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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

4/24/23 
Conducting: Pres. Paul Gustilo 
Rotary Moment/Pledge: Ron Reynolds  
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures at 

today’s meeting) 
Mic duty: Karl Maisner 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas 
____________________________________________________________________ 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

None       

GUESTS 

None 
___________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pres. Paul thanked Chris Publow for standing in for him last week while he attended a 
work conference in Orlando, the “Common Ground Alliance”…learning all about 
“811” and …”preventing damages to underground infrastructure and protecting those 
who live and work near these important assets through shared responsibility”.  Tough 
duty since he had to stay at the Caribe Royale Resort. 

Joe Wittenwiler reported about his attendance at District Assembly last Saturday in 
Apple Valley.  He, Rebecca Collett, Angela Domingo, and Jeanne Radde were all in 
attendance.  He reported that the meetings were great and the pizza served for lunch 
was excellent.  He also reminded everyone that District Conference will be here in Las 
Vegas the first week in May. See details about this year’s DC below and in the attached 
calendar. 

He said that the Rotary year 2023-2024 will have some big changes, like holding the 4-
Way Test Speech Contest at the District Training Assembly, the Hansel/ Stover 
Contests will be held at the Foundation dinner in May, G-line marketing plans using 
social media will be used to promote club service projects and build club membership, 
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and the return of Rotary Essentials, just to name a few of the changes. A copy of 
District Governor-Elect Michael Soden’s PowerPoint presentation is attached to the 
newsletter. 
  
Joe also announced that the 2023-24 District Conference will be held on the Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Ship, the Navigator of the Sea. It will be sailing on June 21, 2024, 
returning on June 24, 2024. While on board, there will be a hosted reception on 
Friday. The traditional District Conference is on Saturday. On Sunday it will be 
docking in Ensenada where the Rotarians will be doing a service project.  The price 
includes cabin, food and entertainment (liquor is on you.)  A copy of the cruise flyer 
is also attached to the newsletter.  Registration is now open. Click here to register.  
He also brought back a new business card: 
 

 
 
Francesca Gilbert announced that our next Greenspokes event will be next 
Thursday, 4/27/23, at 6:00 p.m. at her palatial residence.  Contact her directly if you 
don’t have the address. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that our last Happy Feet project for Pres. Paul’s year will 
be on Tuesday, May 16th at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 1560 Cherokee Ln, Las Vegas, 
NV 89169. Please plan on arriving by 7:30 a.m. We should be done by 9:30. We will 
be putting 111 pairs of shoes on the fifth graders. 
 
Fred Fukumoto reported that the club Scholarship Committee received 8 
applications from 8 different Las Vegas high schools.  The Committee will be 
interviewing the top 2 on April 28, 2023.  He said that the winner would receive the 
full 8 semester scholarship under the existing rules, i.e., a minimum 3.0 GPA taking 
at least 12 semester hours.  The runner up would receive a 1-year scholarship that 
would be reviewed for continuation for another year (and future semesters) 
depending on the Club’s financial situation and the runner ups’ GPA. The Committee 
will invite the winner and runner up to a future meeting as their schedule allows. 
 
Pres. Paul reported that the club has been sued for copyright infringement.  A couple 
of our program speakers had presentations that included a copyrighted picture.  The 
presentations were attached to the newsletter and posted online.  The law firm in 

question apparently trolls the internet and files lawsuits whenever it sees something that they might be 
able to include in a lawsuit.  Even though the offending pictures were promptly removed when notified, 
the law firm is still seeking damages.  Please contact Pres. Paul if you have any questions about the 
lawsuit. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.dacdb.com/Register4/Index.cfm?EventID=77645774&UserID=800261335
https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
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INDUCTION CEREMONY – PATTI GRAHAM 

Jack Woodcock introduced Patti Graham as the newest member of the Rotary Club of Las Vegas 
Southwest.  Patti is the daughter of Rotarians and her father who passed away in December of last year, 
asked her to continue his legacy of Rotary service.  She of course agreed and has joined the premier 
Rotary Club around!   

Jack, once again, provided a comprehensive introduction (a copy of which is attached to the newsletter) to 
our newest member.  She is already involved in club activities, having participated in past service projects.  
She said she still has some business to wrap up in Florida and will be back full-time around the end of 
May. 

Jack and Pres. Paul presented her with the usual Rotary items, including a very fancy bottle of wine. 

