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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

12/11/23 
 

Conducting: Joe Wittenwiler 
Rotary Moment/Pledge:  Keith Thomas 
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures) 
Mic duty:  (No functioning mic’s today) 
Newsletter:  Keith Thomas  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUB ELECTIONS 
 
Ballots for election of officers and directors for the Rotary Year 2024-2025 were 
distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  Ballots were collected and tabulated and 
results announced as follows: 
 

President   Bruce MacKenzie 
President-elect  Rebecca Collett 
Secretary/Treasurer  Jeanne Radde 
Immediate Past President Joe Wittenwiler 
 
Director   Lori Clarke (two-year term) 
Director   Eric Colvin (two-year term) 
Director  Fred Fukumoto (to serve second year of Jeanne 

Radde’s term)   
 
Directors serving the second year of their two-year term are: 

Frank Abbott 
Tom Martin 

 
 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
President 

Joe Wittenwiler 
 

Immediate Past President 
Paul Gustilo 

 

President Elect 
Rebecca Collett 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bruce MacKenzie 

 

Directors 
Frank Abbott 
Eric Colvin 

Fred Fukumoto 
Tom Martin 

Jeanne Radde 
 

Advisor 
Bruce Pope 

 
Executive Secretary 

Melissa Brooks 
 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Paul Gustilo 

Int’l Service-Cliff Silverstein 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto  

Foundation-Bryan Dziedziak 
Club Service-Tom Martin 

Membership- Bruce MacKenzie 
Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 
Programs-Angela Baker 

Interact Club-Karl Maisner 
 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 
 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 
 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 
 

Check out our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  
 

#VegasStrong 
# 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/zDwNDqmSz34FtmLPA
http://www.district5300.org
https://www.rotary.org/en
http://www.lvswr.org/
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
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GUESTS 
 
Martha Greenberg accompanied our speaker for today.  She 
is the heart and soul of the Henderson Police Athletic League 
gym, which is why she is given the name “Momma of the 
Gym”. She is currently the secretary on the board. Martha is 
retired and spends all of her time volunteering at the 
Henderson PAL gym as well as taking care of her cats. She 
has been a part of the gym since 2003 and has kept the gym 
alive for so many kids in the community. Her and her 
husband, RC, who passed away in 2023, were a power couple 
and have mentored and coached hundreds of kids over the 
past decades.   
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pers. Joe reminded everyone to get their Rotary shirt orders in by as/12/23.  Each 
club member will receive one free shirt. 
 
Bruce MacKenzie said the next Gold Raffle is to be held on March 28, 2024.  He 
said that “Kula Hula” (Kula means gold in Hawaiian) is the theme. It will be held at 
the “Distill” venue at 6945 S. Rainbow Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89118.  Bruce said 
there will be hula dancers welcoming the guests with lei’s and later on will be 
presenting a hula dance presentation. He also promised a special dance by Pres. Joe.  
Greg Mottau would like to sign up some sponsors to help in the fundraising so if 
you would spread the word, that would be great.  He also said that it is never too late 
to start tracking down items for the silent auction.  Contact him for details. Vern 
Ratzlaff will again be our auctioneer.  See the flyer attached. 
 
Francesca Gilbert announced that our annual “Santa Coats” project last week was a 
huge success.  She said that she purchased 108 coats from JCPenney and thanked 
Tom Martin, Bruce Pope, Jordana Lane, Fred Fukumoto, and Keith Thomas for 
helping sort the coats last Wednesday and repackage them for delivery to Ferron 
Elementary on Thursday. Click here for pictures. It should be noted that the last 
picture shows Counselor Julie wheeling the cart with all the boxes of coats all by 
herself up the ramp and into the building.  Keith Thomas was the delivery person 
and said that he would have helped her but somebody had to take pictures!  
 
Pres. Joe thanked everyone who attended the club’s annual Holiday Party at Eric 
and Jessica Colvin’s last Saturday.  Karen Strawn again provided one of her 

handmake quilts for our annual fundraising raffle during the party.  Doug and Jeri Malan were the lucky 
winners and lots of money was raised for our club projects.  We were joined by some former Southwest 
Rotarians, Joanne Blystone, Adrienne Cox, and Hank Falstad.  Former Governor Bob List also made an 
appearance.  There was food and drink aplenty, thanks to Eric and Jessica and to Soiree’s.  Click here for 
pictures. 
 

 

https://hendersonpalnv.org/
https://www.distillbar.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/2KjhdzYnqr7Pa5dc7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/z4vt7yCgTPLJ1KKN7
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Eric Colvin announced the Week 14 results of the Sunday and Monday night football pools (MNF added 
post meeting since your editor never finishes the newsletter before the MNF): 

Eagles-Cowboys – SNF - Week 14 
1st quarter  Lorri Kilby  
2nd quarter Keith Thomas-might be an error (according to Eric) 
3rd quarter Angela Domingo 
4th Quarter Brad Middaugh 
Titans-Dolphins – MNF - Week 14 
1st quarter   Paul Gustilo 
2nd quarter  Paul Gustilo 
3rd quarter  Donna Martin 
 h Quarter    Mary Ann Berry 
 

This year, we expect to raise about $10,000 from the pool for our youth programs!!  Great job, Eric! 
 
