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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 
 

4/17/23 
Conducting: Chris Publow (Past President, 1991-1992) - Pres. 

Paul is on vacation somewhere! 
Rotary Moment/Pledge:  Ron Reynolds  
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures at 

today’s meeting) 
Mic duty: Les Kaneta 
Newsletter: Keith Thomas 
____________________________________________________________________ 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

Joehan Tohkingkeo joined us today from the Rotary Club of Singapore East.  He is an 
IT professional in town for a conference.  He is currently the 57th president of his club.  
He brought greetings from District 3310 and invited everyone to come to Singapore for 
the International Rotary Conference in 2024.  He said his club has about 35 members 
and is looking to have “60 by 60” (60 members by their 60th anniversary in three 
years.)  He also left his club brochure (attached hereto) and exchanged club banners: 

President 
Paul Gustilo 

Immediate Past President 
Jordana Lane 

President Elect 
Joe Wittenwiler 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rebecca Collett 

Directors 
Eric Colvin 

Fred Fukumoto 
Francesca Gilbert 

Tom Martin 
Bruce MacKenzie 

Advisor 
Bruce Pope 

Executive Secretary 
Melissa Brooks 

Committee Chairs 
Community Service-Jeanne Radde 

Int’l Service-Cliff Silverstein 
Vocational Service–Fred Fukumoto 

and Francesca Gilbert 
Foundation-Bryan Dziedziak 

Club Service-Tom Martin 
Membership- Bruce MacKenzie 

Public Relations/Calendar/ 
Newsletter-Keith Thomas 

Programs-Fred Fukumoto/Francesca 
Gilbert/Ed Guthrie/Jack Woodcock 

Interact Club-Karl Maisner 

Monday, Noon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant 
4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 

(Paradise and Flamingo) 
Las Vegas, NV 

501c(3) Tax ID# 81-1650174 
501c(4) Tax ID# 88-6008778 

PO Box 752612 
Las Vegas, NV  89136 

melissabrooks1@outlook.com 

Club Phone–702-870-4655 

Check out our website 
www.lvswr.org and on Facebook at 

/lasvegassouthwestrotary  

#VegasStrong 
# 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/e11rYmviSnkSmnu49
https://rcsesg.org/
https://www.rotarydistrict3310.org.my/
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.rotary.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
mailto:melissabrooks1@outlook.com
http://www.lvswr.org/
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GUESTS 
 
Maureen Keefe was in the house again today. She has launched a new business 
called “MoJoe’s,” a mobile coffee truck. You are getting to be a regular, Maureen!   
 
Brittany Montoya-Taylor, a former Rotarian from the Rotary Club of Lake 
Arrowhead in California, stopped in to check us out.  She moved to Las Vegas about 
six years ago and is looking to get back involved in the community. She is a Vice 
President at USI Insurance Services. 
 
Michelle Wilsak was a guest of Jordana Lane today.  You may remember her from 
when she attended Jordana’s debunking. Michelle is president of VegasStrongInc, a 
non-profit working towards facilitation and support as you heal through trauma. 
Check out her Facebook page here.  She invited everyone to attend a workshop this 
next weekend…details below: 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Francesca Gilbert announced that our next Greenspokes event will be on 4/27/23 at 6:00 p.m. at her 
palatial residence.  Contact her directly if you don’t have the address.   
 

 

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/7199
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/7199
https://www.usi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VegasStrongInc
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Bruce MacKenzie announced: 
1. Our club’s first two “honorary” members are former LVSWR Rotarians Doug Malan and Vern 

Ratzlaff.  Honorary Rotarians aren’t obligated to pay dues, etc., but are welcomed at all service 
projects, meetings (just have to pay for their lunch), etc.   

2. Patty Graham, who has been approved for membership, will be inducted on 4/24/23.  She is still 
in between Las Vegas and Florida but will soon be here for good.  Bruce told us about a project 
she has been involved in which provides eyeglasses for kids (she even was able to get the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers involved.) 

 
Joe Wittenwiler reminded everyone about District Assembly next Saturday in Apple Valley (see details 
below and in attached calendar. 
 
Jordana Lane announced that: 

1. District Conference will be here in Las Vegas the first week in May.  See details below and in 
attached calendar, and 

2. The Happy Feet project previously scheduled for tomorrow has been postponed - details TBD for 
our final HF project of the Rotary year, which will be at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
  
None today as time was limited although Past-President Chris did levy a $100 fine against your intrepid 
newsletter editor for some minor infraction (speaking out of turn or something like that…actually I think 
he said it was for being obnoxious…me, obnoxious???) 
 
