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(Check out our website www.lvswr.org and our Facebook page – 
“Rotary Club of Las Vegas Southwest”) 

 
#VegasStrong 

 
Las Vegas Southwest Rotary Newsletter 

 
11/06/17  

 
 

Presiding:  President Ron Reynolds  
Conducting:  President Ron Reynolds  
Thought and Pledge: Adrienne Cox (click here for her insightful thought about 

“Tolerance”) 
Photos:  Ted Henderson  
Mic duty: Eric Colvin took pity on Ted and seized the mike. 
Newsletter: Obadiah Dogberry 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHOTOS FROM THE MEETING – Thanks Ted!  See below or click here for online version. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
VISITING ROTARIANS: 
None 
 
NOTE: to encourage visiting Rotarians to attend our weekly meetings, the board has approved a 
“lunch special”.  The lunch special is posted on the club’s Facebook page and is good until 
12/31/17.  The special is that any visiting Rotarian who says they saw the post on the Facebook 
page will receive a 20% discount on their lunch. 
  
GUESTS: 
Bryan Dziedziak was initally accompanied today by his better half, Dr. Caryl Dziedziak, Ph.D., 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of History at UNLV and also Assistant Director of the 

 

 

http://www.lvswr.org/
http://livinglifefully.com/tolerance.htm
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7pYYXQjg5OOf4I2t2
https://www.unlv.edu/people/caryll-dziedziak
https://www.unlv.edu/people/caryll-dziedziak
http://www.lvswr.org/
http://district5300.org/
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Women’s Research Institute of Nevada, who apparently thought better about being seen in public 
with Bryan and promptly “skedaddled” before the introductions (actually I think she had an 
appointment to provide advice and counsel to the mayor or the governor or the UNLV president 
or someone equally important). However, Bryan did have two other guests who stayed for the 
entire meeting;  Dr. Rebecca Gill, Ph.D., Director of the Women’s Research Institute of Nevada 
at UNLV, and Dr. Jennifer Keene, Ph.D., Executive Associate Dean and Professor of Sociology 
in the College of Liberal Arts at UNLV. I guess we are going to have to start treating Bryan with 
much more deference considering the class of people he is running with these days. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ROTARY PINS 
Ed Guthrie was wearing no Rotary regalia for which he donated $25 to the cause. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
President Ron reminded everyone that we were “dark” last week in recognition of Nevada Day.   
(An apparent reference to the sighting of at least two Rotarians driving into the parking lot and 
then hastily making U-turns and speeding away hoping nobody would see them. Oh, but Obadiah 
sees all and will never tell anyone that Eric Colvin was one of them.) 
 
Tom Martin again announced that our next “Feed the Homeless” event at Christ Church 
Episcopal on Maryland Parkway will be on 11/29/17. Tom reminded everyone that we need 
donations of coats. Be there at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Jordana Lane announced the upcoming “Santa Clothes” event on 12/7.  We are partnering with 
the Las Vegas Club and will have 24 kids from Ruby Thomas Elementary School; 12 at the JC 
Penney store at the Galeria Mall and 12 at the JC Penney story at the Grand Canyon location. 
Please sign up in the “Blue” book. 
 
Jordana Lane also announced that we need 4 volunteers on 11-08-17 for the Boy’s Town of 
Nevada - Mrs. Claus’s Kitchen. Adrienne has volunteered to dress as Mrs. Claus. Time is 4:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Please sign up in the “Blue” book. 
 
Karl Maisner announced that the next satellite club meeting will be at 6:00 p.m., Thursday 
11/9/17 at Sierra Gold at 215/Jones.  We will be assembling hygiene kits for the feed the 
homeless event.  Karl will send “evites” to everyone. 
 
