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Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 
Newsletter 

 

7/7/20     
 

 
Presiding:   President Jordana Lane 
Conducting:   President Jordana Lane 
Rotary Moment/Pledge: Francesca Gilbert 
Photos: Tom Martin (see below or click here for pictures 

taken at today’s meeting.) 
Mic duty:                                Jeanne Radde  
Newsletter:   Obadiah Dogberry, Esq. 
 
 

PRES. JORDANA’S YEAR BEGINS!!! 
 

 
Our first live “in-person” meeting since the COVID-19 quarantine began.  Today’s 
get together is the first since our meeting on March 9, 2020!  So good to see 
everyone again. 
 
In a surprise move, Past Pres. Sean Tanko took control of the podium and 
commenced the meeting by welcoming everybody.    He then proceeded with a 
formal “passing of the gavel” to our new President Jordana Lane.  (We haven’t 
been able to properly “debunk” Past Pres. Sean (yet) and it is then that we 
generally install the new president.  Don’t worry, a proper “debunking” will still 
occur once the quarantine is over!) 
 
Pres. Jordana (after formally ringing the bell) thanked everyone for their support 
and said she is looking forward to a great year. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:southwestrotary@cox.net
http://www.lvswr.org/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/edrCznp3wtb4ub51A
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/
http://www.district5300.org
http://www.rotary.org
http://www.lvswr.org/
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She then announced that Francesca Gilbert would lead us in an invocation and 
pledge.  But first, she presented Francesca with a gift and her official Rotary pin.  
Of course, you will all remember that Francesca was inducted on March 9, 2020, 
the last time we were all together in person.  She was a long-time member of 
another Rotary club but “saw the light” and joined the best club in District 5300.  
And we are sure it was just a coincidence that her induction coincided with the 
greatest health and economic crisis since the flu epidemic in 1918 and the 1930 
depression!  It was just a day or so later that our governor shut down the entire 
state because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Francesca Gilbert’s invocation was a great introduction for Pres. Jordana’s year 
so your humble scribe asked permission to print it here: 
 

“As we begin the Rotary year anew, let us say a prayer. 
 
Thank you for every seat that has been filled here, today. Thank you for each 
mind and heart that fills the presence of this room. Thank you for the talents 
and abilities of our members and the time that is generously given.  
 
Help us strengthen our confidence so that we may work together to make a 
greater impact. Ready us to make every moment count.  Enlighten our minds 
with truth.  Inflame our hearts with love.  Inspire our will with courage.  
Enrich our lives with service.  
 
Bless this meeting today and all those present, as well as the lives of those we 
will encounter afterward. Bless Jordana and her board that they may lead us to 
serve those who are in need.  Help us Lord to be a light of hope and serve as an 
example of your love and mercy.      
 
Amen” 
 

 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
 
None (Surprise, surprise!) 
 
 
 
GUESTS 
 
Dave “Many Hats” joined us today as a guest of Pres. Jordana.  Ok, ok, his 
name isn’t Dave “Many Hats”, it is actually Dave Sharpe and he is going to be our 
“First Boyfriend” during Pres. Jordana’s year. When she introduced him, she 
said “My guest is Dave and he wears many hats.”  As to the “many hats” 
comment, I can only assume that Pres. Jordana was referring to the fact that he 
has already proven himself indispensable as evidenced by his assistance with all 
the logistical things that he helped with at Pres. Jordana’s presidential retreat in 
Mesquite.  And I shan’t speculate further. 
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________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pres. Jordana announced that we will continue to meet on Tuesdays at Lawry’s for the foreseeable 
future.  Lawry’s has elected to close completely on Monday’s.  We will continue to monitor the 
situation as we proceed further with the pandemic. 
 
Pres. Jordana also announced that the “social evenings” are being discontinued in favor of 
resumption of our traditional “Greenspokes” meetings where an “Avenue of Service” is discussed as 
part of the evening’s socializing.  The first meeting will be in August at the home of Cliff Silverstein.  
Exact date to be provided anon. 
 
