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President Jordana Lane
Keith Thomas
Tom Martin (see below or click on “Photos” at left
for pictures at today’s meeting. Two pictures need
explaining. One of the pictures is of two raffle tickets
and a dollar coin. Tom and Bruce for many, many
years, have had a private raffle bet each week.
Another picture is a street picture that I took on the
way to Rotary today looking south on Paradise by
the convention center where the COVID
vaccinations are being done. There is a sign which
said “Vaccine walk ins welcome”.)
Eric Colvin
Keith Thomas

LAWRY’S HAS REOPENED ON MONDAYS – JOIN US AGAIN!! Remember
you can join via ZOOM. Pres. Jordana always sends out a link prior to the
meeting. Nobody was attending by Zoom today because they were all attending
in person! Yea!!
VISITING ROTARIANS
PDG Tom Novotny joined us today to present a Vegas Golden Knights jersey to
Keith Thomas who was a winner in the Las Vegas West Club’s “scratch-off card
contest”.
Arleen Sirois, our speaker today, is a member of the Las Vegas Rotary Club.
__________________________________________________________________
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GUESTS
Michael Gagnon was a guest today of our speaker, Arleen Sirois. Michael is a
wine buyer at the MGM Grand, but, more importantly, is Arleen’s spouse.
Welcome, Michael!
Joe Byers, a former member of our club, joined us today and indicated that his
work is bringing him back to Las Vegas more frequently and he may have the
opportunity to once again rejoin the club. For now, however, he spends his time
going between his home in Bulverde, Texas (near San Antonio), Las Vegas, and
other locations as part of his commercial real estate investment business. Joe left
the club when he moved to Texas around 2006 or 2007.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Keith Thomas announced that the board had approved a $500 grant to the
Children’s Advocacy Center Foundation. CACF works with the Clark County’s
Department of Family Services and the Southern Nevada Children’s Advocacy
Center, the County's central intake unit for children who have been suspected of
being sexually exploited, neglected, and/or abused. They are located in the same
facility as Child Haven. He and Pres. Jordana visited the CAC facility last
Thursday (the 22nd) and presented the donation in person to Neyda Becker, the
executive director.

Keith also announced that Opportunity Village is seeking volunteers to help load
donated office furniture. Heather Davis, OV’s Manager of Volunteer Engagement
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sent this email…” We are looking for a group the size of a small army (or multiple groups, or
individuals, or families, even friends,... anyone, anyone ) who might be able to join us for a last
minute opportunity. The need is on this Thursday, April 29th and Friday April 30th from 10am-2pm.
We have been offered a large donation from a plant that is closing for our retail store. However, we
will not be able to obtain the donations without some quick help. We are looking for a group of
individuals (any amount would be a great assistance but the more the better) to help clear the Creel
Printing Plant located on 6330 W Sunset, Las Vegas NV 89118. Work will consist of moving chairs,
moving various furniture items, computer monitors, etc. Loading items on trailer for transport to OV
thrift store. We are in high need for donations at thrift at the moment, so timing is perfect for this
blessing if we can find the help.” Here is her contact information: Heather Davis, Direct: 702-8804068, Mobile: 702-964-9474, Volunteer Line: 702.888.3377
Pres. Jordana announced that District Conference will be held virtually this year on Saturday, May
22, 2021, from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Click here for more information and to register. She said that
clubs have been invited to submit slide shows and she “voluntold” Keith Thomas that he is going to
help her.
Pres. Jordana announced the next two entries in her “10 Things You May or May Not have Known
About Me” contest. She will be doing two a week and at the end will have a quiz to see how well we
remember. Previously announced: Number one is that she was born on Easter Sunday, 4/2/72, and
Easter hasn’t fallen on her birthday since. Number two is that she was born in Creston, British
Columbia, Canada.
Today she is announcing number 3 and number four. Number three is that her favorite type of music
is country/western (appropriate since she just returned from a riotous short vacay in Nashville.)
Number four is that when she was three years old her favorite country singer was John Denver
singing “Country Roads” and her two favorite singers now are George Strait and Dirk Bentley.
RECOGNITIONS
Pres. Jordana thanked Ed Guthrie for conducting in her absence last week (she was still on her
riotous short vacay in Nashville). She queried the club as to the total amount of credits given last
week. The correct guess was $950 and she is still considering how to handle the credits.
Scott Baranoff was asked about a special day coming up tomorrow. Yes, it is his birthday. He said
they celebrated by going to Lake Havasu over the weekend for the board races.
Aric Graham was asked about his special day tomorrow. Nope, not his birthday. Nope not, his
Rotary anniversary, which was 8-1-05. Hmm, your writer’s notes failed him…all they say is
“wedding tomorrow”. He said he joined in 2005 after moving to town to work for U.S. Bank. He
said he had been in Rotary in Valparaiso, Indiana (where, by the way, he was a basketball star at
“Valpo” University) and wanted to join Rotary in Las Vegas. After checking out a plethora of clubs,
he realized that Southwest Rotary was just the ticket. He served as our 48th President from 2011-2012.
He also announced that he has left Umpqua Bank and has joined First Foundation Bank in a highlevel position.
Bruce Pope was asked about his Rotary anniversary. He said he joined on 5-1-88, a short while after
he moved to town. His previous company had moved him 7 times in 14 years so his practice when
moving to a new town was to first interview some real estate agents. When he decided to take a job
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here in Las Vegas, he interviewed Jack Woodcock to be his real estate broker to find him a house.
Jack told him that he out to visit Rotary which he did and under Jack’s sponsorship he eventually
became a member (lucky for us because Bruce is an awesome Rotarian.) Bruce also proudly
announced that his oldest granddaughter was set to graduate from Colorado University/Boulder
“Summa Cum Laude”. Her thesis was an interesting subject… “Legalized Prostitution”.
Rebecca Collett said that she spent some time in Bakersfield and that she was able to finally stay
over at her parent’s senior apartment (previously closed to overnight visitors due to the pandemic).
Since her brother passed away, she is trying to spend more time in Bakersfield visiting her parents.

GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT
None.
Here is a link to an online jigsaw puzzle. Don’t forget that jigsaw puzzles are the preferred gifts.
________________________________________________________________________________
DRAWING
No winner again! – pot rolls over for 4th week in a row (according to Pres. Jordana). Your writer
said in last week’s newsletter that last week was the 2nd week, but who knows, he is seldom right and
we know that club presidents are always right!)
________________________________________________________________________________
BLAST FROM THE PAST
Each week I try to upload pictures or other memorabilia from the past for your viewing pleasure.
Here are some pictures from our Holiday party on 12/3/07. We had formal pictures taken that year
(Chris Publow’s daughter, I think, was the photographer.) We also took a lot of informal pictures.

PROGRAM
Arleen Sirois was today’s speaker. She worked in four agencies of the U.S. government for 17 years:
1) the Railroad Retirement Board, 2) Social Security Administration, 3) the I.R.S. Criminal
Investigation Division and 4) as a federal investigator with Office of Personnel Management, Office
of Federal Investigations. She was a private investigator in the Las Vegas area for 23 years.
Many investigators specialize in areas such as domestic/child
support, criminal, fraud, asset searches, background checks, etc.
Although she has done work in all of these areas, for most of her
career her specialty has been in personal injury defense work.
Nevada has the 7th highest insurance rates in the country with
over 600 personal injury attorneys in Clark County alone.
Insurance companies deal with claims every single day and they
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recognize when the size of the accident does not match the magnitude of the injuries claimed.
A proud French Acadian, she was born and raised in the St. John Valley in the small border town of
Madawaska, Maine. One account of her ancestry, Recalling when Grand-pere explained our
Acadian Story, was published in the St. John Valley Times in 2015. Her novel teaser, The Plight of
the Acadians, was selected for inclusion in an anthology - Writers Bloc 10. It was published in
March 2021.
In 2015, a children’s illustrated story, Max & Buddy’s Halloween, was published on Amazon in an
anthology of Flash Fiction entitled Spooky Story Night, Volume II. Max & Buddy’s Halloween
was later released separately just for children.
Arleen is a member of the Rotary
Club of Las Vegas, and the
Henderson Writers’ Group. She
obtained a Psychology degree from
UNLV and loves to cook, garden,
and read. She lives in Henderson,
NV with her husband, Michael
Gagnon and two one-eyed rescues
who never fail to brighten their
home.
Arleen recently released a book on
Amazon entitled Madam P.I.,
True Tales of a Las Vegas Private
Investigator.
Notes on the presentation.
1. 630 gangs known gangs in
Las Vegas with 20,ooo members
many of whom are doing “staged”
accidents.
2. As of October 2020, 1 in 5
motorists in Las Vegas are
uninsured so make sure you have
“uninsured motorist” on your
policy.
3. Domestic jobs are least
liked.
4. Check out the book “The
Script – 100 Typical Things People
Do When They Cheat”.
5. Very difficult to get a PI
license.
6. Can’t put GPS trackers on vehicles you don’t own.
7. When doing asset searches for judgments, the bigger
judgments are the hardest.
8. Local Rotarian Lorne Lomprey was a fire investigator on
the MGM fire and his findings led to a complete revamping of
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hotel security nationwide and probably around the world. (Lorne was also a dedicated
Scouter as well.)
9. Potential jurors are also sometimes being investigated by case attorneys.
10. Mystery shopping is not as fun as you think.
11. Trademark infringement/pay per view, etc., also a concern.
12. You can take pictures and film in public places but not where someone might have a
reasonable expectation of privacy.
Following her presentation, a copy of her “Madam P.I.” book was auctioned off with the proceeds
going right back to the club. Pres. Jordana was the lucky winner. Of course, it cost her half a C
note.
A big thank you to for presenting a very informative and interesting program today!

CONCLUSION
We ended the meeting by standing and reciting the Four-Way Test.
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Calendar of Events
Rotary District 5300 - Calendar for Las Vegas Southwest
DATE

TIME

CLUB

EVENT NAME

LOCATION / COMMENTS

April - Maternal and Child Health Month
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon

05
12
12
19
26

21
21
21
21
21

12:15
11:00
12:15
12:15
12:15

PM
AM
PM
PM
PM

Las
Las
Las
Las
Las

Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas

Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest

May Mon 03 21
May Mon 10 21
May Mon 17 21
May Mon 17 21
May Fri 21 21
May Mon 24 21
May Mon 31 21

12:15
12:15
11:00
12:15
06:00
12:15
12:15

PM
PM
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM

Las
Las
Las
Las
Las
Las
Las

Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas

Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest

Weekly Meeting
Board Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting

Board Meeting

May - Youth Service Month
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Board Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Greenspokes
Weekly Meeting
Dark

Board Meeting
(Location to be determined) - date is tentative
Memorial Day

June - Rotary Fellowships Month
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon

07
14
14
21
28

21
21
21
21
21

12:15
11:00
12:15
12:15
06:00

PM
AM
PM
PM
PM

Las
Las
Las
Las
Las

Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas
Vegas

Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest
Southwest

Weekly Meeting
Board Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Debunking

Board Meeting

Debunking