WELCOME, PATTI, WE ARE HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU AS A MEMBER OF SOUTHWEST 
ROTARY. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

JOKES OF THE DAY 

Tom Martin told the story about Morris, an 82-year-old man, who went to the doctor to get a physical.  A 
few days later, the doctor saw Morris walking down the street with a gorgeous young woman on his arm.  
A couple of days later, the doctor spoke to Morris and said, “You’re really doing great, aren’t you?”  
Morris replied, “Just doing what you said, Doc: Get a hot momma and be cheerful.”  The doctor said, “I 
didn’t say that…I said, “you’ve got a heart murmur, be careful!” 

Scott Baranoff told the story about a man with a persistent cough who goes to a pharmacy and gets a 
remedy from the assistant. Next day he’s back saying the cure didn’t work and asks for something else. 
The assistant gives him another cough medicine, but the next day the man is back complaining the new 
medicine doesn’t work either. This continues for weeks until the head pharmacist takes over and gives the 
man another bottle of medicine. The next day the assistant sees the man walking very slowly down the 
road, his cough completely cured. ‘That’s fantastic,’ says the assistant, and when he returned to work, he 
asked the head pharmacist, ‘What cough remedy did you give him?’ ‘I didn’t give him a cough remedy,’ 
says the head pharmacist. ‘I gave him a laxative. Now he’s afraid to cough.’ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Keith Thomas said that he and Sherrie were in San Jose last week for a Jerry Seinfeld concert at the San 
Jose Center for the Performing Arts.  Since they arrived a bit early, they visited the San Jose Museum of 
Art where they spent their children’s inheritance on a very expensive refrigerator magnet: 
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Karl Maisner said Rachelle had a speaking engagement in Southern California so they took Theo and 
Arielle along for the weekend and visited Universal Studios (although he said the kids were more excited 
about getting back to the hotel so they could go swimming in the pool!).  He brought back an appropriate 
magnet (which he said might be his first gift in Pres. Paul’s year!): 
 

 
 

Sean Tanko said he had just returned from Florida where he and his daughter went for a short vacay and 
where they visited Disneyworld, Universal Studios, Animal Kingdom, and Magic Kingdom. He said he 
and his daughter like to “…chase roller coasters” and that is their thing.  He brought back two cool 
magnets: 
 

     
 
 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
None today. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Keith Thomas was the grand prize winner today. 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see the newsletter from August 16, 2004.  (I’m going to keep running this one over and over 
until I get at least one comment on the hilarious picture captions.  ����  This will be the fifth time with no 
comments yet.) 
 

http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/20040823-bulletin.pdf
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS - (FULL 2023 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW) 
  
4/27/23 Greenspokes at 6:00 p.m. at Francesca Gilbert’s – call her for the address and gate code. 
5/1/23 Celine Apo and Chris Brown, Southwest Gas - How natural gas rates are established in NV 
5/5-6/23 District 5300 Conference at Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's), 3645 Las Vegas Blvd. 

S., Las Vegas, NV 89109. Our club has approved $1,000 to cover the cost of registration 
for Southwest Rotarians (well, sort of…if 10 SW Rotarians register, each will receive $100 
to cover costs, if 20 SW Rotarians sign up, each will get $50 to cover costs, etc.)   

5/8/23 Akita McCullough - CCSD community out reach   
5/15/23 TBD  
5/16/23 Happy Feet at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 1560 Cherokee Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89169. Please 

plan on arriving by 7:30 a.m. We should be done by 9:30.  
5/20/23 Board retreat for Joe Wittenwiler's year 
5/22/23 Mason van Houweling - CEO of UMC  
5/29/23 Dark for Memorial Day  
5/31/23 Our next Feed the Homeless is coming up faster than usual. In addition to sandwiches, we 

will again be distributing clothing and hygiene kits.  It is located at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the history of our 
involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. Please be there by 4:00 p.m. 

 
  
PROGRAM 
 
Francesca Gilbert introduced Chris Publow who continued with his update from last week about Elon 
Musk and Space X, etc.  A copy of his presentation is attached.  
 
Some facts about Chris for our newer members: 

1. He moved to Las Vegas in 1963 about the same time the movie “Viva Las Vegas” was being filmed 
here. 

2. He graduated from Western High School in 1967. 
3. He graduated from West Point and then served in the military for 5 years. 
4. He has been married for 52 years and has 3 daughters and 6 grandchildren. 
5. He was the general manager for Ted Wiens Automotive up until he retired. 
6. He and Lali have a vacation home on Crystal Lake, in Frankfort, Michigan, which is on the shores 

of Lake Michigan. 
7. He joined Southwest Rotary in 1983 and is celebrating his 40th Rotary anniversary year. 
8. He was club President in 1991-1992. 
9. When asked what one of the highlights was when he first moved to Las Vegas, he quipped “Ann 

Margaret”. 
 