Keith Thomas advised the club members that the DACdb calendar on the District 5300 website 
is the official club calendar and should always have information about upcoming events, 
speakers, dark days, etc. He said he will also be sending an electronic copy of the calendar with 
the newsletter each week for those that may be technologically-challenged.  The calendar is also 
on the club’s website and a link will also appear on the club’s Facebook page (you are 
electronically surrounded and no longer have any excuses for not knowing what is happening in 
LVSWR-land.) 
 

https://faculty.unlv.edu/wpmu/gill/
https://www.unlv.edu/wrin
https://www.unlv.edu/people/jennifer-keene-phd
https://www.unlv.edu/liberalarts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada_Day
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/SecLogin3.cfm?CFID=95794319&CFTOKEN=32933567
http://lvswr.org/news-events/calendar/
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Eric Colvin – Eric again announced the Holiday Party will be held on December 7th from 7-9 at 
his home at 1304 Colony Pine Street, Las Vegas, NV, 89144.  The food will be provided by 
Soiree’s. Remember that his home is in a fancy shmancy gated community so be prepared to 
provide the secret codes and to answer the secret questions in order to be admitted.  
 
Eric failed to announce the winners of the football contest last Sunday.  However, the all-
knowing Obadiah thinks it was “Aaron Tippetts” and “Minerva Mortel” and also thinks that 
Minerva Mortel is a made-up name!   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ROTARY PINS 
Ed Guthrie was wearing no Rotary regalia for which he donated $25 to the cause. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
Bryan Dziedziak was recognized for Dr. Caryl’s community participation as a Vice President 
and board member of the Nevada School of the Arts.  Bryan announced that NSA’s annual 
fundraiser is right around the corner…President Ron said he would include a copy of the 
fundraiser flyer in the newsletter for $50.  Bryan had no choice.  The flyer is attached somewhere 
below. 
 
Chris Publow was fined $100 for his recent birthday on 9/3 ($2 per year, right Chris?) and 
another $50 for missing the Rotary meeting after the recent golf outing at the exclusive Summit 
Club golf course just south of the Ridges with Jack Woodcock.  Chris’ absences are usually 
explained by his “summering” at their palatial mansion in Michigan on the lake.  He did say, 
however, that the snow is flying in Michigan and he is home to stay at least until next spring. 
  
Aric Graham was asked to explain his recent absences.  His response was that he and Elfrida 
were vacationing in Hawaii for the last time as an “unencumbered” couple.  As you know, they 
are anxiously awaiting the birth of their first child (just beginning the third trimester) which, as 
everyone with kids knows, signals the end of life as you knew it.  It isn’t a sad ending, rather a 
happy beginning to a life of diapers, toddlers, teenagers, and endless expenses.  (Obadiah’s note:  
I’ll bet President Ron will give a huge credit to the first club member that can come up with the 
current cost of raising a child.)  To ease Aric into the expensive part of parenting, President Ron 
fined him $100 and also wished him a happy birthday (9/25). 
 
Justin Kalb was recognized in absentia for his recent trip to Tennessee for a whiskey event.  
Hmmm, I’m sure he was there to observe best practices in commercial construction management 
and to bring back the latest in state of the art building techniques.  (Aren’t “stills” illegal in the 
State of Nevada??) 
 
Jim Andres was recognized for his prominent seating at a head table at the recent business 
excellence awards.  Even though Manpower wasn’t one of the honorees, they did have prominent 
seating due to their acknowledged business excellence in the community (actually he said he was 
a guest of Jeff Grace at NetEffect.)  (Hey, President Ron, Paul Gustilo’s employer, Southwest 

https://www.google.com/search?q=1304+Colony+Pine+Street+Las+Vegas%2C+NV%2C+89144&oq=1304+Colony+Pine+Street+Las+Vegas%2C+NV%2C+89144&aqs=chrome..69i57.561237j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.nsamusic.org/about/#board_of_trustees
http://www.nsamusic.org/about/#board_of_trustees
http://summitclubnv.com/golf/
http://summitclubnv.com/golf/
http://time.com/money/4629700/child-raising-cost-department-of-agriculture-report/
http://www.tnwhiskeyfestival.com/
https://www.lvchamber.com/programs-events/business-excellence-awards/
https://www.lvchamber.com/programs-events/business-excellence-awards/
https://www.neteffect.com/team-member/jeff-grace/
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Gas, was one of the honorees! I’m sure you just overlooked that, or perhaps are keeping it in 
reserve for a future date??)  When asked by Pres. Ron how “excellent” the fine should be, Jim 
responded “$25”.  Ron’s reply, “Wrong, $50!” 
 