Keith Thomas announced that the Interfaith Council of Southern Nevada donated 25 masks (see 
picture below) to our club.  They are available “first come first served” from Melissa Brooks in 
return for a $5 donation to our Community Service budget.  He said he is still working on a mask 
with our club logo.   
 

 
 
 
Keith also announced that the calendar had been sent out with meeting dates, dark days, etc. so 
members can start planning accordingly.  He will attach another copy to today’s newsletter. 
 
Pres. Jordana asked Keith to recap some of the charitable activities our club has been involved in 
since the pandemic began.  Since we couldn’t participate with our usual hands-on projects such as 
Happy Feet, Feed the Homeless, etc., the board wanted to make sure our club was “doing something” 
to help out during the pandemic, therefore, the club made the following contributions: 
 

1. A donation of $2,500 to Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth to help with their increased 
demand caused by COVID-19. 

 
2. A donation of $2,500 to the Nevada Homeless Alliance to help in their placement of corona 

virus-vulnerable homeless in motel rooms. 
 

3. A donation of $2,000 to Project 150 to help in their food distribution for Clark County School 
District homeless students. 

 

http://interfaithsn.org/
https://nphy.org/
https://nevadahomelessalliance.org/
https://www.project150.org/
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4. A donation of $423 to purchase 100 meals for our “Feed the Homeless” event on 4/29/20.  
Our in-person participation was not possible due to the quarantine, so this time rather than 
doing it all ourselves as we usually do, we ordered boxed meals from a local 
restaurant, Belmont’s American Eatery in Anthem Village, in order to support it during this 
difficult time.  
 

5. A donation of $1,000 to assist in the purchase of cleaning wipes for a hygiene kit project for 
the Navajo Nation. 
 

6. A donation of $1,000 to purchase pillowcases for the Navajo Nation.  The pillow cases were 
made by refugees employed by Lighthouse Charities.  A full report was previously emailed to 
the club’s mailing list.  Included with the report was a thank you letter from Coconino County, 
Arizona, where the reservation is located.  Keith delivered the check to Lighthouse Charities 
and toured their facilities (click here for pictures). 

 
Paul Gustilo announced that our next Feed the Homeless is on July 29th and that we will probably do 
the same thing we did last time…buy sandwich box lunches from a local restaurant.  Final decision 
probably to be determined during her first official board meeting which will be held on Tuesday, July 
21, 2020. 
 
 
 
PINS 
 
(Not mentioned…maybe not a thing during Pres. Jordana’s reign?) 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
  
Ed Guthrie was recognized for his recent birthday.  Yes, it was a significant one, NUMBER 70!!!   
Ed said that he would donate $5 per year if the club would match the donation and give the full 
donation to Opportunity Village.  Agreed by acclamation. 
 
Rebecca Collett was also recognized for her recent birthday and fined an amount equal to her age 
plus years in Rotary.  $72, she said.  Wow, 50 years in Rotary! 
 
Jeanne Radde also had a recent birthday and was fined in a similar fashion.  $52 she said.  Wow, 30 
years in Rotary! 
 
Cliff Silverstein also celebrated a recent birthday and received the same fine.  $92 he said.  Wow, 70 
years in Rotary! 
 
Pres. Jordana also recognized the first five people to return her presidential surveys (although your 
scribe didn’t hear if any recognition or credit had been given): 

1. Ed Guthrie 
2. Jack Woodcock 
3. Doug Malan 
4. Joe Wittenwiler 
5. Keith Thomas 

https://belmontscafe.com/
http://www.lighthousecharities.net/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Z1H4q72AaiuueBgP7
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GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT  
 
Keith Thomas gifted a small sack of premium coffee to Pres. Jordana commenting that he isn’t 
allowed to drink it so when someone gives him such gifts, he tries to find an appropriate person who 
would enjoy it.  (Sounds like a classic “regift”!) 
 
Rebecca Collett presented a pair of “cat and dog”-themed socks to our outgoing president Sean 
Tanko. 
 