Past Pres. Chris quizzed the members about “Tesla” cars: 

1. When did Elon Musk build his first car?  2007 
2. When did the S Model come out? 2012 
3. How many Tesla’s are on the road now?  4.5 million (sounds high, doesn’t it…maybe my notes are 

wrong?) 
4. How many motors in each car?  Generally, two but you can get 3. 
5. How much horsepower per motor? 325 
6. How many gears? 2 – forward and reverse 
7. How many batteries (lithium ion) are in each car? 7700 
8. How many moving parts in a Tesla motor compared to a combustion engine?  Less than 10 versus 

250 
9. How much does electricity cost?  About $4 will take you 100 miles 
10. How much do they cost?  Depends, $40k to $150k.  They are working on a $25k version. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Scott Baranoff told a somewhat ribald story of a father, a son, a maid, a doctor, and the father’s wife.  
When we have visitors, Scott always issues a heads up by saying that he is a urology doctor and that his 
jokes tend to be “urology” related (to put it delicately.) 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT  

 
Past Pres. Chris asked everyone to hold their gifts for the return of Pres. Paul who is off on some exotic 
vacation this week. 
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DRAWING  
 
Maureen Keefe was the grand prize winner today. 
 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
Click here to see the newsletter from August 16, 2004.  (I’m going to keep running this one over and over 
until I get at least one comment on the hilarious picture captions.  ����  This will be the fourth time.) 
 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS AND EVENTS - (FULL 2023 CALENDAR ATTACHED BELOW) 
  
4/22/23 District Assembly. Sitting Bull Academy, 19445f Sitting Bull Rd., Apple Valley, CA 92308 
4/24/23 LVSWR Board meeting (rescheduled from 4/17) 
4/24/23 Chris Publow - Space X 
4/27/23 Greenspokes at 6:00 p.m. at Francesca Gilbert’s - 228 Welsey Ave., LV, NV  89183. 
5/1/23 Celine Apo and Chris Brown, Southwest Gas - How natural gas rates are established in NV 
5/5-6/23 District 5300 Conference at Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's), 3645 Las Vegas 

Blvd. S., Las Vegas, NV 89109. Our club has approved $1,000 to cover the cost of 
registration for Southwest Rotarians (well, sort of…if 10 SW Rotarians register, each will 
receive $100 to cover costs, if 20 SW Rotarians sign up, each will get $50 to cover costs, 
etc.)   

5/8/23 Akita McCullough - CCSD community out reach   
5/15/23 TBD  
5/18/23 Tentatively scheduled for today. Happy Feet at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 1560 Cherokee 

Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89169. Please plan on arriving by 7:30 a.m. We should be done by 9:30.  
5/19/23 Board retreat for Joe Wittenwiler's year 
5/22/23 Mason van Houweling - CEO of UMC  
5/29/23 Dark for Memorial Day  
5/31/23 Our next Feed the Homeless is coming up faster than usual. In addition to sandwiches, we 

will again be distributing clothing and hygiene kits.  It is located at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the history of our 
involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. Please be there by 4:00 p.m. 

 
  
PROGRAM 
 
Fred Fukumoto introduced Ceaira Turnage who joined us via Zoom.  She is a customer service 
specialist at a new home-building company called Boxbl.  Boxabl homes are portable buildings that are 
stackable and highly modular. They can be unpacked on-site in an hour. Boxabl homes come with all 
essential utilities and amenities. Click here to see a video of Boxbl in action.  A copy of her presentation is 
attached hereto.   
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded with the 4-Way Test. 

http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/20040823-bulletin.pdf
https://district5300.org/district-assembly/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/228+Welsey+Ave,+Las+Vegas,+NV+89183/@36.008137,-115.1622756,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x80c8ceea2adb9469:0xd02c6eccbf0c73ff!8m2!3d36.008137!4d-115.1622756!16s%2Fg%2F11c1g7sz8t
https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf
https://www.boxabl.com/
https://youtu.be/DZ6-uXltzCY














BOXABL INTRODUCTION



The Boxabl mission is To revolutionize 
the standard of housing construction 
and affordability with an innovative, 
technology-based solution to mass-
produce homes through advanced 
manufacturing.

Boxabl was started in 2017 by Paolo 
Tiramani, Galiano Tiramani, and Kyle 
Denman. After several years of 
prototyping and testing materials, the 
Boxabl Casita was introduced in early 
2020 and started production in 2021. 



Boxabl is currently 
producing one model. Our 
Casita is 361 SQ FT with 9.5 

FT ceilings

Full-Size Kitchen
Fridge • Sink With a View • Oven • Dishwasher • 

Microwave • Cabinets

Bathroom
Deep shower/tub • Vessel sink • Large counter • 

Backlit Mirror • Sliding Glass Barn Door

Living
19.5ftx 19.5ft • 375 sq ft • 9'6" Ceilings • 8' Huge 

Doors & Windows • Wide Plank Composite Flooring 
• Washer/Dryer • Heating & Air Conditioning

Ultra-Low Utility Bills
Insulation technology and included LED lighting 

saves you money every day

INCLUDED



Furniture 
not 

included





How long will the product last?
We expect these units to last longer than traditional buildings. We have done extensive testing on how our units might stand up to wind, fire, water and 
other elements that usually degrade a building.

Can you tell me more about the roof?
e stock Casita has a flat roof with TPO membrane that is watertight, insulated and snow load rated. Some areas will require a pitched roof, in that case, 
you will add a roof solution on-site with your roofing contractor. In the future, we hope to provide plans for this and potentially a roofing solution that 
we will sell separately.