 
Cliff Silverstein reminded the club members about the Puerto Vallarta water project in February.  So far, 
he and Carolyn, Greg and Cindy Mottau, Keith and Sherrie Thomas, and Joe and Taryn Wittenwiler 
are all signed up to go.  He said the Thomas’ and the Wittenwiler’s are sharing a condo (and assured 
everyone that they will all be on their best behavior.)  Anybody interested can contact Cliff for more 
information or can contact Kathy Rieser, our Puerto Vallarta Rotary liaison, at 513-779-2901 or 
kathy@memorablejourneys.net for help with reservations, etc.  Click here to see a short presentation about 
last year’s project. 
   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS  
 
Tom Martin was fined $50 for not wearing his Rotary name badge, despite his protestations to the 
contrary that he as at least wearing his Rotary pin. 
 
Melisaa Brooks was fined $100 for missing the Holiday Party despite her protestations to the contrary 
that she was attending a Clay Walker concert for which she had bought tickets months and months earlier 
(of course, the Holiday Party has been on the club calendar for months and months too!) 
 
Jeanne Radde was fined $100 for missing the Holiday Party despite her protestations to the contrary that 
she was attending a David Nail concert (a country western singer, apparently, that nobody has ever heard 
of!) 
 
Scott Baranoff also missed the party but said that he had a good excuse…he was in the Philippines 
(“meeting the parents”?)  Pres. Joe bought the excuse and levied no fine. 
 
Angela Baker also missed the party and her excuse that she was “stuck in traffic” was good enough to get 
her out of any fine. 
 
Frank Abbott also missed the party but his excuse was the best of all…he was in Stanford Hospital 
“getting things fixed”. With an excuse like that, how could Pres. Joe impose a fine?  Didn’t bother Pres. 
Joe, he still imposed a $50 fine. 
 
 
 

mailto:kathy@memorablejourneys.net
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Rotary-International-Water-Filters-for-Families-Distribution-2.18.2023.pdf
https://www.claywalker.com/
https://davidnail.com/
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Club Service 
Tom Martin said that he has scheduled our Rotary golf outing for March 15-16, 2024, in St. George, 
Utah.  Signup sheets are in the book.  Right now, he is just looking for interest, not a firm commitment.  
He says he is getting a good response so far. 
Community Service 
See Santa Coats announcements above. 
DacDB/Ignite 
No report today 
Foundation 
No change from last week. 
Vocational 
No change from last week.  
Interact Club 
Greg Mottau is coordinating signups. The board has approved 8 spots for RYLA this year instead of the 
usual 4.  The Interact Club has expressed interest in going so 4 spots were added for members of the 
Interact Club. 
International 
The Puerto Vallarta water project is still on for next February 18, 2024, so contact Cliff for more details. 
Membership 
Bruce MacKenzie said two recent visitors have expressed interest and requested applications. 
Programs 
Angela Baker said to send her any recommendations that you have for speakers.  
Public Relations/Newsletter 
Keith said the newsletter is posted each week on our website and on our Facebook page (where you can 
opt to see the whole newsletter or just the pictures.)    
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT (Pres. Joe suggests anything “coffee” related) 
 
None today.  Pres. Joe said he is starting to feel unloved (despite getting three gifts last week!) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin…He caught some vegans in his basement.  At least, he thought they were vegan.  All day 
long, they keep shouting, c’mon “lettuce leaf”.”  As if that joke wasn’t bad enough, he followed it up with 
the following joke…Vegans believe meat eaters and butchers are gross.  But those who sell you fruits and 
vegetables are grocer. 
 
Bruce Pope told a joke about a kindergarten class that visited a farm and the next day in class were asked 
to tell the teacher about some of the sounds they heard.  One said “…mooo”, another said “…oink, oink”, 
another said “…baa, baa”, and little Johnny said “…get off the #@!#*&@ tractor”! 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Fred Fukumoto was today’s winner. 
 

http://www.lvswr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lasvegassouthwestrotary/
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BLAST FROM THE PAST   
 
Nobody recognized the cowboy picture last week.  The bull riding former Southwest Rotarians was none 
other than Ned Bearden. 
 
Here is this week’s “Blast from the Past”.  Can anyone name everyone in the picture and what the 
occasion was? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS  
 
FULL 2023-2024 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Today’s program was presented by Emont Duncan. He is currently a police 
officer with the Henderson Police Department and has been a part of Henderson 
Police Athletic League for approximately 3 years. Emont has had a passion for 
community outreach since a teenager growing up in St. Louis, MO, and was 
deeply involved in community toy drives, Thanksgiving dinner distributions, 
community service events and mentoring. He also was given a Resolution with 
the City of St. Louis for his community work with the youth at the age of 18. 
Emont has had a love for boxing since a young age which helped him deal with 
emotions and found it to be a great mentoring tool. Now as a police officer, He 
is able to continue to give back through the Henderson PAL gym by teaching 
boxing and mentoring weekly. 
 