The ever erudite and entertaining Chris provided a very interesting presentation (copy attached) about 
Elon and what he is up to these days. 
 
Thanks so much, Chris, for a presentation that went by way too fast!!! 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test. 

https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf








AGGRESSIVE PROSTATE CANCER. THEY TRAVELED THE WORLD UNTIL 2020. DURING THIS TIME 

IN 2018 THEIR YOUNGEST DAUGHTER ASKED DAVID TO BE HER REAL DAD, A VERY SIGNIFICANT 

EMOTIONAL TIME FOR THE FAMILY. 

AFTER DAVID'S PASSING, IN MARCH OF 2022 THE MARKET WAS GOOD SO SHE SOLD HER 

HOME. HER EMOTIONAL STATE WAS LOW AND ONE OF HER CLIENTS REQUESTED SHE MOVE 

TO CALIFORNIA. SHE THOUGHT TO HERSELF, NO ONE IN THEIR RIGHT MIND MOVES TO CA, THE 

COMPROMISE WAS NEVADA. LUCKY FOR HER AND FOR US. SHE HAS A SISTER AND 2 NIECES 

HERE IN LAS VEGAS. SHE IS MOVING INTO A BRAND-NEW CONDO IN SUMMERLIN AT THE END 

OF APRIL. SHE HAS A 1 YEAR OLD CORGI AND WALKS 5-8 "KLICKS" A DAY. SHE NOW HAS MORE 

THAN $2000 IN THE BANK, HER KIDS ARE HEALTHY AND SUCCESSFUL. SHE IS HEALTHY, 

SUCCESSFUL, AND NEVER LOOKS BACK. SHE TRULY LIVES THE AMERICAN DREAM, (YOU WORK 

HARD, YOU DO WELL). SHE HAS VOLUNTEERED FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE SINCE WAS 13. SHE 

HAS ALL OF HER PAUL HARRIS PINS FROM HER MOM AND DAD. SHE WORKED FOR THE 

AMERICAN AND CANADIAN HEART ASSOCIATION, THE CANADIAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION, AND 

THE CALGARY STAMPEDE KIWANIS CLUB. SHE HAS ALREADY HELPED WITH SOME OF OUR 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS. 

LET'S WELCOME PATTI TO THE LAS VEGAS SOUTHWEST ROTARY CLUB. 

















DC 24 Highlight
Rotary Service 

day in Ensenada 

CRUISE TO SERVICECRUISE TO SERVICE
JUNE 21 - 24, 2024 

DC 24

3 Night Ensenada Cruise 

Day 1 Los Angeles, California

Day 2 Cruising Day at sea
Day 3 Ensenada, Mexico - Day of Service 

Day 4 Los Angeles, California





For our Las Vegas members: We will be
scheduling Buses to take you from LV to

the port in Los Angeles and back.  

Please go to this link and 
complete the intent Form  

https://tinyurl.com/yc3ushze



District 5300
District 
Training 
Assembly
April 22, 2023



Who is your DG 2023-24
• I am not Mr. DACdb despite the rumors
• Joined Rotary in 2003 back in Virginia
• 2-time Club President Brandermill & Green Valley
• District 5300 Grants Chair for 4 years
• Zone 26 ARPIC for 4 years
• Rotary Foundation Major Donor and a member of 

the Paul Harris Society
• 3-time Rotarian of the Year
• Married to the same woman for 42 plus years
• One daughter and two grandsons, age 7 and 10  



A Fun Fact

District Governor 2023-2024: Michael
First Lady:  Sylvia

District Governor 2024-2025:  Michael
First Lady: Sylvia



Presidential 
Theme
2023-2024 RIPE McInally calls for Rotary to create hope in the world by working 

for peace and mental wellbeing. He urges us to engage in tough 
conversations and earn the trust that's necessary to realize these 

values.

Create Mental Health Awareness 



Plans for the 
2023-2024

Rotary Year

Rotary Essentials 

September - Public Image 
Conducted by DPIC - Kari Anderson

October – Membership
Conducted by DMC - DGN Gilda Moshir

November – The Rotary Foundation
Conducted by DRFCC - Mark Mariscal

December – DEI (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion)
Conducted by DEIC - Thomas Allison



Plans for the 
2023-2024

Rotary Year

Youth Services 
TLC – December 1-3, 2023
Chair: Eric Threeton

RYLA – March 22-24, 2024
Chair: Celeste Kelley

4-Way Test  Speech Contest -April 20, 2024
Chair: Ginny Hsiao

Hansel Stover Music Contest- May 2024
Chair: TBA

George Hensel Ethics Contest – TBT
Chair: Manny Franco



More District Events 
Foundation Dinner – May 2024

Peace Conference – March 2024

Polio Plus Baseball Games - TBA

SuperBuild – TBA

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) - 2 in SoCal, 2 in Las 
Vegas and 1 online

Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year



Communication Tools
Returning after long a long vacation - QUICK NOTES

Quarterly Newsletter 

Updated Calendar

Redesigned District Website

Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

In 2011 District 5300 
Over 3000 Members

65 Clubs

In 2023 District 5300
Under 2000

58 Clubs



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

By the year 2072 the last 
Rotary club in North America 

will cease to operate.