Jordana Lane was asked about her absence last week and she said that she was home with a 
sick child.  President Ron said that was where she was supposed to be and waived any fine (thus 
proving that Keith Thomas does not have a corner on successful excuses.) 
 
Keith Thomas, following a lengthy, elaborate, and thoroughly believable oratory about his 
financial “non-wherewithal”, was nonetheless fined $25 (apparently to make up for no fine for 
Jordana and probably just to prove that his excuses are not always (in fact, never) successful). 
 
Adrienne Cox  was fined $39 - $1 for each of her birthday’s, and was thereupon serenaded with 
a somewhat melodic version of “Happy Birthday”, further cementing our club’s reputation as 
“non-singers”. 
 
Richard Bowler was recognized $100 for not singing louder (after all, he is by far the best 
singer in the club) and for remembering that today was wedding anniversary.  Asked what he 
bought for Athena, he responded “hey, at least I remembered!) 
 
 
 
JOKE OF THE DAY 
 
Tom Martin regaled us with a story of the retirement party of a local priest where the featured 
speaker, was a politician. The speaker was very late so the priest tried to fill some time by telling 
the crowd about his very first day and very first confession experience as a new priest.  
Apparently, the confessor had a long laundry list of various sins and transgressions which made 
the priest wonder about the wisdom of having moved to that community.  About then, the 
politician entered, apologized for being late, and began his speech by saying that he was happy to 
be there to honor the priest inasmuch as he had known the priest since the priest’s very first day 
and was honored to have been his very first confessor.  Moral – never be late.  Ok, Tom told it 
better. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  
GIFTS FOR THE PRESIDENT 
 
None (again!) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRAWING 
 
Bryan Dziedziak. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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PAY YOUR BILL! It is really easy!  Remember that it is your duty to keep up to date on 
invoices. The Club recently instituted on-site credit card payment so any member can pay their 
bill at any meeting. If you do not know how much you owe, just ask Elaine. 
 
 
Dark Days for 2017 – 2018: 
 
07-03-17   4th of July 
09-04-17   Labor Day 
10-30-17   Nevada Day 
11-20-17   Thanksgiving 
12-11-17   Christmas Party (party on the 7th) 
12-25-17   Christmas Day 
01-01-18   New Year’s Day 
01-15-18   Martin Luther King Day 
02-12-18   Lincoln’s Birthday 
02-19-18   President’s Day 
04-23-18   Gold Raffle 
05-28-18   Memorial Day 
06-25-18   Debunking 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Upcoming Speakers: 
November 13:  Marady Leary, Director, Hiring our Heroes Corporate Fellowship Program 
November 20:  DARK (Thanksgiving) 
November 27:  Carolyn Goodman, Mayor, City of Las Vegas 
December 4:  Tom Axtell, GM of PBS – Las Vegas 
December 11:  DARK (Holiday Party) 
December 18:  Stacey Lockhart, executive director, The Shade Tree 
December 25:  DARK (Christmas Day) 
January 1:  DARK (New Year’s Day) 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES THROUGH DECEMBER 
**************************************************************************** 
11-02-17 – GROUP 12 & 13 Rotary Clubs joint event–TRAIN RIDE-BOULDER CITY 

District Governor, Raghada Khoury will attend and all Club Presidents will get to 
“spotlight” their Clubs. All Club Members and spouses are invited. Cost per 
person is $15 and covers the Train Ride, BBQ appetizers, and soft drinks. Beer 
and Wine will be available for purchase that evening. 

