 01 24 09:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat 
for Rebecca 
Collett's year 

Board Retreat for Rebecca Collett's year 

Jun Mon 03 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 10 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2024-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-rvsd-1.pdf
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

Jun Tue 11 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet Happy Feet 

Jun Mon 17 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Jun Mon 17 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 24 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest 
Weekly Club 
Meeting 

Dark for Debunking on 6/27/23 

Jun Thu 27 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking  
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