How insulated and energy efficient is a Boxabl unit?
The house is very well insulated. The walls have a nominal R value of R-22 The building envelope is very tight, reducing air leakage and they don’t have 
traditional lumber studs that contribute to thermal bridging. Our initial tests show a HERS score of 40.

Is this earthquake tested?
The Casita is expected to be rated for all earthquake zones. Soon, we will publish the exact test data on our website.

Are they wind-resistant?
The Casita walls can handle hurricane-speed winds. Soon we will be publishing exact test data on our website

Are they flood-resistant?
Boxabl doesn't use lumber or sheetrock. The building materials are less likely to be damaged by water or grow mold.

Are they fire-resistant?
Nothing is fireproof. But Boxabl was engineered with fire resistance in mind. The interior and exterior of the structure are clad with non-combustible 
materials. We think this means flying embers that spread forest fires won't ignite your Boxabl.

Can they handle snow?
The Casitas snow load is rated for most of North America and can be retrofitted for the rest. Soon we will publish exact test data on our website.

What codes do they comply with?
Boxabl buildings will exceed the requirements of most building codes. They will come with state modular certifications and park model RV certifications.

Frequently Asked Questions







Our model Casita’s are in the front parking lot of our factory. The 
address is 5345 E N Belt Rd, North Las Vegas, NV 89115 . The 
model casita is open to the public 24hrs 7 days a week! Book a 
factory tour Monday-Friday 9am-3:00pm. Calendly - Boxabl Tours

https://calendly.com/boxabl-tours












 
Calendar of Events 

Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest  

DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 
April - Maternal and Child Health Month 

Apr Sat 22 23 08:00 AM  District Assembly 
2023-24 

 
Sitting Bull Academy 
19445f Sitting Bull Rd 
Apple Valley, CA 92308 

Apr Mon 24 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Monthly Board 
Meeting Monthly board meeting 

Apr Mon 24 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting Chris Publow - Space X 

Apr Thu 27 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Greenspokes Greenspokes at Francesca Gilbert's.  Call her for directions if you don't 

already have them. 
May - Youth Service Month 

May Mon 01 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting Celine Apo and Chris Brown, Southwest Gas - How natural gas rates 

are established in NV 

May Fri 05 23 11:00 AM  
2022-23 ANNUAL 
DISTRICT 5300 
CONFERENCE  

Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's) 
3645 Las Vegas Blvd. S. 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

May Fri 05 23 07:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Golf Weekend  

May Mon 08 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting 

Mark Mariscal - District Rotary Foundation Chair  
 
Akita McCullough/ CCSD community out reach 

May Mon 15 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Monthly Board 
Meeting Monthly board meeting 

May Mon 15 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting TBD 

May Tue 16 23 07:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest Happy Feet 

Tentatively scheduled for today. Happy Feet at Ruby Thomas 
Elementary. 1560 Cherokee Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89169.  Please plan on 
arriving by 7:30 a.m.  We should be done by 9:30 a.m., 

May Fri 19 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Board Retreat for 
2023-2024 Board retreat for Joe Wittenwiler's year 

May Mon 22 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting Mason van Houweling - CEO of UMC 

May Sat 27 23 08:30 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

RI Annual 
Convention Rotary Annual Convention 

May Mon 29 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Dark for Memorial 
Day Dark for Memorial Day Holiday 

May Wed 31 23 05:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Feed the Homeless 

Feed the Homeless and clothing giveaway at Amazing Grace 
Ministries at Christ Church Episcopal  on Maryland Parkway   For the 
history of our involvement with FTH at AGM at CCE on MP, click here. 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Mon 05 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Sat 10 23 05:30 AM  Corazon June 
Superbuild 2022-23 

Superbuild in Tecate, Mexico. Meet in Chula Vista-360 E H St' 
Chula Vista, CA. 91910. 
. Check with Chair Robin Smith for details 

Jun Mon 12 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Mon 19 23 11:00 AM Las Vegas 
Southwest 

Monthly Board 
Meeting Monthly board meeting 

Jun Mon 19 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Weekly Club Meeting  

Jun Mon 26 23 12:15 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Dark for Debunking Dark for debunking 

https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://rubysthomas.weebly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thomas+Elementary+School,+Ruby+S./@36.125352,-115.130534,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x710934837f4c2705?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjg4t381vH3AhUjKqYKHQaMDcwQ_BJ6BAhaEAU
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://amazinggraceministry.net/
https://www.christepiscopallv.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christ+Church+Episcopal/@36.1474669,-115.1374098,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf0bb99fef0523237!8m2!3d36.1474669!4d-115.1374098
http://www.lvswr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/History-of-feed-the-homeless-with-CCE.pdf


DATE TIME CLUB EVENT NAME LOCATION / COMMENTS 

Jun Thu 29 23 06:00 PM Las Vegas 
Southwest Debunking Debunking 

December - Disease Prevention and Treatment Month 
Dec Fri 01 23 08:00 AM  TLC - save the date  

March - Water and Sanitation Month 

Mar Fri 22 24 09:00 AM  RYLA 24 - Save the 
Date 

 

June - Rotary Fellowships Month 

Jun Fri 21 24 04:00 PM  DC 24 Cruise to 
Service Intent Form 
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