11-08-17 – Boy’s Town of Nevada - Mrs. Claus’s Kitchen. 4 volunteers are needed.  
                         Someone also to Dress as Mrs. Claus. Time is 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
11-09-17 – Satellite Club Meeting – Hygiene Kits to be assembled – at Sierra Gold  
11-20-17 – DARK – Thanksgiving – no Rotary Lunch Meeting 
11-22-17 – PBS Pledge Drive Phone bank Volunteers – Receiving phone calls for pledges 
11-29-17 – Feed the Homeless at Christ Church Episcopal 5:00pm 
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************************************************************************* 
12-??-17 – Santa Clothes (in partnership with the Las Vegas Club) – Rotarians taking 100’s  
                   of “at risk” children clothes shopping at JC Penney stores in Summerlin, Vegas and  
                   Henderson 
12-07-17 – Rotary Holiday Party at Eric Colvin’s Home from 6 to 9pm. 
12-16-17 – Salvation Army BELL RINGERS – Downtown Summerlin 
12-21-17 – (tentative) Satellite Club Meeting 
12-22-17 - (tentative)  Magical School Bus – Opportunity Village – Rotarians volunteering to  
                   work at the Magical Forest as Santa’s Helpers. 
12-25-17 - DARK (Christmas Day) 
01-10-18 - DARK (New Year’s Day) 
 

FULL CALENDAR FROM DACdb FOR 2017-2018 IS ATTACHED. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

TODAY’S SPEAKER: Today’s speaker was Dr. Nancy Brune, Ph.D., Executive Director of the 
“Guinn Center”. (Just reading her bio is exhausting and way intimidating…we really have some 
talented people here in Las Vegas).  And guess who she was sitting by at the head table?  Yup, 
Bryan Dziadziek!  Here is a synopsis of her presentation which can be found on the web here. 
 
VISION 
The Kenny Guinn Center for Policy Priorities seeks to identify and inform sound policies that 
support a thriving and prosperous 21st century Nevada. 
MISSION 
The Guinn Center is a nonprofit, bipartisan, think-do tank focused on delivering independent, 
fact based, and well-reasoned analysis of critical policy issues that advance solutions toward a 
vibrant Nevada. 
OUR OBJECTIVES 
Our ability to make sound budget and policy decisions determine our ability to educate our 
children, enjoy good health, protect the most vulnerable, and invest in other building blocks of a 
successful society. New policy choices based on sound research, clear thinking, and bold ideas 
can pave the way forward to a brighter future. 
Objective 1: Provide Independent and Reliable Policy Analysis that Builds Public Trust 
The Guinn Center represents the voice of the moderate middle that will move beyond the 
‘either/or’ political rhetoric of our time. The facts will tell the story and lead the way to new 
ideas. This fact- based approach drives thoughtful and practical policy ideas that the Guinn 
Center and other decision-makers can promote. We will adhere to established research and 
analytical quality standards and serve as an honest broker of information. 
Objective 2: Inform Public Debate, Expand Public Engagement, and Promote Connectivity 
The Guinn Center will be a major source of reliable information for decision-makers and opinion 
leaders, and help shape coverage of key budget and policy issues. Ultimately we will help the 
public and decision-makers understand policy options and state budgets and the tradeoffs 
involved in these policy choices. The Guinn Center will expand state budget and policy debates 
by helping a diverse range of constituencies and the general public to participate in the policy 

https://guinncenter.org/about-us/staff/
https://guinncenter.org/
https://guinncenter.org/about-us
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process and pursue solutions by reaching out to networks across the state, raising awareness of 
specific issues, formulating policy solutions, and working with networks to understand common 
ground, develop effective messages, and refine legislative strategies to achieve policy impact 
WHAT WE DO 
We pursue our mission by 
Providing data-driven research 
Offering independent policy analysis 
Developing strategies and programs to realize a 21st Century Nevada that benefits all Nevadans 
Educating, training, and providing technical assistance to all stakeholders in Nevada’s policy 
realm 
Facilitating statewide collaboration, and 
Building collaborative partnerships to advance informed policy solutions for Nevada 
How we do it 
Policy briefs 
Research reports 
Budget and policy primers 
Release of an annual “State of Nevada” report 
Trainings for all stakeholders and decision makers in Nevada’s policy realm 
Facilitated statewide working groups 
Hosted workshops, round tables, and conferences 
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