Pres. Jordana hasn’t made a decision yet on what her preferred “Gift for the President” is going to 
be, so in the meantime, be creative!! 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
None today. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING  
 
Ed Guthrie was today’s winner. 
 
Pres. Jordana said that this year the pot will roll over to the next week if a winner isn’t picked on the 
first draw.  Table pot winners will continue as usual. 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS (see full calendar attached below) 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Rebecca Collett and Eric Colvin were today’s speakers.   
 
Rebecca’s “deets” are as follows: 

Rebecca Rizo Cartwright Collett 
Born in Fabens Texas (29 miles southeast of El Paso) on Apache Indian Reservation 
Grew up in Bakersfield California from 1960 to 1990 where her family still lives 
Moved to Kennewick (Tri-Cities) Washington 1990 to 2000 
Living in Las Vegas (Henderson) for 20 years now 
Became business owner unintentionally, in Las Vegas. RCC Consulting established as referral 
only Accounting Firm employing an all female accounting staff providing clients with financial 
and hands on management and operations expertise and oversight. 
Began career in accounting in 1974 as Auditor for Sear Roebuck & Company 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rebeccacollettrccconsulting?trk=people-guest_people_search-card
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40+ extensive experience in Accounting and Operations Management both in Public and Private 
Accounting 
20+ Years Project Management experience 
Rotarian since 2009, Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Club 
Past President, Las Vegas Southwest Rotary 2016-2017 
Assistant Governor, District 5300 2017 to present 

 
Eric’s “deets” are as follows: 

SBA lender at Meadows Bank and main reason the bank is so profitable. 
Graduate of UNR (but we will forgive him for that!) 
Chews tobacco. 
Drinks beer. 
All around good guy. 

 
Rebecca viewed the “Cares Act” (see copy of her presentation below) and Eric reviewed the Payroll 
Protection Program.  Eric said that he has been busier than he has ever been and had funded 108 loans 
for over $21 million (unfortunately for him there is apparently no commission on said loans…oh 
well, he was helping keep America afloat!) 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We concluded the meeting by standing and reciting the Four-Way Test: 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/eric-colvin-a1b01034
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The CARES Act Works for 
All Americans 

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act was 

passed by Congress with 
overwhelming, bipartisan support and 

signed into law  March  27, 2020 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares


ECONOMIC STIMULUS
$2.2 Trillion

To stimulate the economy while under 
national lock down.







TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE OPTIONS
 STIMULUS PAYMENTS – all eligible households  $1,200 per adult, $500 per child


 UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS – unemployed and underemployed, contractors, self-
employed



 PAYROLL PROTECTION FORGIVEN LOANS/GRANTS - $1,000 per employee up to 
10 employees



 EIDL GRANTS AND FORGIVABLE LOANS – collaterized if over $25,000


 SBA DEFERRED PAYMENTS ON EXISTING LOANS – SBA makes payments for 6 
months



 IRS TAX DEADLINES MOVED TO 7/15/20 FROM 4/15/20 – to accommodate 
stimulus processing



 DEFERRED PAYMENTS  - banks, lenders, landlords, etc.



SBA WEBSITE



















APPEARS TO BE WORKING

BEFORE

 UNEMPLOYMENT 3.5%

 STOCK MARKET 29,000

(NOW) ECONOMY - NOT YET 100% OPEN

 UNEMPLOYMENT  11.2%

 Down from 14.7%

 STOCK MARKET 27,000

 Up from 23,000





Nasdaq hits new record as global stocks rally

By Anneken Tappe, CNN Business  Updated 4:19 PM ET, Mon July 6, 2020     

https://www.cnn.com/profiles/anneken-tappe
https://money.cnn.com/investing/markets-now/
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/anneken-tappe


• PPP COST $521 BILLION – SAVED 51 MILLION 
JOBS

4.9 MILLION BUSINESSES APPLIED

650,000 BUSINESSES RECEIVED $150,000+

$130 BILLION STILL AVAILABLE

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 8/8/20

2nd STIMULUS CHECK EXPECTED SOON
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