Emont was also the recipient of this year’s SOAR award representing the Henderson police department. 

https://hendersonpalnv.org/
https://hendersonpalnv.org/
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The purpose of the PAL program is to create "champions in the community'' by operating a youth boxing 
program. It is not the intention of this program to prepare youth to become professional boxers. It is their 
goal to point PAL kids in the direction stated in their Mission Statement…”To mentor and aid our youth 
with discipline, life skills and fitness, and to bring kids from different backgrounds together and provide a 
safe place to learn, build relationships and grow. It is their hope that all the youth that choose to participate 
and benefit from the program become law-abiding and productive citizens who contribute to the 
community. 
 
He invited everyone to visit their gym located at 820 N. Major St. in Henderson.  He said they are open 
from 2pm to 4pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays. 
 
When kids come in, he said they sit them down and (1) set a foundation and get a first impression, (2) 
determine why they are there, (3) determine what the role of the mentor will be, (4) set boundaries, (5) 
determine accountability, (6) establish consistency expectations, and (7) listen, respond, repeat back. 
 
Thanks for an excellent presentation!   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test.  
 











 
Calendar of Events 

Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest  
DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

December - Disease Prevention and Treatment Month 

Dec Mon 18 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Dec Mon 18 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

Speaker - Kelvin Watson, The Library District 

Dec Mon 25 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Dec Thu 28 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Childrens Holiday 
Party-LV 
Southwest 

 

January - Vocational Services Month 

Jan Mon 01 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR NEW YEARS HOLIDAY 

Jan Mon 08 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

Kyla Moore, Shammah Joseph - Interact Club of Advanced 
Technologies Academy 

Jan Thu 11 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes 

Jan Mon 15 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY HOLIDAY 

Jan Mon 22 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting - One week late due to Martin Luther King Day 

Holiday on third Monday 

Jan Mon 22 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

4-Way Speech Contest - winner goes to Group level contest 

Jan Mon 29 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Jan Wed 31 24 04:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Feed the Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For 
the history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, 
click here. 

February - Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention Month 

Feb Mon 05 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Feb Mon 12 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Valentine Day 
Luncheon, program 
by Dan Stover 
Music Contestants 

Rotary spouses/partners/guests are invited to a special Valentine's 
Day Luncheon at Lawry's to hear this year's Dan Stover Music 
contestants.  Click here for contestant guidelines. 

Feb Mon 19 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY 
  

Feb Wed 21 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Happy Feet-LV 
Southwest Happy Feet 

Feb Mon 26 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting - One week late due to the President's Day Holiday 

on the third Monday 

Feb Mon 26 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

Past President's Day Luncheon 

March - Water and Sanitation Month 

Mar Mon 04 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Dan-Stover-Music-Contest-2023-rules.pdf


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

Mar Mon 11 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Mar Mon 18 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Mar Mon 18 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Mar Mon 25 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Mar Thu 28 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Gold Raffle - LV 
Southwest 

GOLD RAFFLE - The theme will be "Kula Hulaâ€� 
(â€œKulaâ€� means gold in the Hawaiian language.  It 
will be held at the â€œDistillâ€� venue at 6945 S. 
Rainbow Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89118.   There will be hula 
dancers welcoming the guests with leiâ€™s and later on 
with a hula dance presentation. There will also be a special 
dance by Pres. Joe. 
  

April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

Apr Mon 01 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR EASTER HOLIDAY 

Apr Mon 01 24 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Scholarship 
Application 
Deadline 

Scholarship Application Deadline - Click here for a copy of the 
scholarship application forms. 

Apr Mon 08 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Apr Wed 10 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Happy Feet - LV 
Southwest Happy Feet 

Apr Mon 15 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Apr Mon 15 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Apr Mon 22 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Apr Mon 29 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

May - Youth Service Month 

May Fri 03 24 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Golf Weekend Golf Weekend in St. George, Utah 

May Mon 06 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

May Thu 09 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes 

May Mon 13 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

May Mon 20 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

May Mon 20 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

May Mon 27 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

DARK FOR MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 

https://www.distillbar.com/
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2023-ROTARY-SCHOLARSHIP-APPLICATION-revised-by-kt-1.pdf


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

May Wed 29 24 04:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Feed the Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For 
the history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, 
click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Sat 01 24 09:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat for 
Rebecca Collett's 
year 

Board Retreat for Rebecca Collett's year 

Jun Mon 03 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 10 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Jun Tue 11 24 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet Happy Feet 

Jun Mon 17 24 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Board Meeting Board Meeting 

Jun Mon 17 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

 

Jun Mon 24 24 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly 
Club Meeting 

Dark for Debunking on 6/27/23 

Jun Thu 27 24 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking  

 

https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
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