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

SEEWHATWEDO.ORG
Connect with Your Community

Be the Force of Change in Your Community

Uniting to Make a Difference: The Power of  Your Local 
Rotary



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

G-line Marketing Plan
• Website to promote local projects 

• Social Media Campaigns to support those projects

• Working with local educational institutions to create 
content 

• All 5 areas in the district will be part of plan

• Assistant Governors working with the clubs to support 
club Projects 

• First Marketing push will be Mid August with more  to 
follow.

• Metrics for tracking success 



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

The Goal 

Increase membership to 
over 2,000 District 

members



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

Potential New Clubs
Henderson After Hours

E-Club of District 5300

Polio Survivor caused based club



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

Polio Plus Society  



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

Polio Plus Society  
What is it? 

In an effort to increase sustainable giving, the PolioPlus Society was formed 
to encourage Rotarians to commit to a minimum of $100/year to the 
PolioPlus Fund until polio is eradicated from the face of the earth. Society 
members receive a special society pin.

Reported cases:

Since August of 2022, there has been one



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

I challenge you to join the 
Polio Plus Society



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

DC 24 Cruise To 
Service  





Cruise to Service
Royal Caribbean – Navigator of the Sea

4 Days & 3 Nights

Itinerary
Day 1 Los Angeles, California

Day 2 Cruising Day at sea – District Conference
Day 3 Ensenada, Mexico - Day of Service 

Day 4 Los Angeles, California

Registration Opens Monday



Cruise to Service
Costs

$50.00 Registration 

Veranda (Premium location) - Per Person Double Occupancy ($817.79)

Veranda (Non-premium location) - Per Person Double Occupancy ($739.79) 

Ocean View - Per Person, Double Occupancy ($592.79) 

Inside - Per Person, Double Occupancy ($494.79) 

Bus Transportation From Las Vegas available (If demand is there)



Plans for the 
2023-2024
Rotary Year

Questions



 
Calendar of Events 

Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest  
DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

Apr Thu 27 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes at Francesca Gilbert's.  Call her for directions if 

you don't already have them. 
May - Youth Service Month 

May Mon 01 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting 

Celine Apo and Chris Brown, Southwest 
Gas - How natural gas rates are 
established in NV 

May Thu 04 23 08:00 AM  Tarnished Brass 
Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's) 
3645 Las Vegas Blvd. S. 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

May Fri 05 23 11:00 AM  
2022-23 ANNUAL 
DISTRICT 5300 
CONFERENCE  

Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's) 
3645 Las Vegas Blvd. S. 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

May Fri 05 23 07:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Golf Weekend  

May Mon 08 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting 

Mark Mariscal -  District Rotary Foundation Chair  
 
Akita McCullough/ CCSD community out reach 

May Mon 15 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Monthly Board 
Meeting Monthly board meeting 

May Mon 15 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

May Tue 16 23 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet 

Happy Feet at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 1560 Cherokee Ln, 
Las Vegas, NV 89169.  Please plan on arriving by 7:30 
a.m.  We should be done by 9:30 a.m., 

May Sat 20 23 08:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat for 
2023-2024 Board retreat for Joe Wittenwiler's year 

May Mon 22 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting Mason van Houweling - CEO of UMC 

May Sat 27 23 08:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

RI Annual 
Convention Rotary Annual Convention 

May Mon 29 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Dark for Memorial 
Day Dark for Memorial Day Holiday 

May Wed 31 23 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Feed the Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland 
Parkway   For the history of our involvement with FTH at AGM 
at CCE on MP, click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Mon 05 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Sat 10 23 05:30 AM  Corazon June 
Superbuild 2022-23 

Superbuild in Tecate, Mexico. Meet in Chula 
Vista-360 E H St' 
Chula Vista, CA. 91910. 
. Check with Chair Robin Smith for details 

Jun Mon 12 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Mon 19 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Monthly Board 
Meeting Monthly board meeting 

Jun Mon 19 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Mon 26 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Dark for Debunking Dark for debunking 

Jun Thu 29 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking Debunking 

 

https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
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